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One of the priority statements that came out of the Strategic Planning Task 
Force in 2018 was, “We have structures and processes that create and 
sustain effective ministry.”  
 
To achieve that goal, we committed to investigate and experiment with new 
structures, technologies and ways of doing ministry.  To that end, the 
Church Council has approved a new pilot model of church governance.  In 
this model, the work of the church is divided into several areas of 
“stewardship.”  The stewardship areas are worship, congregational care, re-
lationship, faith formation, building and grounds, and mission and outreach.  
Each area of stewardship has an elected steward that serves on Church 
Council along with the officers of the church (moderator, pre/past-
moderator, clerk, and treasurer).  Each stewardship area also has an elected 
associate steward to assist in coordinating ministry in that area, but that 
person does not serve on Church Council.  Another Church Council position 
will be a steward-at-large, who has been a church member less than two 
years. The pastor and associate pastor are also members of Church Council.   
 
The officers of the church, the stewards, 
and associate stewards are the ONLY 
elected positions, as compared to cur-
rently over 60 elected officers and 
ministry members. A few committees of 
church (safety response team, staff rela-
tions, Southern Conference and Eastern NC 
Association delegates) will be appointed by 
the Church Council.  Look for more detailed 
information in an email coming later in May. 
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By Sue Rice 

If you have a birthday in May and it is not 

listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and let 

us know.  

 
 
 
Join us May 28, when we dis-
cuss Before We Were Yours by 
Lisa Wingate. 
 
A 2017 New York Times best-

seller, Lisa Wingate’s Before We Were Yours, is a 
haunting and compelling work of historical fiction 
told with two alternating principle voices narrat-
ing a story of complex family history. From 
chapter to chapter, the book goes back and forth 
between present day South Carolina (in settings 
of Southern power and prestige) and Tennessee 
in the late 1930s and early 1940s (in settings of 
squalor and abuse). In attempting to map out a 
family’s history, the novel also reads as an en-
gaging mystery with a smart, soulful young law-
yer leading the detective work, hunting to learn 
the full truth of her now senile grandmother’s 
life. 
 
Based on one of America’s most notorious real-
life scandals—in which Georgia Tann, director of 
a Memphis-based adoption organization, kid-
napped and sold poor children to wealthy fami-
lies all over the country—this riveting, wrench-

ing, and ultimately uplifting 
tale reminds us how, even 
though the paths we take 
can lead to many places, 
the heart never forgets 
where we belong. 
 
We will meet Tuesday, May 
28, 7:00 p.m. at High 
House.  Please join us! 
 
Book Club is on hiatus in 
June, July and August.  In 
September we will discuss 
Pachinko by Min Jin Lee. 

Newcomer Coffee With the Pastor 

If you are new to Good Shepherd, we invite you 

to coffee and light refreshments with Pastor 

Carla at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary on May 5 

or June 2. It’s an informal 

time to learn about the 

church and its ministries.   

By Kathy Boyer 

1 David Stonefield 

6 Matt Boyer 

9 Carla Gleason 

18 Yvonne Riddick 

19 Perla Prodoehl 

22 Ellyn Bedi Leonard  

25 Karen Stinneford 

27 Randy Murray 

28 Brenda Van Lunen 

30 Gail Stonefield 

On May 23, Women’s 
Fellowship will be pass-
ing out socks/footies 
and briefly visiting with 
the residents at the 
Chatham Commons As-
sisted Living facility at 
809 W. Chatham Street 
in Cary.  We will meet 
there at 5:30 p.m.  
Once we have finished 
our visit, we will ven-
ture over to Esmeralda 
Grill around 6:30 to 7:00 p.m.  Esmeralda Grill is 
in the east Chatham Street shopping area:  748 
E. Chatham Street, Suite J.  We have been there 
before.  They serve large portions of authentic 
Mexican food at inexpensive prices. 
 
If you would like to join us at Chatham Com-
mons, please bring along some socks or footies 
to pass out. Meet in the church parking lot at 
5:30 p.m. if you’d like to carpool.  If you are un-
able to meet with us that early, please join us at 
Esmeralda’s at 7:00 p.m. 
 
