
THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE 
“. . . The sheep follow the shepherd, for they know his voice.” – John 10:4 

Good Shepherd 

United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road, Cary, NC  27513 

Intergenerational Class:  9:00 a.m. 

Followers Class for Adults:  9:15 a.m.  

Sunday Morning Worship and Child Care:  10:30 a.m. 

  Classes for Children K–5:  10:45 a.m. 

  Wednesday Choir Rehearsal:  7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

Pat Russell Announces 

His Retirement 
After eight years as the pastor of Good 

Shepherd UCC and more than forty years as 

an ordained minister, Pat Russell has 

announced his retirement at the end of 

December.  He will be 

moving to Colorado, 

where he was born, to 

be closer to family 

and long-time friends. 

Pat says he will 

remember his years 

at Good Shepherd as 

a real highlight of his 

ministry.  He has 

loved the people, appreciated the courage 

and creativity of the congregation, and has 

been delighted with the sense of Team Spirit 

that is so much a part of this church.   

Pat plans to buy a home in the Rockies less 

than an hour from Denver.  He‟ll be close to 

ski resorts, river rafting, stunning mountain 

scenery, hiking and mountain biking trails, 

historic sites from the days of the Gold 

Rush, a hot springs with baths and an indoor 

pool, an old operating mountain railroad, as 

well as all the cultural opportunities that 

abound in the Denver area.  He‟s looking for 

a place that will have plenty of room to host 

individuals, families, and groups as guests.   

He‟d love for you to plan a visit!  

 

 

ON A SOLID ROCK 

WE STAND 

By Barb Eilers, Moderator 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ is 

built on a solid rock.  After almost 25 years 

of all kinds of weather we are and continue 

to be a strong family of faith with amazing 

possibility.  Pat has played an important part 

in our growth and rootedness.   We have 

heard God‟s voice and felt the spirit in so 

many people and places we may have never 

noticed.  How many sermons have you 

heard with Monk, the Weather Channel and 

Bull Riding combined in one?  Where else 

would you have understood the true 

meaning of a Namaste relationship and been 

able to experience it with Cary First, 
 (Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

The Carolina Roller Girls, Good Shepherd 

Presbyterian Church and China, just to name 

a few.  We have also defined who we are 

through the Six Cs, and have developed a 

process to envision for the future. 

 With these gifts in mind, the leaders of 

GSUCC have started to think about ways to 

appreciate the present and consider what 

comes next.  Our church by-laws provide for 

a situation just like this.  A search 

committee has been formed to help us take 

the first step of finding an interim minister 

to support us while we take the time we 

need to find a permanent pastor.  According 

to the by-laws, I have selected the three 

members who will make up the interim 

search committee, which includes one 

person from Staff Relations--Gail Stonefield, 

one person from Council--Linda Velto, and 

one person from the congregation at large--

Larry Dickinson.  With the efforts of these 

three we will be provided with a candidate 

for consideration.  The priority is to find 

someone who is trained in being an 

intentional interim minister and affiliated 

with the United Church of Christ.  An 

intentional interim minister is aware of what 

a church needs while it prepares to call a 

new pastor.  This person is not a candidate 

for the permanent position, but concentrates 

on helping us to grieve and supporting us in 

the task at hand. 

 After we have selected an interim minister, 

another search committee will be formed by 

the Council to find a permanent pastor.  This 

committee will consist of 7-9 members of 

the congregation that represent the diversity 

within our family.  It is anticipated that 

Council will appoint this committee as early 

as November.  This committee will begin 

with building a profile that summarizes who 

we are as a congregation, informs the 

candidates about our church and also guides 

the committee in its search.  Believe it or 

not, the work of considering who we are as a 

congregation began more than two years 

ago as we went through the visioning 

process with the Vitality Team.  But there is 

still work to be done and you can expect the 

search committee to reach out for your 

input.  Once the profile is complete, the 

search process will begin. 

We are blessed to have Pat with us for three 

more months.  It is a time to celebrate and 

appreciate Pat and his ministry.  It is also a 

time for family preparation and discernment.  

