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Soon we will be rolling out the GSUCC 2018 Mission Spending Plan (a.k.a. 
budget) and you will see some big numbers! Big numbers because God’s call 
to us is BIG and our capacity for ministry is BIG. Our mission spending plans 
includes supporting our staff, facility maintenance and upgrades, and in-
creased benevolent spending. 
 
On the Sundays in October, you will have the chance to hear from congre-
gants about ministries of the congregation. Early in October, you will receive 
our narrative budget and later in the month you will be mailed pledge cards. 
On October 29, in worship, we will dedicate our pledges for 2018 and cele-
brate the mission God has given us. 
 
During worship in the month of October, we will also explore four biblical 
characters who “make it happen” by joining in God’s work in the world: Sol-
omon, Tamar, Jairus, and Joanna. As followers of Christ, we seek to follow 
Jesus’ call to give of ourselves and our resources, offer acts of mercy, be 
agents of healing, and “make it happen” in our world.  But, it is not just a 
set of actions we are called to; it is a way of being. A way of being that is 
committed to being part of God’s unfolding plans for transformation, whole-
ness, and extravagant grace. Together, let’s “make it happen!” 
 

 

A Mission Spending Plan is what we sometimes call a budget. But it is more 
than just the amount of money we expect to take in and the amount of 
money we expect to spend. A Mission Spending Plan is a tool for supporting 
the mission and ministry of our congregation. It’s not just about line items, 
but about what God is calling us to do and who God is calling us to be. 

(continued on page 2) 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
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  By Linda Velto 

By Linda Velto 

Communion  connecting with God 

A small group is meeting on Monday evenings 
from 7:00-8:30 to discuss the book Prophetic 
Faith: Exploring Social Justice Advocacy as a 
Congregation by Trish Greeves. The first meet-
ing was September 25. It is not too late to join 
the conversation, which will meet each Monday 
through November 6. 
 
The text invites readers to explore how and why 
to respond to the biblical call for social justice in 
ways that are faithful to our Christian vocation 
and yet respect our pluralistic democracy and 
the principles of separation of church and state. 
Topics addressed include the political implica-
tions of biblical faith; public and private arenas 
for expressing faith; individual and communal 
forms of religious practices; the difference be-
tween social justice and social outreach; the im-
pact of social location and false certainties on 
our perspectives; resistance to addressing con-
troversial issues in church; civil religion as the 
conflation of God and country; how social justice 
advocacy strengthens the roots and fruits of our 
faith; what the separa-
tion of church and state 
means and doesn’t 
mean; and how to over-
come paralysis when 
facing the complexity of 
social issues. 
 
Books are available for 
purchase for $8 on Ama-
zon, and the church also 
has a supply to loan. 
Contact Linda Velto for 
more information at 
lindavelto@gmail.com.  

 

Yes, you read that title right—plans for the 
Christmas Cantata are already underway, de-
spite our temperatures still being in the 80s. If 
you enjoy singing but can’t commit to the choir 
for the whole year, consider joining the cantata 
choir. Rehearsals will be Wednesday evenings at 
7:30, beginning October 18. One extra rehearsal 
is scheduled for Saturday, December 16, from 9-
11 a.m. The cantata will be part of the worship 
service on December 17. Rehearsal tracks are 
available for extra individual practice. For more 
information, see Carla Gleason or Linda Velto. 

Our Wednesday Spirituality Group meets at 
10:30 a.m. at High House. On September 27, 
we began a seven-week series using the book 
Prophetic Faith: Exploring Social Justice Advo-
cacy as a Congregation by Trish Greeves. The 
text invites readers to explore how and why to 
respond to the biblical 
call for social justice in 
ways that are faithful to 
our Christian vocation 
and yet respect our 
pluralistic democracy 
and the principles of 
separation of church 
and state. Please join 
us!  

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

This year’s Mission Spending Plan will be presented as a “narrative.” You will receive a special email in 
early October that tells the story of our ministries in pictures, words and a few numbers. Dollar fig-
ures will be used, but you will see broad categories instead of 106 lines in a spreadsheet. 
(Spreadsheet lovers, do not fear! A detailed line item budget will still be available for all who wish to 
see one.) Some expenses such as the pastor’s salary will be spread among various categories to re-
flect the areas where she spends her time in ministry. We will also highlight a few areas where we 
want to expand our ministry. 

