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After a thorough search process 
that included outstanding candi-
dates for Director of Children and 
Youth Ministries, the search com-
mittee (Chris Alberti, Carla Gregg-
Kearns, Mary Leong, Margaret Vel-
to, and Stephanie Zimmer) wishes 
to introduce you to our newest 
staff member, Jon DePue!  We are 
excited about Jon's love for the 
theological and spiritual formation 
of young people; his commitment 
to creating safe, welcoming, and 
nurturing spaces for children and 
youth; and his dedication to schol-
arship intertwined with his focus 
on relationships. Plus, he is a great 
guy you'll want to hang out with, 
and he will be a wonderful addition 
to our ministerial team.   
  
Join us Saturday, June 3, from 2
-4 pm for a drop-in ice cream so-
cial to meet Jon.  Jon's first day in 
worship with us will be June 
4. Read more about Jon below and 
why he is excited about being a 
part of Good Shepherd.   

 
Biography: 
Jon DePue grew up in the small, 
rural town of Adel, Iowa—just 30 
minutes west of Des Moines. 
While attending college at Simp-
son College in Indianola, Iowa, 
Jon was confronted with the love 
of God embodied in Jesus Christ 
and began studying theology, 
which eventually led him on a 
journey to Duke Divinity School 
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  By Sarah Stoeckel 

to discern a call to ministry. While he contin-
ued to study theology academically, he found 
that God was calling him specifically to teach 
and form the lives of young people in the 
church to live as faithful disciples of Jesus. In 
his free time, Jon enjoys playing guitar, read-
ing, watching movies, disc golfing and spend-
ing quality time with his cat, Grayson. He cur-
rently resides in Durham. 
 

A Note from Jon: 
 

Hello everyone - I will be your new Director of 
Children and Youth Ministries at Good Shep-
herd UCC! I am so excited to get started. One 
of the main reasons I am so thrilled to be a 
part of the life of Good Shepherd is because 

of its commitment to being an open, welcom-
ing, and affirming community and its celebra-
tion of all different kinds of people from all 
different walks of life. This is such a powerful 
and important witness to who God is in Jesus 
Christ and how God is calling the church to 
act in the world. So as the Director of Chil-
dren and Youth Ministries, I am fully dedicat-
ed to helping instill this same commitment in 
the lives of the children and youth of this vi-
brant and loving community. I cannot wait to 
meet all of you soon and begin getting to 
know you. I am confident that God has won-
derful things in store for this ministry and the 
church more broadly, and I feel honored to be 
a part of what God is up to at Good Shepherd 
UCC! 

Vacation Bible School is just around the corner and we are so excited for this year's program, Hero Cen-
tral! Presented in partnership with Covenant Christian Church, the program will run Tuesday through Fri-
day evenings the week of June 20, with a family celebration on Saturday.  
 
Location: Covenant Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Dates: June 20-24 
Times: Tuesday-Friday - 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Saturday - 10:30 am to 12:30 pm (lunch for ALL children/families @12:00) 
 
To register or to find out more about “Hero Central,” please call or email Sarah Stoeckel at (917) 846-
5358 / sarah.e.stoeckel@gmail.com. 
 
Volunteers: we need you!  Volunteers are at the core of our annual VBS and we couldn't do it without 
you. Whether it’s saying a prayer for VBS, helping with registration, bringing a snack, or facilitating Sat-
urday's field day, there are lots of ways to get involved! Contact Sarah if you would like to help. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Katherine Gleason 

The Youth met on May 21 for a faith discus-

sion, as well as to talk about our excitement 

to meet the new Children & Youth Ministries 

director.  

Youth Group is winding down for the summer, 

but we’ve still got a few fun things planned! 

We’ll have a board game night on Friday, June 

23. The Yuskas have graciously agreed to host 

us for this evening of fun and games! 

Student Recognition 

Good Shepherd has a long-standing tradition of 

honoring our students for their academic ac-

complishments. Every year we congratulate 

our rising third graders, our high school gradu-

ates, and our college graduates. We were 

proud to recognize four students this year at 

our Student Recognition Ceremony held on 

May 21, during worship. 