I welcome you to jump right in and enjoy 

the ride 

 

The Deacons of Good Shepherd UCC are 

honored to invite you to their Annual 

Deacons‟ Potluck which will follow worship 

this Sunday October 2.  In order to maintain 

personal contact with the members and 

friends of GSUCC, each of the Deacons 

assumes responsibility to maintain contact 

with particular individuals and families within 

the congregation.  In this way, the Deacons 

help the congregations share in the joys of 

each individual or family and also help the 

congregation respond appropriately when 

individuals or families are in need of 

support.  

At the Deacons‟ Potluck, members and 

friends of GSUCC will sit with their assigned 

Deacon.  This event is intended to 

strengthen the relationships between the 

Deacons and all the members of the 

congregation. 

Please bring two side dishes to share.  

Chicken, drinks and table service will be 

provided. 
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ANNUAL YOUTH GROUP 

PUMPKIN CARVING PARTY!! 

All Middle School and High School members 

of the Good Shepherd UCC 

Youth Group are invited to 

the Annual Pumpkin 

Carving Party!  The party will 

be held from 5:00 pm till 

8:00 pm on Sunday, 

October 30, at High House.  This is a “BYOP” 

event – please “Bring Your Own Pumpkin,” 

along with the appropriate carving tools.  

Hot dogs, drinks, and table service will be 

provided, and each member of the Youth 

Group is asked to bring a side dish to share.  

Stewardship Campaign Begins 

Good Shepherd UCC‟s 

Stewardship Ministry is 

pleased to announce the 
beginning of our 2011 

Stewardship Campaign. 

This year„s campaign 

starts on Sunday, October 2, and concludes 

with Consecration Sunday on October 23. 

The theme of this year„s Stewardship 
Campaign is Imagine! The purpose of the 

campaign is to encourage members and 

friends of Good Shepherd to continue their 

support for their church through the 

generous sharing of their time, energy, and 
dollars throughout the coming year.  

Each week the campaign will focus on a 

different dimension of the theme.  During 

the Campaign, members and friends of Good 

Shepherd will explore what it means to 

Imagine how their pledge to GSUCC can 

make a difference. A different Stewardship 

Speaker will be featured each week. Pledge 

cards will be mailed to members and friends 

in mid-October so that the cards can be 

filled out and returned by Consecration 

Sunday, October 23. The amount of money 

pledged will help determine our budget and 

our ministry for the coming year. 

 

The Stewardship Ministry is collecting items 

that can be used for the Silent Auction, 

which is part of our Harvest Dinner & Friend-

Raiser on October 29. If you or someone 

you know has something that you would be 

willing to donate for the auction, please 

contact Mike Smith or any member of the 

Stewardship Ministry before October 15.  

Some ideas for items we are looking for are: 

 Gift Certificates 

 Autographed Memorabilia 

 Jewelry 

 Weekend getaways 

 New items valued at more than $25 

 Services (i.e. lawn mowing/yard work, 

painting, etc.) 

 

CHILDREN’S CHORALE 

WILL SING 
 
The Children‟s Chorale is back! Kids, 

come share your voices with the 

congregation!  Please join us for an 

important rehearsal on this Sunday, 

October 2nd, at 9:30 a.m. in the 

sanctuary. On Sunday, October 9, we‟ll 

meet at 10:00 a.m. in the library for a 

brief rehearsal before we sing in worship 

that day. All kids are welcome and 

encouraged to sing – the more, the 

merrier! If you have any questions, 

please contact Linda Velto, Chris Alberti, 

or Carla Gleason.  

Our Children‟s Chorale is part of the 

Children dimension of our mission and 

ministry described by the Six C‟s. 



 
  4 No matter who you are 

  or where you are on life‟s journey, 

  you are welcome here. 

 
 
 

IMAGINE…the smells of turkey and 

dressing wafting pleasantly through our 

sanctuary.  
 

