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The Season of Lent will begin on Ash 
Wednesday (February 14) as we share 
a meal with others and mark our-
selves with ashes to remember our 
humanity.  

During the forty days of Lent that fol-
low, we are intentional about turning 
ourselves toward God and preparing 
for Easter. In worship each week, we 
will hear the stories of God’s promise 
and practice what it means to be a 
people converted to God’s love.  

The last week of Lent is Holy Week and begins with Palm Sunday on 
March 25, when we begin worship outside to remember Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem. On Maundy Thursday, March 29, we will have a simple meal 
and service in the homes of members of Good Shepherd, Covenant Chris-
tian, and Cary First. On Good Friday, prayer stations will be available for 
you to meditate upon at Covenant Christian.  

On three Sunday afternoons in March, we will also be engaged with our 
friends at Covenant Christian and Cary First Christian in our joint project, 
“Community in the Heart of Christ.” Details to come.  

After the Lenten days of introspection and community reflection, we will 
celebrate the resurrection on Easter, April 1, with a 7:30 a.m. service, 
8:30 a.m. pancake breakfast, 9:30 a.m. bonnet contest and egg hunt, 
and 10:30 a.m. worship service.    

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
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Lent – A season in the church year that begins 
with Ash Wednesday and lasts forty days, not 
including Sundays. The name has Germanic 
roots and means “long” or “to lengthen,” which 
reflects the lengthening of days in the spring. 
Lent was traditionally a time of preparation, 
fasting, and praying for those who were to be 
baptized at Easter. Today it is a time of repent-
ance, reflection, and action as we prepare our-
selves for Easter. It is symbolized by the color 
purple.   

Ash Wednesday – The first day of Lent, 
whose name comes from the traditional mark-
ing of ashes on Christians’ foreheads during 
worship as a sign of repentance. As we are 
marked with ashes, we remember the fragility 
of life with the words, “remember that you are 
dust and to dust you shall return.” 

Palm Sunday – On the Sunday that begins the 
last week of Lent, known as Holy Week, we re-
call Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem where he was 
greeted with “Hosannas” and the waving of 
palm branches. 

Maundy Thursday – Maundy comes from Lat-
in and means “commandment.” This name re-
flects Jesus giving his disciples the command to 
love one another during their final meal togeth-
er. The evening is recalled on the Thursday of 
Holy Week. 

 

Join us along with members from Covenant 
Christian and Cary First Christian for a soup 
dinner and worship service on February 14 in 
our sanctuary. Members are asked to bring 
soup and bread to share. Please arrive with 
food by 6 p.m. The meal and service promptly 
begin at 6:30 p.m.   

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 

 

 

 

By Charlotte Speltz 

 

This year for Lent, the Caring for Creation team 

suggests that people focus on what TO DO, not 

what to GIVE UP.  

 

The acronym L-E-N-T describes four general 

areas of DO-ING related to Creation. Individu-

als may respond to each statement with their 

own specific personal commitment: 

 
“I will ___________________________.” 
 
We are not publishing and distributing this Len-

ten Creation Commitment in order to save 

trees. We hope people will memorize the acro-

nym and their personal response. Discussing 

one’s decision with another is a marvelous way 

to remember! 

L = 
Listen to sounds, observe sights, and enjoy 

smells, tastes and touch of nature.                                                                                                   

E = 
Educate myself and others about the Good 

Shepherd Church Community Garden. 

N = 
Nurture myself spiritually through outdoor 

activities. 

T = Thank God for God’s Creation! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

The Pastor’s  
Corner 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

While on a silent retreat at the cold and windy 
coast of Nestucca Bay, Oregon, I memorized a 
poem by Mary Oliver called “As I Lay Sleeping.”  
As I let that poem seep into my soul, I decided 
that I would return to school and pursue a Mas-
ters of Divinity and ordination. So Oliver’s 
words have always held a kind of holiness in 
my life. When I had the chance to hear her in a 
rare public reading, I was surprised by her hu-
mor and ease. Poems that I had read with such 
seriousness, she read with mirth. Her poetry 
does a dance with the sacred and the delight-
ful, the natural world and the human heart.  