We hope that in our presentation of the 2018 Mission Spending Plan you will see how the numbers 
translate into ministry and how you are invited to be a partner in that ministry, how you are invited to 
participate in “making it happen.” 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

As we move in to the fall, I am aware of 

all we have to celebrate—30 years of min-

istry in Cary, the work of the strategic 

planning team, the beginning of steward-

ship season, 30 kids in Sunday school, 

High House renovations on the horizon—

just to name a few!  

 

I am personally grateful for all the sup-

port we have received from the congrega-

tion as we welcomed Jameana and Jy’ana 

into our family. When folks ask, “How’s it 

going?” I try to be honest. Some days are 

good, some are hard, and some are real-

ly, really hard. At the same time, I try to 

protect the girls’ privacy and not use you 

all to work through all our issues as we 

create this new family. We have a good 

therapist for that! :-)  Please know that 

the road of trauma and adoption is a long 

one and we will continue to need your 

support and understanding.  

 

I am so grateful to have such a loving 

church in which to raise our children. And 

not only our children, but so many other 

children! And not only children, but adults 

too! We are ALL still learning and growing 

into what it means to be children of God 

and followers of Jesus. And I’m so glad to 

get to do that with you all. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Carla 

Newcomer Coffee  

With the Pastor 

If you are new to Good Shepherd, 

we invite you to coffee with Pastor 

Carla at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctu-

ary on October 22. It’s an infor-

mal time to learn about the 

church and its ministries.   

 
 
 
You are invited to the Annual Gathering of the 
Eastern North Carolina Association (ENCA) of 
the Southern Conference of the United Church 
of Christ on Saturday, October 14, 2017, at 
Burchette Chapel United Church of Christ, 
148 Burchette Chapel Road, Manson, NC. 
The gathering is from 8:30-2:00, and our 
theme is “Tearing Down the Walls that 
Separate Us.”  
 
Worship will be led by Rev. David Mateo, who 
leads La Mesa y Cafe at United Church of Chap-
el Hill. Workshops will explore Racial Injustice in 
the Criminal System with Rev. Angela Rob-
erson, Immigration in Today’s Environment with 
Rev. David Mateo, and Moving Beyond the Wel-
come: Intrinsic Fabric of Christ’s DNA with Rev. 
Dian Jackson Griffin Davis. 
 
You can register online or there will be forms in 
the narthex.   

ENCA Annual Gathering  

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/enca-annual-meeting-tickets-37619581180?aff=es2
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          By Kathy Boyer 

We had a delicious and productive salad potluck in September while we made plans for the rest of this 

year. We hope you can join us at some point. All women in the church are welcome. 

 

Mark your calendars for: 

 

 

Thursday, October 19 

We plan to visit some of the international food shops in the Chat-

ham Square shopping center on the corner of SE Maynard and 

Chatham Streets in Cary. Then we will meet to dine at the Es-

meralda Grill, which is located at 748 E. Chatham Street in that 

same shopping center. Esmeralda Grill features “authentic Mexi-

can food.” Their website is www.esmeraldagrill.com, if you would 

like to check out their menu items. 

 

If you want to explore the international shops, join us at 6:00 

p.m., or if you would only like to meet us for dinner, join us at 

7:00 p.m. at Esmeralda Grill. 

 

 

Thursday, November 9 

Munchies and a Movie featuring “The Shack” - Bring a snack to share and 

join us for viewing this movie with a brief discussion afterwards. We will start 

to gather at 6:30 p.m. and show the movie at 7:00 p.m. 

 

In the movie, a grieving man receives a mysterious, personal invitation to 

meet with God at a place called “The Shack.” 

 

This event will be open to the whole church. 

 

 

December Christmas Party (Date TBD) 

The Women’s Fellowship Christmas party is always a great time and not to be missed. We all bring ap-

petizers and/or desserts to share while we play games and have a great time together. It culminates 

with our mystery anonymous wrapped gift exchange. More details on this event will be forthcoming. 

 

If you have any questions on the planned events, or if you would like to plan an event in which we can 

all participate, contact Kathy Boyer at nckathyb@gmail.com.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.esmeraldagrill.com
mailto:nckathyb@gmail.com
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By Sue Rice

In October the book club is reading The Light 
Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman.   
 
A lighthouse keeper and his wife living off the 
coast of Western Australia raise a baby they res-
cue from a drifting rowing boat and do not re-
port the child to the authorities. Of course there 
are consequences of this decision. Please join us 
on Tuesday, October 24, at 7:00 p.m. at High 
House as we discuss this heart-rending book 
about good people, tragic decisions and the 
beauty found in each of them. 
 
