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Here’s What’s Coming Up in Children and 

Youth Ministries…  
As the summer winds down, we at GSUCC are committed to “Being the 
Church” together by preparing for the beginning of a new Sunday School 
and Youth Group year. We’re so excited to see what God has in store for the 
children and youth of Good Shepherd in 2018-2019! Here are some upcom-
ing opportunities:  

Sunday School kicks off on Sunday, September 9! Children are dis-
missed immediately after the children's time to walk over to the edu-
cation building with their Sunday School teachers. Childcare and 
classes are offered for Nursery-2yrs (Little Lambs), 3yrs-
Kindergarten (Shining Sheep), Grades 1-2 (Empowered Ea-
gles), and Grades 3-5 (Knowledgeable Gnomes).  

We’re always in need of volunteers who would be willing to help teach 
Sunday School classes. This is an open invitation, as there will al-
ways be room for more people who feel called to serve GSUCC in this 
way.  

On Sunday, September 16, after service, all Middle School 
Youth are invited to Fresh Local Ice Cream in downtown Cary.  

There will be a Children's Ministry Meeting for parents and Sunday 
School teachers on Sunday, September 23, at 9:30am, before 
service. 

Youth Group for both Middle and High School students will kick off 
on Sunday, September 30, after the Intergenerational Service. 
Please meet Jon, Katherine, and Stephanie on the patio to head over 
to (the newly renovated!) High House. 

Please let Jon know at JonD@gsucc.org if you'd like to learn more about or 
attend any of these events!  

By Jon DePue  
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The Pastor’s 
Corner 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By Linda Velto 

Faith And... 
Intergenerational Class has been meeting on Sunday mornings for many 
years, and now it has a new name! “Faith and…” more accurately describes 
the nature of the group. Discussion topics have included current events in 
politics, religion, and sports; racism and white privilege; exploration of other 
faiths; brief studies of books of the Bible; deep questions on the nature of 
God and lighter questions about “The Gospel According to Harry Potter;” 
plus a myriad of other things. Relating each topic to our day-to-day lives of 
faith is the common thread. Any group member can lead a discussion based 
on his/her own interests. Some topics involve supplemental reading, which 
is always optional. The class meets at High House on Sunday mornings; re-
freshments begin at 9:00am, with discussion from 9:15-10:00am. Adults 

and youth from 6th grade and older are invited. Whether you come every week or once in a while, 
you’ll always find a way to be part of the conversation. New faces are always welcome! 

Communion  connecting with God 

 
 
Mark your calendars now to be a part of our Spir-
ituality Group that meets at 10:30am, at High 
House. In the fall, we will begin Wednesday ses-
sions on September 12.  Our first series will be 
on the history of the United Church of Christ 
and will include hearing from former Southern 
Conference Minister Rev. Rollin Russell and an 
outing to the historic Franklinton Center at 
Bricks. Our time together each week includes 
food, fellowship, prayer, and study. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Wednesday Morning 

Spirituality Group 

As I write this article, Adrienne Jones, a former 
professor at Oberlin College, is breathing her last 
breaths upon this earth and Margaret Velto, soon 
to be a first year student at Oberlin, has pointed 
her full car toward Ohio and driven away from 
Cary. I love to think of the ways Margaret and 
Adrienne’s lives intersected at Good Shepherd 
and the ways their spirits will intersect in a dif-
ferent way at Oberlin. The cycles of life swirl all 
around us as we enter into new phases and say 
good-bye to old ones. Transitions always have 
both an ending and a beginning. And sometimes 
it is hard to tell when one thing is stopping and 
another is starting. 

The same is true with the seasons. When we had 
a cold snap at the end of August, Mia said, “Tell 
fall to butt out of summer!” She wanted to hold 
on to summer a little longer. So did I.  

The same is true for people I care about. Even 
when it’s time for them to go, a piece of me 
would like to hold on a little longer, though I 
know a new season is at hand.  

The same is true for churches too. They have 
seasons and a life cycle all their own. The typical 
church life cycle is birth, vitality, equilibrium, de-
cline, and death. We seem to be in our vitality 

stage, which could last decades, even genera-
tions, but will likely at some point slide into the 
other stages. And even when vital, there are still 
pieces that are declining and dying while others 
are coming to new life.  