During Lent, we will use the devotion “Poetry of 
Lent” produced by the folks at the SALT pro-
ject, which includes her poems, scriptures, and 
reflections. I hope you will take the time with 
me this Lent to find the sacred and the delight 
in the promises of God as we journey together 
toward Easter.     

 

 

 

 

 

Community in  the Heart of    Christ:   
Community, Race  and Faith 

 
As followers of Christ who seek to deepen our 
relationships with God and one another, we 
cannot ignore the effects of race on ourselves, 
our churches, or our communities.  
 
Committed to being the (diverse, complex, bro-
ken, beautiful) Body of Christ in the world, we 
invite you to participate in a process of discov-
ery and relationship. Led by Cary First Chris-
tian, Covenant Christian (Disciples of Christ), 
and Good Shepherd United Church of Christ, 
we welcome you to engage in worship, reflec-
tion, conversation, and action related to the 
intersections of faith, race, and community.   
  

Community in  the Heart of    Christ:   
Upcoming Events 

February 14 
Ash Wednesday Soup Dinner 
and Service 

March 10 
African-American Heritage 
Pilgrimage to Wilmington 

March TBA 
Sunday afternoon learning 
and reflection groups 

March 29 
Maundy Thursday meals in 
members’ homes 

Newcomer Coffee With the Pastor 

If you are new to Good Shepherd, we invite 
you to coffee and light refreshments with 

Pastor Carla at 9:15 a.m. in the sanctuary 
on February 25. It’s an informal time to 

learn about the church and its ministries.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Sue Rice 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Our February Birthdays 
2 Joshua Mares 

4 Debbie Rivenbark 

6 Shawn Rowland 

7 Janet Edwards 

7 Carolyn Cole 

9 Tim McElroy 

12  Zack McElroy 

14  Sylvia Buchanan 

16  Sarah Rowland 

18  Gordon Welles 

23  Susan Carney 

29  Mary Leong 

If you have a birthday in February and it 
is not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 
and let us know.  

 
 

On February, 27, the book 
Club will be discussing the 
book Sufficient Grace by 
Darnell Arnoult. Set against 
the backdrop of two neigh-
boring Southern towns, Suf-

ficient Grace is the powerful, affecting story of 
two families over the course of a year, from 
one Easter season to the next. One quiet 
spring day, Gracie Hollaman hears voices in 
her head that tell her to 
get in her car and leave 
her entire life behind—her 
home, her husband, her 
daughter, her very identi-
ty. Gracie's subsequent jour-
ney releases her genius for 
painting and effects pro-
found changes in the lives 
of everyone around her.   

We will meet on Tuesday, 
February 27, at 7 p.m., at 
High House. Please join 
us. 

Wednesday Spirituality Group:  

The Spirituality of Aging  
 

 

 

The Wednesday morn-
ing spirituality group 
continues to meet at 
10:30 a.m. at High 
House to study the 
book Pilgrimage into 
the Last Third of Life.  
You are welcome to 
join for light snacks 
and thoughtful reflec-
tions on aging.  

By Kathy Boyer 

Join us on Thursday, February 22, at 6:30 to 
7:00 p.m., as Women’s Fellowship explores 
another taste of the world when we meet at 
Himalayan Range Nepali Restaurant, at 910 
NE Maynard Road, Cary. Located in the Reedy 
Creek Plaza, this restaurant‘s menu is influ-
enced by both India and China cuisines de-
scribed as “flavors that open up a whole new 
world that you may never have experienced 
before.” Check out their menu at http://
himalayanrangenepalirestaurant.com/. 
 
We will begin to arrive at 6:30 p.m., but for 
those of you who may not be able to get there 
until 7:00 p.m., we will save a place for you.  
To make sure we reserve enough seats, 
please see Kathy Boyer at church or email at 
nckathyb@gmail.com.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://himalayanrangenepalirestaurant.com/
http://himalayanrangenepalirestaurant.com/
mailto:nckathyb@gmail.com
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By Kathy Boyer 

One of the best ways to feel connected and feel 
as though you are part of the family of Good 
Shepherd UCC is to become part of a ministry 
or committee.   
 
