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  By Dave Yuska 
  
As living people, we've all grown. Maybe it was a 
welcome growth spurt that allowed you finally to 
walk past the "Taller than this" sign to go on the 
long-awaited carnival ride. Or, perhaps, it was a 
little extra helping at Thanksgiving that changed 
your comfy pants into snug capris. Regardless, 
there are always changes and adjustments to 
make growth.  
 
GSUCC has been blessed with growth the past 
couple of years, and we want to make sure we 
are keeping an eye out for any adjustments or 
needs that warrant review and reflection as we 
grow. The Strategic Planning Task Force was ap-
proached and asked, as a mix of younger, older, 
shorter and longer tenured members, to host 
sessions for smaller gatherings of interested 
GSUCC members and friends. Our current mem-
bers working as pairs are David Yuska and Katie 
Sigmon, Katherine Gleason and Tony Hoshaw, 
and Annie Buchanan and Brandon Ellison.  
 
The goal of these sessions is to allow members 
to highlight the strengths and weaknesses of 
GSUCC and offer insight into the potential op-
portunities and threats that should be prioritized 
by leadership and members as we continue to 
grow as a church family. Maintaining the growth 
and the awareness of its impact is critical to our 
collective health, so we would love to hear from 
you all. 
 
A number of sessions were held in August; and 
one remaining session is scheduled for Sunday, 
September 17, after church. 
 
If you would like to attend, a sign-up sheet is 
available in the narthex; we have also created a  
Doodle site to schedule your attendance at 
https://doodle.com/poll/a5m9gim938tzum85. 
 
Of course, you can feel free to reach out to any 
of the Strategic Planning Task Force members* 
for further details, questions or concerns. (Feel 
free to email dyuska@gmail.com if you do not 
have access to the directory.) 
 
*David Yuska, Katie Sigmon, Katherine Gleason, Tony 
Hoshaw, Annie Buchanan and Brandon Ellison 

 
 

 
 
 
Whether you’ve been at Good Shepherd since 
its beginnings or have just discovered our 
church, join us for a celebration of our 30 th 
anniversary on Saturday, September 30. We 
will gather at 5:30 p.m. in the sanctuary and 
begin our buffet dinner at 6 p.m. Dinner will 
be catered by Alpaca Peruvian Chicken 
(http://www.alpacachicken.com), which offers 
allergy free and vegetarian options.  
 
Following dinner, we’ll hear from those who 
were involved when the church was first es-
tablished, learn about our ministry over the 
years and see pictures of how our congrega-
tion has evolved during that time. We have 
invited former pastors, previous members and 
friends. If you are in touch with anyone in-
volved in our past, please encourage them to 
attend. 
 
If you have photos from the 1987-2008 time 
frame that we could use, please scan them to 
Kathy Boyer (nckathyb@gmail.com). Also, if 
you have memorabilia or stories you’d like to 
share about our past, please contact Lisa 
Mead, Kathy Boyer or Susie Oliver. We hope 
to have a great time reminiscing and look for-
ward to seeing you at our celebration!  

By Susie Oliver

http://www.gsucc.org/
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If you have a birthday in September 
and it is not listed, please call (919) 
481-1441 and let us know.  

Cell Tower  
Vote Update 

                                                            By Kathy Boyer 

 
Our vote on moving forward with the cell tower 
option and lease agreement passed on Sunday, 
August 13. We also agreed to put any monies 
received during this lease agreement into a re-
serve fund, not to be dispersed until further 
discussion. We will organize a committee to 
work with Crown Castle, the cell phone compa-
ny, to select a design that's acceptable to us, 
as well as to go through the permitting process 
with the Town of Cary, to make sure they can 

actually erect a 
tower on our prop-
erty before formally 
exercising the op-
tion agreement. If 
you are interested 
in serving  on this 
committee, please con-
tact Dave Stonefield 
or Dave Sniffin. 
 
While we understand 
that this outcome was 
not the wishes of 100 
percent of our congre-
gation, we pray that 
God will help us find 
ways to expand our 
mission and commit-
ment to the communi-
ty through this rela-
tionship.  

Example  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Women’s Fellowship will kick off the new church year with a salad supper on Thursday, September 
21, in the sanctuary.  Bring one of your favorite salads, or bread or dessert, and we will have fellow-
ship and discuss plans and ideas for the coming year. We will begin to gather around 6:30 p.m., but 
plan to eat around 7:00 p.m., so if you are still coming home from work, don’t let that stop you from 
joining us. 
 
If you have any questions, see Kathy Boyer, or email at nckathyb@gmail.com.  

