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By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter 
Soon, we will mark Holy Week and Celebrate Easter.  Please join us for: 

 

Palm Sunday, March 25—10:30am Worship begins outside in the 
parking lot where we will receive palms and process into the sanctu-
ary. 

 

Maundy Thursday, March 29—Dinners and conversations at 
homes of Cary First, Covenant Christian, and Good Shepherd Mem-
bers.  Look for sign-ups soon. 

 

Good Friday, March 30—11am-1pm and 6pm-8pm at Covenant 
Christian, 2911 SW Cary Pkwy. An interactive time of prayer and re-
flection.  Come and go as your schedule allows.     

Cross Cultrual 

Creation Corner P. 13 
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The Pastor’s Corner 
By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Celebrate Easter 
April 1! 

 
7:30am  Early Easter Worship—Our praise team ushers in Easter morning at this early 

service that includes communion.  Please bring in flowers (but no lilies), to 
adorn the cross during worship for this service and the 10:30am service. 

8:30am Pancake Breakfast—The breakfast includes world-famous pancakes, sausage, a 
wide variety of syrups, orange juice and coffee. Breakfast is served 8:30-9:30am.   

9:30am Easter Egg Hunt—sponsored by the youth group. Children are encouraged to 
bring their own baskets and to join in the fun of seeking goodie-filled eggs which 
have been hidden around the church property.  

Easter Bonnet Parade and Contest—Do you have a hobby or passion you’d like 
to express?  Put it on a bonnet, and compete for the highly coveted first, second 
and third place prizes, awarded by Youth Group judges.  The only rule is that the 
bonnet must be able to sit on your head for judging!  Be as outrageous and crea-
tive as you can.  

10:30am Easter Festival Service—Through favorite hymns, resurrection stories, lifting our 
prayers and sharing the Sacrament of Communion, we will celebrate how Christ 
rose from the dead in Jerusalem, and look for the signs of his rising in the world 
around us. Bring your family, your neighbors, your friends and your flowers (but 
no lilies), to adorn the cross during worship. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

The 20th century American painter Georgia O’Keefe once wrote, “A flower is rel-
atively small. Everyone has many associations with a flower — the idea of flow-
ers. You put out your hand to touch the flower — lean forward to smell it — 
maybe touch it with your lips almost without thinking — or give it to someone 
to please them. Still — in a way — nobody sees a flower — 

really — it is so small — we haven't time — and to see takes time, like to have 
a friend takes time… .So I said to myself — I'll paint what I see — what the 
flower is to me but I'll paint it big and they will be surprised into taking time to 
look at it.”  The poet Mary Oliver, whose words are a part of our Lenten devo-
tions, echoes this theme when she writes, “Instructions for living a life: Pay 
attention. Be astonished. Tell About it.”  Both artists invite us into taking time 
to notice even the smallest life around us.  As we enter this season of length-
ening days may we pay attention anew to the flower and the friendships, to 
the things that are slow and take time, to that which waits to astonish us.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

By Dave Stonefield 

By Dave Stonefield 

Chairs For Sale 
 

The Property Ministry, with the approval of the 
Council, is selling the multi-colored, all-metal 
folding chairs.  We decided to offer them to the 
congregation for $3.00 each.  The chairs are in 
generally good condition but are no longer 
needed.  We have two sets of folding chairs, 
the brown ones on the rack in the back of the 
sanctuary and the multi-colored ones stored in 
various places in the education building and at 
High House.  We will be distributing some of 
the brown folding chairs in the education build-
ing and at High House.   

The chairs will be available on a first come, 
first served basis.  You can purchase them af-
ter church on Sundays during March or contact 
Dave Stonefield to arrange a different time.  
Chairs not sold by the end of March will be do-
nated to the Dorcas Shop. 

Good Shepherd/Covenant Christian/ 

Cary First—Golf Outing 

May 6, 2018 

 
This year our annual golf outing will be on Sun-
day, May 6, at Lochmere Golf Club, on Kildaire 
Farm Road in Cary.  We have invited both Cove-
nant Christian and Cary First to join us in this fun 
event. 

 

We will tee off at 1:30pm and play a four-person 
superball format.  Following the golf we will meet 
for pizza and prizes. The outing is open to all 
members and friends of Good Shepherd, Cove-
nant Christian  and Cary First Churches.  If you 
want to bring along some friends, please do.  
This year the cost will be $42 for adults and $30 
for youth under 16.  The cost includes the green 
fees, cart and a small bucket of range balls.    

