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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

Come be a part of the 2019 Mission Trip with Good 
Shepherd, Cary First Christian, and Covenant Christian! 

 
When: July 28-August 3, 2019 
  
Where: Wilmington, NC 
  
Purpose: Assist in hurricane recovery 
  
Agency: WARM—The mission of Wilmington Area Rebuilding Ministry, Inc. 
(WARM) is to make people safer in their own homes by mobilizing volun-
teers to complete urgent repairs and accessibility upgrades. WARM serves 
low-income homeowners in Brunswick, New Hanover, and Pender Coun-
ties, many of whom are elderly and/or disabled. They also focus on long-
term disaster preparedness and recovery. WARM provides all tools and an 
on-site construction coordinator. 
  
Accommodations: First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Wilmington 
  
Costs: $200/person (scholarships available) 
$50 deposit due February 28; $75 due April 30; $75 due June 30 
  
Participants: Age 13+ 
  
Work areas: Kitchen or construction site 
  
REGISTER HERE 
 
One day opportunities: In addition to the week-long trip, there are also one

-day opportunities on March 30 and May 18 at locations closer to our area. 

Details and registration for these opportunities will be provided later. 
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As part of Community in the Heart of Christ, we discerned that public edu-

cation was an important area of focus for the work of racial justice.  One of 

the ways we lived that out is by being a sponsor of the Equity EdCamp on 

January 26.  Equity EdCamp is a Wake County gathering “for educators, by 
educators” where they will have the opportunity to connect, learn, and 

grow their teaching craft in relation to educational equity.  We were happy 

to be able to help support their endeavor by providing books, coffee gift 

cards, and snacks.  You can learn more about Equity EdCamp and find out 

if your local schools have equity teams.  This month, Pastor Carla is also 

attending a special public education summit hosted by the NC Council of 

Churches to learn and network with others about the role of the faith com-

munity in public education. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://sites.google.com/wcpss.net/edcamp-equity/about?authuser=0
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New Member Class  Sanctuary February 3, 10 
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See Newsletter articles for more details... 
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Communion  connecting with God 

The Pastor’s Corner 
By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 
 

 
 

 
Please join us at 6:30 p.m., as we begin the sea-
son of Lent with our friends from Cary First Chris-
tian and Covenant Christian by sharing in a soup 
dinner and Ash Wednesday service at Good Shep-
herd.  The Ash Wednesday service focuses on a 
time of confession and the imposition of ashes as 
we turn our hearts and minds toward God during 
the seven weeks of preparation for Easter.  

In January, in Cary and in many other places around the United States, communities marked Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Day with special education events, worship services, children’s programs, and ser-
vice activities.  It was an important moment to take note of the remarkable life and legacy of King, 
while at the same time remembering that he was just one face among thousands working for the 
liberation of all people.  When we visited Selma, Alabama, a few years ago, we heard the story of 
one such face in her own words. 
  
Joanne Bland walked up the brick stairs and into Brown Chapel in Selma, Alabama on March 7, 
1965.  All of 11 years old, Joanne had wanted to participate in the march to Montgomery.  This was 
her church and she loved sitting in the balcony’s polished pews under the stained glass windows and 
singing freedom songs and old spirituals and being swept up by the Spirit of the Civil Rights move-
ment.  And so when she walked in a crowd of hundreds to the Edmund Pettus Bridge that day, she 
knew her role.  When the leaders in front approached the police, they would be denied passage over 
the bridge and would kneel to pray.  Then all the others behind them, herself included, would kneel 
in turn.  But that’s not what happened on that Sun-
day.  As she was waiting for the signal to kneel, the 
people ahead of her began running and scream-
ing.  The police had fired tear gas and were beating 
people with clubs.  She ran for safety, but she says 
what the television didn’t show was that the violence 
went on for blocks as police chased people on horse-
back.  She has vivid memories of the brutality of that 
day that would become known as “Bloody Sunday,” but 
soon she was back.  She and others came back again 
and again until they were allowed a peaceful march to 
Montgomery.  
  