          By Kathy Boyer 

Our September 
Birthdays 

3  John Young 

14 Carmen Johnson 

15 Arthur Bouvier 

16 Pamela Lundin Geyer  

16 Aurora Perez 

26 Amy Murray 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Choir and 
Praise Team  

 

 

 

The Good Shepherd choir began rehearsals for 

the fall on August 23. If you’re interested, it is 

not too late to join the choir. In fact, it is never 

too late to join! The choir is open to new mem-

bers at any time during the year. Whether you 

are a music professional or a shower singer, we 

can help you find your place in the choir. No au-

dition is required! Rehearsals are most Wednes-

day evenings from 7:30-8:30 p.m. Talk to Carla 

Gleason or Linda Velto for more information.  

 

The Praise Team is also always open to new 

singers and instrumentalists. In particular, we 

would love to have a drummer! The Praise 

Newcomer Coffee  

With the Pastor 

If you are new to Good Shepherd, 

we invite you to coffee with Pastor 

Carla at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctu-

ary on September 24. It’s an in-

formal time to learn about the 

church and its ministries.   

  By Linda Velto 

By Sue Rice

The book club is meeting Tuesday, September 
19, at 7:00 p.m. at High House to discuss 
Daughter of Fortune by Isabel Allende.   
 
Daughter of Fortune is the story of a young 
woman who overcomes enormous obstacles to 
make her way in the world.   
 
Chilean by birth but raised by a British family, 
Eliza Sommers falls in love with a Chilean clerk 
and tries to find him after he leaves for Califor-
nia to make his fortune in the 1849 gold 
rush.  What starts out as a search for a lost 
love becomes, over time, the discovery of self 
as Eliza has the courage to reinvent herself and 
create her own destiny in a new country. 
 
The GSUCC book club is open to anyone who 
likes to read and/or discuss books.  Please con-
sider joining us in the fall. 

http://www.gsucc.org/


 

(5) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

The Good Shepherd Award is given by the 
Church Council to recognize individuals who 
have made a significant contribution to the life of 
the church. In May, I had the pleasure of pre-
senting the award to Chris and Nan Alberti. 
 
Chris and Nan embody the word “service”:  ser-
vice within our congregation, and service to peo-
ple in the community through organizations with 
which we partner. They serve in ways that are 
obvious to many and also in countless small acts 
that create a huge impact. The phrase “Sure, I 
can do that,” sums up most of their generous 
acts. 
 
Some years ago, not long 
after I came to Good Shep-
herd, I realized I needed a 
babysitter on many Wednes-
day nights so I could be at 
choir practice. Without being 
asked, Nan said, “Sure, I can 
do that,” spending those 
evenings with my kids in the 
church kitchen over home-
work and cookie baking. At a 
deacons meeting, there was 
a request for someone to 
pick up the flowers for East-
er. Chris said, “Sure, I can 
do that,” and it became a 
regular task for him thereaf-
ter. Can someone be at the 
church to receive the deliv-
ery of new hymnals and set 
up the new keyboard? Chris 
said, “Sure, I can do that.” 
While he was here he fixed a 
toilet, just because he no-
ticed that it needed to be 
done.  
 
Chris and Nan contribute significant chunks of 
time to service at Good Shepherd. In prepara-
tion for Praise Team rehearsals, they take time 
out of their day to set up all the sound equip-
ment in advance, reducing the amount of time 
the Praise Team needs to spend at rehearsal. On 
Sunday mornings, you’ll often find them both 
setting up equipment and see Nan at the sound 
board during the service. You might notice Chris 
leave the service halfway through; he’s heading 
to teach a music lesson to the kids during Sun-

day school. Or perhaps you see him wandering 
the sanctuary with his camera. Someone once 
asked him to take pictures: “Sure, I can do 
that!” It turned into a stint as the church histori-
an in which he kept the photos on the church 
website updated with amazing speed and regu-
larity. 
 
Chris and Nan are both involved in service out-
side our walls. They work with families in need 
of stable housing through The Carying Place, 
committing to being with them every Thursday 
night. They work on building projects for Habitat 
for Humanity, and one or both of them have 

been on nearly every mis-
sion trip that Good Shepherd 
has taken. Both Chris and 
Nan have served on our 
church ministry teams. Nan 
has organized the Mission 
Trip planning team and 
served on Stewardship. 
Chris has been on Deacons, 
Properties, Christian Educa-
tion, the Worship Commit-
tee, the Open and Affirming 
Committee, and the Music 
Committee. 
 