When I first started attending GSUCC, I had 
small children, so I helped out in the Sunday 
school classes as a teacher. I got to know the 
other kids and parents with children. Later, I 
became part of the Christian Ed Ministry to help 
design the programs in which my kids were tak-
ing part. As they grew, I helped out in Youth 
Group. 
 
I became a member of the Council so that I 
could better understand the month-to-month 
challenges the church faced and how I could 
use my gifts to help in the areas in which I felt 
comfortable. 
 
On my journey I got to know so many people: 
the founding members, people at my stage in 
life and the new people with wonderful new ide-
as and visions for our future.  
 
We have many places where you can use your 
gifts to help our church continue in its mission 
to each other, the outside community and the 
world beyond. All of the ministries—Deacons, 
Christian Ed, Fellowship, Outreach, Property, 
Social Ministries, and Stewardship—need new 
people with fresh ideas.   
 
The Nominating Committee will be meeting 
soon to find people to fill the open positions on 
the various ministries. If there is a place where 
you feel called to serve, you may contact Kathy 
Boyer. It can be very rewarding to fill a position 
where your gifts and interests are needed. Your 
Good Shepherd family needs you. Where do 
you feel called to help? 

GSUCC Care Team 
By Care Team Coordinators 

  

In case you didn’t know, last year a GSUCC 
Care Team support group was established to 
brighten the lives of those who are sick, shut-in, 
or lonely. This support group includes members 
and friends of our congregation who care for 
other members and friends in the congregation 
who are in need by doing one or more of the 
following as their time permits:   
 

 Sending cards  
 Making telephone calls  
 Sending emails  
 Visiting  
 Providing meals  
 Delivering meals  
 Providing transportation  
 
If you are interested in offering your time and 
energy in one or more of these ways in the 
coming months, email our Care Team coordina-
tors at CareTeam@gsucc.org. Or, if you are in 
need of assistance, you are encouraged to email  
our coordinators at CareTeam@gsucc.org or 
contact your deacon to make us aware of your 
situation and needs.   
  
Barb Eilers, Linda Lahre and Susie Oliver, our 
Care Team coordinators, will be reviewing the 
needs of those in our congregation requiring 
care and following up with support team mem-
bers to meet specific needs. We are fortunate 
that at the present time, we only have a few 
people in our congregation who are in need of 
cards, calls, emails, or visits. 
  
This is a wonderful way to share the light of 
Christ within our congregation and a great op-
portunity to connect with each other. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:CareTeam@gsucc.org
mailto:CareTeam@gsucc.org
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By Dave Stonefield 

If you have been in church for the last few 
weeks, you know that we had a frozen water 
line, resulting in a water leak on January 7. The 
water damage was contained to the women’s 
lavatory, the closet where we store the tables 
and the sanctuary carpet near the closet. 
Thankfully, Kathy Boyer and Carolyn Lundin 
came back to the church on that Sunday after-
noon and discovered the leak. Because of 
them, we were able to quickly stop the leak 
and clean up the floor. Approximately 1,000 
gallons spilled into the church. The leak was 
caused by a frozen pipe in the attic that sup-
plied water to the outside faucet. 
 
We contracted with Cary Reconstruction Com-
pany to mitigate the damage and remove ma-
terials that could not be saved.  John Kelly sent 
in his crew to repair the walls and ceiling and 
repaint them.  We will be cleaning the carpeting 
in the sanctuary once all the construction is 
complete. In addition, we will have a plumber 
reroute the piping into the heated space.   
 
The insurance company sent its adjuster over 
and will be sending us a check for the mitiga-

tion and repairs. The 
policy has a $1,000 
deductible clause. But 
by doing some of the 
repair work ourselves, 
we hope to minimize 
the out-of-pocket ex-
penses to the church. 
 