Family and friends are welcome to join the play-
ers for a post tournament pizza party starting 
about 7:00 pm.  Cost for the pizza and drinks 
will be $6.00 for adults and $3.00 for children 
under 10.   

In a four-person super ball tournament, each 
player on the team hits their ball and then the 
team decides which of the shots is the best.  The 
other balls are picked up and moved to that loca-
tion.  This process is repeated until the team 
gets the ball into the hole.  Super ball is a lot of 
fun for all the players even if they are not the 
best.  The outing committee will try to equalize 
the teams so that each will have a chance to win.  

A sign-up sheet will be placed in the narthex of 
the church asking for the player’s name, handi-
cap or average score.  Please note in the com-
ment column if you would like to play with cer-
tain individuals.  Deadline for signing up is noon 
on Sunday, April 29.  In addition, please provide 
the number of people coming to the pizza party, 
so the committee can determine the best place 
to have it. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Sue Rice 

By Linda Velto 

Newcomer Coffee With 

the Pastor 

If you are new to Good Shepherd, we invite 
you to coffee and light refreshments with 

Pastor Carla at 9:15 a.m. in the sanctuary 
on March 25. It’s an informal time to learn 

about the church and its ministries.   

 

 

On Friday, March 23, we have an opportunity 
to travel in car pools to Sanford to see the live 
musical comedy, Church Basement Ladies.  It 
will play at the Temple Theatre, 120 Carthage St. 
in Sanford at 2:00 PM.   

“In Church Basement Ladies, we meet the pas-
tor, three main kitchen cooks and one daughter 
who run the kitchen and care for the congrega-
tion by preparing and serving the food. Like any 
great kitchen, problems are solved here as well. 
We see the four women handle a Lutefisk Dinner, 
a funeral, an Easter Fund Raiser, and, of course, 
a wedding.”  

We will plan to leave the church at 11:00 AM in 
car pools, have lunch at a restaurant in Sanford, 
and attend the 2:00 PM matinee.  We should be 
back at the church around 5:00 PM. 

We have reserved a block of seats, but if you still 
think that you would like to attend, let Kathy 
Boyer know, and we can get you in on the group 
cost as long as seats are still available. 

Tickets will cost $22. The cost of a lunch will be 
extra.  

We would like to note that there are stairs 
involved in getting to our seating and there 
are no elevators available. 

By Kathy Boyer 

Sunday Morning  

Intergenerational Class 

 

How does your faith intersect with the issues 
and events of everyday life? The Intergenera-
tional Class (ICG), is a great place to explore 
that. Recent discussion topics have included:  
North and South Korean unity at the Olympics, 
sexual harassment and assault, public faith of 
celebrities, social media usage, and gun vio-
lence.  

IGC is open to everyone from middle school 
through adulthood. The format is discussion 
based, encouraging every person to have equal 
voice. It is a safe space to share personal expe-
riences, beliefs, and questions. No preparation is 
necessary! Information about the topic is e-
mailed to class members late in the week for 
those who wish to read about it, but advance 
preparation is optional.  

IGC meets every Sunday morning at High 
House; enjoy refreshments at 9:00 am and dis-
cussion from 9:15-10:00 am. Come once in a 
while, or come every week! 

 

Join us on March 27, at High House, at 7:00 pm, when we discuss The 

Great Influenza: The Epic Story of the Deadliest Plague In History 

by John M. Barry. It examines the 1918 flu pandemic, the worst pan-

demic in history. Barry not only focuses only on what was occurring in 

the United States at the time, but attempts to place it both against the background of 

American history and within the context of the history of medicine.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_M._Barry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1918_flu_pandemic
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With Us 
Palm Sunday 

Flowering Cross 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Easter Bonnet Contest 

Pancake Breakfast 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE MEMBERS: LISA STEMKOWSKI AND  

                                  TERRY HOFFMAN     By Shannon Kirk  

Lisa Stemkowski and Terry Hoffman have been 
attending GSUCC for about a year and they 
joined our church on January 28, 2018.  They 
were looking for more spirituality in their lives, 
and a friend recommended our church.  Prior to 
that, Terry was Mormon, until her mother passed 
away when she was six, and later spent most of 
her life in the Baptist church.  Lisa was raised 
Roman Catholic, and 
had not attended 
church for many years 
before finding GSUCC.  
Lisa works for Greystar 
Management as an As-
sistant Maintenance 
Manager.  Terry is a 
project manager for 
AT&T, and works from 
home, which she loves. 