Speaking of music, that is 
how most of us know Chris 
best. We see him with his 
guitar in hand on many Sun-
days. He was one of the 
founders of the Praise Team 
and continues to be a driv-
ing force that keeps us going 
now. He frequently writes 
song lyrics for special ser-
vices. And I have to admit 
that there has been more 
than one Sunday when I 

have texted Chris at 8:00 a.m., asking at the 
last minute for him to play during that morning’s 
service. Without fail his response is, “Sure, I can 
do that.” 
 
I cannot detail everything that Chris and Nan 
have given to this church and community in 
their many years here. What I can do, on behalf 
of the Church Council, is offer our deepest grati-
tude for all they have brought to the life of Good 
Shepherd.  

 By Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Welcome to the 

Wagner family —

Matt, Penny, Isa-

bella, Juliana and 

Jocelyn — who 

joined GSUCC on 

March 26, 2017.   

  

They started at-

tend ing Good 

Shepherd on No-

vember 20, when 

Matt was moved 

to find a church 

for them to at-

tend in response 

to his dismay at 

the results of the 

election. Since 

moving to NC, 

they had talked 

about joining a 

church in order to 

meet new people, 

but it didn't be-

come a priority 

until after the 

election. Matt felt 

that their previ-

ous indifference 

to re l ig ion —

allowing their girls to grow up and choose a re-

ligion on their own, if any at all, would no long-

er work. He felt they needed to find something 

to belong to that would help them grow, and 

help affirm what Penny and he had grown to 

believe as well.  

  

Matt and Penny didn't have much of a church 

background before attending GSUCC. They had 

both been raised as Roman Catholics, but had 

not participated in many years. When he was 

younger, Matt said he’d been quite antagonistic 

towards all religions. Slowly, he has come to 

see that faiths are many different things to 

each of us. He said at its best, a religion can be 

MEET THE MEMBERS: THE WAGNER FAMILY 
                                                                                                                           By Susie Oliver 

shields, lifelines, and bridges. At its worst, it is 

bludgeons, walls, and scythes.   

  

Matt started looking and reading, and he found 

the key word he was looking for: “Welcoming.” 

He decided to reach out for that welcome, 

spoke with Pastor Carla a few times and soon 

after, they began attending GSUCC. He felt that 

things were a mess, and that there are simple 

and certain things we can all do to make it bet-

ter. He said it's been so good to come together 

weekly with people who see and share in it too. 

And he said singing “Always Look on the Bright 

Side of Life” in church was wonderful. 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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The Wagners moved to Apex in February of 

2016. Prior to that, they lived in Oxford, Con-

necticut, just north of where they grew up in 

Derby and Ansonia, Connecticut. Before they 

moved to North Carolina, their home had al-

ways been about 20 minutes from where they 

both grew up. 

  

Their oldest daughter, Isabella, who is 10, 

loves to read scary stories and history, and 

she likes to draw. She asks complicated ques-

tions and isn't daunted by complicated an-

swers. Isabella joined Girl Scouts in kinder-

garten and is now a Junior Girl Scout. Isabella 

also joined Kids Corp at her school, Olive 

Chapel Elementary. This club is a kid-led ser-

vice organization. Last year they did a food 

and supplies drive for the SPCA and partici-

pated in collecting can tabs for Ronald McDon-

ald house. Isabella is looking forward to join-

ing this club again and to find ways to volun-

teer in the community. 

 

Juliana, 8, also loves to read and draw and, 

since coming to NC, has been able to get into 

horseback riding. She doesn't ask as many 

questions as Isabella, but she debates. Juli-

ana is also a Brownie Girl Scout and she is 

taking swimming lessons. One of her current 

goals is to go the Girl Scout resident camp for 

a week next summer. Those swim lessons will 

come in handy there and make her Mom a 

little less stressed. 

 

Jocelyn is 2, and if you sit on the Prayground 

side of the congregation, you may have met 

her. She loves to laugh, dance, and tell you 

that she is “Baby” recently due to the discov-

ery of baby princesses on the Disney Channel. 

She says, Hi, I'm Baby Princess.”     

 

Penny said she remembers last year soon af-

ter they arrived in NC, the girls told her they 

were melting in the sun at recess. They love 

to spend time outside, but the heat has taken 

some getting used to. The two things they 

miss most about Connecticut are their extend-

ed family and the snow. Matt and Penny are 

not missing the snow at all, but they are plan-

ning on taking the girls to the mountains this 

winter to enjoy some winter “snow” fun. 

