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Communion  connecting with God 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Prepare Him Room:  

Advent and Christmas at Good Shepherd UCC 

During the season of Advent, the weeks of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, we will take time to hope, wonder, listen, reflect and rejoice as 
a community.  

Wednesdays, November 28, December 5, 12, 19  
    10:30am—Advent Study  

You are welcome to a weekly Advent study at High House where we 
will explore themes of anticipation and hope. 

Saturday, December 1  
    9:00am—12:00pm—Move into sanctuary 

12:00pm—4:00pm—Hanging of the Greens 
We’re moving back into the sanctuary in the morning and decorat-
ing for Advent in the afternoon, with a pizza lunch in between!   
1:30—3:00pm—Speaking Roles Rehearsal  
All those with long speaking roles will practice for Advent Pageant in 
the library. 

Sunday, December 2  
10:30am—Advent Worship and Toy Collection 
At our first Advent worship the children will help us complete the 
Hanging of the Greens and we are all invited to bring a new, un-
wrapped toy for The Christmas Store.   
12:00pm—Congregational Meeting 
Vote on the 2019 mission spending plan.   
4:00pm—Caroling  
Meet back at the sanctuary at 4:00pm for caroling followed by  
pot luck dinner. 

Communion 

Prepare Him Room P. 1 

The Pastor’s Corner P. 2 

Christmas Cantata P. 3 
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Saturday, December 8 
    9:00am—10:30am—Children’s Pageant Practice 

Parts are available for ages three and up and we look forward to many participants. 
1:00pm—Cary Christmas Parade 
Join us as part of our float in the Cary Christmas Parade!  

Sunday, December 9 
    10:30am—Advent Worship with Children’s Pageant, Toy Collection 

Join us for the second Sunday of Advent in worship as the children present “Get Ready!” This 
is the last Sunday to bring a toy for The Christmas Store. 

Monday, December 10 
    7:30pm—A Reflective Advent Worship 

Along with Covenant Christian and Cary First, we will hold a reflective service in our sanctu-
ary for those who wish to center themselves in peace and hope.  Childcare provided. 

Thursday, December 13 
    7:00pm—Women’s Fellowship Christmas Party 

Bring a wrapped ornament or small gift to exchange, and cookies or refreshment to share as 
the women of Good Shepherd celebrate the season. Also bring a pillow or household item to 
be given to The Carying Place to help furnish apartments for families in their program. Held 
in the sanctuary.   

Sunday, December 16 
10:30am—Advent Worship and Cantata 

       Our third Sunday of Advent worship will include special, seasonal music by the choir. 
12:00pm—Youth Group  

Sunday, December 23 
    10:30am—Advent Worship  

On the fourth Sunday of Advent, we will make our final preparations for Christmas.  

Monday, December 24  
    7:00pm—Christmas Eve Service 

An evening of lessons and carols, candle lighting and the Christmas Fund offering mark this 
special night.  All ages are welcome! 

Sunday, December 30 
    10:30am—First Sunday in Christmas 

On the first Sunday of the Christmas season, we will share in an intergenerational service fol-
lowed by a meal.  

The Pastor’s Corner 
By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Our theme for Advent this year is “Prepare Him Room,” a phrase drawn from the carol Joy to the 
World where we sing, “Let earth receive her King, Let every heart prepare Him room, And Heaven 
and nature sing.”  During much of the Bible and the time many popular hymns were written, kings 
were commonplace and seen to be vessels of God in our world.  Yet, corruption and oppression 
reigned.  So, to long for a king, a sovereign, whose reign would be marked by peace and justice is 
more than understandable.   

While real kings and kingdoms seem far off from our current realities, that sort of speech still per-
meates our theological language.  Every week we pray, “thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done.”  Sometimes we update the language by using “reign of Christ” or talking about the “king-
dom” of God.  But whatever the language we use, what exactly are we hoping for?   What is it we 
are preparing for in Advent?  These are the questions we will be exploring in December as we wait 
in eager anticipation for Christmas to arrive once more. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Children  connecting with our future 

By Jon DePue  

 
 
Even before kids in costume showed up on your doorstep asking for candy, the choir has been hard 
at work on the Christmas Cantata. We look forward to presenting “The Heart of Christmas” by Pep-
per Choplin during the regular worship service on Sunday, December 16. This eight-part cantata 
includes scripture-based narration and music from blues to bluegrass to traditional choral. The mu-
sic is certain to touch your heart as we prepare once again for the coming of the Christ Child. 

By Linda Velto 

What’s Coming Up in Children and Youth Ministries?? 