The GSUCC book club is open to anyone who 
likes to read and/or discuss books. We are hap-
py to have new faces join us whether for one 
book or on a regular basis. 

Our October Birthdays 
 

3  Chris Alberti 

3  Carolyn Lundin 

6  Sonja Bedi 

7  Karen Getz 

10 David Prodoehl 

14 Zoe Fitzpatrick 

15 Susie Oliver 

17 Charlotte Speltz 

19 Andrea Bedi 

20 Debra Buchanan 

22 Megan McElroy 

27 Hannah Mei 

29 Alexis Rice 

30 John Speltz 

If you have a birthday in October and 
it is not listed, please call (919) 481-
1441 and let us know.  

 

 

 

 

Have you ever looked at the slate of officers at Good Shepherd? No? Not 
even a quick glance as we're about to vote at the annual meeting? Well if 
you HAD, you might have noticed a position called “At Large.” And if you 
had noticed the words “At Large,” you might have wondered what that was 
all about. The Member At Large represents the congregation at the Church 
Council meetings.  

 
If you have something that you’d like the Council 
to consider – tell the Member at Large.  If you are 
wondering what’s happening at the Council meet-
ings but aren’t sure who would know – ask the 
Member at Large. If there’s something you feel 
strongly about and want others to know – tell the 
Member at Large.  As the current Member at Large, 
I would love to talk with you about any of these 
things and more. So now that you know what I do, 
let’s chat! 

By Sue Rice

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE MEMBER: JODY BASSETT 
                                                                                                                           By Susie Oliver 

We welcome Jody (Jo Ann) Bassett, who joined 
our church on July 19. Jody first attended Good 
Shepherd on February 12, after hearing about 
our church at a women’s luncheon with Linda 
Lahre, Anne Mackie and Nancy Henderson. She 
said they talked so favorably and lovingly about 
GSUCC that she just had to come. And after she 
visited for the first time, she knew this was the 
place for her!  

Jody was born to a young doctor and lab techni-
cian in Middlesboro, Kentucky, where her par-
ents worked in the local hospital.  She says she 
has always gone to church. In fact, her earliest 
memory of church was when she was very 
young and her mother played the piano at the 
only church in Bacon, Kentucky. Jody was just a 
small child and she sat beside her mother at the 
piano. Over the years, she has attended Meth-
odist, Baptist and Presbyterian churches.  Just 
before coming to GSUCC, she attended a large 
non-denominational church in 
this area with her daughter 
and son-in-law. While it was a 
great church with several pas-
tors and great musicians, she 
wanted to find a place where 
she could make friends of her 
own. And Good Shepherd 
turned out to be that place! 

Jody’s father was in the mili-
tary and he and her mother 
moved to a military base close 
to El Paso, Texas, when she 
was young, with her father 
treating those wounded during 
World War II. Her mother’s 
parents raised her until she 
was nine. She has lived in a number of places 
since then, including Ohio, New Jersey, New 
York, Georgia, Louisiana, Indiana, North Caroli-
na and Florida.  During one two-year period, she 
and her husband, Leo, lived on a boat and trav-
eled extensively, including a loop from New Jer-
sey to the Hudson River, Erie Canal, Oswego Ca-
nal, Lake Ontario, Great Lakes, Mississippi River, 
Gulf of Mexico and Florida. She describes that as 
the most exciting time of her life—very peaceful 
and easy living.  After that trip, she and her 
husband settled in Edenton, NC, for about ten 
years and eventually moved to Vero Beach, Flor-
ida. Her husband passed away three years ago 
when they lived in New Bern, NC, after having 

been ill for several years. During their marriage, 
they traveled extensively by boat, on ocean 
cruises and out west. After her husband passed, 
she moved to Cary since her daughter, Jeanine, 
and son-in-law, Mark, wanted her to be closer to 
them. 

In addition to her daughter and son-in-law in 
Cary, Jody has two sons, one who lives in Wash-
ington, DC, and another in Youngsville, NC. She 
has five grown grandchildren and a great grand-
child due in October. She also has a miniature 
schnauzer, Elle, who is sweet, friendly and likes 
everybody. Elle is her special pal and she enjoys 
walking her three or four times a day.   

Jody’s post-secondary education was completed 
over a period of time, beginning with LPN train-
ing at a community college in New Jersey. She 
received her RN degree in New Jersey, and 
graduated from the University of Pennsylvania 

program, where she became a 
Nurse Practitioner after raising 
her children. She worked for 
Planned Parenthood, which she 
considers a wonderful organiza-
tion, and county health clinics. 
After settling in Edenton, she 
rented a typewriter from an of-
fice supply store and wrote up a 
resume that she presented to a 
group of OBGYN doctors. She 
was hired and worked for ten 
years as the local nurse practi-
tioner with the doctors’ group. It 
was a wonderful experience, and 
she developed educational ses-
sions for women who came from 
near and far. 