The Alban Institute writes, “A good life’s natural 
end is death. The same can be true of an organi-
zation or movement. God’s genius is exhibited in 
the fact that both life and death are natural and 
necessary for the successful perpetuation of 
creation.”  

I pray that as a church we will continue to be  
receptive to the comings and goings, the endings 
and beginnings, the births and deaths, that per-
petuate this wondrous and holy part of creation 
we call Good Shepherd United Church of Christ.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Newcomer Coffee With the Pastor 

If you are new to Good Shepherd, we invite 
you to coffee and light refreshments with 

Pastor Carla at 9:15am in the sanctuary on 

September 23. It’s an informal time to 
learn about the church and its ministries.   

Covenant  connecting with each other 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

3 John Young 

14 Carmen Johnson 

15 Arthur Bouvier 

16 Pamela Geyer 

(Lundin) 

16 Aurora Perez 

26 Amy Murray 

Our September Birthdays 

If you have a birthday in September and it is 

not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and 

let us know.  

Intergenerational Worship Sept 30, at 10:30am 

Brunch Church with Rev. Sarah Horton-Campbell 

For our 5th Sunday worship in September, we will welcome Rev. Sarah Horton-Campbell of Common 
Life Farm and Church to lead us in “Brunch Church.” Common Life gathers in Saxapahaw to share 
meals together with Holy Communion at the center (Dinner Church), and to tend their garden and 
grow food together. They focus on the physical and spiritual connection with God, one another, and 
the land. Our worship that day will be around tables and include the sharing of brunch. Look for spe-
cial requests from Fellowship Ministry. Read more about Sarah and the new church start HERE. 

Brunch SundayBrunch SundayBrunch Sunday   

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.ucc.org/farm_church_as_embodied_spirituality
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Wednesday Morning  
Spirituality Group 

September 12 

Blest Be the Tie 

Honorin
g First

  

Responders 

September 9
 

I-Phone Emergency  Programming  September 9 Android Emergency  Programming September 16 

Good Shepherd  

Activity Bulletin Board 

Sunday School Kick-off 
September 9 

Women’s Fellowship 
Salad Kick-off 
September 20 

Newcomer  
Coffee 

September 23 

Neighbors in Need 

Offering 

September 23 

Book Club 

September 25 

Brunch Church 
September 30 

Youth Group September 30 
See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Middle School 

Ice Cream Social 

September 16 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Sue Rice 

By Kathy Boyer 

By Linda Velto 

Women’s Fellowship will kick off the new church 

year with a salad supper on Thursday, Septem-

ber 20, in the sanctuary. Bring one of your favor-

ite salads, or bread or dessert, and we will have 

fellowship and discuss plans and ideas for the 

coming year. We will begin to gather around 

6:30pm, but plan to eat around 7:00pm, so if 

you are still coming home from work, don’t let 

that stop you from joining us. 

If you have any questions, see Kathy Boyer, or 

email at nckathyb@gmail.com.  

Join us on September 25, 

when we will be discussing 

Small Great Things, by Jodi 

Picoult. 

This book is the 

story of a nurse accused of will-

fully not carrying out her duty to 

save the life of a new born ba-

by. As a black woman, she was 

forbidden to touch the son of a 

white supremacist. When the 

baby crashes and codes in her 

presence, what is the right thing 

to do? Disobey the orders of her supervisor or 

don't touch the struggling baby. White privilege 

as well as rampant racism is examined here. 

We will meet Tuesday, September 25, at 

7:00pm, at High House. Please join 

us! 

Looking ahead - Our October 

book will be Burial Rites by Hannah 

Kent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our 
music ministry during the summer. We had a mix 
of instrumental and vocal selections, old favorites 
and new compositions, kids and retirees. There 
was a women’s ensemble that pulled together a 
“one-rehearsal wonder” and a choir from two 
churches that rehearsed all summer for a con-
cert.  

Music is such an integral part of our worship at 
Good Shepherd. Thank you for all the ways so 
many of you contributed to our musical life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As our regular program year kicks off, the choir 
will be back in worship. Choir rehearsals are 
most Wednesday evenings from 7:30-8:30pm in 
the sanctuary, beginning August 29. New voices 
are welcome at any time during the year! (We 
are in particular need of sopranos and altos right 
now). If you enjoy singing and are in your teens 
or older, consider joining the choir. If you have 
been sitting in the congregation this summer 
hearing good singing around you, encourage 
some of those people to join the choir! No audi-
tion is required and even the ability to read mu-
sic is optional! If you have questions, talk to 
Carla Gleason or Linda Velto. 

By Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:nckathyb@gmail.com
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If you prefer, you may also sign up online at: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bountiful-spirit-wondrous-art-tickets-49364817498  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bountiful-spirit-wondrous-art-tickets-49364817498
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Finances First                        By Rob Lundin 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please con-
tact me. 
 
Rob Lundin 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Rob Lundin (treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 4.50% $1,077.67 $136.45 $121,742.07 6/22/2029 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of July 31, 2018** 
 

 
YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 

Budget Delta % 

Total Income $161,000.30 $159,151.11 $1,849.19 1.2% 

Total Expenses $131,442.66 $153,003.00 -$21,560.34 -14.1% 

Difference $29,557.64       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

Offering Status as of July 31, 2018 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $94,175 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2017 $42,186 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $136,361 $133,583 $2,778 2.1% 

Loose $14,157 $11,755 $2,402 20.4% 

Total for 2018 $150,518 $145,338 $5,180 3.6% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

 

 

The Safety and Security Team continues to 

explore a variety of ways to keep church 

members and visitors safe, as well as best 

practices for emergency response. Here is a 

list of updates: 

1. Emergency procedures (fire, tornado, 

armed intruder) are now posted in each class-

room in the education building. Jon DePue will 

train the Sunday School teachers on appropriate responses for each type of emergency. 

 

2. The team will hold an emergency procedures training for the congregation after worship on 

Sunday, September 23, which may include running an evacuation drill. Everyone is encour-

aged to participate, especially those who are regularly here on Sundays:  staff, deacons, Sun-

day school teachers, choir members.  

 

3. New two-way radios to aid communication between buildings are being put into use as Sunday 

School kicks off. The head deacon will have a radio in the sanctuary, as will each classroom in 

the education building. 

 

4. A training session for the AED will be scheduled in October. Contact Linda Velto if you are inter-

ested in participating. The AED box now contains low-dose aspirin for use when someone is 

having a cardiac event.  

 

5. New first aid kids are on hand and will be mounted in the sanctuary, the education building, 

and at High House. 

 

6. It is a good idea to program your cell phone with emergency contact information. If you need 

help programming your phone, Johnathon Kirk will offer two information sessions after church: 

September 9, for iPhones, and September 16, for Android phones. 

Other initiatives to make our space safer are under consideration. If you have questions or concerns, 

please contact any member of the Safety and Security Team:  Jon DePue, Sue Rice, Dave Sniffin, 

Linda Velto, and Stephanie Zimmer. 

By Linda Velto 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Blest Be the Tie – Honoring First Responders September 9 
 

As our nation marks the 17th anniversary of 9/11, we take the opportunity to remember 

the victims, those who responded to the calls for help, and those who continue to answer 

the call to serve the common good of our communities. Through fellowship, & service, we 

come together as three congregations who are united as one in Christ to love and serve.  

Join Good Shepherd, Cary First Christian, and Covenant Christian at 12:30pm (note the 

time change!), on September 9, at Cary First Christian, 1109 Evans Rd. for lunch, fellow-

ship with first responders, and a service project . 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

By Susie Oliver 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that supports 

ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support 

the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC's 

Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, 

and direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches 

and organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work 

ranges from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This 

year, special consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and 

communities.  We will be taking this offering on September 23. 

By Kathy Boyer 

1 Church/10 People/100 Miles/$1000 

Our congregation has a wonderful opportunity to receive a $1,000 grant that we can use to enhance 

our church community garden, and your participation is needed to make that happen! We need to 

have a minimum of 10 people from our church who each run, walk, paddle, swim, ride (as on a 

bike), or roll 100 miles outdoors in North Carolina in 2018. Miles completed any time in 2018 may be 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.ucc.org/faq_what_is_caim
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The Word of the Lord  

is God’s Creation which teaches us if we 

allow ourselves time in Nature, time to 

listen in Silence,  

to Watch and to Wonder. 

 

by Anne White. 

Word of the Lord, lands 

in Canada. 
Now devoted to shale oil 

extraction. 