Matt is currently a stay-at-home dad. Before 

they moved from Connecticut, he had worked at 

Hull's, an independent art supply and framing 

shop in New Haven for a dozen or so years. Be-

fore that, he managed game stores for the Wiz-

ards of the Coast gamekeeper chain, worked in 

a couple pet stores and sold furniture. He said 

he had lots of jobs, but not much of a career.  

In 1996, he graduated from Paier College of Art, 

a small school in Hamden Connecticut.    

 

Penny attended Hood College in Frederick,   

Maryland and graduated in 1998. Soon after, 

she started as a lab tech at a small drug and 

device manufacturer and has worked her way up 

in her career, now serving as Sr. Quality Manag-

er at Burt's Bees in Morrisville. 

  

At this time, life is hectic for the Wagners, but 

they are looking for opportunities in the future 

to get more involved at Good Shepherd. They 

are hoping to go on the mission trip when the 

girls get a bit older. They want them to learn 

about giving back and helping others.    

  

Matt says he follows politics more closely than is 

entirely healthy. Despite running game shops 

years ago, he said he is not playing any hobby 

games right now, but he misses playing chess 

the most. He also plays inline hockey at the rink 

in Apex and, luckily for everybody, has become 

a much better cook. 

  

Penny is a Girl Scout co-leader for the two 

troops their daughters are involved in. Last year 

was a bit hectic, since she was co-leading and 

coordinating cookie sales for the two troops. 

Over the course of the cookie season, she said 

3,000 boxes of Girl Scout cookies passed 

through their house. She said it's really tough 

not to eat too many cookies when there are that 

many in your living room! Between working full 

time, having three daughters, and Girl Scouts, 

life is full for her. When she has free time, she 

loves to quilt, do craft projects and read.   

  

To round out their family, they have a 10-year old 

lab-spaniel mix, Aurora, and a marine aquarium.  

 

We are pleased Matt and Penny joined GSUCC 

this year and look forward to their continuing to 

be a part of our church family. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE MEMBERS: JEN & KEVIN MCKINNON 
 

 

  
Welcome to all the new members 

who joined GSUCC this year! We 

will be featuring more of them in 

upcoming newsletters.  

 
 
We are happy to welcome Jen and Kevin McKinnon to Good Shepherd!  Jen was born in Florida and 
moved to New Jersey as a teenager. Kevin is originally from Long Island, New York. Along with their 
son Alex and daughter Julianne, the McKinnons moved to North Carolina from New Jersey in 2012.  
When they visited Good Shepherd, they were searching for a progressive and inclusive church that 
was not too big to be personal.   
 
Alex is beginning his sophomore year at NC State in the biomedical engineering program. Julianne is 
a rising eighth grader at Mills Park Middle School.   
 
Theirs is an active and health-conscious family. Kevin is into cycling on the road, American Tobacco 
and Neuse River Trails; and Jen gets to the gym as often as her schedule permits.  Kevin also enjoys 
photography. They all like traveling, including exploring around the Carolinas and the northeast. The 
family includes a sweet mixed breed rescue dog (Rottweiler + Husky = Rusky?)  named Addison. 
 
Kevin and Jen began attending Good Shepherd in the fall of 2016 and they joined on March 26, 2017.  
Jen has also been volunteering at The Carying Place.   
 
We look forward to getting to know the McKinnons better and welcome them into the Good Shepherd 
Church family! 

        By Dan Edwards 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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My thanks for signing and blessing the beautiful quilt made 

by Margaret Shimota. I have enjoyed finding your names 

signed on it and hearing about the blessing. The quilt is 

spread out on one of my armchairs as a reminder of your 

warm love, which I remember often. I hope to join you all 

at worship sometime this fall, as I am recovering rapidly 

from the injury to my hip. Meanwhile, please know how 

glad I am to be reminded of your love.    

Anne Mackie 

Every two years, just like clockwork, the UCC 

prepares for its faithful followers to descend up-

on a city to continue its mission and work at a 

gathering called the General Synod. This year 

was no exception, with General Synod held 

from June 30-July 4. This year’s chosen city was 

Baltimore. They opened their arms with a 

mighty welcome as we embraced the theme for 

this grand event, “There is a river whose 

streams make glad the city of God..,” from 

Psalm 46:4.   

There were several must-attend 

events, including the Open and 

Affirming Banquet sponsored by 

the ONA Coalition. Founded in 

1972, the ONA Coalition builds 

community for the LGBT mem-

bers and families in the UCC, 

supports congregations as they 

journey toward the process of 

ONA covenant,  assists ONA 

congregations to become more 

effective witnesses to the Gos-

pel, and links supporters and 

stakeholders with opportunities for marriage 

equality advocacy and civil rights.   

