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“. . . The sheep follow the shepherd, for they know his voice.” – John 10:4 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road, Cary, NC 27513 

 
Sunday Morning Worship and Child Care:  10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School Classes for Children 3 & under:  10:45 a.m. 
Wednesday Choir Rehearsal:  7:30 p.m.  

Our 6 C’s—Community, Cross-Cultural, Creative, Covenant, Communication, Children 

By Bob Bedi  

 

 

When Good Shepherd UCC created its website in 2011, no one 
worried about how well it would display on mobile devices.  A few 
other things have changed over the years as well, including here 
at the church. New pastors, new mission trip destinations, new 
gardens … even the choir sits in a different place!  

Although the website has been well-received by members, guests 
and visitors during its tenure and has proven effective in helping 
to attract new members, Church Council agreed earlier this year 
that the time had come for a new web identity for Good Shep-
herd. A web committee was formed and on June 19 the new ver-
sion of the Good Shepherd UCC website made its debut. 

Continued on page 2 

By Bob Bedi 
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Our 6 C’s—Community, Cross-Cultural, Creative, Covenant, Communication, Children 

Continued from page 1 

With over 60 pages of information, photo 
galleries, sermon videos and other fea-
tures, the goals of the committee were to 
1) accurately reflect the spirituality and  
personality of Good Shepherd, 2) project 
a welcoming message to site visitors and  
potential in-person guests, and 3) contin-
ue to serve as a practical resource for ex-
isting congregation members.  The web-
site IS designed to display well on desk-
tops, laptops, tablets and phones. More 
importantly, the committee’s hope is that 
the message about what makes Good 
Shepherd UCC a special family of faith 
comes through loud and clear. 

Some pages from the previous website 
were migrated and still need updating, 
more photo galleries and sermons need 
to be uploaded, and the site is envisioned 
as a living, breathing, evolving reflection 
of GSUCC.  So the website is sure to con-
tinue to grow and change over time. 
Your feedback is encouraged. Please 
spend some time with the new website at 
the same old address – www.gsucc.org  – 
and let us know what you think.  Share 
your thoughts with Committee Chair Bob 
Bedi, Pastor Carla, or Outreach Ministry 
Chairs, Susie Oliver and Lindsey Gregg-
Kearns. 

 

Wherever you are on 
your faith journey, you 

are welcome here! 

 

 

 

 JULY 
 
1st Dave Sniffin 
4th Barbara Newman 
6th Miriam Perez 
6th Allen Boyer 
8th Benjamin Williams 
19th David Lundin 
20th Emily Mead 
22nd Mia Gregg-Kearns 
30th Kevin Kerr 
 

 AUGUST 
 
2nd Bettye Aggerup 
3rd Annie Buchanan 
3rd Leslie Cole 
10th Carla Gregg-Kearns 
11th Lynn Valle-McElroy 
12th Davis Murray 
14th Steven Boyer 
14th  Tammy Rowland 
16th Daniel Lee 
18th Rev. June Fulton 
18th Connie Holleman 
18th Chris Buchanan 
22nd Linda Velto 
23rd Ryan Williams 
27th Vernon Palango 

Our Summer Birthdays 

If you have a birthday in July or August and 
it is not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 
and let us know.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.gsucc.org
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Back in September Lindsey and I shared with the congregation that we were begin-
ning to work with Lutheran Family Services to be licensed to adopt through the foster 
care system.   We are thrilled to share with you the wonderful news that we have 
been matched!  The hope and plan is that we will welcome a sibling pair--4 and 6-year 
old girls--to our family.  

In the world of foster care and adoption, there is no guarantee until the children are in 
your home.  And even then, things could change.  There could be delays or at some 
point the caseworkers could decide this may not be the right long-term match.  How-
ever, we have begun visitation with the girls and the plan is to transition them perma-
nently to our home by the start of the school year.   

Until further along in the visits we are keeping their names confidential and their per-
sonal histories will remain confidential.  While we appreciate the loving kindness be-
hind questions, their stories are theirs and not ours to tell.   

When they transition to our home, as per my contract, I will take some parental leave 
time that I will work out with church leadership and ministerial staff. 

Please keep us all in your prayers as the girls prepare to leave a foster home that they 
love and will grieve and as Lindsey, Mia, and I prepare our home and heart-space to 
be a family of five.  We look forward to sharing the joys (and no doubt challenges!) of 
our new daughters with you. 

Blessings, 

Carla 

 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

The 

Pastor’s Corner 
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Meet the Members: 
Mindy DeLuca & Jacque Elliott  

 

 

Jacque and Mindy have been attending GSUCC for 

several months. They decided to attend GSUCC ini-

tially because of the welcoming sign displayed out-

side. Once they visited, they decided to return and 

then join because of the grace-filled, articulate ser-

mon messages, Biblical children's lessons, peaceful 

atmosphere, faith-in-action opportunities, and warm 

congregation. 

Mindy was born in Baltimore City, 

MD, and raised between Wash-

ington, DC, Baltimore and Annap-

olis. While growing up, Mindy of-

ten visited her grandparent’s farm 

Near Bristol, Virginia, where she 

learned to appreciate nature, 

cooking, reading, poetry and the 

simple life. Mindy was raised Lu-

theran, but mainly attended a non

- denominational Christian con-

gregation for ten years. Mindy 

has two sisters; one lives on the 

coast of NC, and another who 

lives near her parents in VA. 

Mindy moved here with her two 

children in 2006 with a job trans-

fer. Jacque is originally from 

Michigan, was raised in a Pente-

costal church and moved to Raleigh in 1999. Jacque 

also has two sisters; one in Delaware one in Char-

lotte NC. Jacque served for six years in the Army, 

and was also able to serve as a civilian in Iraq after-

ward. Following her civilian service in Iraq, she came 

home and has been doing pest control ever since. 