Jody enjoys volunteering at Dorcas Ministries as 
a cashier in the thrift shop. She takes yoga to 
stay in good health, as well as occasional other 
classes at the Cary Senior Center. She goes to 
the library and reads a lot, in addition to work-
ing on projects at home.  Jody enjoys traveling, 
playing cards  and getting together with “the 
girls” for dinner, movies or other activities.  

Jody’s involvement at Good Shepherd so far has 
been attending the Wednesday morning spiritu-
ality group, which she has thoroughly enjoyed.  
We look forward to her becoming more involved 
at GSUCC and are pleased to have this delightful 
lady in our church family.  

http://www.gsucc.org/


 

(7) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

MEET THE MEMBER SHANNON KIRK 
 

Shannon Kirk has been a member of 
Good Shepherd since July, 2017. She 
started attending GSUCC on October 2, 
2016. She found GSUCC after reading an 
article in The Economist about progres-
sive churches in the US, and then found 
the church’s website. She was looking for 
a church that centered on liberal, for-
ward thinking values, tolerance and in-
clusion. Prior to attending GSUCC, Shan-
non was raised in the Mormon Church, 
and her mother still attends a local ward. 
Before joining GSUCC, she sporadically 
attended the Mormon Church as an 
adult. 
 
Shannon and her family have lived in 
Cary since 2004. Before that, they lived 
outside of Wilmington, Delaware, and the 
Philadelphia suburbs. Shannon is origi-
nally from Wyoming, and lived in various 
parts of the West and Pacific Northwest 
as a child.   
 
Shannon has been married for 30 years 
to her awesome husband, J-
Edward Kirk. He previously 
worked as a chef, so they both 
love cooking and eating. J-
Edward is better at preparing 
the meats, and Shannon espe-
cially loves to bake. J-Edward 
enjoys gardening and yard 
work, while Shannon enjoys 
the fruits of these labors. They 
are both interested in motorcy-
cles. Both J-Edward and Shan-
non ride Harleys, and J-Edward 
embarks on a motorcycle road 
trip each year. This year he 
enjoyed the beauty of Ken-
tucky. Both of them also enjoy 
listening to music, and get out 
when there’s time on the 
weekends to enjoy blues, rock 

or classics. Shannon enjoys reading 
(especially sci-fi and fantasy) and keep-
ing up on current events. J-Edward and 
Shannon have one son, Johnathon, who 
is a technology ace, lover of knowledge, 
great book recommender and overall in-
teresting person! 
 
Shannon works at Sterling Montessori 
charter school, teaching 4th, 5th and 6th 
graders. She recently completed a mas-
ter’s degree through Arizona State Uni-
versity specializing in autism, and is 
working to get her special education 
teaching license as well.    
 
Shannon is currently involved in the Out-
reach Ministry; and if she has time, will 
bake a cake for any church event if 
asked!  
 
Editors Note: We have enjoyed getting 
to know Shannon and Jonathan and look 
forward to their continued involvement at 
GSUCC! 

 By Shannon Kirk 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Finances First                        By Rob Lundin 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please con-
tact me. 
 
Rob Lundin 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Rob Lundin (treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.50% $1,214.12 $0.00 $131,444.36 11/1/2029 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  August 31, 2017** 
 

 
YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 

Budget Delta % 

Total Income $168,900.65 $178,079.36 ($9,178.71) (5.2%) 

Total Expenses $140,952.92 $159,071.00 ($18,118.08) (11.4%) 

Difference $27,947.73       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

Offering Status as of August 31, 2017 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $131,527 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2016 $10,035 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $141,562 $147,439 ($5,877) (4.0%) 

Loose $13,737 $13,333 $404 3.0% 

Total for 2017 $155,299 $160,772 ($5,473) (3.4%) 

* Includes prior year pledge payments   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org


 

(9) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

2017-2018 GSUCC Shepherd’s List (updated September 2017) 
  
The deacons work closely with Pastor Carla to support the congregation’s spiritual needs and care. To 
assure everyone is remembered, a deacon is provided for each member and friend of the church so 
there is someone to reach out to, share a concern, pray with or ask for support. Your deacon may be 
checking in periodically with you and is available if you need something. Please feel free to contact 
your deacon by phone, email or in person if you have a need. Below is a list of the deacons for this 
church year and those on their Shepherd’s List. 