…one of the best meals you'll have this 

Fall, with heaping helpings of real 

mashed 

potatoes, giblet 

gravy, fresh 
cranberry 

sauce, genuine 

green bean 

casserole, and 

homemade 
gingerbread.   

 

…a time when there will be church 

members busily preparing our church for 

friends from the Cary community and for 
family. 

 

… a time when members of GSUCC, 

GSPC, and many other churches can 

gather together to enjoy both food and 

fellowship. 
 

IT’S… 

 …a fund-raiser to support our important 

church work AND a friend-raiser to build 

our church community. 
 

…the First Annual Harvest Dinner, hosted 

by us, Good Shepherd UCC, on Saturday 

evening,  October 29, with seatings at 

5:30 pm and 7:00 pm. 
 

…going to be a true effort by the entire 

congregation working together.   

 

SO… 
…whether you want to join the many 

hands which will prepare and serve 

this first annual tradition, or just want to 

come and eat, you are very welcome to 

join us …we‟ve got a  place just for YOU!! 

 

To sign up to help prepare the meal, 

please contact Claire Jenkins (368-

879) or Mike Rowland (896-8606). 
 

To purchase tickets - $10 for adult, $5 

for kids 3 to 10 years (Kids under 3 eat 

FREE) look for TICKET SELLERS in the 

Breezeway after worship, or give Claire a 
call. (There will be NO TICKETS available 

the day of the event!) 

 

CRG SATURDAY, 

NOVEMBER 19 

 

 

 

 

 

Here‟s an early reminder to be at Dorton 

Arena at the State Fair Grounds on Saturday 

afternoon and evening, November 19.  Not 

only will you get to see our favorite Carolina 

Rollergirls (CRG) skating in a double-header.  

You‟ll also be present as our own GSUCC 

Choir takes center stage in the arena to sing 

the National Anthem for CRG and more than 

1500 enthusiastic fans!  This is the first time 

ever that a church choir has sung the 

National Anthem for a Roller Derby event! 

The Outreach Ministry is designing t-shirts to 

be worn that day by the choir and all 

members and friends of GSUCC.  That way 

our presence and support for CRG can 

become more visible.  Group tickets will be 

purchased so that all the fans from Good 

Shepherd can be seated together in the 

stands.  Watch for more detailed information 

to follow.  In the meantime, save that date 

so that you can be part of an historic event! 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

 

 
“This is the day which the Lord has made.  

We will rejoice and be glad in it” 

(Psalm 118:24) 

 

  Even when that day is a TERRIBLE, 

HORRIBLE, NO GOOD, VERY BAD DAY!  

 
During the 2011-2012 Church School 

Year, we will focus on a number of 

stories about very bad days in the Bible 

and how God fixed them. Each month we 

will concentrate on one key story with 
one key Biblical truth that we want our 

children to remember and apply in their 

daily lives. Each Sunday, our children will 

experience the Bible story chosen for that 

month in active, fun ways. We will drive 

home the point of the story through Bible 
exploration, discussion, games and 

activities that engage kids in multiple 

ways through a variety of learning styles.  

 

Every Sunday, the children Grades K 
through 5, will join together in one 

classroom. Each Sunday will unite them 

with a different teacher (there are 4), 

just to keep it fresh and interesting.  On 

the first Sunday of the month we will 
hear the story and examine it through 

art. The second Sunday will find us 

hearing the story again, learning more 

about it through music. The third 

Sunday of the month, we will again  

retell the story and experience it through 

a kaleidoscope of activities (e.g. 

games, science, cooking – whatever is 
most appropriate). And then on the 

fourth Sunday, we will use drama to 

get into the nitty-gritty of the Biblical 

account. 

 
This month, October, our spotlight will be 

on the story of Noah. This is a story that 

never ceases to fascinate adults and 

children.  It appears to be a "short story" 

but it is actually quite long.  It also has 

multiple messages from our Lord, but the 
key message to our children is that God 

wants us to obey Him.   