High School Graduates 

Davis Murray 

Davis is graduating from Cary High School.  His 
favorite hobby is scuba diving, which he hopes 
to continue in the future. He will be attending 
East Carolina University in Greenville, NC, this 
fall, where he will join the Pirate Nation—and 
plans to study biology. 

Jesse Edwards 

Jesse is graduating from Apex High School and 
is going to NC State University, where she plans 
to study environmental science. She ran cross 
country and track in high school all four years 
and plans to run club cross country and track in 
college. She has volunteered at places such as 
the Wake County Parks, the Wake County Public 
Libraries, and Miracle League of the Triangle.  

Rising 3rd Graders 

Mia Gregg-Kearns, Apex Elementary  

Thomas Buchanan, Briarcliff Elementary 

Teacher Recognition 

Good Shepherd is fortunate to have so many 
dedicated members who give of their time and 
talent as volunteer Sunday school, youth, and 
children’s teachers. Those recognized in worship 
on May 21 were: Janet Edwards, Katherine 
Gleason, Lindsey Gregg-Kearns, Janice Meyers, 
Fiona Susie, Cindi Bristol-Kerr, Annie Buchanan, 
Kate Yuska, Debra Buchanan, Chris Buchanan, 
Stephanie Zimmer, Molly Mead, Gordon Welles, 
Jean Miller, Nan Alberti and Chris Alberti. 
Thanks to all of you! 

 

 

 

Summer Sunday school is here! The last day of 
Sunday school for the Empowered Eagles 
(grades 1-3) and the Knowledgeable Gnomes 
(grades 4-5) was May 21. After the summer 
break, Empowered Eagles and Knowledgeable 
Gnomes Sunday school will resume on Sunday, 
September 10.  

During the summer weeks, children are encour-
aged to remain in Sunday worship service with 
their families. The PRAYground will be available 
to all who wish to use it during the service, as 
well as children’s worship bulle-
tins. The Little Lambs well-child 
nursery (ages 12 weeks-2 
years) and the Shining Sheep 
Sunday school class (ages 3 
years-kindergarten) are in ses-
sion throughout the summer 
months.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

Communion  connecting with God 

The Pastor’s  
Corner 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Good Summer UCC 

The summer is upon us and folks will be coming 

and going more than usual. Myself included! Be-

tween the Southern Conference’s annual meet-

ing, General Synod, the mission trip and vaca-

tion, I’ll be in four states this summer. Whether 

we are in Cary or at the coast, it is good to re-

member that God is not confined to the walls at 

1050 NW Maynard. So, to encourage us to find 

God wherever we are this summer, on June 4, 

we’ll be handing out “Good Summer UCC” re-

flection booklets that will invite you and your 

family to take time to reflect on your spiritual 

life this summer. We hope you will use them to 

explore different ways to worship, connect with 

nature, notice God, and reflect on what it 

means to be church out in the world. Listen for 

how God is still speaking at the Good Summer 

UCC.   

Join us for our next Community in the Heart of 

Christ event exploring community, race, and faith. 

We will gather at 3 pm on Sunday, June 11, at 

Covenant Christian, 2911 SW Cary Parkway, 

(childcare provided) to hear stories of social activ-

ism and meet with organizations that are working 

in two priority areas selected by the group that 

met during Lent—children and mass incarceration.  

We will have repre-

sentatives from foster 

care, Wake County 

Smart Start, prison 

ministries, the NAACP 

and more. Come find 

out what is going on in 

our community. You 

do not need to have 

attended the Lent se-

ries. ALL are welcome! 

Community in the Heart of Christ:  

June 11, 3-5 pm, at Covenant Christian  
By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Summer Music Opportunities 
By Linda Velto 

From mid-June through Labor Day the choir takes a well-deserved rest, but the music keeps playing 
through the summer! Do you sing, play an instrument, or dance? Summer provides many opportunities 
for you to use your musical talents as a soloist or as part of an ensemble. 