What Big Oil hath 

wrought 

My love of God’s creation is the basis of my faith. To love the Lord God with all our hearts, and minds 

and souls must mean we should love our mother Earth, which is part of His Creation. It was in the 

book Original Blessings, by Matthew Fox, that I learned about the word “Dabhar.” According to the 

Hebrew language, “Dabhar” stands for “The Word of the Lord” and it means Creation is the word of 

the Lord.  God's Creation is silently speaking to us. It is teaching us how to live - without toxic waste 

and pollution and accepting of the cycles of life and death. The abundance of life and the changing of 

seasons provides so much beauty in our lives. 

The water cycle works without waste. Water was purified without fancy pipes and machinery by evap-

orating and falling back to the earth as rain, and fog and snow. The water was cleansed and for thou-

sands of years and humans drank from the streams, lakes and springs.  

Leaves gather minerals from way down deep in the soil where tree roots dwell. Those leaves fall and 

form nature’s mulch that feeds earthworms and other decomposers. Earthworms make tunnels that 

allow the soil to soak up water when it rains. The earthworms excrete the best of nature’s fertilizers.  

Many microorganisms dwell in the soil and chemical processes designed by God release nutrients to 

the soil where they are taken up by plants. Using leaves under our shrubs and trees or on our vege-

table or flower beds as winter mulch can help prevent the depletion of our soil, save transport and 

processing energy and do away with plastic compost bags. 

Photosynthesis is powered by the sun. On sunny days plants remove carbon dioxide from air, release 

the oxygen and make carbon available as protein and carbohydrates which fuel the creatures of the 

earth when they eat plants for food. All of our food comes from plants. “Even pizza?” one child asked 

me in astonishment. I explained that wheat and tomatoes are plants. Cheese comes from cows that 

counted. The Caring for Creation Team is researching exactly how these miles will need to be docu-

mented and logged, but first we are interested in knowing who in our church is willing to participate.  

Please contact Susie Oliver at soliver@mindspring.com if you are interested in helping our church 

meet this goal and earn $1,000.  

 

This is a challenge launched by the NC State Parks to encourage people to get outside and explore 

our trails and waterways. The Partners in Health and Wholeness, a program of the North Carolina 

Council of Churches, is encouraging churches to be involved to provide people of faith in NC with the 

tools to lead healthier and more fulfilling lives. We hope this opportunity will be of benefit both to our 

church and to us as individuals. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
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Staff 
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FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

 

eat grass. Then their second grade teacher re-

minded me, mushrooms are fungi which is an ex-

ception of course. However, I doubt all God’s 

creatures could thrive on just mushrooms! We 

need plants to survive, thanks to the miracle of 

photosynthesis. 

The introduction of farm animals produced piles 

of manure that farmers used as fertilizer and 

turned hunters into gardeners. Manure is the pro-

cessed plant remains from farm animals alike to 

decaying plants and leaves from trees, all of 

which return nutrients to the earth. Family farms 

grew vegetables, grain and hay fields and live-

stock that worked in synergy.  

Then the industrial revolution came and extracted 

fossil fuels from deep in the earth. Factories pol-

luted the air. Industrial agriculture replaced the 

small family farms where two thirds or more of 

the people had lived. Livestock operations be-

came concentrated and transport of manure was 

replaced by transport of synthetic fertilizers which 

killed earthworms and soil bacteria. Antibiotics, 

processed foods and procreation created  food 

and health for an exploding human population. 

Elaborate irrigation and increasing demand for 

water drained aquifers. Fossil fuels and manmade 

chemicals polluted more and more waterways. 

Cities had to treat water to make it potable and 

treat sewage to keep down disease in urban are-

as. Now two thirds or more of the people live in 

cities which have grown so large that the big 

farms are often far away, even in other countries, 

and food is transported in fossil fuel burning 

ships, trucks, planes and trains and often pack-

aged in plastic. Now leaves are hauled away by 

most cities and turned into compost that may 

contain residues of pesticides like those in 

Roundup®. The compost made from those 

leaves is sold in plastic bags, which end up in the 

landfill.   

Perhaps is it time to study the word of the Lord.   

Poets, artists and musicians give praise to “The 

word of the Lord.” in their works. Those who 

spend time in gardens or woods and fields and 

study what they see will find much to fill them 

with wonder and awe. Scientists are constantly 

learning anew the intricate processes involved in 

God’s creation. “Dabhar” is The word of the Lord. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