 

We hope your child will join us as we help 

them see how dried beans, cardboard 
tubing, pipe cleaners, and much more, 

can bring this story of “100% chance of 

rain” to life. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our October Birthdays 

 3 ...... Chris Alberti 

 3 ...... Carolyn Lundin 

 6 ...... Sonja Bedi 

 7 ...... Karen Getz  

 8 ...... Stephanie Snyder 

 14 .... Jim Adkins 

 15 .... Susi Oliver 

 19 .... Andrea Bedi 

 20 ....  Douglas Wilson 

 23 .... Leah Vaughan 

 25 .... Joyce Faulkner 

 28 .... Shawn Smith 

 29 .... Alexis Rice 

 

If you have a birthday in September and it is 

not listed, please call 481-1441 and let us 

know. 
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OCTOBER WORSHIP 

EXPERIENCES 

You‟ll want to be with us each week in 

October as we celebrate Favorite Hymn 

Month and also Stewardship Month.  Each 

Sunday during our Stewardship Moment a 

different speaker will talk about the impact 

that Good Shepherd has had on their lives.  

Robin Finley will be our Liturgist for the 

month, and Zach McElroy and Talya Dressler 

will take turns serving as our Youth Liturgist. 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, October 2 – Along 

with churches around the globe, we will be 

celebrating World Communion Sunday.  Pat 

will share the final of three children‟s 

sermons on Communion.  His message that 

day will be Jesus Defines His Ministry based 

on a sermon first delivered in March, 2006.  

Interestingly, this is the sermon when Pat 

first talked about the notion of Focus, which 

has since become a central theme in our 

understanding of the Six C‟s.  The scriptures 

for the day will be Psalm 119:105-112 and 

Luke 4:16-21.  Communion will be served 

by Distribution, and our annual Deacons‟ 

Potluck follows immediately after worship! 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, October 9 – Pat‟s 

sermon this morning is also based on a 

sermon from 2006, but this time the main 

topic is Balance, another central theme in 

our understanding of the Six C‟s today.  The 

sermon is called Shifting the Balance, and 

the scriptures for the day will be Exodus 

17:1-7 and Luke: 13:18-21. 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, October 16 – Since 

this is the third Sunday of the month, it is 

our monthly Praise Service.  Pat‟s message 

will be The Final Performance, based on a 

sermon from July of 2009 that sheds some 

light on what it really means to work as a 

Team.  The scriptures for the day will be 

Galatians 3:26-29 and John 3:1-13, 16-17. 

Communion will be served by Intinction. 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, October 23 – This is 

the day that we will conclude our 

Stewardship Month activities with 

Consecration Sunday.  Our celebration will 

include the dedication of our tithes and 

pledges for 2012.  Linda Velto will be leading 

worship and delivering the sermon. 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, October 30 – 

Whenever a month has five Sundays, on the 

Fifth Sunday of that month we take turns 

with our Sister Church, Cary First, hosting 

each other for worship followed by a 

delicious dinner.  This month we will be the 

guests of Cary First at 1109 Evans Road 

(see article on page 7).  You‟re bound to 

enjoy the inspiring music, the warm 

fellowship, and Pat Russell will be preaching 

his favorite sermon of all time. 

 

 

 

 

We will all miss Pat here at Good Shepherd 

when he moves on to retirement.   For 

years, his drum playing has been an integral 

part of the Praise Team at GSUCC.  We 

greatly appreciate all of the time that Pat 

has dedicated to practicing and playing at 

our worship services.  His drumming has 

truly enriched our worship music over the 

years.   Since we do not have any guarantee 

that Pat‟s replacement will play the drums, 

we will be facing a definite empty space in 

the sound of the band when Pat retires at 

the end of this year.   

If you have drumming talent and want to 

share your gift with the church, please 

contact Chris Alberti or any other member of 

the Music Committee.  The Praise Team 

practices on the two Wednesday evenings 

prior to the third Sunday of each month and 

leads the congregation in singing on the 

third Sunday. 
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The members and friends of Good Shepherd 

UCC will visit their sister congregation, Cary 

First Christian Church, on Sunday, October 

30.  We will join our sisters and brothers for 

an uplifting worship experience at 10:30 

a.m.  Pat Russell will deliver the morning 

message.  Following the service, Cary First 

will host a marvelous lunch for both 

congregations. 