 

 

 

Over three years ago, the fire inspector dis-
covered that we were using High House as an 
office. We were informed that we needed to 
get approval from the Town of Cary to use the 
building as an office, and we had to bring the 
building up to standards. First we had to 
change the zoning for the lot. We completed 
the zoning change in 2016. Next, we had to 
get a site plan approval. We received that in 
November 2017. Now we can proceed with the 
renovations. We hired an architect, Gene 
Brown, to redesign the building to meet the 
standards. Most of the renovations are to 
make the building more handicap accessible, 
including a handicap accessible lavatory and 
wider doorways. Since our building will now be 
considered a commercial building, we need a 
licensed general contractor to oversee the con-
struction. In January, we signed a contract 
with Marlin Design Build to do the renovations.  
Construction is expected to begin in early Feb-
ruary and to take between 7 and 10 days. 
During the construction period, Carla, Robin 
and Jon will be working from home.   
 
Following the interior renovations, we will be 
moving some offices. Robin’s office will be 
moved to the back room next to Carla’s office. 
Robin’s present office will become the confer-
ence room. We will also be rebuilding the 
deck. 
 
The Property Ministry will be looking for help in 
moving the furniture and re-building the deck.  
We will be giving you further notice about the 
dates for those activities.   

By Dave Stonefield 

http://www.gsucc.org/


 

(7) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

MEET THE MEMBERS: JACKIE & CHELSEA CARRé  
By Susie Oliver       

Jackie Carré and her daughter, Chelsea, came 
to GSUCC on Christmas Eve and Easter for 
several years prior to joining our church last 
spring. They started coming on a regular basis 
on Easter Sunday 2016. Jackie said she chose 
to visit our church for a Sunday service be-
cause when she was voting in the election, she 
saw the “Be the Church” sign on the side of 
the building and thought, “Well, that about 
sums up everything we believe!”  She said she 
knew that she 
would find good 
people inside.  

Jackie is originally 
from Columbus, 
Ohio, and says, 
“Go BUCKEYES!!” 
She was raised 
Methodist and went 
to the same neigh-
borhood church until 
she left Ohio when 
she was 18. As she 
was growing older, 
she was always 
searching for the 
childhood church 
feeling in all the 
churches she at-
tended. She soon 
realized that it’s 
the people inside 
the church AND the overall message that 
makes it a place she wants to be. Jackie and 
Chelsea attended a Methodist church in Cary 
several times because they loved the preacher 
and the message.  But, soon a new preacher 
was appointed and unfortunately, the services 
did not hold the same enjoyment that they did 
before.  

Jackie has been in North Carolina for 18 years. 
Before that she and her husband, Ilias, lived in 
Florida. Ilias is French and grew up in South-
east Asia. He came to the US for college – 
where he and Jackie met. Chelsea was born in 
Florida, and the family moved to North Caroli-
na when she was two years old. A special 
member of their family is their kitty, Mr. Mis-
toffelees, who has been with them for 16 
years.  

Jackie, who says she loves teaching, is a li-
censed Montessori teacher and works as an as-
sistant teacher in the Children’s House at Ster-
ling Montessori. For ten years prior to that, she 
was the art teacher assistant, K-8 grade at Ster-
ling. Chelsea is a junior at Meredith College 
where she is majoring in exercise and sports 
science and minoring in psychology. She wants 
to get her masters degree in occupational thera-
py. In addition to her classes, Chelsea works as 

a personal trainer 
at school, works on 
Saturday morning 
doing physical ther-
apy with a young 
girl with multiple 
sclerosis, and works 
with her advisor on 
a research project 
hopefully to be ap-
proved and pre-
sented at the next 
national American 
College of Sports 
Medicine conference.  

As for hobbies, Jackie 
enjoys hiking, camp-
ing, rafting, reading, 
cooking and crafting.  
Chelsea is the Sec-
retary for the Mere-
dith College Sports 

Science Association, and she likes listening to 
music, reading, spending time with friends, out-
door adventures, watching movies, exercising, 
playing sports and karaoke.  

Jackie and Chelsea participate in activities as 
they can at GCUCC, including dinners at the 
Carying Place, sending cards to people and visit-
ing with church members who are home-bound, 
caroling and (hopefully) Habitat for Humanity in 
2018! 