Now most of us have never heard of Joanne Bland, or the thousands of other faces that were part of 
that march, or the countless other faces that were part of the voting rights and civil rights move-
ments.  But on our trip to Selma and Birmingham and Atlanta, what I saw over and over was that 
though there were a few prominent faces like Martin Luther King, Jr., that showed up frequently, 
the movement was really many thousands of unknown faces.  People and churches and organiza-
tions I had never heard of, faces that were never named, who dedicated their lives to the cause of 
human worth and dignity.   Joanne Bland wasn’t part of the movement just because of Martin Lu-
ther King.  She was a part of the movement because of her momma and her daddy and her sisters 
and her neighbors, the members of Brown Chapel.  They are the ones who took her by the hand 
and helped her up the stairs, the ones who taught her the songs and told her their stories.  It was in 
their courage and faithfulness that she found her own.  May we do the same. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Sue Rice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Join us on February 26, when we discuss A 
Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini. 
 
A Thousand Splendid Suns follows the lives of 
two women, Mariam and Laila, and their lives 
and roles as women in Taliban-occupied Afghan-
istan.  It is a breathtaking story set against the 
volatile events of Afghanistan's last thirty 
years—from the Soviet invasion to the reign of 
the Taliban to post-Taliban rebuilding—that puts 
the violence, fear, hope, and faith of this coun-
try in intimate, human terms.  
 
We will meet Tuesday, February 26, at 7:00 
p.m., at High House.  Please join us! 

Covenant connecting with each other 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Part of our covenant as a church is to grow together in our faith through study.  We currently have 
four opportunities for adults that all occur in the High House living room.  If you are looking for a 
small group, we invite you to find one that you would like to join.  We would like to start two more 
small groups this spring, so if you are interested in leading or participating, please let Pastor Carla 
know! 
 
 Wednesday Morning Spirituality Group – Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. to noon, we gather for 

refreshments and discussion of topics that range from Bible study to white privilege to world reli-
gions.  Our current study is the book of Luke. Contact Pastor Carla. 

 
 Community Group – Second and fourth Wednes-

days at 7 p.m., we gather to discuss the assigned 
lectionary reading and reflection put out by the 
UCC.  Contact Jon DePue. 

 
 Faith and . . .  – Each Sunday at 9 a.m., we gath-

er for a light breakfast and discussion of faith and 
current events.  Contact Linda Velto. 

 
 Book Club – Fourth Tuesdays at 7 p.m., we meet 

to discuss books chosen by members. Contact Sue 
Rice.  

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

In February, we will be hosting a number of 

dinner get-togethers for the sheer pleasure of 

enjoying a good meal and one another’s com-
pany.  Look for details to come and be sure to 

sign up! 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Our February Birthdays 
 

2 Joshua Mares  

4 Debbie Rivenbark  

6 Shawn Rowland  

7 Janet Edwards  

7 Carolyn Cole  

14 Sylvia Buchanan  

16 Sarah Rowland  

18 Gordon Welles  

23 Susan Carney  

23 Mark Stinneford 

29 Mary Leong  

If you have a birthday in February and it 

is not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 

and let us know.  

Newcomer Coffee With the Pastor 

If you are new to Good Shepherd, we invite 

you to coffee and light refreshments with 

Pastor Carla at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary 

on February 24. It’s an informal time to 

learn about the  

church and its min-

istries.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Carla holds an informal newcomer coffee 

at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary on fourth Sun-

days.  On February 3 and 10, at 9:15 a.m., she 

will host an information series on Good Shep-

herd and the United Church of Christ for anyone 

who is interested.  Those from the class who 

wish to be received into membership will join 

the church on February 24. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

“Abundanza!”  Women’s Fellowship will be meet-
ing at Travinia Italian Kitchen & Wine Bar, at the 
Park West Village shopping center, 1301 Market 
Center Drive, Morrisville, on Thursday, February 
21, at 7:00 p.m.  Travinia is near the corner of 
Cary Parkway and Chapel Hill Road in that shop-
ping center.   
 