Cary First is located at 1109 Evans Road, 

just minutes from Good Shepherd.  To reach 

Cary First, turn right out of the GSUCC 

parking lot onto NW Maynard Road.  Follow 

Maynard Road to Evans Road, the first turn 

after crossing Chapel Hill Road.  Turn left 

onto Evans Road.  The church will be on 

your left in two or three blocks, and parking 

is available at the rear of the church. 

Good Shepherd and Cary First have a long-

standing tradition of joining together for 

worship on the fifth Sunday of any month 

that has five Sundays.  The churches take 

turns hosting each other.  The guest church 

normally provides the morning speaker, and 

the host church provides lunch.  Cary First 

members will be our guests at Good 

Shepherd on Sunday, January 29, 2012.  

   

 

 

 

 

SHE’S COMING BACK 

TO GOOD SHEPHERD!! 
 

Quiet!  It‟s a secret!  She‟s coming back to 

Good Shepherd! 

Who‟s coming back?  None other than our 

favorite singer-songwriter, recording artist, 

and contemporary theologian, Vaughan 

Penn!  Having just released her latest solo 

CD, Vaughan will 

be appearing live in 

concert at Good 

Shepherd UCC on 

Friday, December 

2, at 8:00 pm. 

Those of you who 

were blest to be at 

Good Shepherd for 

Vaughan‟s concert 

in October of 2010 

will never forget 

her deeply personal 

relationship with 

the audience, her exquisite gifts as a 

musician, and the powerful, healing Truth 

she conveys so clearly through her music 

and lyrics.  You are not ever likely to see a 

more touching or life-giving concert in such 

an intimate setting. 

You‟ll get lots more information on 

Vaughan‟s concert in the weeks to come.  

But in the meantime, remember that it‟s a 

secret!  So don‟t tell anyone – anyone, that 

is, except your family, neighbors, friends, 

co-workers, the grocery clerk, and anyone 

else you know who might enjoy the most 

remarkable concert experience of the year!  

Just ask anyone who attended Vaughan‟s 

concert at Good Shepherd last October!  Be 

sure to be on hand to welcome Vaughan 

back to GSUCC on Friday, December 2, 

beginning at 8:00 pm! 
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The purpose of GSUCC‟s  youth ministry is 

to provide communities of belonging, 

through which 

our adolescents 

can explore and 

affirm who they 

are as gifted 

people of God 

and actively live 

out their 

Christian faith 

within the body 

of Christ and all 

God„s creation.  

All pre-teens and 

teens, Grade 6-

12, are welcome to join us. 

 

As we head into the last three months of 

2011, our Middle and Senior High youth will 

be getting together at least once a month 

for study, for team-building, for reaching out 

to one another, and for building new and 

strengthening old friendships.  Our planned 

meeting day will be the THIRD SUNDAY of 

each month, 12:15-2:15 pm, at High House.  

Other Activity Dates that Have Been Set Are: 

When? What 

Time? 

What To do? 

Where? 

Friday, 
October 28 

5:30 pm Set-up and setting of 
tables for the Harvest 
Festival 

Saturday: 
October 29 

5:00 pm 
 

Middle School kids to 
serve at the first seating 
of the Harvest Festival 
Dinner 

Saturday, 
October 29 

5:45 pm Senior High kids to 
serve at the second 
seating of the Harvest 
Festival Dinner 

Sunday, October 
30 

5 pm-8 
pm 

Our Annual Pumpkin 
Carving and Hot Dog 
Supper at High House. 
This is a BYOP (Bring 
Your Own Pumpkin) 
event 

Saturday, 
November 5 

9:00 am All-Church Clean-up 
Day 

Saturday, 
November 19 

2:00 pm Carolina Roller Girls at 
Dorton Arena. We need 
both volunteers and 
fans for this 
monumental event, 
where the GSUCC Choir 
will be the first church 
choir ever to sing the 
National Anthem at a 
Roller Girls Derby bout. 