I was in awe to be a part of a movement that 

began to and continues to be guided by core 

values, including: Extravagant Welcome, Trans-

formation, Equality and Justice, Pastoral Pres-

ence, and Courage, just to name a few.   

General Synod concluded with a campaign called 

“3 Great Loves—A Just World for All.” This in-

cludes a love of neighbor, children, and creation. 

It is our denomination’s oppor-

tunity to express how our love 

will work together to address 

the inequities in our current 

world. So, over the next two years, 

the campaign through this lens 

will tell the story of how we are 

impacting and transforming the 

world, united in common pur-

pose and mission. We will all be 

able to participate and tell our 

own stories, and that will be-

come a living testimony. We 

are creating “a just world for 

all.” 

General Synod 2017 
By Jimmy Gibbs, Delegate for the UCC Eastern NC Association 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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UCC Southern Conference 52nd Annual Gathering 2017  
By Chris Alberti, Delegate for GSUCC 

The UCC Southern Conference Annual Gathering was held on June 22-24, at the Virginia Beach Con-
vention Center. This year’s theme was “Living on Faith, Building on Hope and Sharing Our Love.” 
Reverend Dr. Edward Davis, the Conference Minister for the Southern Conference, spoke about the 
urgency of fairly compensating conference ministers. He noted that the Conference is very diverse. 
The Robert V. Moss Recognition Award was presented to Reverend Rose Ross. 
 

It was noted that the Southern Conference does not have the funds to fairly compensate its ministers 
and some discussion was held suggesting ways to increase OCWM amounts (assessment per mem-
ber / percentage of each church’s budget). 
 

Reverend Curly Stub will be retiring as director of Johns River Valley Camp and Reverend Phil Hardy 
will be the new director. The camp is in a state of transition. Fewer youth are signing up for outdoor 
ministry. Home repairs, pre-weatherization, building handicapped ramps and cleaning up the river are 
some of the proposed year-round changes. 
 

O'Kelly's Chapel, also called O'Kelly Chapel, is one of the "mother churches" of the United Church of 
Christ. The Southern Conference of the United Church of Christ now owns the property and the 
church is used for special occasions only. The chapel is in need of extensive repairs that would cost 
over $100,000. O’Kelly’s Chapel, located on Highway 751 in Chatham County, will soon be up for sale 
once zoning changes are made. 
 

Brief presentations were made on United Church Homes and Services, Vision for Black Lake, Vision 
for Blowing Rock Conference Center and the Pension Board. The Cuban and German Delegations were 
introduced. 
 

Mr. Jon Wallace, Disaster Coordinator and Reverend Robert Cox, First Congregation, Dudley, NC, 
spoke about disaster ministries. $25,000 in seed grants was given and 17 flooded communities were 
assisted. In Wayne County, 900 homes are still uninhabitable from hurricane Matthew flooding. Dis-
aster Relief Ministries is partnering with the Franklinton Center to train volunteers.  
 

Ms. Vivian Lucus spoke about the history of the Franklinton Center in Whitakers, NC. The hope is for 
it to become a virtual justice center through collaboration with North Carolina Central University.  
 

Sacred Moments of Remembrance were given to twelve individuals from the Southern Conference 
who passed away in the last year. A video of churches participating in OCWM (Our Church’s Wider 
Mission) and “5 for 5 churches” was shown. Certificates were available to be picked up after the con-
ference. GSUCC received certificates for both of the categories. 
 

The Nominating Committee reports were given and the new board was voted in. Mr. Fred Grosse 
spoke about Elon Homes for Children. Presently about 900 individuals are in foster care. There was a 
name change in July and now individuals from 18-21 years of age will be served. Volunteers and 
funds are needed. 
 

Brief presentations were given by representatives from The Insurance Board, the Cornerstone Fund 
and Global Ministries. A secret ballot was held to vote for Reverend Dr. Edward Davis to continue as 
Conference Minister, and the vote passed. 
 

A motion was brought up to consider increasing the compensation for ministers of the Southern Con-
ference. It was noted that ministers often pay their own business expenses. The motion was second-
ed, and there was 100% agreement to pursue this objective. 
 

A worship service was held as the last conference event. Reverend Dr. John Dorhauer, UCC General 
Minister and President, gave the meditation. His focus was “orientation towards the other” and how 
we should strive to really get to know each other to resist stereotyping, hatred, condemnation and 
objectification - tell me your story and I will tell you mine. 
 