We are pleased to have Jackie and 
Chelsea as a part of our GSUCC 
family and look forward to getting 
to know them better through their 
continuing involvement in our 
church activities as we strive to “Be 
the Church.” 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE MEMBERS: THE PALMER FAMILY 
 By Susie Oliver 

Welcome to the Palmer fami-
ly—Dain, Rachel, Hayden and 
Milo—who began attending 
Good Shepherd about a year 
ago and joined in July. They 
were invited to worship here 
by their longtime friends, Perla 
and David Prodoehl, who are 
members of our church. Hayden 
and the Prodoehl’s son, Josh-
ua, attended the same kinder-
garten. Dain says they are so 
glad to have the Prodehl fami-
ly in their lives, and we are 
glad the Prodehls invited them 
to Good Shepherd!  
 
Dain and Rachel have been 
living in the Triangle area 
since 2003, with a brief two-
year move back to Missouri 
where Dain grew up. Rachel 
grew up in Iowa. Dain was in-
volved in the Presbyterian 
church, and Rachel grew up 
attending Presbyterian and 
Methodist churches. Most re-
cently, they were members of 
Cary Presbyterian Church. 
 
Dain and Rachel fell in love while working in a 
college dishroom. They say they were lucky 
enough to find each other in their early 20’s, 
so they will be celebrating their 20th anniver-
sary this year! After spending several years 
living all across the country, they were blessed 
to have two wonderful children. Hayden is 
eleven and in the fifth grade, while Milo is sev-
en and in the first grade.  They adore their 
children and feel lucky to be parents.  
 
Dain is a Survey Specialist at RTI International. 
He likes to run; in fact, he has run the Krispy 
Kreme Challenge four times! Dain also likes to 
camp, hike and be outside. He enjoys singing 
and we were pleased that he participated in 
the GSUCC cantata during Advent.    
 
Rachel, who has several autoimmune issues, 
stays at home. She loves to write, read, spend 
time with her children, and study history, ar-
chitecture, and art. At GSUCC, she would like 

to work with kids and study the history of 
GSUCC and the UCC.   
 
Hayden likes soccer, Rick Riordan books, read-
ing, math, and board games. Milo likes Cub 
Scouts, Dude Perfect, Garfield books and math. 
Hayden enjoys Sunday school and Milo likes 
playing with the other kids at Good Shepherd. 
 
The Palmers have a mixed breed dog that looks 
like a lab. His name is Odie, and he is a great 
friend to everyone in the house. The Palmers 
like to visit family, go camping, play outside, 
read, and discover new areas in North Carolina. 
They have a family fund where they collect dol-
lars and coins for a family trip to Alaska and 
Iceland. 
 
We are pleased Dain and Rachel joined GSUCC 
and look forward to their family continuing to be 
a part of our church family. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Finances First                        By Rob Lundin 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please con-
tact me. 
 
Rob Lundin 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Rob Lundin (treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 4.50% $1,077.67 $136.45 $126,932.16 11/1/2029 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  December 31, 2017** 
 

 
YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 

Budget Delta % 

Total Income $258,117.35 $266,788.04 ($8,670.69) (3.3%) 

Total Expenses $229,478.87 $246,370.00 ($16,891.13) (6.9%) 

Difference $28,638.48       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

Offering Status as of December 31, 2017 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $201,944 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2016 $10,035 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $211,979 $221,158 ($9,179) (4.2%) 

Loose $21,607 $20,000 $1,607 8.0% 

Total for 2017 $233,586 $241,158 ($7,572) (3.1%) 

* Includes prior year pledge payments   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Children  connecting with our future 

By Jon DePue 

On January 12, five youth and two adults representing GSUCC headed to Blowing Rock, NC, to at-
tend the annual Southeast and Southern Conference Winter Youth Retreat. The theme for this year’s 
retreat was “Am I Good?” Abbi Long’s challenging sessions helped us think through how we tend to 
define “good,” and how the Bible, especially the first two chapters of Genesis, provides a different 
way of understanding goodness. We learned that we are God’s good creation, and our goodness is 
defined in terms of our relationship to this creator God. The fancy, Latin phrase for this kind of rela-
tionship is imago dei, which just means “image of God.” But what does this God in whose image 
we’ve been created actually look like? What does true goodness look like?  
 