Both Terry and Lisa 
have been in North 
Carolina for about 40 
years.  Terry grew up 
in Carmel, California, 
whereas Lisa was born 
in Queens, New York, 
and then moved to 
Durham as a child.  
Since 2007 they’ve 
lived in downtown Cary 
and love it.  Lisa and 
Terry were married in 
the garden at the Page-
Walker Hotel in down-
town Cary on Novem-
ber 12, 2016, and had 
their reception at The 
Mayton Inn in down-
town Cary, which they 
describe as “the very 
best day of our lives.”   

Lisa comes from a large 
family—she has four 
sisters and one brother.  While most of her fami-
ly resides in North Carolina, one of her sisters 
lives in Nova Scotia.  Terry has two brothers and 
a sister who live in other states.  She’s particu-
larly close to her eldest brother, Wes, who is a 
constant in their lives.  His visits are highly an-
ticipated, enjoyed and appreciated.  

Terry and Lisa are dog people!  They have three 
canine companions—Savannah, a lab mix, Bug
(AKA—Jazz Malone Cartner Love Buglas L. Roy 
Stemkowski Hoffman), a Jack Russell/Chihuahua 
mix, and Storm, a 16-month old German Shep-
herd puppy.  Storm is a handful!  He is obedience 
trained, and they’re hoping to get his Canine 
Good Citizen Certification and eventually have 

him trained as a thera-
py dog. Unfortunately, 
their dog, Kaden, 
passed away in July of 
last year.  

In addition to loving 
their four-pawed kids, 
the couple enjoys read-
ing and spending time 
with friends.  Terry 
loves cooking and yoga.  
Lisa enjoys jogging, 
swimming, playing gui-
tar and singing. Lisa has 
been in a rock and roll 
band since 1997, 
and really loves making 
music that others can 
enjoy. Finally, they both 
enjoy boating on Lake 
Jordan.  If they’re not 
around in summer, it’s 
easy to find them on 
the water! 

 
Terry joined the Fellow-
ship Ministry, and is in-
terested in the garden 
as well.  Lisa enjoys us-
ing her professional 
knowledge being a part 
of the GSUCC Property 
Ministry.  They are a 
welcome addition to our 
church family! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE MEMBERS: THE HAMISI FAMILY 
 By Amy Murray 

Welcome to the Hamisi family, who 

joined Good Shepherd on January 28, 

2018.  Our church has been involved with 

providing financial and other assistance 

to them since they arrived in the US. 

 

The Hamisi family includes Batendaka, 

mother, and four sons, Bonheur (22), Is-

maili (17), Shukuru (14), and Saidi (11). 

They lived in Tanzania, Africa, before 

coming here. They first applied to come 

to the U.S. in 2009, again in 2015, and 

finally arrived in 2016 as refugees. They 

now live in North Raleigh in an apart-

ment complex. 

The Hamisi’s arrived in July of 

2016 to the United States as 

refugees from Tanzania, Africa 

through the USCRI (United 

States Committee for Refugees 

and Immigrants). In Tanzania 

they lived in a refugee camp 

called Nyarugusu from 1997 un-

til 2016. There are about 

150,000 residents at this camp. 

Life at the camp was very hard. 

They had to retrieve water from 

a well, and had very little meat 

or fresh fruit and vegetables. 

They only occasionally had 

chicken to eat and fish from the 

river near the camp. At the 

camp the boys attended school 

Camp Nyarugusu, 

in Tanzania 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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while their mom worked on the farm growing, harvesting and selling corn. They attended a 

Christian church at the refugee camp called Makerubi. 

 

At three days old, Shukuru was diagnosed with sickle cell disease, which is a common condi-

tion in Africa. The camp lacked the needed medicine and facilities to fully treat his condition. 

As a result, Shukuru spent a lot of time in the hospital as a child. Now that they are in the US, 

the healthcare that he receives is much better and his health is much improved. 

 

Batendaka was raised in the Christian church. Her mother still lives at the camp in Tanzania, 

but her father passed away while they lived in the DRC (Democratic Republic of Congo). She 

has one sister still living there. Batendaka has a very strong faith in God and trusts that He will 

provide and take care of her family. All members of the family were baptized at the refugee 

camp, except for Shukuru, who at the time, was too sick to be baptized. 