Matt Mead 

Katherine Gleason 

Pam Lundin and Scott Geyer 

Brenda Van Lunen  

Sally Johnson 

Dave and Kate Yuska 

Tracy Atencio 

Dave and Janet Sniffin 

Maia Palango 

Margaret Velto 

Alecia and Brandon Ellison 

Tony Hoshaw 

Matt and Penelope Wagner 

Chris Buchanan 

Shirley Heiman and Frank Viscomi 

Dan, Janet, and Jesse Edwards 

Kristin Hall 

Lisa Hartung 

Grant Murray 

Vernon Palango 

Darrell and Stephanie Lee 

Alex Velto 

Bill and Karen Helton 

Matt and Lisa Mead 

Jody Bassett 

Jackie Carré 

Sue Rice 

Arthur and Barbara Bouvier 

Barb Eilers 

Nancy Akley 

Carmen Johnson 

David and Perla Prodoehl  

John and Charlotte Speltz 

Linda and Bill Velto 

Linda Van Voorhis Olson 

Janet Blum 

Margaret Shimota 

Shawn Rowland 

Tommy Cooper 

Mike and Tammy Rowland 

Susan and Tom Anderson 

Janice Meyers 

Thelma Faulk 

Mike and Susan Carney 

Mildred Cox 

Jack and Kathy Uebel 

Bill and Leslie Cole 

Russ and Susie Oliver 

Bettye Aggerup 

Yvonne Riddick 

Tom and Molly Mead 

Fran Straeffer 

Jen and Kevin McKinnon 

Jon DePue 

Tony Hoshaw 

Larry Dickinson 

Chuk and Carla Gleason 

Emily Gleason 

Toby and Connie Holleman 

Annie Buchanan 

Chris, Debra, and Margo Buchanan 

John and Norma Young 

Marcia Young-Rodriguez and Miko 

Jimmy Gibbs 

Jo Legacki and Kathi Lovelady 

Sara Buchanan 

Mindy DeLuca and Jacque Elliott 

Connie Holleman 

Bob and Sonja Bedi 

Debbie Rivenbark 

John Stiles 

Miriam and Dey Perez 

Linda Lahre 

Robin Miller 

Carla and Lindsey Gregg-Kearns 

Sue Calvin, Alexis, and Nicholas Rice 

Gloria Hormuth 

Josh and Katie Sigmon 

Martha Reed 

Adrienne Jones 

Anne and John White 

Shannon Kirk 

Walter Ludewig 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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2017-2018 GSUCC Shepherd’s List (continued) 

John Kelly 

Cindi Bristol-Kerr and Kevin Kerr 

Mary Leong and Ken Breito 

Jon Scarantino 

Chris and Nan Alberti 

Gordon Welles and Nan Nelson 

Anne Mackie 

Dave and Gail Stonefield 

Barb Newman 

Kathy and Allen Boyer 

Jules and Wallie Coco 

Dain and Rachel Palmer 

Carla Gregg-Kearns  

Randy, Amy, and Davis Murray 

Kate Hodgson 

Dan and Ruth Hudgins 

Karen Lundin 

Rob and Carolyn Lundin 

Evan and Cara Williams 

John Kelly 

Thelma Faulk 

John and Sarah Stoeckel 

Fiona Susie 

Stephanie Zimmer 

Kim Campbell 

Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Matt Boyer 

Carolyn Cole 

John Cole 

Thomas Cole 

Pat Russell 

Karen Smith 

June Fulton 

Megan McElroy 

Stephanie Mullins 

Tim and Lynn McElroy 

Zack McElroy 

David and Emily Lundin 

Lexi Burki 

Andrea Bedi 

Ellyn (Bedi) and Seth Leonard 

Steve Boyer 

Children  connecting with our future 

 
The Youth Group kicked off the fall 

with a Dorcas workday on September 

2. For our first meeting of this school 

year on September 17, we enjoyed 

lunch together and discussed a 

TEDtalk on racial bias. 

Our next meeting for the fall will be 

Sunday, October 15, at High House 

after church. Remember that we aren’t 

volunteering at Dorcas in October, but 

will be back for a workday on Satur-

day, November 4. 

