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What Shall We Bring? 

God has invited us.  Loudly and clearly!  Come!  You are wel-
come here!  You have a place here!  When we come to follow 
in the way of Jesus, he asks us to bring all that we are.  In 
bringing the gift of ourselves and our resources, we are 
shaped and help shape the world.   

 
With the theme, “What Shall We Bring?,” we kick off Stew-
ardship season in the church during the month of October.  
Together we will contemplate what it is we bring before God, 
what we bring to share with neighbors, and what we have to 
offer the world.  Look for a letter and our mission spending 
plan via email early in the month.  Worship on October 14 will 
reflect on Gifts of Presence, and worship on October 21 will 
reflect on Gifts of Word and Deed.  Our Dedication Sunday, 
when we bring in our pledge cards for 2019, will be on Octo-
ber 28.   
 

During this time, we will reflect on God’s invitation to us to 
bring all that we are and all that we have when we become a 
follower of Christ so that God might continue to do remarka-
ble things through us. 

Communion  connecting with God 
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The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Each year on the first Sunday of October, churches all across the world celebrate Holy Communion, 
the Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist.  It goes by many names but this meal of bread and wine that Jesus 
shared with his friends is one of the central rituals of Christianity. Some celebrate it with bread and 
juice, some with rice crackers and cool-aid, some in a spirit of joy, some as a solemn memori-
al.  Some celebrate it every day, others only a few times a year.  But all eat and drink as a way to 
remember Jesus, as a way to take him into our own bodies and as such become the body of the 
Christ in this world.  It is a moment of Christian unity in a worldwide church of diversity.   

World Communion Sunday is an opportunity for us to look up from our own table and recognize that 
this isn’t the only way to be church.  When we remember Jesus in this meal, we also remember the 
church in Jamaica, Hong Kong, Angola and Ecuador and the bodies of those churches.  When we are 
connected to Jesus, we are connected to one another.  These connections give us a deeper, richer 
experience of God who is so much bigger than our table, walls, town, or country. 

Covenant  connecting with each other 

 

 

 

 

 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
 

Pastor Carla will be at the United Church Board 
Meeting in Cleveland October 19-21.  Minister 
Linda Velto will be on call for pastoral emergen-
cies.  On the 21st, we will welcome Rev. Dr. 
Rose Cornelious to the pulpit.  Dr. Cornelious 
serves as the Development Director of Dorcas 
Ministries. Her background includes serving as 
a hospital chaplain, Director of Development for 
a regional hospice in Central Virginia and a Mis-
sion Facilitator for the Evangelical Covenant 
Church of America, a job that took her to over 

25 countries.  Rose 
holds a Master of 
Science in Business 
degree from Florida 
Institute of Technol-
ogy and a Master of 
Divinity and Doctor 
of Ministry degree 
from North Park 
Theological Semi-
nary in Chicago.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Tuesday, October 9, at 7 p.m., in the sanctuary, 
women and non-binary people are invited to a 
prayer service of outrage, lament, hope and 
wholeness for those whose lives have been im-
pacted by sexual harassment and sexual as-
sault.  Maybe you told yourself it was no big 
deal, maybe it happened to your sister, maybe it 
shattered your world. Whatever your experi-
ence, join with other women in sacred space as 
we honor our truths, our bodies, and our 
power.   

(There will be 
one for men too 
in the future! 
Look for details 
to come.) 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Newcomer Coffee With the Pastor 

If you are new to Good Shepherd, we invite 
you to coffee and light refreshments with 

Pastor Carla at 9:15 a.m. in the sanctuary 

on October 28. It’s an informal time to 
learn about the church and its ministries.   

Our October Birthdays 

If you have a birthday in October and it is 

not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and 

let us know.  

Join us on a trip to Franklinton Center on October 17.  We will depart at 
8:30 a.m., arrive at the center at 10:00, and enjoy a tour and stories of 
the history of Franklinton Center.  Our time will end with lunch and discus-
sion, and we will depart around 1:00 p.m. to arrive back in Cary at 2:30 
p.m.  The cost is $15.  Please sign up in the narthex to join us! 
 
The fertile farmland of Franklinton Center at Bricks contains both tragedy 
and hope. The acres where tobacco and cotton once were harvested were 

part of a plantation known as the place to break unruly slaves. Through the ashes of that pre-Civil 
War horror, hope in the form of educational opportunity and leadership development was cultivated. 
Franklinton Center at Bricks grew out of the union of two separate entities: Bricks School, founded by 
the American Missionary Association, and Franklinton Christian College. The schools merged in 1954. 
 
Franklinton Christian College was started by the James O'Kelly Christian Church in 1871 to train black 
leaders for local churches. Similarly, Julia Bricks established the Bricks Junior College in 1895, 
through a gift of land and endowment to the American Missionary Association (AMA). The AMA, begun 
by Congregationalists, opened schools across the South following the Civil War. Many of its schools 
still exist, including the UCC-related historically black colleges. Today, the work of the AMA continues 
through the United Church of Christ. 
 