 

At the present time, the Hamisi’s live in North Raleigh.  Batendaka works at the Raleigh Mar-

riott in housekeeping. Bonheur works at Winston’s Grille in the kitchen, and attends school at 

Wake Tech to pursue his GED. Ismaili is working at Carraba’s part time (evenings and week-

ends) and attends Sanderson High School where he is a sophomore. Shukuru attends Carroll 

Middle School in the 6th grade, and Saidi attends Green Elementary in the 5th grade. 

 

In their spare time, which is limited, the family enjoys spending time with friends in their 

apartment complex, and the boys enjoy playing basketball and soccer. And Shukuru loves to 

dance. They are grateful for their friends at Good Shepherd UCC, and all the love and support 

they have received from their church family. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Finances First                        By Rob Lundin 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please con-
tact me. 
 
Rob Lundin 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Rob Lundin (treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 4.50% $1,077.67 $136.45 $125,452.04 6/22/2029 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  January 31, 2017** 
 

 
YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 

Budget Delta % 

Total Income $55,575.07 $23,214.59 $32,360.48 139.4% 

Total Expenses $17,390.12 $16,236.00 $1,154.12 7.1% 

Difference $38,184.95       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

Offering Status as of January 31, 2017 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $10,342 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2016 $42,186 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $52,528 $19,083 $33,445 175.3% 

Loose $1,456 $1,679 -$223 -13.3% 

Total for 2017 $53,984 $20,762 $33,222 160.0% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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By Kathy Boyer 

One of the best ways to feel connected and feel 
as though you are part of the family of Good 
Shepherd UCC is to become part of a ministry 
or committee.   
 
When I first started attending GSUCC, I had 
small children, so I helped out in the Sunday 
school classes as a teacher. I got to know the 
other kids and parents with children. Later, I 
became part of the Christian Ed Ministry to help 
design the programs in which my kids were tak-
ing part. As they grew, I helped out in Youth 
Group. 
 
I became a member of the Council so that I 
could better understand the month-to-month 
challenges the church faced and how I could 
use my gifts to help in the areas in which I felt 
comfortable. 
 
On my journey I got to know so many people: 
the founding members, people at my stage in 
life and the new people with wonderful new ide-
as and visions for our future.  
 
We have many places where you can use your 
gifts to help our church continue in its mission 
to each other, the outside community and the 
world beyond. All of the ministries—Deacons, 
Christian Ed, Fellowship, Outreach, Property, 
Social Ministries, and Stewardship—need new 
people with fresh ideas.   
 
The Nominating Committee will be meeting 
soon to find people to fill the open positions on 
the various ministries. If there is a place where 
you feel called to serve, you may contact Kathy 
Boyer. It can be very rewarding to fill a position 
where your gifts and interests are needed. Your 
Good Shepherd family needs you. Where do 
you feel called to help? 

GSUCC Care Team 
By Care Team Coordinators 

  

In case you didn’t know, last year a GSUCC 
Care Team support group was established to 
brighten the lives of those who are sick, shut-in, 
or lonely. This support group includes members 
and friends of our congregation who care for 
other members and friends in the congregation 
who are in need by doing one or more of the 
following as their time permits:   
 

 Sending cards  
 Making telephone calls  
 Sending emails  
 Visiting  
 Providing meals  
 Delivering meals  
 Providing transportation  
 
If you are interested in offering your time and 
energy in one or more of these ways in the 
coming months, email our Care Team coordina-
tors at CareTeam@gsucc.org. Or, if you are in 
need of assistance, you are encouraged to email  
our coordinators at CareTeam@gsucc.org or 
contact your deacon to make us aware of your 
situation and needs.   
  
Barb Eilers, Linda Lahre and Susie Oliver, our 
Care Team coordinators, will be reviewing the 
needs of those in our congregation requiring 
care and following up with support team mem-
bers to meet specific needs. We are fortunate 
that at the present time, we only have a few 
people in our congregation who are in need of 
cards, calls, emails, or visits. 
  
This is a wonderful way to share the light of 
Christ within our congregation and a great op-
portunity to connect with each other. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:CareTeam@gsucc.org
mailto:CareTeam@gsucc.org
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Our March Birthdays 
10  Mike Carney 

12  Darrell Lee 

15  Nick Rice 

17  Grant Murray 

18  Katherine Graham 

 Hodgson 

19  Margo Buchanan 

19  Maia Palango 

20  Cassidy Lee 

21  Nan Alberti 

21  Chuk Gleason 

21  Nancy Akley 

 (Henderson) 

24  Jon Scarantino 

29  Dan Edwards 

If you have a birthday in March and it is 
not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 
and let us know.  