This will be the last Women’s Fellowship outing 
until September.  Be thinking of things you would 
like to do in our next program year.  Have a 
great summer. 

Our May Birthdays 
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By Linda Velto 

  
 
 
Please save the date and attend our annual congregational meeting June 2, immediately following wor-
ship. We anticipate a short meeting, at which time we will receive annual reports from officers, minis-
tries and committees for the present church year, and we will elect officers and at-large stewards for 
the 2019-2020 church year. 

 

 

 

Do you know what to do if there is an emergency while you are at Good Shepherd for 
a service or activity? The Safety and Security team has assessed our spaces and 
sought expert opinions to create protocols for different types of situations. 
 
Medical: Call 911 for serious emergencies. First aid kits are located in the kitchen pantry, on a wall in 
the Education Building, and (coming soon) in the High House kitchen. They include chewable Benadryl 
for allergic reactions. An AED (automated external defibrillator) is located in the narthex, along with a 
bottle of low-dose aspirin, for cardiac emergencies. 
 

Fire: Evacuate the building and call 911. If the situation permits the safe use of a fire extinguisher, 
you will find one located in each building. Gather at the end of the parking lot closest to the garden to 
be out of the way of emergency vehicles. At High House, gather on the front lawn. 
 

Tornado Warning: Take cover as far away from windows as possible. In the Education Building, spe-
cific instructions for safe shelter are posted in each classroom. When possible, crouch down and pro-
tect your head with arms and hands. At High House, cushions from chairs and couch can also be used 
for protection. 
 

Armed Intruder: Call 911. Each building and situation is unique; the decision to evacuate or to take 
shelter requires best judgement. Parents should NOT try to retrieve their children from the Education 
Building, as that will slow the process of evacuation and/or taking shelter. 

 
Sanctuary: Evacuate by the nearest door and seek cover in wooded areas. As conditions and 
ability permit, move through the woods and trails toward High House. Be aware of those who 
need assistance.   
 
Education Building: Taking shelter is generally considered safest, especially with younger 
children. Specific instructions for best place to take cover are posted in each classroom. 
 

IF SHELTERING IN PLACE: Close and lock door. Turn off lights. Close blinds. Silence 
walkie talkies. Remain silent.    
 
IF EVACUATING: Go out through the playground and seek cover in wooded areas. 
Make your way through woods and trails toward High House.   

 
High House: Take shelter in pastor’s office or restrooms. Close and lock door; barricade if 
possible.  

 
Our Sunday school teachers recently held a fire drill with the children so they know evacuation proce-
dures. We plan to practice sheltering from an intruder at a later date. As a reminder, we lock the 
main doors of the Education Building once the children go to Sunday school as a safety precaution. 
The doors have crash bars, allowing them to be opened from the inside. Access from the outside will 
require a key. If you need to get into the Education Building once the doors have been locked, please 
speak to the Head Deacon. (You can find her/him standing in the back of the sanctuary.) Or you may 
ring the doorbell to the right of the Education Building doors and a teacher will let you in. 
 
If you have concerns or questions about any safety issue, please talk to any member of the Safety 
and Security Team: Jon DePue, Sue Rice, Dave Sniffin, Linda Velto, and Stephanie Zimmer. 
 

By Bob Bedi 
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By Karen Stinneford 

 

MEET THE MEMBERS:  

TODD & SUZIE WEBER 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ is de-
lighted to welcome new members Todd and 
Suzie Weber.  
 
The couple, who are retired, jokingly call them-
selves “trailers” because they moved to Cary to 
be closer to their only child, Andy.  
 
Prior to retirement, Todd’s longtime career in 
Human Resources with 3M Company took the 
couple all over the country, from Minnesota to 
Boston to locations throughout the Midwest and 
South. Suzie worked along the way, running a 
home daycare, as a certified nursing assistant, 
in an optical office, as a teaching assistant, in 
medical records and in various jobs in the hotel 
industry.   
 