This is where we’re pushed forward in the story of the Bible to see Jesus, the one who is “the image 
of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15) and the one who was with God (and was God) in the beginning cre-
ating all things (John 1:1). Pretty cool, right? Christ is both the creating God who made everything 
and called it good and the man from Nazareth who walked on the very thing he once created. If we 
want to see what “good” looks like in the flesh, we look to the point at which God has made Godself 
most fully and clearly known: Jesus Christ, the one whose birth we celebrated during Christmas and 
whose revelation we’ve celebrated during Epiphany.  
 
The youth were able to wrestle with all the tough questions related to the question of “Am I Good?” 
in their “family groups.” Each of these groups consisted of a mixture of youth and adults from all the 
different churches that were present at the retreat, which was a really neat way for us to get to 
know new folks. Over the course of the weekend, we worshiped together, were graced with the mu-
sic of Gravel & Silk, had the opportunity to express our goodness during the talent show, ate some 
great food, and spent some time bonding and goofing off in Boone. By the end of the weekend, it 
became clear that the right and true answer to the question “Am I Good?” is an emphatic “Yes.” We 
can be confident in this “Yes” because God has said “Yes” to us in Jesus Christ. May this “Yes” be 
our reality.  
 

 

 

Winter Youth Retreat at Blowing Rock - January 12-15 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

By Linda Velto 

By Kathy Boyer 

You may have heard us refer to ourselves as 
a “5 for 5 Church” from time to time. The 
success and sustainability of the United 
Church of Christ’s national ministries relies 
on our church’s contribution to basic operat-
ing support and mission. Being 5 for 5 
means that our church is a leader, providing 
support to Our Church’s Wider Mission, and 
the four other special mission offerings:  
One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen The 
Church, Neighbors in Need and The Christ-
mas Fund. 
 
Thank you to all who donated toward the 
Christmas Fund Offering during Christmas 
Eve service and on December 31. We col-
lected $1,694 to provide financial assistance 
to active and retired clergy and lay employ-
ees of the UCC.  

 

 
 

 
Last fall two separate groups engaged in a 
book study of Prophetic Faith: Exploring Social 
Justice Advocacy as a Congregation. Following the 
study, members of both groups, along with 
other interested folks, met to share about our 
interests in doing social justice work through 
the church. With so many competing needs in 
the world, GSUCC obviously cannot effectively 
address them all. Our time together allowed us 
to prioritize the concerns where we would most 
like to focus our energy. Four broad issues 
bubbled to the top: 
 
1. Voting Rights and Access 
2. Early Childhood Education/Children at Risk 
3. Climate Change 
4. Racism 
 
We want you to get involved! Here is what is 
coming up next: 
 
 Linda Velto is spearheading a group to ad-

dress Voting Rights/Access. Their first 
meeting was held January 30. Contact Lin-
da if you are interested in being included in 
their activities and work. 

 
 Carla Gregg-Kearns is kicking off a group to 

work on issues surrounding Early Child-
hood Education and Children at Risk. 
Contact Carla if you would like to be part of 
that work. 

 
 The Caring for Creation group has some 

members who are interested in advocacy 
work, and they need someone who can co-
lead efforts related to Climate Change. If 
you would like to be involved in Climate 
Change work, contact Susie Oliver or Linda 
Velto. 

 
 Community in the Heart of Christ, which 

was created in partnership with Covenant 
Christian Church and Cary First Christian 
Church, is planning for events during Lent. 
If you are interested in advocacy surround-
ing Racism, please join us for those 
events. Other advocacy teams may bubble 
up from our joint work. 

Peggy Van Scoyoc, 
who has written a 
book, Desegregat-
ing Cary, chroni-
cling the African 
American experi-
ence in Cary, is 
speaking at the 
West Regional Li-
brary, 400 Louis 
Stephens Drive, 
Cary, on Monday, 
February 12, at 7 
p.m. 