Children  connecting with our future 

March 24, 2018 

All Church Workday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting high on a Workday 

The Property Ministry has scheduled an all-
church workday for Saturday, March 24, starting 
at 9:00 am.  We will have two sessions: from 
9:00 am to noon and from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  
Lunch will be provided for anyone working both 
sessions.  We have a number of different pro-
jects for people of all skill levels.  So, bring your 
work gloves and help us get the buildings and 
grounds ready for Easter.     

Easter candy collection 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please bring in bags of small, individually-wrapped candy to fill the plastic eggs for the children’s 

Easter Egg Hunt. We'll have a basket out in the narthex through Palm Sunday.  The Youth Group will 

fill the eggs after worship on Palm Sunday, March 25.  

By Katherine Gleason 

By Dave Stonefield 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS), is a part of Our 

Church’s Wider Mission in the United Church of Christ 

(UCC).  We will be taking this collection on March 11. 

The donations collected during OGHS are used to 

serve people in crisis. The UCC works with internation-

al partners to provide clean water, food, education, 

health care, small business micro-credit, refugee re-

settlement, and emergency relief.  The UCC responds 

to development, disaster, and refugee needs in 138 

countries and also provides immigration assistance in 

the U.S. The donations collected through the UCC support both domestic (~ 40% of the offerings) and 

international (~ 60% of the offerings) disaster preparedness and response.  

OGHS is not just a UCC relief effort. Seven Christian denominations participate in OGHS including the 

Disciples of Christ, Presbyterian Church, American Baptist Church and others. Of every dollar given to 

OGHS, 95 cents is used directly for mission programming and 5 cents is used to create interpretation 

materials. Administrative costs are paid by gifts to Our Church’s Wider Mission. Below are two exam-

ples of how the OGHS donations are used.  

Fiji community recovers from Cyclone Winston 

February 15, 2018 

Two years ago this month, Sepa and his wife Josivini had cause to wonder whether they and their 

neighbors would live or die as Cyclone Winston roared across their Fiji Islands community of Navaka-

wau, on Taveuni Island, blowing away 96 of the village’s 111 homes, including theirs. Thanks to UCC 

Disaster Ministries, they had shelter in the community hall while they rebuilt their home - and now, 

reliable drinking water and a new health center. 

 

UCC sends $10K to post-Irma Haiti to prevent cholera, malnutrition 

September 13, 2017 

UCC Disaster Ministries has just contributed $10,000 toward a proactive program to prevent cholera 

and malnutrition in Haiti in the wake of Hurricane Irma, and to treat any instances that occur. The im-

plementing partner is IMA World Health, which has had a significant presence in Haiti since 1998, in-

cluding relationships with government and communities. 

 

By Shirley Heiman 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.ucc.org/fiji_community_recovers_from_cyclone_winston
http://www.ucc.org/ucc_sends_10k_to_post_irma_haiti_to_prevent_cholera_malnutrition
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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

The Caring for Creation team invites you to participate in the following ways during March. 

Garden Matters – Janice Meyers and Rebecca Kasapidis have tilled the garden beds. [See the photo 

of them hard at work on Friday, Feb. 16.]  

Beds are being prepared for direct planting of seeds in early March through April. Volunteers will be 

needed to help with planting, watering, and (in a few weeks) harvesting.  Usually, at least two people 

work together, and everyone receives training. If YOU want to volunteer, please contact Charlotte 

Speltz.  

Church Work Day – Come out on Saturday, March 24, to help put up a fence gate and install four 

rain barrels. Rain barrels make it possible to use God’s water resource to irrigate our plants. 

Composting – Beginning March 4, bring rinsed egg shells to church each Sunday and place them in 

the WHITE (color of most eggs!) bucket on the breezeway.  They will be crushed and placed in the 

compost bin at the church.   

Register for Cary Compost Workshops (fee is $5.00) on March 8 (9 – 10 a.m.), March 9 (noon – 1 

p.m.), or March 10 (9 – 10 a.m. and 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.). Participants receive three sample 

bags of FREE compost, and instructions on composting. [If you don’t need the compost, just give it to 

our church for the garden!!!!]  Register on-line at http://classweb.townofcary.org, or call 919-

462-2017. Class takes place at Bond Metro Park Compost Education Center between the Senior Cen-

ter and the Community Center. 

Recycling – Different communities apparently have different requirements. PLEASE CHECK THE RE-

QUIREMENTS for your community. Trying to recycle the wrong items causes great problems at the 

recycling site. 