The couple each grew up within the Catholic 
church and regularly attended it until 2010, 
when their adult child, Andy (preferred pro-

nouns are they, them and their) came out as 
non-binary transgender and they desired to find 
a more open and affirming faith tradition. Todd 
had worked in a UCC church in Moline, Illinois, 
as a paid section leader of a choir and was fa-
miliar with UCC tenets and traditions. After vis-
iting UCC and Unitarian Universalist churches, 
they made their way to Good Shepherd and 
found their church home. 
 
Suzie and Todd enjoy gardening and yard work, 
going to movies, traveling to visit family and 
friends, and getting together with Andy, who 
lives in Durham and works in the GLBT Center 
at NC State University. Suzie also stays active 
with water aerobics and Todd with pickleball and 
various singing opportunities.  
 
At Good Shepherd, Suzie has gotten involved 
with the Caring for Creation committee, and 
both are involved with the Spirituality group. 

Todd sings in the 
choir and is helping 
out with the Habitat 
for Humanity and the 
summer mission ef-
forts.  
 
“We find the people 
at Good Shepherd to 
be friendly, genuine, 
welcoming and car-
ing, and we hope to 
help continue that 
tradition,” Todd said. 
“We look forward to 
learning and contrib-
uting more as we get 
to know more folks 
and the needs of the 
church.” 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Finances First                        By Rob Lundin 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 
 
Rob Lundin 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Rob Lundin (treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 $143,550.01** 12/1/2038 

**Balance will increase as reimbursement money is requested. 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of March 31, 2019*** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $71,176.73 $74,271.50 -$3,094.77 -4.2% 

Total Expenses $64,252.30 $72,439.00 -$8,186.70 -11.3% 

Difference $6,924.43       

***Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of March 31, 2019 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $44,987 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2018 $11,067 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $56,054 $61,639 -$5,585 -9.1% 

Loose $10,423 $6,045 $4,378 72.4% 

Total for 2019 $66,477 $67,684 -$1,207 -1.8% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Newcomer Coffee  

Sanctuary 

May 5 or June 2 

 9:30am 

Good Shepherd  

Activity Bulletin Board 

Women’s Fellowship 

May 23 

Chatham Commons, 5:30  pm 

Esmaralda, 7 pm 

Wednesday Morning   
Spirituality Group  10:30 am May 8, 15, 22, 29 Sanctuary 

See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Book Club  
High House 

May 28, 7:00 pm 

Recognition of Sunday 

School Teachers 
May 5 

during worship  

Mission
 Trip Meeting 

May 5, 4 pm 

Covenant Christian 

2911 SW Cary Parkway 

Young Adult Community Group 

High House 

May 8, 7-9 pm 
Hygiene Kit 

Assembly 

M
ay 12 afte

r w
orship 

Sanctu
ary

 

Habitat Work Day 

May 18, 8:15 am— 4 pm 

Augusta Landing, Raleigh 

GSUCC Annual Meeting 

June 2 following worship 

Sanctuary 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Communion  connecting with God 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns

 

 

 

Registration is now open for The Southern Conference 54th Annual Gathering 
to be held June 13-15, 2019, at Canterbury School in Greensboro, NC.  
 
Our theme is “Dreaming…What’s Possible with No Limit!” (Matthew 19:26). 
Our time together will include thought-provoking and engaging workshops 
focused on the three E’s: Educating, Equipping and Empowering. It will be a 
celebration of what God has done and is doing in the life of the Southern 
Conference. Every local church and related institutions are invited to attend. 
You may register at https://54thsocannualgathering.eventbrite.com.  

By Carla Gregg-Kearns

Wednesday Morning Spirituality Group 

 

We will begin our next Spirituality Group session on "The Church of Tomorrow" on May 8, at 10:30 
a.m.  We will plan on meeting in the sanctuary until paving construction at High House is complete. 
 
 May 8 - Introduction, readings and discussion 
 
 May 15 - We will welcome Mark Chaves, Professor of Sociology, Religion, and Divinity at Duke Uni-

versity.  Mark's specialty is sociology of religion.  His latest book is American Religion: Contempo-
rary Trends. He is also a member of Pilgrim United Church of Christ in Durham. 