We will also discuss some ideas for future gath-
erings, such as beautifying our church grounds 
with plantings, creating banners for the church 
and gathering to see Art in Bloom at the NC Mu-
seum of Art in March.  If you have ideas such as 
these and are willing to spearhead our efforts in 
seeing them come about, contact Kathy Boyer at 
nckathyb@gmail.com. 
   
A sign-up sheet will be available in the narthex so 
that we can make a reservation at Travinia. 

By Kathy Boyer  

 

Congratulations to Faby

(Fabiola) and Reuben 

Terron on the birth of 

their daughter, Selene 

Xochitl Mares, in Oc-

tober .   She and her 

older sister, Michelle, 

were bapt ized on 

January 13. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:nckathyb@gmail.com
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GSUCC is now participating in the AmazonSmile program. Through this program, your Amazon shop-
ping can give money to the church! Each time you shop and specify this program, 0.5% of most of 
your purchases will be given to the church. How can you participate? 

1. Go here: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-1644949.  

2. Confirm that you want to choose GSUCC as your charity. 

Now each time you shop, do the following: 

1. Go to smile.amazon.com. 

2. Shop as usual and check out. 

This, unfortunately, does not work on the mobile app. You can 
load items in your shopping cart on your mobile app and then 
check out on a browser and it can work. Contact Stephanie 
Zimmer (stephaniezimmer@gmail.com) if you have any ques-
tions. 

By Stephanie Zimmer  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s that time of year again, when we start to think about our new program year beginning after 
June and who will be the ones with new ideas and energy to help us make a difference in the com-
ing year.  Do you like to meet new people, work with children, prepare snacks after worship, or get 
down and dirty in God’s good earth? We have many areas where your skills and ideas would be 
helpful.  Keep watching for more information of how you can help us move forward, whether it’s a 
one-time thing or part of a planning group on one of our ministries. 
 
For more information, contact Kathy Boyer at nckathyb@gmail.com.  

By Kathy Boyer 

 
 
 
Pastor Carla will be away on vacation from February 15-23.  Our Associate 

Pastor, Linda Velto, will be on call for pastoral emergencies and can be 

reached at 919-414-6150.  Our Director of Children and Youth Ministries, Jon 

DePue, will preach on February 17. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=3B1UFY16EGJ85&M=urn:rtn:msg:2019011617445386deab0f0fec408caba328f941e0p0na&R=36H77T5H7WODM&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F56-1644949%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&H=F1HKNA1I9VSFRPUFGU3OKIT3XFMA&re
http://smile.amazon.com
mailto:stephaniezimmer@gmail.com
mailto:nckathyb@gmail.com
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MEET THE MEMBER:  

TIM LEE 

Welcome to Tim Lee, who joined Good 
Shepherd in October, 2018, after he be-
gan attending in the fall of 2017. Tim 
says he joined GSUCC because he ac-
cepts and agrees with the tenets of the 
United Church of Christ—a liberal and 
progressive Christian denomination. He 
states the GSUCC “community” is more 
like a “family,” not a bunch of strangers! 
For many years, Tim and his family were 
members of United Methodist Churches 
(UMC) in Raleigh and Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia.   
 
Tim grew up in Raleigh and attended 
Raleigh city schools. He said he wit-
nessed the construction of the “original” 
beltline (opened in 1959) and Crabtree 
Valley Mall!  He is married to Natalie, 
who is from Kilmarnock, Virginia, located 
in the Northern Neck (on the western 
shore of the Chesapeake Bay). They met 
in college. They lived in Raleigh for more 
than 20 years and raised their two chil-
dren, Elizabeth and Brian, in Raleigh. Tim 
and Natalie recently celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary.  At the present 
time, they don’t have any pets, but have 
shared their homes with cats for more 
than 40 years.  
 