If singing is your thing (even in the shower!), consider being part of a sum-
mer chorale for men, women, or kids. Each group will rehearse just two Sun-
day mornings before worship, with rehearsal tracks available for practice at 
home: 

Men’s Chorale—July 2 (rehearse June 25 and July 2 at 9:30) 
Kid’s Chorale—July 30 (rehearse July 23 and July 30 at 9:30) 
Women’s Chorale—August 27 (rehearse August 20 and August 27 at 9:30) 

Whether you are a retiree or still in elementary school, an amateur or a music 
pro, a soprano or a saxophonist, there is a place for you to share your musi-
cal talents this summer! Please talk to Linda Velto or sign up in the narthex. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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If you have a birthday in June and it is not 
listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and let us 
know.  

 By Sue Rice 

The book club is on sabbatical 
for the summer.  For those of 
you who like to read ahead, the 
book we will be discussing in 
September is Daughter of For-
tune by Isabel Allende. 

 
The GSUCC book club is open to anyone who 
likes to read and/or discuss books.  Please con-
sider joining us in the fall. 

Our June Birthdays 
3 Larry Dickinson 

3 Linda Lahre 

9 Stephanie Lee 

9 Alex Velto 

16 Mildred Cox 

16 Gloria Hormouth 

17 Carter Williams 

19 Wilson Buchanan 

22 Thomas Buchanan 

27 Kathy Boyer 

27 Barb Eilers 

27 Nan Nelson 

30 Matthew Mead 

Updated  

Photo 

Directory 
 

 

In order to keep our church directory up-to-
date with all the new faces we have in the con-
gregation, we have moved the directory online. 
In the Thursday e-blast there is now a link to 
the photo directory. If you click on this link, you 
will be directed to the most current edition of 
the photo directory. Our secretary, Robin, will 
update the directory as new photos and new 
contact information comes into the office.  

Please be sure to let the office know whenever 
your contact information changes. You are wel-
come to submit your own photos, but if you 
would like to have a photo taken for the direc-
tory, please email or call the office. Robin will 
be able to coordinate that with our amazing 
volunteer photographers. For those who receive 
our monthly newsletters via the post office, you 
will receive a current photo directory every six 
months, also through the post office. We hope 
these changes will help keep everyone up-to-
date! 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Photos 
Sunday, June 11  

 
 
 
On Sunday, June 11, after worship, you can 
support Good Shepherd UCC by buying a photo 
by Anne Mackie, who is moving soon to a UCC 
retirement community in Thomasville. Anne is 
donating all proceeds from sale of her photos to 
GSUCC.   
 
Silver, platinum palladium and color prints—all 
archival and acid free—include framed, matted 
but unframed, and unmatted prints. Be prepared 
to begin at $10 for unmatted prints and a good 
bit more for matted and framed photos. You de-
cide how much to donate to the church for each 
print you take. 

By Anne Mackie 

 

 

 

The Property Ministry is still looking for a cus-

todian (sexton) for the church. This is a part-

time position, about 16 hours per week, for a 

handyman who will also do weekly cleaning. If 

you know anyone who might be interested, 

contact Dave Stonefield. 

By Dave Stonefield 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Your Good Shepherd Music Committee and Praise Team have long desired to upgrade the sanctuary 
audio system that is used to enhance your worship experience, as well as to record the service for 
our members and friends who are unable to attend. We would like to have better quality equip-
ment, more microphones, etc., to improve our audio quality and possibly to stream our service live 
at some point. This may be a phased upgrade taking place over several years, and what we are 
able to do in each phase will depend on the funds available at the time.  

Folks who have been attending Good Shepherd for some time may recall that some money had 
been allocated for this project several years ago. That money was put in reserve temporarily until 
we knew the full cost of required improvements at High House and additional parking.  

Several recent targeted donations have kick-started the desire to 
move the audio upgrade project forward; however, we are not 
where we'd like to be in terms of having the resources to make the 
desired level of improvements. We are therefore spreading the 
word that we would welcome contributions of any size from anyone 
who enjoys and feels strongly about the importance of this part of 
our ministry. Our goal is to raise an additional $5,000 in 2017 and 
a like amount over the next couple of years in order to complete 
this upgrade. If we are able to raise additional money, we would 
also like to upgrade our 23-year old light control (dimmer) system 
that is on its last legs.  