Jacque and Mindy live in Clayton with their fur ba-

bies, Tiff-Tiff the dog and Vincent the cat, as well as a 

fish tank with a few fish. Jacque is an exterminator for 

a local company in Clayton. Mindy has worked in var-

ious fields, including legal writing, payroll and substi-

tute teaching in the school system, and most recently 

a lead cake decorator for a local bakery, and now 

does clerical work so that she can enjoy her week-

ends with her family. Mindy has two children from a 

previous marriage; her son T.J. is 20 years old and 

attends Wake Tech in a transfer program for physical 

therapy.  Her daughter, Rebecca, graduated from 

Cleveland High School with hon-

ors and will be taking a senior trip 

to Costa Rica in July.  Jacque is 

also a devoted fiancée’ and co-

parent to Mindy’s two children.  

In addition to cake decorating, 

Mindy has developed a “special 

interest” in learning how to play 

the banjo that her children gave 

her on Mother’s Day.  Her passion 

is appreciating the new chance at 

life that God has blessed her with 

and guiding her children to do the 

same. She also enjoys light gar-

dening and heavy reading.  

Mindy and Jacque hope to move 

closer to GSUCC in the next few 

years so that they can get signifi-

cantly more involved. We welcome Mindy and Jacque 

as welcome new members of GSUCC!!! 

 

 By Amy Murray 
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Wilmington 

on Fire 

Screening 

 

On July 23, at 3pm, as part of our Com-
munity in the Heart of Christ Project, 
Covenant Christian (2911 SW Cary 
Pkwy) will be hosting a screening of the 
film “Wilmington on Fire,” followed by a 
discussion with the filmmaker Christo-
pher Everett.  The film tells the story of 
the 1898 racial coup that changed Wil-
mington and North Carolina forever. The 
event is free but seating is limited so 
register ahead of time to guarantee a 
seat.  REGISTER 

 

Strategic Planning 

Task Force 

Our Strategic Planning Task Force has 
convened and you will be hearing from 
them soon as we take time to learn about 
our past and dream of our future minis-
try.  Members of the task force are Annie 
Buchanan, Brandon Ellison, Katherine 
Gleason, Tony Hoshaw, Katie Sigmon, 
and Dave Yuska.   

July 30- Fifth Sunday Intergenera-
tional Worship and Brown Bag Lunch 

 

On fifth Sundays we make an effort to include 
our children in worship leadership and in July our 
focus will be Mission.  We will commission our 
mission team to go work in the mountains of NC, 
offering thanksgiving for the Dorcas food collec-
tion, sing, pray and celebrate the ways God calls 
us to live out the mission of love and compassion 
in our world.  Instead of a potluck, we invite eve-
ryone to bring a brown bag lunch and blan-
ket as we picnic together before the mission 
team hits the road. 

 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wilmington-on-fire-screening-tickets-35020027846
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wilmington-on-fire-screening-tickets-35020027846
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Donations to the food pantry at Dorcas are 
typically down in the summer, while the 
needs of families with kids out of school eat-
ing more meals at home is up.  At Good 
Shepherd we keep a basket in the narthex 
to collect toilet paper and our garden team 
is leading the way by regularly donating 
much of the garden harvest to Dorcas.  
Along with these efforts, Social Ministries 
would like to collect a bin of food during the 
month of July. 
 
The Food Pantry is especially in need of do-
nations of dinner mixes, canned meals 
(chili, beef stew, etc.), canned fruit, dry 
beans, sugar, oil, and soups. Donations of 
any non-perishable foods are welcome. 
 
Look for our food specific bin in the nar-
thex and bring food during the month of Ju-
ly.  Let’s see how many pounds of food we 
can deliver on July 31 to help fill those hun-
gry tummies. 
 
 

Yohanis Update 

 
In partnership with ChildFund Interna-

tional, Good Shepherd has provided fi-

nancial support for Yohanis Bekele of 

Ethiopia since he was a young boy. With 

our assistance, 16-year old Yohanis and 

his mother have been able to afford 

school supplies and fees, clothing, and 

health care, which otherwise would have 

been unattainable for them.  

Social Ministries is seeking donations to 
continue assistance for Yohanis. $30 pro-
vides one month of support. Extra funds 
will be sent to Yohanis for birthday and 
Christmas gifts.  

If you wish to contribute, please sign the 
sheet in the narthex. Make your check 
payable to Good Shepherd and put 
“Yohanis” in the memo line. 

By  Kathy Boyer 

By  Kathy Boyer 

http://www.gsucc.org/


 

(7) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff: 
 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Children & Youth Ministries: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Jo Legacki 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Melinda Devenouges 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer, Leslie Cole & Susie 
Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
 
Senior Pastor: W 10 am — 2 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9 am — 12 pm 

FOLLOW 

& SERVE 

Our 6 C’s—Community, Cross-Cultural, Creative, Covenant, Communication, Children 

 
 

 

 

 

 

This summer is full of travel for me!  At the end of June, I was at the Southern Confer-
ence Annual Meeting in Virginia Beach and June 30-July 5, I will be in Baltimore at the 
UCC’s General Synod serving in my role as a member of the Board of Directors.   I will 
be gone for vacation July 15-18 and then the mission trip July 30-August 5 and will end 
the summer with vacation August 9-13.   

While I am away our Associate Pastor Linda Velto will be available for pastoral needs.  
Linda, Jon DePue, and our member-in-discernment Bill Helton will be covering preach-
ing duties.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