For more than 30 years, Tim was em-
ployed in the solid waste management 
industry. His work focused on developing 
and operating contracted local and mu-
nicipal government recycling programs 
(primarily residential curbside recycling 
programs) in North Carolina, South Caro-
lina and Virginia. Tim also is a veteran of 
the U.S. Navy in the Viet Nam War era.   
 
Tim retired in January, 2016, and after 
17 years living in Williamsburg, he and 

Natalie relocated to Cary in May of that 
year. Their daughter, granddaughter and 
son-in-law live in Cary, less than three 
miles from them!  Tim spends his free 
time with “Grandpa” duties, and he and 
Natalie enjoy day trips to independently 
owned used book stores.  Reading is a 
special interest for Tim—Civil War history 
and spy novels. He is passionate about 
the work (and success) of Moms Demand 
Action for Gun Sense in America and is a 
member of Western Wake Chapter, Moms 
Demand Action. 
 
At GSUCC, Tim is interested in being in-
volved with social justice ministries. We 
are pleased he chose to be a part of our 
church family and look forward to getting 
to know him better. 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Finances First                        By Rob Lundin 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 
 
Rob Lundin 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Rob Lundin (treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 $118,520.30** 12/1/2038 

**Balance will increase as reimbursement money is requested. 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of December 31, 2018*** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $256,361.06 $281,326.04 -$24,964.98 -8.9% 

Total Expenses $241,382.29 $276,976.00 -35,593.71 -12.9% 

Difference $14,978.77       

***Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of December 31, 2018 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $167,682 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2017 $42,186 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $209,868 $229,000 -$19,132 -8.4% 

Loose $24,514 $20,151 $4,363 21.7% 

Total for 2018 $234,382 $249,151 -$14,769 -5.9% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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If you have been to High House recently, or at least passed the back side of it, you have probably 
noticed that the new deck and ADA compliant ramp are nearing completion—a few sections of railing 
remain to be constructed, as well as the application of stain to help weatherproof and extend the life 
of the deck. Other work that has taken place since completion of the interior has been replacement 
of the HVAC system and insulation of most of the crawl space (the rest to be completed as time per-
mits and volunteers appear).  
 
The next steps, to begin in the near future, will be to construct a 
new, wider driveway and better parking, including an ADA park-
ing space with loading/unloading area, a sidewalk from High 
House Road all the way to the rear of the parking area, and new 
lighting for the parking area (all requirements of the Town of 
Cary for commercial buildings). While this work is taking place, 
there will be times over what is expected to be a two-week peri-
od when High House will not be accessible.  Please look for 
email blast updates from the church office letting you know of 
schedule/venue changes, and how to reach staff when they are 
not able to be in the office. For any further questions, please 
see Dave Sniffin or any member of the Properties Ministry. 

By Dave Sniffin 

What’s Going on in Children, Youth, and Young Adult Ministries? 
 

For Parents with Young Children 

As we move into February, we will be continuing 

our normal Sunday school schedule for children. 

After the children’s time during the service, chil-

dren are dismissed to the education building 

where we offer nursery childcare (Little Lambs), a 

Pre K-K class (Shining Sheep), a 1st-2nd grade 

class (Empowered Eagles), and a 3rd -5th grade 

class (Knowledgeable Gnomes). 

On Sunday, February 24, parents with young 

children (as well as Sunday School teachers) are 

invited to join us for a Children’s Ministry meet-

ing. This will take place at 9:30 a.m. in the church 

sanctuary and at the same time as Pastor Carla’s 

newcomer’s coffee. Please let Jon DePue know if 

you are able to attend.  

Be on the lookout for announcements concerning the next Highland Commons visit. We have had 

such a wonderful time playing games and having an afternoon of fellowship with the residents there.  