In the 21st century, Franklinton Center at Bricks plays a significant role in the education and nurture 
of church and community leaders, justice advocates, and young people. The Center hosts and trains 
visiting groups on social justice issues and also serves the local 
community. The Center weaves rural justice, hunger issues, 
environmental racism and workers’ rights into its programmatic 
focus. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Franklinton Center Trip 

3  Chris Alberti 

3  Carolyn Lundin 

6  Sonja Bedi 

7  Karen Getz 

10 David Prodoehl 

14 Zoe Fitzpatrick 

15 Susie Oliver 

17 Charlotte Speltz 

19 Andrea Bedi 

20 Debra Buchanan 

27 Hannah Mei 

29 Alexis Rice 

30 John Speltz 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Sue Rice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on October 23, when we 
discuss Burial Rites by Hannah Kent. 
 
Based on a true story, Burial Rites is the story of 
a young woman in northern Iceland who was 
condemned to death after the murder of two 
men, one of whom was her employer. She is 
sent to an isolated farm to await execution with 
a family of upstanding citizens watching over 
her. 
 

We will meet Tuesday, October 23, 
at 7:00 p.m., at High House.  Please 
join us! 
 

Looking ahead, Our November book 

will be A Thousand Splendid Suns by 

Khaled Hosseini. 

 

 

Come hear a concert of favorite 
hymn and biblical texts in new 
settings! “Old Wine in New Skins” 
will be presented at Greenwood 
Forest Baptist Church on Sunday, 
October 14, at 4:00 p.m. Led by 
ethnomusicologist/composer Dr. 
Abe Caceres, the concert includes 
local artists and a mass choir 
with singers from at least six ar-
ea churches. Good Shepherd will 
be represented by several sing-
ers!  

 

The program opens with two mass choir selections: This is the Day, and I Am Available to You, O 
Lord.  It closes with the final mass choir selection, El Bautismo. This exciting Afro-Latin setting re-
counts the story and meaning of baptism and includes dance movements for the congregation. 
 

An East-West fusion of In Christ There is No East or West is scored for Chinese gongs, flute and or-
gan.  The Church’s One Foundation is set as a Puerto Rican danza. Youth and the young at heart will 
have the opportunity to dance the Jamaican limbo! 
 

The concert is free; a freewill offering will be gathered to support the American Kidney Fund (AKF). 
Kidney disease affects 30 million Americans, and many related costs are not covered by insurance. 
The AKF provides prevention outreach, top-rated health educational resources and direct financial 
assistance for patients to access lifesaving medical care, including dialysis and transplantation. For 
more information visit www.KidneyFund.org.  
 

The program will be an ecumenical, intergenerational, cross-cultural musical party with audience 
participation!  Come listen!  Come sing!  Come dance!  Come be part of the fun!  Come experience 
favorite hymn and Bible texts in “new skins!” 

By Linda Velto 

The Eastern NC Associa-
tion will hold its annual 
meeting from 9:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. on Satur-
day, October 13, at Pil-
grim United Church of 
Christ, located at 3011 
Academy Road, Durham.  
The theme is “The Joy of 
the Lord is Our Strength” 
from Nehemiah 8:10.  All 
are welcome to attend 

this time of education, fellowship, and worship 
with churches throughout Eastern NC.  Cost is $25 
and includes lunch.  See Pastor Carla to register. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Concert!  

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.kidneyfund.org
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Rev. Dr. R
ose  

Cornelious  

Preaching 

October 21 

World Communion 

Sunday 

October 7 

Women’s Sacred Circle Service October 9 

Good Shepherd  

Activity Bulletin Board 

Dedication Sunday 

October 28 

Newcomer  
Coffee 

October 28 

Franklinton Center 

Trip 

October 17 

Book Club 
October 23 

Eastern NC  

Association Meeting 

October 13 

Youth Group October 28 

See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Concert 

October 14 

Early Voting 

Oct. 17-Nov. 3 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Finances First                        By Rob Lundin 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please con-
tact me. 
 
Rob Lundin 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Rob Lundin (treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 4.50% $1,077.67 $136.45 $121,158.34 6/22/2029 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of August 31, 2018** 
 

 
YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 

Budget Delta % 

Total Income $175,610.23 $181,886.69 -$6,276.46 -3.5% 

Total Expenses $146,479.75 $174,891.00 -$28,411.25 -16.2% 

Difference $29,130.48       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

Offering Status as of August 31, 2018 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $104,341 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2017 $42,186 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $146,527 $152,667 -$6,140 -4.0% 

Loose $16,121 $13,434 $2,687 20.0% 

Total for 2018 $162,648 $166,101 -$3,453 -2.1% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

By Linda Velto 

By Linda Velto 

 

 

 

Advent and Christmas may feel like a long time away, but the season will be 
here before you know it. That means that the choir will begin rehearsals for the 
Cantata soon! The choir meets most Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. Cantata 
music will be introduced in the latter half of October during the first part of 
each rehearsal. If you don’t usually sing with the choir but would like to sing in 
the Cantata during worship on December 16, please talk to Carla Gleason or 
Linda Velto.  