New board members and General Synod delegates were installed and commissioned and a service of 
Communion was held. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Finances First                        By Rob Lundin 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please con-
tact me. 
 
Rob Lundin 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Rob Lundin (treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.50% $1,214.12 $0.00 $133,185.53 11/1/2029 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  July 31, 2017** 
 

 
YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 

Budget Delta % 

Total Income $154,669.65 $155,944.19 ($1,274.54) (0.8%) 

Total Expenses $126,158.41 $138,408.00 ($12,249.59) (8.9%) 

Difference $28,511.24       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

Offering Status as of July 31, 2017 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $120,685 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2016 $10,035 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $130,720 $129,009 $1,711 1.3% 

Loose $12,048 $11,667 $382 3.3% 

Total for 2017 $142,768 $140,676 $2,093 1.5% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Children  connecting with our future 

  By Sarah Stoeckel 

By Katherine Gleason 

Sunday School Kick-Off 

Sunday, September 17 
 

 
After watching our Sunday School program experience unprecedented growth in 2016-2017, we 
couldn’t be more excited to get back into the classroom with the children of Good Shepherd!  Our 
Christian Education Ministry is pleased to kick off another exciting year of learning, starting on Sep-
tember 17. 
  
If your child has turned three years old in the last year, or is starting first or third grade, it is time to 
move up to a new class. Our classes are: 

  
 
    
  
 
 
 
 

 
Our Sunday School teachers, together with our Director of Chil-
dren and Youth Ministries, Jon DePue, have a fantastic year 
planned.  We look forward to continuing with the Sparkhouse 
Lectionary Curriculum, which provides children with the oppor-
tunity to have fun while learning the same weekly lectionary 
message their parents hear in worship.  As always, our classes 
will incorporate many types of learning activities from art and 
music, to science, food, movement, games, drama and much 
more! 
  
Special thanks to our regular and guest Sunday School teachers, who volunteer countless hours to 
help our program thrive.  If you are interested in volunteering as a guest teacher, please contact a 
member of the Christian Education Ministry.  No special expertise required! 

Knowledgeable Gnomes Grades 3-5 

Empowered Eagles Grades 1-2 

Shining Sheep Age 3-Kindergarten 

Little Lambs Infant-Age 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Youth Group had a quiet summer. We volunteered at Dorcas on July 1, and six of our youth went 
on the mission trip. 
 
We will kick off the fall with a Dorcas workday on Saturday, September 2, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Then we will meet after church on Sunday, September 17. 
 
Our other planned meetings for the fall will be on October 15, November 19, and December 17. We 
have one other Dorcas workday planned, on November 4. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

On the afternoon of Sunday, September 10, we 

will be worshiping and serving with Covenant 

Christian and Cary First at Bond Park (we'll be 

using the Sertoma Ampitheatre and Kiwanis pic-

nic shelter). After our separate worship services 

in the morning at our respective churches, we 

invite everyone to head to the park for worship 

at 3:30 p.m., which will be followed by volun-

teer projects from 4:30 - 5:30 p.m., with din-

ner from some local food trucks at 5:45 p.m. 

We'll also be making care packages for police 

and firefighters. Come join us for a time of wor-

ship, fellowship, and service!  

Community in the Heart of Christ:   
Worship and Service 

 

By Kathy Boyer 
 

Thank you, everyone, for all the food that was 

donated during the month of July. We collected 

177 pounds of food to help out the Dorcas Min-

istries Food Pantry. As a reminder, we continue 

to support Dorcas throughout the whole year 

with toilet paper and food (see next page for 

current needs). Continue to drop off your dona-

tions in our Dorcas basket in the narthex. 

 

Also, check out classes that are offered by the 

Dorcas Training Center that are open to all, at 

http://dorcas-cary.org/services/job-training-center/.    

Look under “Training Events” for the Training 

Center Calendar. There are financial classes, 

cooking classes and car care clinics.  You must 

register for all classes and some have limited 

seating.  For more information, you can email 

outreach@dorcas-cary.org or call 919-469-

9861, ext. 204. 

By Jon DePue 

By Linda Velto 

 
 

 
 
 

The NC Pride Festival will take place on Saturday, September 30, from 4:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. in Ra-

leigh and Durham. Because of scheduling challenges this year, the festival hours are much later than 

usual, the location has changed, and there will be no parade. Good Shepherd will not have an official 

presence at Pride this year, but we look forward to being part of Pride 2018. Thank you for spreading 

the word throughout the year that Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Church that welcomes 

all! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://dorcas-cary.org/services/job-training-center/
mailto:outreach@dorcas-cary.org
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Our Neighbors in Need collection 

 will take place on  

September 24 

By Kathy Boyer 

HELP!This is the last can of corn! 