Recycle small batteries at the church each Sunday, beginning March 4. 

Place them in the BLUE (for battery!) bucket on the breezeway. 

Climate Change and Environmental Advocacy Action Group – We 

are thinking of starting a NEW group THAT DOES NOT GO TO MEETINGS, 

but collaborates by email to receive and give suggestions for ACTIONS 

about climate change and related issues. Relevant email petitions with a 

comment already written (with an option to personalize) can be sent 

quickly. Phone numbers and addresses will be provided for those who 

want to make calls or write letters (factual sample texts provided) to or-

ganizations or government officials so our concerns can be amplified by 

our numbers. Please contact Anne White at anne.lee.white@gmail.com or 

Charlotte Speltz at jspeltz@nc.rr.com  for more information, and to give 

suggestions for forming this group. 

A good way to begin is to check out The Pollinator: An environmental 
justice forum for the sharing of ideas and inspiration, available 
through the UCC at http://www.ucc.org/pollinator.   

By Charlotte Speltz 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:anne.lee.white@gmail.com
mailto:jspeltz@nc.rr.com
http://www.ucc.org/pollinator
http://www.ucc.org/pollinator
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

By Linda Velto 

Community in  the Heart of    Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

Training with IAF 

Pastor Brickhouse and Cary First are hosting an 
information session about the work of the Indus-
trial Areas Foundation (IAF). The IAF assists 
communities in organizing residents with the 
purpose of contributing to human flourishing in 
communities where human development is often 
devalued and human dignity trampled.  These 
efforts take the form of imaginative responses to 
seemingly intractable problems, new relation-
ships overcoming racial, religious and socio-
economic divisions and immediate, and concrete 
victories that change communities for the better 
and inspire hope in the future. 

For over a year, we have been working to create 
an organization that has the ability to act on the 
issues that are important to families in Wake 
County. For the year 2018, this collective body, 
known as WAKE COUNTY SPONSORS will be 
dedicated to equipping clergy and lay leaders 
with the skills needed to lead this effort. 

The session will be held on Monday, March 12th 
at 7:00 p.m. at Cary First Christian Church. We 
will be bringing together members of the com-
munity to hear more about how we can work to 
enact real transformative change within our 
community. 

If you are interested in attending, we need you 
to register by applying at this link. Please regis-
ter so that we may plan accordingly: March 
2018 IAF/Wake County Sponsors Training Ses-
sions. 

By Mycal Brickhouse of 

Cary First Christian Church 

A Matter of Faith:  

Affordable Housing Forum  

March 4th 

 

Habitat Wake is hosting a forum on affordable 
housing, Sunday, March 4, 3:00-4:30 PM at St. 
Paul’s Christian Church, 3331 Blue Ridge Rd. in 
Raleigh. You are invited to join representatives 
from Habitat Wake, the NC Housing Coalition, 
and interfaith leaders for a discussion on the 
growing need for affordable housing in Wake 
County. Speakers and panelists will talk about 
affordable housing advocacy as a matter of faith 
and how you can take action. 

The home project in Apex is moving along well! 
Thanks to Gordon Welles, Chris Alberti, and Dave 
Sniffin, for their time at the building site. Thanks 
also to Lisa Mead for organizing lunch for the 
building team on February 24. This home will on-
ly become a reality through the work of many 
volunteers.  

If you are interested in participating in one of the 
remaining building dates, visit the Cary Coalition 
sign-up page at this link: http://vhub.at/
carycoalition. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://goo.gl/forms/97f9CTwjOPSTqSH22
https://goo.gl/forms/97f9CTwjOPSTqSH22
https://goo.gl/forms/97f9CTwjOPSTqSH22
http://vhub.at/carycoalition
http://vhub.at/carycoalition
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Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Children & Youth Ministries: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Bob Bedi 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. 
Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9:30 a.m. — 12 p.m. 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

 

 

The Voting Rights advocacy team is beginning its 
work with projects to educate and engage voters 
about the upcoming primary elections in May. 
The deadline for registration is April 13, to be eli-
gible for the May 8 primary. Voter registration 
forms will be available in the narthex. If you 
have moved recently, we encourage you to up-
date your voter registration before the deadline. 
If you have new neighbors, consider taking forms 
to them. 

Stay tuned for voting information to come 
through March and April. If you would like to get 
involved in our work surrounding voting issues, 
contact Linda Velto.  

 

By Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