 

 

The Voting Team wants you to know that Election Day is November 6! Ok, 

we know you already knew that. But there are other important details to 

know.  

 Have you moved recently? Voter registration, including change of address, change of party affilia-

tion, and new registrations, must be filed by October 12. 

 Want to vote early and avoid lines on Election Day? Early voting runs from October 17-November 

3. You can vote at any early voting location within your county of registration. Find a complete list 

of locations and times at this link:  http://www.wakegov.com/elections/info/early/Pages/

default.aspx 

 Did you know that you can vote by absentee ballot even if you are not traveling on Election Day? 

Requests for absentee ballots must be made by October 30, and ballots must be submitted by No-

vember 6. Details can be found at this link: http://www.wakegov.com/elections/info/Pages/

absentee.aspx 

 If you would like to see what races and candidates you will be voting on, find your sample ballot 

online at this link: http://www.wakegov.com/elections/voters/Pages/voterinfo.aspx 

 Every voter will have six proposed amendments to the NC Consti-

tution on the ballot. You can find the text of the amendments on 

the home page of the NC Legislature: https://ncleg.net/. The Vot-

ing Team is working on planning an educational forum regarding 

the amendments. Stay tuned for more information in the weekly 

emails. 

Members of the Voting Team will be available every Sunday after 

worship until the election to help you find the information you need, 

including sample ballots and voter guides. Our goal is that every eli-

gible person exercises the right to vote and has the opportunity to 

become an informed voter. If you have questions, please ask! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.wakegov.com/elections/info/early/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.wakegov.com/elections/info/early/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.wakegov.com/elections/info/Pages/absentee.aspx
http://www.wakegov.com/elections/info/Pages/absentee.aspx
http://www.wakegov.com/elections/voters/Pages/voterinfo.aspx
https://ncleg.net/
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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

Children  connecting with our future 

 
 

 

 

We’ve had a busy September at GSUCC with the kickoff of Sunday School and Youth Group. Every 
Sunday, unless otherwise indicated, we offer childcare and Sunday School for Nursery to 2 years 
(Little Lambs), 3 years to Kindergarten (Shining Sheep), Grades 1 to 2 (Empowered Ea-
gles), and Grades 3 to 5 (Knowledgeable Gnomes). We’re always looking for more volunteers to 
help teach Sunday School classes, so if you are interested in serving the church in this way, don’t 
hesitate to contact Jon (JonD@gsucc.org) for more information.  

As we move into October, we’ll be planning our third Children’s Ministry visit to Highland Com-
mons for an afternoon of games, as well as some “Let’s Go!” outings for families with young children. 
We will also be prioritizing social ministries and justice opportunities for the children of GSUCC. We 
believe that “being the church” means that people of all ages are involved in pursuing and creating a 
more just community, country, and world. Be on the lookout for specific dates and times in the week-
ly emails and the announcements.  

This month, all middle and high schoolers are invited to Youth Group on October 28, after service. 
We will meet on the patio outside and walk over to High House together. Be on the lookout in the 
weekly church emails and announcements for other youth related events and service opportunities as 
they arise. We’re so excited to see what this year will bring and what God has in store for the children 
and youth of GSUCC!  

By Jon DePue  

By Susie Oliver

Our Caring for Creation Team is in the process of submitting grant applications to fund our building 
raised beds and purchasing soil/compost. We hope to build the raised beds in the winter and plant an 
early spring garden. We also plan to do more of our own composting and possibly build a three-
system compost bin. We are looking for volunteers to help us with building the compost bin, so 
please contact Susie Oliver if you are interested. We would like to involve our congregation in bring-
ing weekly contributions of items for our compost bin and will be providing more details on that soon. 
Our goal is to educate ourselves and others on how to reduce, reuse and recycle as we strive to pre-
serve the Earth’s bounty.    

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:JonD@gsucc.org
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

 
Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Children & Youth Ministries: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Bob Bedi 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. 
Secretary: M, T, W 9:30 a.m. — 12 p.m. 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

 Fennel is a perennial and spreads, and the seeds 

in the green stage can make an anise flavored 

addition to salads.  The leaves add flavor to spa-
ghetti sauce.  The plant is much larger than pars-

ley and can handle a swallowtail onslaught bet-

ter, and it is much easier to grow. But so far after 

three years of fennel in my garden,  I have seen 

no swallowtail eggs or caterpillars on my plant.  
Perhaps the spot is not sunny enough?  Fennel in 

the Elizabethan Gardens supported many swal-

lowtail caterpillars.  As I wrote last month, crea-

tion is the word of the Lord and sometimes it 

takes years to get the message.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swallowtail butterflies will lay their eggs on 

parsley—but also on fennel and Queen Anne's 

lace.  I have huge fennel plants and no eggs 

yet.  My three  parsley plants died this year.  
They were eaten in infancy by critters, and per-

haps I didn’t water enough to revive them.  I 

have also planted Queen Anne's lace for the 

swallowtails if they will just come.  I saw one or 

two butterflies this year, but no caterpillars.  

By Anne White

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