The Dorcas Food Pantry is down to our last can of corn! 

Your help stocking our shelves would be greatly appreciated by the thousands of 

needy neighbors we serve with donated food.  

We are low on the following items: 

 Pasta and pasta sauce 

 Canned vegetables and fruit 

 Cereal 

 Canned meat, chili and stew 

 Baking mixes 

 Cleaning supplies 

 Toilet paper 

Please drop off donations  

Monday - Friday,  8 a.m.-6 p.m.  

to 187 High House Road, Cary,  

or leave them in the narthex at church. 

 

Please call Kathy Boyer                            

if you have questions:  919-815-7673. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Susie Oliver 

Johns River Valley Mission Trip Reflections 
 
 
Our Johns River Valley mission trip from July 30-August 5 was an extremely successful week of service 
and fellowship. Our mission team consisted of 36 members: 23 from Good Shepherd UCC, 8 from Cary 
First Christian and 5 from Covenant Christian Church; our group ranged in age from 14-75, with 10 
youth age 18 or under.  We went to Johns River Valley Camp, a UCC camp located outside of Lenoir, 
NC. Our time together gave us the opportunity to develop a sense of community, including forming 
deeper bonds with our own church family and meaningful relationships with Covenant Christian and 
Cary First members.     
 
Our scripture for the week, Colossians 3:16, emphasized that we clothe ourselves with love. We were 
encouraged to see harmony and the peace of Christ at work in our daily activities as we experienced 
being the hands and feet of Jesus or someone being the hands and feet of Jesus for us. We were often 
in situations outside our comfort zone, whether it was being on a mission trip for the first time, not 
having internet or phone service for a week, or learning a new skill. We went as servants in the service 
of others and we experienced life and people different from our daily routine. But knowing we were the 
hands and feet of Christ helped us meet the challenges we faced and gave us the foundation we need-
ed to serve.  
 
Our daytime activities included working at three different sites or in the 
kitchen, doing some yard work, and volunteering at a local thrift shop.  
 
The "Siding House Crew" consisted of ten to twelve folks of all ages and 
from all three churches who worked on the home of “Gail,” a very nice old-
er lady who lives alone and, more than anything else it seemed, needed 
and greatly enjoyed having folks around to talk to. Over the four days we 
were at her home, we installed new siding all the way around, along with 
all new door and window trim, new corner boards, and then dressed all 
that up with a fresh coat of paint. We also updated and repaired some 
faulty electrical wiring, and (albeit unintentionally) installed a new sink in 
the bathroom. All in all, it was a very successful and enjoyable week that 
Gail seemed to truly appreciate, so a huge thanks to all those who sup-
ported our team. 
 
The “Log Cabin Crew” was composed of adults and youth from all three churches that tackled the prob-
lem like pros. Bernice, the owner of the home, lives in a log cabin that was in serious need of help 
about twelve miles up the valley from Johns River. The wrong type of stain had been applied to her 
home, which allowed water to infiltrate the logs, but then could not get out, resulting in a serious mil-
dew problem. In addition, the logs had large cracks in them. Our task 
was to re-stain two sides of the log cabin. This was a multi-step pro-
cess and consisted of removing the existing stain from two sides of 
the log home using hand scrapers, removing caulk from large cracks 
in the logs, filling the large cracks with wood epoxy, sanding away 
the excess epoxy, removing stains and mold with bleach and staining 
the logs with a penetrating oil-based stain, bringing them back to 
their original beauty. We were fortunate to have dry weather during 
the four work days; that made it possible to finish the staining on Fri-
day. Our efforts will prevent further cracking to the logs and seal out 
moisture. Bernice worked along with us and was so appreciative of 
the improvements that were made to her home. To a person, each 
worker received the greatest gift that comes from giving of them-
selves to this wonderful lady. 
 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Our “Senior Center Crew” was a mix of folks from all three churches. The 
Caldwell County Senior Center, located close to downtown Lenoir, NC, is a 
resource center for older adults to gather for fun, education, exercise, social 
activities and advice on taxes, health, legal issues and other concerns.  After 
meeting with the Director, Sharon Berry, we assessed how to repaint the 
wooden siding on the upper third of the entire building and repair the droop-
ing gutters. Prior to painting, a quick power washing was in order and game 
plan set for teams to hold ladders and start the painting - and paint, paint, 
paint we did.  With the older wood siding, it took several coats of paint 
throughout the week to make it look good, with many high roof peaks and 
some adventurous ladder climbs. Meanwhile, others on the team took on 
shoring up the gutters. The last day we discovered an outside door and trim 
that needed painting. Overall, this was one of the simpler projects compared 
to the other sites, but required hours of painting in some intense sun and heat. Everyone who participat-
ed at this work site went above and beyond, working together, sharing the workload and sharing person-
al stories and insightful thoughts during our parking lot lunch breaks. It was a very successful project 
with which Sharon (and many visitors) was immensely happy, grateful and impressed with our team's 
work ethic and willingness to volunteer to help others. 
 