If you would like to make a contribution to move this project for-
ward a little faster, please speak with Dave Sniffin, Chuk Gleason, 
Chris or Nan Alberti, Gordon Welles, or simply drop a check in the 
offering plate with Audio System Upgrade in the memo line. 
Your support is greatly appreciated! 

Baby Blessings for Brooke Stoeckel 

Congratulations to John and Sarah Stoeckel on 

the birth of their daughter, Brooke Ava, on 

March 17. She weighed in at 7 pounds, 8 ounc-

es, and was 20.5 inches long. Sarah says alt-

hough Brooke has only been in their lives for a 

couple of months, it feels like she's always been 

here!  Every member of the family is in love 

with her, especially sister Claire (6) and brother 

Johnny (3).  They are overjoyed at her arrival 

and so thankful for the gift of her life. 

Congratulations on US Citizenship  

for Perla Prodoehl 

Congratulations to Perla Prodoehl, who became 

a US citizen on May 12! People from about 20 

countries were naturalized at the Durham cere-

mony that day; and Perla was relieved, excited 

and happy finally to become a citizen.  

Proudly observing the ceremony were her hus-

band, David; their three children, Joshua, Elise 

and Camille; her mother; and GSUCC members 

Linda Lahre and Barb Eilers. Immediately fol-

lowing the 

ceremony, 

Perla regis-

tered to vote 

at a table set 

up by the NC 

NAACP.                  

By Dave Sniffin 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Finances First                        By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please con-
tact me. 
 
Gordon Welles      
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.50% $1,214.12 $0.00 $133,185.53 1/31/2030 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  April 30, 2017** 
 

 
YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 

Budget Delta % 

Total Income $86,275.30 $88,498.01 -$2,222.71 -2.5% 

Total Expenses $77,535.85 $77,643.00 -$107.15 -0.1% 

Difference $8,739.45       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

Offering Status as of April 30, 2017 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $61,382 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2016 $10,035 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $71,417 $73,719 -$2,302 -3.1% 

Loose $7,517 $6,667 $850 12.8% 

Total for 2017 $78,934 $80,386 -$1,452 -1.8% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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MEET THE MEMBER: WALTER LUDEWIG 
 

Walter Ludewig joined Good Shepherd on Janu-
ary 29 after having first visited us last July. 
When I interviewed him for this article he start-
ed out by saying, “The most important, thing I 
can tell you about me is that my name is Walter, 
and I’m an alcoholic and an addict.” Walter has 
been clean and sober in Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anonymous for 41 years. He said 
this was not his accomplishment, but like Paul in 
Corinthians, if any man would boast, let him 
boast about what the Lord has done for him. 
Walter said that through the grace of his Higher 
Power and the principles of the 12-step program, 
he is physically and spiritually alive today.  

Walter said when his then wife told him to leave 
their home, he was devastated. That brought him 
to his senses, and he went to a local Alcoholics 
Anonymous meeting. He got to the meeting sev-
eral minutes ahead of time and as he waited, he 
silently cried out for help 
and begged God over 
and over from the 
depths of his soul please 
to take his addiction 
from him. He felt some-
thing untangle itself 
from all parts of his 
body. It felt like an octo-
pus with ten thousand 
very thin tentacles had 
released its grip. Then it 
whooshed straight up 
out of the back of his 
neck—and he was free!  
At that moment, he 
knew then that he would 
never drink or drug 
again, if, and only if, he 
stayed close to God. 

About a year after leaving home, his wife had 
divorce papers served on him. When he read the 
accusations of verbal abuse, he cried because he 
knew that most of them were true. In shame 
and remorse, he cried out to God, "If You are 
there, if You really love me, send me a sign You 
hear me." He said it took a few minutes to pull 
himself together, during which nothing hap-
pened—but then he heard a strange sound, a 
thump. A minute later, he heard the thump 
again, and then a third time, and went into the 
living room where the sound seemed to come 
from. He saw a small bird on the balcony floor, 