Children  connecting with our future 

By Jon DePue  

Young Children 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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For Parents of Middle and High School Youth  

Youth Group will continue its regular, monthly schedule. All 

middle and high schoolers are invited to join Katherine, 

Stephanie, and Jon on the patio after worship to walk over 

to High House together for an afternoon of fun, games, and 

learning more about what it means to be disciples of Jesus. 

The next Youth Group will be on February 24.  

 

For Young Adults  

The Young Adult Community Group will continue its 

regular meeting schedule on the second and fourth 

Wednesdays of each month from 7-9 p.m. at High 

House. The February Community Group meetings will be 

on February 13 and 27.  

 

For any questions pertaining to children, youth, and young adult ministries, please contact Jon DePue 

at jdepue625@gmail.com or by phone (call or text) at 919-886-3359.  

Young Adults 

Middle & High 

School 

Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

The Caring for Creation Committee is especially grateful to Steve Halsted and his friend Jack, who 
built two raised beds that are now in the garden! We need to have benches attached to the sides of 
these beds to provide a place to sit and enjoy the garden, as well as to allow individuals to harvest 
who cannot bend over. Materials are cut and ready to assemble, so if anyone is available to help, 
please contact Susie Oliver. We are also pleased that an Eagle Scout candidate expects to get our 
compost unit built this month. We encourage anyone who is interested in volunteering in any way—
helping put together the additional raised beds, preparing soil, planting, watering, weeding, com-
posting, or harvesting—to contact Susie Oliver at soliver@mindspring.com.  

We were disappointed that we did not qualify for one of the grants we had hoped to receive; but we 
are waiting to hear from another one, and we expect to receive the 1 Church/10 People/100 
Miles $1,000 Challenge money soon.  

Mark your calendars for Saturday evening, March 23, at which time we will have a speaker talk with 
us about being a zero waste church and will kick off our composting effort, where we are asking our 
church members and friends to donate food and plant waste for our compost bin or to compost for 
themselves. Then on Sunday, March 31, at our intergenerational worship service and lunch afterwards 
we will focus on creation, recycling, and composting.  

We look forward to your support in 2019 in helping care for creation on our own property and beyond, 
providing fresh vegetables and herbs for clients of Dorcas Ministry, and advocating for God’s creation. 

Caring for Creation Update                                                                                                                                                                                  

by Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:jdepue625@gmail.com
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

 
Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Children & Youth Ministries: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Bob Bedi 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. 
Secretary: M, T, W 9:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

By Anne White 

God’s Message and  

Suburban Lawns    
 

Gardeners should beware 

of chemicals in lawn ferti-

lizers. Some will kill 

earthworms, according to 

Tony Avent at Plant De-

lights Nursery on Ten-Ten 

Road. He advocates or-

ganic fertilizer. Earth-

worms provide excellent 

fertilizer in the form of 

castings and aerate the 

soil with their tunnels.  

Oxygen is vital to release 

soil nutrients to the plants we are trying to 

grow.   

It is also wise to avoid broad leaved herbicides 

added to some fertilizers.  When we fertilize our 

lawns in late February or early March, we could 

kill spring ephemerals that flower in very early 

spring and supply pollina-

tors with nectar before 

other plants flower. These 

wildflowers—bluets, hen-

bit, chickweed, spring 

beauties and others—are 

called ephemerals be-

cause they die as the 

grass season starts.  As 

they grow, they accumu-

late nutrients from the 

soil; and when they die, they provides nutrients 

in the form of green manure. 

Study your lawn as winter wanes, and if you are 

lucky and you avoid herbicide applications, you 

will see the emergence of tiny wildflowers arriving 

in February and March.  They will return annually 

with no effort on the part of humans if we let 

them. 

Remember that Creation is the Word of the Lord. 

He provides for creatures and plants in His own 

way.  Pesticides are designed to kill.  Study the 

ways of Nature and perhaps ecosystems can be 
restored.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