Advent is upon us, and we have a lot going on at GSUCC as we await the birth of Jesus! One excit-
ing thing that will be starting on December 2 is our new Sunday School curriculum called, Shine: 
Living in God’s Light (https://shinecurriculum.com/). Shine is a dynamic curriculum that engages 
communities and families in their life together by:  

 Calling children to experience the transforming power of God’s love 

 Nurturing trust in God and inviting children to follow Jesus  

 Encouraging imaginative, interactive biblical storytelling  

 Exploring the meaning of the Bible within the gathered community 

 Cultivating the inner life of the Spirit through spiritual practices  

 Expressing faith through lives of compassionate peacemaking and service   

We’re so excited to implement this new curriculum in our classes!  

Below is a calendar for what’s going on in Children and Youth Ministries during Advent:  

   December 1    – Moving back into Sanctuary  
     The Hanging of Greens 
     Pageant practice 1:30 – 3:00pm  

 December 2    – Children help hang greens during worship 
        Caroling at 4:00pm  

 December 8    – Cary Christmas Parade at 2:00 – 4:00pm (Lineup at 1:00pm)  

 December 9   – Christmas Pageant (During worship at 10:30am)  

 December 16 – Youth Group at High House after Cantata Service  

 December 30 – Intergenerational Service (Contact Jon if your child would like to help  
           lead worship!)  

CCHHIILLDDRREENN  AANNDD  YYOOUUTTHH  MMIINNIISSTTRRIIEESS  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://shinecurriculum.com/
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Cary Christm
as  

Parade 

Dec. 
8, 1:00pm 

Advent Study 

Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, & 19 

10:30am  -  High House 

Hanging of the Greens Dec. 1, 12:00pm 

Good Shepherd  

Activity Bulletin Board 

Youth Group 

Dec. 16, 12:00pm 

Women’s Fellowship  

Christmas Party 

Dec. 13, 7:00 pm 

Children’s Pageant 

Practice 

Dec. 8, 9:00am 
Christmas Store 

Toy Collection 

Dec. 2 & 9 

Congregational Budget 

Meeting 

December 2—12:00pm 

Christmas Eve  

Service 

Dec. 24, 7:00pm 

See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Caroling and  

pot luck 

Dec. 2, 4:00pm 

Inter
gener

ationa
l 

Service
 and  

Potluc
k 

Dec. 30
, 10:3

0am 

Christmas Cantata 

Dec. 16, 10:30am 

Children’s Christmas  Pageant Dec. 9, 10:30am 

Reflective Advent 

Service 

Dec. 10, 7:30pm 
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By Sue Rice 

Our December Birthdays 

If you have a birthday in December and 

it is not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 

and let us know.  

3  Sally Johnson 

5  Nora Edwards 

5  Shirley Heiman 

17 Jesse Edwards 

19 Karen Lundin 

20 Thelma Faulk 

22 Bill Helton 

23  Lindsey Gregg-  

       Kearns 

25  Jack Uebel 

26  Lisa Mead 

 

Covenant  connecting with each other 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us on January 22, when we discuss The 
Warmth of Other Suns, by Isabel Wilkerson. 
 
In this epic, beautifully written masterwork, Pu-
litzer Prize–winning author Isabel Wilkerson 
chronicles one of the great untold stories of 
American history: the decades-long migration 
of black citizens who fled the South for northern 
and western cities, in search of a better life.  
 
We will meet Tuesday, January 22, at 7:00pm, 
at High House.  Please join us! 
 
Looking ahead, our February book will be A 
Thousand Splendid Suns, by Khaled Hosseini. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
All women in the church are invited to join us 
for a fun evening of games and fellowship at 
the Women’s Fellowship Christmas Party on 
Thursday, December 13 at 7:00pm, in the 
church sanctuary.  
 
Bring a wrapped ornament or Christmas item to 
exchange in our crazy Christmas gift exchange.  
And what would a party be without refresh-
ments? Please bring cookies or another light 
refreshment to share.   
 
This year we will again be  collecting items for 
families at The Carying Place. They are always 
in need of new pillows, but will take other 
household items as well. 
 

By Kathy Boyer  

Newcomer Coffee With the Pastor 

If you are new to Good Shepherd, we invite 

you to coffee and light refreshments with 

Pastor Carla at 9:15am in the sanctuary 

on December 16. It’s an informal time to 

learn about the church and its ministries.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Finances First                        By Rob Lundin 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 
 
Rob Lundin 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Rob Lundin (treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 $245,000.00 12/1/2038 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of October 31, 2018** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $207,967.45 $234,437.87 -$26,470.42 -11.3% 

Total Expenses $188,052.79 $230,723.00 -$42,670.21 -18.5% 

Difference $19,914.66       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

Offering Status as of October 31, 2018 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $130,415 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2017 $42,186 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $172,601 $190,833 -$18,232 -9.6% 

Loose $17,765 $16,793 $972 5.8% 

Total for 2018 $190,366 $207,626 -$17,260 -8.3% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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By Linda Velto 

By Kathy Boyer 

Community  connecting beyond our walls 

As you begin your Christmas shopping this season, we want to remind you that once again we 
will be collecting toys for the New Horizons Fellowship’s Christmas Store.  
 