 
 May 22 - TBA 
 
 May 29 - We will video conference with the Rev. Chris Davies, who is the team leader of Local 

Church Ministries’ Faith Education, Innovation and Formation (Faith INFO) ministry of the UCC.  
Her work is "the support of UCC communities of faith, as they have been, as they currently are, 
and as they vision themselves into the future. Faith INFO is about equipping local congregations 
with resources, like workshops and webinars, to teach and to preach for all ages; and curating and 
creating new materials." 

Young Adult 

Community Group 

The next Young Adult Community 
Group meeting will be on Wednesday, 
May 8, from 7 to 9 p.m. at High House 
(paving construction permitting). We will 
be starting to read through and discuss 
Christopher Heuertz’s and Christine Pohl’s 
book Friendship at the Margins: Discover-
ing Mutuality in Service and Mission.  

By Jon DePue  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://54thsocannualgathering.eventbrite.com
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Children  connecting with our future 

By Jon DePue  

As we move into the month of May, here are some important dates and information relevant to chil-

dren, youth, and young adult ministries as GSUCC:  

 

 On Sunday May 5, we will be recognizing our Sunday school teachers during children’s 

time. Our teachers have put in so much hard work to faithfully shape the lives of our children at 

GSUCC. Thank you, Lindsay Herrel, Fiona Susie, Penny Wagner, Alecia Ellison, Janice 

Meyers, Stephanie Zimmer, Mark Stinneford, and Gordon Welles, for helping us remain 

true to our commitment to prioritizing the flourishing our children. 

 

 The last Sunday school session for children in pre-K through 5th grade will be Sunday, May 

12. 

 

 Recognition of rising 3rd graders and presentation of bibles will be on Sunday, June 9, 

during children’s time. 

 

 This year’s Vacation Bible School is going to be a bit different than it has been in the past. It 

will be held on a Saturday in August instead of June, and it will be a one-day event hosted by 

GSUCC. Christian Education is still finalizing the specific date and time. We will be working 

closely with Covenant Christian as we continue planning; be on the lookout for more specific 

information, especially concerning sign-up, in the near future!  

 

For any questions pertaining to children, youth, and young adult ministries at GSUCC, please contact 

Jon DePue (jdepue625@gmail.com).  

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:jdepue625@gmail.com
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

By Linda Velto 

 
 

 
 

 
 

On May 5, at 4 p.m., at Covenant Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), 2911 SW Cary Parkway, we will hold our first mission trip 
meeting for the whole group.  We will get to know each other, learn 
more details of the trip, go over safe church policies, and ground 
ourselves in the meaning and purpose of our "mission" trip.  If you 
are registered, please plan on attending.  If you haven’t registered 
but would like to go on the trip, contact Pastor Carla for registration 
information. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Cary Coalition of Churches began their 2019 Habitat building project by framing all of the exteri-
or and interior walls at the Habitat warehouse. Todd Weber and Linda Velto hammered nails on behalf 
of Good Shepherd and participated in the Wall Blessing ceremony. Later that day, the walls were de-
livered to the building site in the Raleigh subdivision of Augusta Landing. 
 
Good Shepherd has committed to sending volunteers to continue work on the house on Saturday, 
May 18, from 8:15-4:00. Habitat welcomes volunteers of all skill levels who are at least 16 years old. 
This is a great opportunity for folks planning to go on this summer’s mission trip to work together and 
practice their building skills. We are also responsible for providing lunch for the whole work crew that 
day. If you can help with lunch, please talk to Linda Velto. 
 