walking around and it looked at him and 
cheeped. He thought, “Oh, he must have flown 
into the screened sliding door, and that was the 
cause of the thumps.” He slid open the doorway, 
reached down his hand, and the bird walked into 
his palm. Walter stood up, raised his hand up to 
his chest area and the two of them looked at 
each for several seconds. Then the little bird did 
a 360 walk around Walter’s palm and came 
around to look him in the eye again. At that in-
stant, fear struck him. He thought, “Yes, Walter, 
there really is a God—and that means you are in 
deep trouble.” Then it came to him, “God loves 
me or He would not have sent the sign I asked a 
few minutes ago.” After several minutes more of 
looking at each other, Walter got the feeling the 
bird wanted to go, so he put the bird on the flat 
railing of the balcony and said, “Stay there for a 
few seconds; I want to take a picture.” After tak-
ing the picture, Walter thanked the bird for 

bringing him the 
message, and then 
the bird flew off. That 
picture has been on 
his nightstand ever 
since as a reminder 
to Walter of God's 
grace and love for 
him, a sinner then, 
and now. 

Walter said he had 
been close to God 
from childhood. He 
was born in Brooklyn, 
New York. His first 
ten years were in the 
German Lutheran 
church. Then his fam-
ily moved to upstate 

New York and the closest church was Methodist. 
He met his first wife in his sophomore year of 
college at a Methodist youth camp. After getting 
his undergraduate degree from NY University in 
the upper Bronx, Walter became a commissioned 
infantry officer, and at one point did some train-
ing at Fort Bragg, NC. He was deployed overseas 
in several countries on different assignments. He 
finished his military obligation and went into ci-
vilian intelligence, working in counter espionage 
in the US and overseas in denied territory. Next 
he went to Albany Law School, where he re-
ceived his Juris Doctor degree and then became 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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an attorney for the IRS, working mostly in es-
tates and trusts, trying to break up large accu-
mulations of wealth that could threaten democ-
racy. Walter said he took the oath of office to 
the Constitution, and that oath was to the People 
of the United States, not to whatever govern-
ment was in power. He said he has lived several 
different lives and had many interesting times, 
as in the ancient Chinese curse, “May you live in 
interesting times.”  

Walter has two children. His daughter, Heidi, 
lives in Cary with her husband, Jason. They have 
a two-year old daughter, Ulrika. His son, Chris-
topher, lives in Lake Tahoe, California.  After be-
ing married for 15 years, Walter became a single 
parent for 15 years and his children spent a lot 
of time with him. After they left for college, he 
put an ad in a weekly paper looking for a “well-
traveled, literate woman.” He received lots of 
responses, but was particularly struck by a 
woman whose bold writing caught his fancy and 
who had been a ballerina and fashion designer, 
and who now owned a horse farm. Walter and 
Karin married in 1991, and she died last year in 
Maine, where they had moved after she devel-
oped ovarian cancer.  

Four months after her death, Walter moved to 
Cary to be close to Heidi and family. The pastor 
at the Methodist church he attended in Maine 
had been ordained in the UCC. She told him she 
thought he would feel more comfortable in a 
UCC congregation rather than some other de-
nomination in the south. GSUCC was the first 
church service he attended in the Cary area, and 
he was impressed with our saying that everyone 
is welcome and really meaning it. He gradually 
and cautiously returned. Now he says we are 
one of the nicest groups of people he has ever 
met!  

We are pleased to have Walter in our midst and 
appreciate the contributions he has already 
made through participating in the Wednesday 
spirituality discussions and providing input re-
garding our cell phone tower proposal.  

My favorite hymn is Amazing Grace, be-
cause I identify so much with the life of its 
writer, John Newton, and the words, “’Twas 
grace that taught my heart to fear, and 
grace my fears relieved.” That was what 
happened to me when I had the sparrow in 
my hand. First was I was really scared, and 
then I realized God must love me a lot to 
send a second sign. 

Walter Ludewig 

 
 

In the March newsletter, we provided an update 
on our discussion with the Crown Castle repre-
sentative about leasing a 100’ x 100’ piece of our 
land to construct and operate a cell phone tower. 
We held an information meeting and sent an 
email to the congregation soliciting opinions on 
whether we should proceed. We had many ques-
tions and concerns about the potential lease. 
Many of them could not be answered until we ne-
gotiated the terms of the lease with the 
company.   