 “The Christmas Store is designed to help families in this area who are 
in need during the holidays. There are many families who do not have 
adequate resources to purchase gifts for their children at Christmas 
time. They find themselves struggling just to ‘make ends meet’ with 
the necessities of life. Additionally, there are many other people in this 
area who have abundant resources. They find themselves wanting to 
help their neighbors, but do not know what the need is or how to help. 
The purpose of the Christmas Store is to bring those two groups to-
gether.”  
 
With our sanctuary undergoing renovation, we ask that you bring your 
$10 to $15 unwrapped toy to church on December 2 or 9. We will 
designate an area where you may deposit your gifts.  If you have a ques-
tion, see Kathy Boyer, nckathyb@gmail.com.   

 

 

 

 

 

Folks from GSUCC and Covenant Christian will kick off the Advent season together with a caroling 
event. On Sunday, December 2, at 4:00pm, we will gather in the GSUCC sanctuary before setting 
off in carpools to sing to some of our shut-in members. We’ll return to the sanctuary for a potluck 
meal, wrapping up the whole event by 7:00pm.  

People of all ages and singing abilities are welcome! Wear your favorite Santa hat or Christmas 
sweater, bring a dish to pass and your Christmas spirit! 

The Christmas Fund offering (sometimes called Veterans of the Cross offering) is an expression of 

appreciation and caring to those who served as clergy (and certain lay employees), who are now 

retired or disabled and financially strained. During this holy time of year, the offering is a profound 

gift. It helps provide pension supplements, health premium subsidies, emergency assistance to ac-

tive or retired clergy families, and Christmas gift checks to hundreds of retirees and to those who 

are disabled. All offerings given during our Christmas Eve Service will go to The Christmas Fund. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

 

 

"Bless us, O Lord, and these, Thy gifts, which we are about to receive from Thy bounty. Through 

Christ our Lord. Amen."  

In pioneer America, homesteaders could gather wood from the streamsides to build their log cab-

ins, hunt game for their meat, and grow corn, squash, pumpkins, and beans in their gardens from 

seeds they had saved from the year before.  These gifts were from God’s bounty. Streams were 

fine places for new saplings to grow into logs, game was plentiful, and seeds were carefully saved 

and stored for next year’s garden.   

At Christmas, I have always liked to honor God’s bounty by decorating 

with fresh greens just as was done in the countrysides of many nations 

before Christmas tree farms and plastic holly.  I continued this tradition 

for most of my life.  My church in Manteo was decorated with real, fresh 

greens every year when I took on that committee.  To be truthful, deco-

rating with fresh greens meant replacing dried out sprigs and regular wa-

tering of arrangements to keep them fresh from the beginning of Advent 

through Three Kings Day. Each windowsill was adorned with a spray of 

greens anchored in a coffee cup with oasis.   The 

Advent wreath was made with fresh materials as 

well.  Greens were gathered from homes of mem-

bers and soaked in water overnight to keep them 

fresh as long as possible.  A vine called smilax 

smallii, or just smilax by the Outer Banks old timers, was tied into garlands 

to go around the edges of the ceilings.  Smilax used is a species of green-

brier without thorns and holds up very well without water.  My husband, 

John, was the architect when we were finally able to build a real church, 

who accommodated my whims by adding a rim of wood around the tops of 

the walls in the sanctuary that allowed us to put up “S” hooks to hold the 

garlands and other seasonal décor.  The smell and diversity of the fresh 

greens used were from the bounty of the Lord.  Fresh greens can be recy-

cled and renewed. Plastic ones, alas, will end in the landfills and perhaps 

waterways. 

Last year as we gathered together with our youngest son’s family, the grandchildren recited the 

blessing at the beginning of this article along with the rest of us.  I asked the children what bounty 

meant.  The youngest said “Bounty paper towels do really pick up more than other paper towels – 

we did an experiment at school.”  I gave him Little House on the Prairie for Christmas, as his great 

grandparents were homesteaders and I thought it would enable him to glimpse the way life used to 

By Anne White 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

 
Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Children & Youth Ministries: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Bob Bedi 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. 
Secretary: M, T, W 9:30 a.m. — 12 p.m. 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

be.  Sadly, I have even given in to a tiny artifi-

cial tree, all the while remembering the fresh 

pine trees cut near my childhood home and the 

fresh cedars from the land around our home in 

Winchester, Virginia – for free – which were 

gifts from God. 

Here’s wishing you all the bounty of the Lord 

this Christmas.  May we cherish the gifts He has 

given us and remember the generous bounty of 

His Creation this holiday season. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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