GOOD SHEPHERD UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1050 NW Maynard Road, Cary NC  27513 

Office Hours:  By appointment and 

   Tuesday through Thursday, 4:00 – 6:00 pm 

Phone:  (919) 481-1441; FAX:  (919) 481-0015 

Pat Russell‟s home phone:  (919) 468-9668 

Website:  www.gsucc.org 

Ministers:  The People of Good Shepherd 

Pastor:  The Reverend (F. Patrick) Pat Russell 

Licensed Minister:  Linda Velto 

Moderator:  Barb Eilers 

Secretary:  Claudia Ellers 

Pianist:  Linda Velto 

Choir Director:  Carla Gleason 

Praise Team Director:  Chris Alberti 

Custodian:  Mary Snyder 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Friday, 
December 2 

8:00 pm Vaughan Penn Concert 
at GSUCC. Youth will 
serve desserts and 
beverages to the patrons 
attending 

Sunday 
December 11  

12:30 pm Christmas Celebration and 
secret Santa at High House 

 TREASURER'S NOTES: 

 

Please remember to review and monitor your pledges by mailing your contribution checks 

to: 

 

     Good Shepherd UCC 

     Attn: Treasurer 

     1050 NW Maynard Rd 

     Cary, NC 27513 

 

Offering Status as of August 31, 2011  

Offering Type YTD Budgeted 

YTD 

Delta Delta % 

Pledges Received 97,126.50 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2010 5,200.00 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges 102,326.50 100,900.00 1,426.50 1.41% 

Loose 10,322.43 6,973.68 3,348.75 48.02% 

Total for 2011 112,648.93 107,873.68 4,775.25 4.43% 
 

Our loan status as of August 31, 2011 is: 

 
Mortgage 

 
Rate 

 
Balance 

Monthly 
Payment 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement  7.0  188,148.47 2,651.55 04/30/2019 

Scholarship CDs 
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 Current Balance Matures Rate 

Scholarship CD #212664 

Crescent State 

 

4,689.46 

 

5/11 Annually 

 

.700 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

9:00am Eastern NC 

Association Meeting, 

Umstead Park UCC 

2 

10:30am 

 World Communion 

Sunday 

Noon- Deacon‟s Potluck 

3 

6:30pm Staff 

Relation, L 

7:30pm Christian Ed, 

HH 

 

4 

9:00am Men‟s 

Breakfast, 

Barry‟s 

 

5 

8:30pm – Praise 

Team Musicians, 

S 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

5:00–9:00pm:Telugu 

Christian  

 S & Ed/B 

9  

 

10 

7:30pm Property 

Ministry, K 

7:30pm Outreach, L 

11 

7:30pm 

Deacons, L 

12 

7:00pm Praise 

Team, S 

8:15pm Music 

Committee, K 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16      P R A I S E  

S E R V I CE  

 

17 

 

18. 

9:00am Men‟s 

Breakfast, 

Barry‟s  

19 

 

20 

7:30pm 

Council, L 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23  

10:30am Consecration 

Sunday 

 

24 

7:00pm – Social 

Ministries, L 

 

25 

7:00pm – 

Stewardship, L 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

5:45pm 

Harvest 

Festival prep. 

29 

5:00pm Harvest 

Dinner and Friend- 

Raiser, S, ED/B 

30 

10:30am GSUCC at 

Cary First 

5:00pm Youth Pumpkin 

Carving, HH 

Newsletter Deadline 

31      

Ed/B=Education 

Building 

CR=Copy Room HH=High 

House 

K=Kitchen L=Library S=Sanctuary Hours in red =A.M. 
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Dorcas Ministries Is Now 

In Its New Location! 

Dorcas Ministries has now moved from 

Maynard Road to its new location at 187 High 
House Road in Cary Plaza! They are open for 

business as of October 1 and are accepting 

donations at the new 

facility. As you do your 

fall cleaning, please drop 
off gently used clothing, 

household items, toys, 

and other items. The 

drop-off facility is open Monday through 

Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and 

Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. All 
donations are eligible for a tax receipt during 

these hours. Your donations will be turned 

into profit to fund many programs conducted 

by the Dorcas Crisis Ministry.  