The home build is anticipated to continue at least through late June. A second work day for Good 
Shepherd is scheduled for Saturday, June 8. You can sign up for May 18, June 8, or any other Thurs-
day, Friday, or Saturday slot that fits your schedule at this link: http://vhub.at/carycoalition. There 
you will find complete details, including the worksite address. Please check your calendars and sign 
up early! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://vhub.at/carycoalition
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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

 

 

 

 

 
By Kathy Boyer 

 
We are collecting supplies to fill an estimated 50 hygiene kits for Church World Service to be delivered 
to people in crisis situations around the world.  See the poster in the narthex with tags available list-
ing the needed items from which you can pick to help us fill these kits.  We will assemble them on 
Sunday, May 12, after worship. 
  

The supplies needed are:  

 One hand towel measuring approximately 

15”x 28” to 16”x 32”  (no fingertip, bath, 

dish towel or micro-fiber)   

 One washcloth   

 One wide-tooth comb removed from the 

package  

 One finger nail or toe nail clipper removed 

from the package   

 One bath size bar of soap in the wrapper   

 Ten standard size Band-Aids  

 One toothbrush in the package   

Thanks to everyone who has faithfully brought 
compostable items to church in April and deposited 
them in the wheelbarrow on the patio. We will con-
tinue collecting compost in May and beyond. We 
appreciate Tony Hoshaw’s help in taking care of 
moving the items to the compost bin, which is lo-
cated just outside our garden fence.  
 
If you are interested in helping turn our compost or 
in other ways, please contact Susie Oliver. 

By Susie Oliver 

Compost Update 

We can accept news-
paper and white of-
fice paper, but it is 
best to be shredded, 
as shown in the pic-
ture. Glossy, heavy or 
colored paper  should 
be recycled, not com-
posted. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Anne White 

What can we do, to get rid of plastic stew? 
Consider the plastic containers we buy. 
Reuse the ones we can’t avoid. Wash and dry. 
Refill when useful; that’s one thing we can do. 
Detergents, juices, tea in huge plastic jugs? 
Use powdered, frozen concentrate, tea bags 
To launder and make beverages - less heavy to lug! 
Save glass jars for leftovers, freezing and storage. 
They are microwavable and you can see what’s inside, 
Making it more likely that you’ll waste less food. 
 
Aluminum foil makes lids for leftover bowls of food 
In the fridge, then washed, reused for our own good. 
Once used several times, wash; then recycle. 
Shun plastic bags for produce, unnecessary trifles. 
Wash and reuse bread bags, cracker and cereal wax paper 
To store vegetables and fruits instead of buying 
New bags and boxes is one tactic worth trying.  
Refuse plastic bags wherever you buy. 
Take your own totes.  A good chance to prophesy! 
 
Ask merchants to refill your own travel drink containers. 
Know how many ounces, then become lifestyle retrainers. 
Take your own containers to restaurants for food to eat later. 
Forego Styrofoam cups and take out containers – no brainers! 
 
Ask elected officials to ban plastics for single uses. 
For Styrofoam and plastic wrap don’t make excuses. 
Write or call, asking your elected officials to make laws 
That reduce trash, make them think and then pause 
To consider this cause.  Regulations can be made 
To reduce throw away items from trade. 
Remember that plastics never degrade. 
Plastics turn into micro particles that get in the oceans 
And kill many sea creatures and that’s not just a notion. 
Tiny plastic beads have occurred in some tap water supplies 
and soft drinks and in 90% of sampled table salt brands.  
Will our food chain become inundated just like the sea? 
Microplastics become nanoplastics, invisible contraband?  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

 
Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Children & Youth Ministries: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Bob Bedi 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. 
Secretary: M, T, W 9:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

By Susie Oliver 

Our garden is growing, and some of the vegetables will soon be ready to harvest and deliver to Dor-
cas Food Pantry! Thanks to Kayla Hill, Rebecca Kasapidis, Susan Maleszweski, Janice Meyers, Davis 
Murray, Susie Oliver, Charlotte Speltz and Susie Weber who worked in the garden during the month of 
April. We watered, weeded, thinned seedlings, and added planters with herbs. We also put down land-
scape fabric, cardboard and mulch to keep out weeds. Anyone wishing to help in our efforts to water, 
weed, harvest, and deliver veggies to Dorcas should contact Susie Oliver at soliver@mindspring.com. 

Garden Update 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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