The process for leasing the property is complicat-
ed; therefore, we engaged an attorney familiar 
with the industry. The first step in the process is 
to develop a term sheet that lays out the general 
conditions of the lease.  Agreement on the term 
sheet does not commit the Church to the lease.  
It only commits us to participate in negotiating a 
option/lease agreement and requires the Church 
to keep the terms confidential.  With the help of 
our attorney, we negotiated a term sheet that we 
feel is very favorable to the Church. With the ap-
proval of the Church Council, Lisa Mead signed 
the term sheet at the end of April. Since we have 
to keep the terms confidential, we will not include 
them here.  We will share the term sheet with 
church members that agree to keep them confi-
dential.   

Since signing the term sheet, we have been ne-
gotiating the option/lease agreement. Under the 
agreement, the Church would first grant, for a 
fee, the company an option on the land and the 
right to conduct tests and to seek approval to 
build the tower. If the company exercises its op-
tion to lease the land, it would start paying the 
Church rent on the land. We will need a congre-
gational vote to sign the option/lease agreement. 

With the requirement to keep the terms confiden-
tial, we have conflicting interest. We obviously 
need to inform the church members about the 
agreement while we limit the access to the infor-
mation. To do this, once we have the final draft 
of the option/lease agreement, we are planning 
to have another information meeting and make 
the draft agreement available for people to read 

either after church on Sundays or 
during normal business hours at the 
church office. We will hold a special 
congregational meeting to vote on 
the agreement.   

If you have questions about the 
agreement or the process to seek 
congregational approval, please see 
Dave Stonefield or Gordon Welles. 

By Dave Stonefield 

Example 
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

 

  

 
 

Pentecost Sunday is commonly known as the birthday of the church, when the 

Holy Spirit inspired a crowd of believers to build the Body of Christ. It is fitting 

that Pentecost, June 4, is the day set aside for Strengthen the Church (STC), 

the special mission offering that aims to reimagine and build the future of the 

United Church of Christ. Shared at the conference and national levels, STC 

largely supports youth ministries and full-time leaders for new churches in 

parts of the country where the UCC voice has not been heard.                                                  

                                                                                           

As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your donations will plant new church-

es, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in our youth and young 

adults. Good Shepherd benefitted from STC funds in our early days. Through your generosity, many 

more will feel the Spirit alive in their communities.  

Save the Date! 

Carying Place Dinner 

July 13 
By Linda Velto 

 

Good Shepherd is scheduled to serve dinner 

at Greenwood Forest Baptist Church for the 

Carying Place families at 6 pm on Thursday, 

July 13, in partnership with Cary First Chris-

tian Church. Put the date on your calendar 

now and talk to Linda Velto if you are inter-

ested in providing food or serving the meal. 

 
Got TP? 

 

By Linda Velto 

 
Social Ministries is seeking donations of toilet 
paper! Like other personal products, toilet pa-
per cannot be purchased with SNAP benefits, 
but we can all agree that it is a necessity of 
life. Good Shepherd “adopted” the toilet paper 
shelf at Dorcas Food Bank to help keep it 
stocked. Our collection 
basket stays in the nar-
thex, always ready for 
donations of any size 
package of toilet paper. 
Donations of canned and 
boxed non-perishable 
food items are always 
welcome too! 

By Linda Velto 
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Good Shepherd annually participates with the Cary Coalition of Churches to build houses with Habi-

tat for Humanity. The following is a letter we received from Habitat Wake in early May regarding a 

proposed new project in Cary. 

Hello Cary Faith Partners, 
 
We thank you for your partnership to build Habitat houses. As many of you know from 
previous communications or from the media, Habitat Wake is seeking to build 9 afforda-
ble homes off of Trimble Avenue in Cary. The Cary Town Council will vote on our request 
to rezone the land at their meeting on Thursday, May 25. (UPDATE: VOTE WAS DELAYED 
AND PLANS ARE BEING ADJUSTED. TENTATIVE NEW DATE IS JUNE 22.) Since you live, 
work or worship in Cary, we need your help! The project is meeting some resistance 
and we want to show the Town Council that people who live, work or worship in Cary 
support affordable housing. Here are a few ways you can get involved: 
 

Sign on to our letter of support. We will send this to Cary Town Council mem-
bers at the end of May: bit.ly/SupportTrimble. 