While you are there, you just may find some 
tempting treasures available for purchase at a 

real bargain price.  That‟s one more way 

GSUCC can help to provide funds for those in 

need. Our efforts in supporting Dorcas relate 

to Community, one of our church‟s Six C‟s, so 
donate generously and purchase freely! 

Meet the Member: 

 Nell Sears 

This month‟s member profile is on our dear 

Nell Sears.  

Those of you 

who may be  

relatively new 

to the church 

may not know 

Nell, as she 

hasn‟t been 

able to attend 

services for the 

past 6 or 7 

years due to 

declining 

health, but her life parallels and mirrors the 

journey of the United Church of Christ in 

general and Good Shepherd United Church of 

Christ in particular. 

Nell, who is Susie Oliver‟s aunt, was born in 

Morrisville in 1922.  She was the eighth of ten 

children, her father a minister, as was his 

father before him.  By the time Nell was born, 

however, her father was a teacher at the old 

Cary High School on Academy Street.  

Although she says she “never felt poor,” they 

lived without electricity or running water, 

canned much of their food, raised chickens, 

and butchered their own hogs.   

Nell graduated from Cary High School in 1940 

and went to work in the store owned by one 

of her sisters and her husband.  There she 

met and fell in love with a handsome country 

boy named Bus Sears, who used to “hang out” 

at the store, no doubt to chat with the pretty 

young clerk!   After a brief courtship, they 

embarked on a life journey together which 

lasted for sixty-seven years and produced 

three sons.   

Nell went to work after her three boys were in 

school, spending the majority of her working 

years as the receptionist for the Apex Funeral 

Home.  There she was able to employ her 

kind, loving nature to help families in the first 

days of their grief.  She felt her job became a 

sort of ministry, and she found the work very 

rewarding. 

Nell‟s roots go deep into the fabric of the 

United Church of Christ in North Carolina.  Her 

grandfather, a minister in what was then 

known as the Christian Church, organized a 

dozen congregations in this part of the state.  

A brief history of our church is in order here to 

explain the paragraph above.  The Plymouth 

Rock pilgrims (who reached these shores in 

1620) were Congregationalists, a Protestant 

group seeking religious freedom in the 

American colonies.  During the 1700‟s and 
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1800‟s members of the Evangelical and 

Reformed German churches also migrated to 

the colonies.  In the early 1800‟s the Christian 

Church was founded in the United States, a 

uniquely American creation.  

These four groups came together in 1957 to 

form the United Church of Christ.  Just 30 

years later, in 1987, Good Shepherd United 

Church of Christ was founded, led by the 

Reverend Ed Rawls.  Nell, the granddaughter 

of a minister of that early Christian Church, 

was a founding member of GSUCC.   

During Rev. Rawls‟s time as pastor, in 1995, 

our group built and moved into our lovely 

building on Maynard Road.   Nell‟s husband, 

Bus, helped clear, grade, and excavate the 

building site.  In 2001 the church purchased 

the house on High House Road to provide 

additional office and meeting space.  

 Rev. Rawls left in 1999, and he was followed 

by the Reverend June Fulton, who served as 

our interim pastor until Rev. Pat Russell was 

called by the church in 2003. 

Nell has been a faithful member of GSUCC 

during all its lifetime.  It is to faithful servants 

of God such as Nell that we owe a debt of 

gratitude for the work she did in the early 

years, so that we can enjoy the loving church 

family we have today.  For Nell, her faith did 

not come to her in a dramatic life-altering 

epiphany; it was just a natural part of life.  As 

she says, “We just lived it and we honored it.”  

As Charles Dickens said, may that be truly 

said of us, and all of us!   

Thank you, dear sweet Nell, for your labor in 

the vineyard of the Lord and for a life which 

stands as an example to us all. 
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