By Katherine Gleason 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

Susannah Long and Michael Conner, while 
Duke Divinity School students, took classes 
through a program called Project TURN, 
which brings graduate-level courses into 
prisons and allows incarcerated and non-
incarcerated students to learn side-by-side. 
Susannah writes, “These classrooms be-
came some of our favorite spaces, not just 
for the academics, but for the wonderful 
friendships we formed. As we continued to 
take classes and then lead worship at 
North Carolina Correctional Institute for 
Women (NCCIW), we noticed that most 
mainstream Christian music, contemporary 
and traditional, did not account for the ex-
periences of our incarcerated friends, nei-
ther in subject matter nor in simple word 
choice. It became obvious that the whole 
church, inside and outside, badly needed 
more songs of praise written by incarcer-
ated songwriters.”  
 
So in 2016, Susannah and Michael taught a 
songwriting class at NCCIW with eight 
women. Out of that class came over two 
dozen songs about faith, pain and victory; 
about where the women see themselves in 
the bible; and about affirming their place 
as part of the body of Christ. This class and 
its outgrowth, the program “Sing a New 
Song,” was supported by a Vital Worship 

Grant from the Calvin Institute of Christian 
Worship.     
 
Join us on November 4, at 7 p.m., in 
the sanctuary at Cary First Christian where 
a band made up of local pastors and musi-
cians will showcase the songs and testimo-
nies of the women in the class and speak 
frankly about the issues facing our incar-
cerated sisters and brothers.  

By Carla Gregg-Kearns

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Did you know GSUCC is home to TWO Girl Scout DaisyTroops? Sarah Stoeckel is the leader for Troop 

4582, which consists of first grade girls and meets on Thursday evenings. Lisa Mead is the leader for 

Troop 1106, which is kindergarten girls and meets on Sunday afternoons. Both troops have a focus on 

volunteering, giving back to the community and exploring the outdoors. You might see both troops 

doing projects around church as a way of saying "Thank You!" for letting us use the space at no cost.    

  By Lisa Mead 

Troop 1106 Troop 4582 

 
 
 

Save the Date for Habitat 
 
The Cary Coalition of Churches is in the plan-
ning stages of our next project with Habitat for 
Humanity of Wake County. Construction will 
begin in early January at a site still to be de-
termined in Apex. Two work days are on the 
calendar already for which the Coalition hopes 
to have a few volunteers from every church. 
 
Friday, January 5: A team w ill construct 
the walls at the Habitat construction site, 2615 
Westinghouse  Boulevard in Raleigh from 7:30 
a.m. - 12:00 p.m. GSUCC is asked to provide 2
-3 volunteers. 
 
Saturday January 6: The home site w ill be 
blessed and construction will officially begin! 
GSUCC is asked to provide 5-7 volunteers for 
the wall-raising from 8:15 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
More information is to come regarding online 
sign-up for volunteers and additional construc-
tion dates.  

By Linda Velto 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continuous donations of toilet 

paper to our Dorcas Food Pantry shelf. We are 

keeping them in good supply. You may also help 

provide food items. Their current needs are listed 

below. 
 

Canned fruit  

Canned meat, chili & stew 

Cereal 

Baking mixes 

Saltines 

Peanut butter & jelly 

Cleaning supplies 

Paper towels 

Toothpaste 

Deodorant 

  By Kathy Boyer

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

 
Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Children & Youth Ministries: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Jo Legacki 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Melinda Devenouges 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. 
Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9 a.m. — 12 p.m. 

Disaster Relief  
Financial Assistance 

 
The UCC Disaster Ministries team is working to 
help provide relief from Hurricanes Harvey, Irma 
and Maria, as well as from several wildfires that 
are burning out west. They have stressed that 
the best way you can help at this point in time is 
with financial assistance, which will allow the re-
sponding organizations have the flexibility to 
make sure people receive the type of assistance 
they need. They have set up three different des-
ignations:  donations labeled "Hurricane Harvey" 
will go to Harvey response; donations labelled 
"Hurricane Irma" will go to domestic and interna-
tional Irma response; donations labelled 
"Emergency USA Fund" will go to help the great-
est domestic need.   
  
For more information, or to donate online, click 
here. If donating online, please make sure to 
note that you belong to Good Shepherd UCC, 
Cary, NC (there is a field for this).  You may also 
write a check to GSUCC or put cash in an enve-
lope and place it in the offering plate.  Note on 
the check or envelope "Disaster Relief."  Contri-
butions will be sent to UCC Wider Church Minis-
tries. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=32513017&msgid=171833&act=3URO&c=1575195&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucc.org%2Fnews_disaster_ministries_launches_hurricane_irma_appeal_immersed_in_harvey_recovery_09072017