Share your support for affordable housing on social media networks using 
hashtag #AHomeForEveryone. Tag the Town of  Cary on Twit-
ter: @TownofCaryand Facebook: TownofCaryNC. Sample posts are available 
here: bit.ly/CarySocialMed. 

Contact your Cary Town Council member and tell them you support the pro-
ject. You can look up your representative here: bit.ly/CaryCouncil. A template 
for  contact ing your counc i l  member is  avai lab le here : bit.ly/
CaryCouncilTemplate. 

Attend the Cary Town Council meeting on Thursday, June 22, 2017 where 
council members will vote on Habitat Wake’s project. The meeting will be 
at 6:30pm at Cary Town Hall, 316 Academy Street. (Date is still tentative; will 
be confirmed ASAP.) 

       
Speak publicly in support of affordable housing. Please contact Rachel Zeitler 
at rachel.zeitler@habitatwake.org or 919-744-2424 if interested. There was a 
powerful article in the News & Observer recently http://www.newsobserver.com/
opinion/op-ed/article146749804.html 

 
Many of you helped previously, and we call upon you again. Inspired by our faith, let's 
speak up for those in need of affordable housing. 
 
With gratitude, 
Rick Beech 
Vice President, Faith Relations 
Habitat for Humanity of Wake County 

By Linda Velto 
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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

By Susie Oliver 

 
 

  

Children Help In the Garden!  

On May 7, under the supervision of Janice Meyers and Sunday school teachers, children planted cu-
cumbers, red and yellow tomatoes, carrots, basil, rosemary, thyme, mint, sunflowers, beans, and 
marigolds. Janice hopes to work with the children at least one or two Sundays a month over the 
summer, helping them weed, stake, and harvest the crops. She has also offered to help children 
from The Aspen Center (which rents space in our education building) learn about the garden this 
summer. In addition, Sarah Stoeckel’s Daisy Troop 4581 will be helping to weed over the summer.  

Our Garden Continues to Grow! 

In April, volunteers planted yellow and zucchini squash, yellow banana and green peppers, several 
types of tomatoes, beets and cucumbers. All are growing nicely, while the harvesting of lettuce and 
radishes is coming to an end. 

Gratitude for Volunteers! 

The Caring for Creation Team is grateful for volunteers who are helping with duties in the garden. 
Church volunteers irrigate on Sundays, Wednesdays and Fridays when it has not rained. They har-
vest on Tuesdays and Fridays and take the vegetables to the Dorcas Ministries Food Pantry. If you 
would like to assist in some way, please contact Anne Mackie, Garden Coordinator. 

Everyone is Invited! 

Stop by the garden anytime, behold the miracle of growth, and give thanks for God’s creation! 
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Children & Youth Ministries: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Lisa Mead 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Melinda Devenouges 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer, Leslie Cole & 
Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10 am — 2 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9 am — 12 pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

Caring for Creation Update 

Methane Gas and the Atlantic Coast Pipeline 
                                                                                                                                                             By Jean Miller-Lee 

On Sunday, May 21, Good Shepherd hosted a speaker, Harvey Richmond, from the Sierra Club. 

About 25 people stayed to hear the presentation after our worship service, and he shared with us 

information about the detrimental effects of methane gas on the climate and public health. He also 

shared information about the Atlantic Coast Pipeline that is currently being considered by the Fed-

eral Energy Regulatory Commission. If the permit is approved later this year, the pipeline will be 

built to carry fracked gas from Pennsylvania, through West Virginia and Virginia, ending in Robeson 

County, North Carolina. The pipeline will likely be fiercely contested by local communities along its 

route and by environmentalists. To see a copy of his presentation, click here.  

There will be a Sierra Club Citizens Lobby Day on June 21 in Raleigh, where citizens can come and 

speak to our local legislators and voice support for renewable energy and opposition to more fossil 

fuel development. The Caring for Creation Team hopes to participate in this lobbying effort and will 

get more information to the congregation so interested people can carpool to the legislators’ office. 

Methane Pollution: A Growing Threat to  

Our Climate and Public Health  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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