This Black History 
Month event is free 
to the public and 
all are invited.   

http://www.gsucc.org/


 

(12) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

By Linda Velto 

After some delay for winter weather, work has finally begun on the Habitat home on Boxwood Lane 
in Apex with the Cary Coalition of Churches. On January 12, Gordon Welles and Chris Alberti were 
part of a team that put together the walls. The foundation is complete, and volunteers installed sub-
floors over three days near the end of January. A kickoff ceremony of blessing was held January 27 
with representatives of all the Coalition churches present. 
 

Good Shepherd has committed to sending volunteers on the Saturdays of February 10 and February 
24. If those dates don’t fit your schedule, volunteers are welcome to work most Thursdays, Fridays, 
and Saturdays through mid-March. Workers of all skill levels are welcome and must be at least 16 
years old.  
 

To register, follow this link for Cary Coalition volunteers: http://vhub.at/carycoalition. There you’ll 
find complete details about location, available building dates, hours, etc. Contact Linda Velto with 
any questions. Thanks to all who use their time and physical labor to create a new, safe home. 

Volunteer Opportunity for Providing Sanctuary Support 
By Linda Velto 

Since early October 2017, Umstead Park United Church of Christ (UPUCC) in Raleigh has been serv-
ing as sanctuary for Eliseo Jimenez, an undocumented immigrant who is at risk of deportation to 
Mexico. Eliseo came to the US over 20 years ago to escape threats on his life. He is married and the 
father of four US citizen children, two of whom are in early elementary school. Eliseo is a hardwork-
ing, responsible parent and the primary breadwinner for their family. After being pulled over and 
arrested for driving without a license, authorities forced him to take a stipulated order of removal, 
and he was not given access to legal counsel or the right to present his case in court. The sanctuary 
provided to Eliseo by UPUCC gives him and his family time to pursue the legal options against his 
deportation while protecting him from being detained by ICE. 
 

Providing sanctuary is a mammoth undertaking that requires an army of volunteers. UPUCC has a 
team of hosts who sign up for daytime, overnight, and weekend shifts to stay at the church. They 
are available to help Eliseo and his family with any needs that come up. Hosts need to go through a 
training session and agree to a background check. Other volunteers handle tasks such as laundry, 
grocery shopping, meal preparation, and errands. Volunteers can commit to as many or as few 
tasks as will fit in their schedules. An online sign-up tool makes planning ahead easy. 

Volunteers from outside of the Umstead Park UCC congregation are welcome! If you are interested 
in helping Eliseo and his family, contact UPUCC coordinators Renate Andrews rma8805@gmail.com 
or Gary Sanders sandersgarya@gmail.com for more information. 

HABITAT UPDATE 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://vhub.at/carycoalition
mailto:rma8805@gmail.com
mailto:sandersgarya@gmail.com
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441;  

Website: www.gsucc.org 

 
Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Children & Youth Ministries: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Bob Bedi 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. 
Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9:30 a.m. — 12 p.m. 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

 

Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

ARE YOU INTERESTED  
IN GARDENING?  

The GSUCC GARDEN 
NEEDS  

CHEERLEADERS AND  
CARETAKERS! 

By Charlotte Speltz 

The Caring for Creation team invites everyone 
at Good Shepherd UCC -- adults, youth AND 
children -- to participate in the Church Commu-
nity Garden.  All produce harvested goes to 
Dorcas Ministries Food Bank and provides 
healthy food for families who do not have 
enough to eat. 
 
Garden plans are well underway for the spring 
season, seeds have been ordered, and beds will 
soon be tilled. This year children can partici-
pate in all aspects of gardening. 
 
SIGN UP SHEETS are available in the narthex 
for anyone interested. No experience in gar-
dening is needed. Instruction is provided, and 
usually partners work together.  
 
CHEERLEADERS inform others about the gar-
den, make phone contacts, take photographs of 
the “happenings,” share info on social media, 
assist with children’s participation, and plant 
flowers around the fence. 

CARETAKERS turn over beds, mulch, plant 
seeds and seedlings, weed, water, and harvest. 
Some jobs are weekly, some bi-weekly, some 
occasional.  

 

PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING OUR 
GARDEN TEAM THIS SPRING! 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