The “Kitchen Crew” consisted of four women (ages 68-71), who prepared 
nutritious breakfasts and dinners for the group, as well as providing food for 
the site crews to pack their lunches. The kitchen work began at 6 a.m. with 
getting the coffee started, getting items ready for the breakfast and lunch 
bars, and cooking a full breakfast. During the day, the crew prepared the 
dinner, including a meat, vegetables, salad bar, beverages and dessert. 
Tuesday evening’s meal included pasta and bread made on site, as well as 
pasta sauce canned by the crew prior to the trip. Following dinner, the crew 
put away any leftover food and helped clean the kitchen. In the late even-
ing, some prep work was done for the next morning. Every night the dining 
room had to be swept and the kitchen had to be cleaned, sanitized and 
mopped. Thanks to volunteers from the other work crews who helped with 
breakfast and dinner setup and after-dinner cleanup.  
 
We enjoyed time together in the evenings for devotions, square dancing, learning about Johns River Val-
ley Camp, and visiting with one another. On Wednesday, our “day off,” after a brunch including eggs 
benedict and pancakes, many of our group played in a very competitive kickball tournament. Then we 
visited a local waterfall and enjoyed a natural water slide down a rock into a swimming hole of refreshing 
COLD mountain water. Other activities that day included a morning yoga class, a hike and river tubing. 
After a late afternoon cookout, we traveled to Boone to see “Horn in the West,” an outdoor Revolutionary 
War drama about Daniel Boone and the mountain settlers of the region. The beauty of God’s creation 
was evident all around us whatever we did and wherever we went.   
 
We are grateful to have had this meaningful experience and to return safely with no significant work-
related injuries and only a couple of minor injuries in the kickball tournament!   
 
Thanks to all our church members and friends who helped finance this wonderful trip, as well as all who 
kept us in their thoughts and prayers during the week.  It was a unique experience, one that made sig-
nificant impressions on each of us and one that helped us form lasting bonds with others on the trip.  But 
most important, it was a chance to share God’s love with the people of western North Carolina and to 
make significant improvement to homes of those who are facing health and financial challenges.  Even if 
you were not physically present, your support and your presence in spirit were critical to the success of 
our mission. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

 
Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Children & Youth Ministries: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Jo Legacki 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Melinda Devenouges 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. 
Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9 a.m. — 12 p.m. 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

Our Spring/Summer Garden Did Well!  

Thanks to all the vol-
unteers who plant-
ed, watered and 
harvested lettuce, 
chard, rad ishes, 
yellow and zucchini 
squash, yellow ba-
nana and green 
peppers, cucumbers 
and tomatoes for our 
spring and summer 
garden. While our 
tomatoes did not fare 
well, the other crops 
did, and we were 
able to take one or 
two large baskets twice each week to Dorcas 
Ministries Food Pantry. They always expressed 
their thanks for the fresh vegetables we pro-
vided. 

Our Fall Garden Has Just Been Planted! 

On August 27, volunteers  planted broccoli, 
Brussel sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower, collards, 
tatsoi (an Asian green), carrots, and lettuce. 
Additional volunteers will be watering and 
tending these young seedlings and plants, with 
the hope they will become well established and 
produce a harvest this fall. 

Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

By Susie Oliver

  

Gratitude for 
Volunteers!  

The Caring for 
Creation Team 
is grateful for   
the volunteers 
who are help-
ing with duties 
in the garden. 
Once our new plants are established, church vol-
unteers will be needed to irrigate on Sundays, 
Tuesdays or Wednesdays, and Fridays when it 
has not rained. Volunteers will also be needed to 
harvest on Tuesdays and Fridays and take the 
vegetables to the Dorcas. If you would like to 
assist in some way, contact Susie Oliver. 

Stop By the Garden! 

Stop by the garden anytime, behold the miracle 
of growth, and give thanks for the labor of our 

volunteers and for God’s creation. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

