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We are off to an exciting new start to our new Stewardship structure!  As 
you have been hearing about in worship, and via email, we offered a survey 
to all church members and friends to decide where their passions lie and 
where they see themselves serving in the life and ministry of our 
church.  Sunday, July 21, was our final day to submit our surveys, and to 
covenant our time and talents in our chosen areas.  We are pleased to re-
port that we received nearly 60 individual responses! 

In reviewing the survey results, it became clear that a couple of areas are 
still in need of volunteers.  Those areas are Faith Formation, namely chil-
dren and youth, and Sunday school teachers, and also Building and 
Grounds.  If you have any interest or talents in those areas, please contact 
the respective steward (Faith Formation: Sarah Stoeckel/Janice Myers, 
staff: Jon DePue; Building & Grounds: Dave Sniffin/Dave Stonefield)  The 
Stewards and Associate Stewards of each area will be in touch with all the 
people who expressed their interest in serving.   

Thank you to all who continue their faithful service in our church and com-
munity.  As we proceed into this new structure, communication will be one 
of the keys to success, so please send any thoughts/comments/questions 
our way.  You can reach Amy Murray, current Church Council Moderator, 
at  amyomurray@gmail.com. 

Relationship 
Congregational Care 

Faith Formation 

Mission and Outreach 

Building and Grounds 

Worship 

By Amy Murray 
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Newcomer Coffee With the Pastor 

If you are new to Good Shepherd, we invite you to coffee and light refreshments with Pas-

tor Carla at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary on August 25. It’s an informal time to learn 

about the church and its ministries.   

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Covenant  connecting with each other 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Wednesday Morning Spirituality Group 

 

Our Wednesday Morning Spirituality Group will begin again on September 11, at 10:30am, at High 
House.  We’d love for you to join us in this time of exploring our faith (and sharing food).  You might 
find us doing a book study, a Bible study, a trip to Greensboro, a prayer practice, or an art class.  On 
September 11, we’ll decide together the topic of our first sessions.   

Information Sessions 
 

On August 4 and 11, at 9:15 a.m., in the library at Good Shepherd, Pastor Carla will offer a two-part 
class on the United Church of Christ and our particular congregation.  We'll learn a bit about the his-
tory of the UCC and how it is organized and what it stands for on the first Sunday.  The second week 
we will focus on the specifics of ministry at GSUCC.   

If you would like to attend, please RSVP to our secretary Robin, secretary@gsucc.org, ASAP, so we 
can be sure to have enough material and childcare if needed.   

Following the class, those who wish to join will be welcomed into membership during a worship ser-
vice held at a time that works for everyone.  Taking the class does not commit you to becoming a 
member.  It is just an opportunity to learn more about the United Church of Christ and Good Shep-
herd. 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Susie Oliver 

 

MEET THE MEMBER:  

STEPHANIE HEROLD 

Welcome to Stephanie Herold, who joined Good 
Shepherd on May 12, after attending with her 
parents, Art and Barb Bouvier, since 2017.  
Stephanie started coming to GSUCC to help Art 
attend church so that he could continue to social-
ize as an important element in helping manage 
the progression of his 
symptoms of Alzhei-
mer’s.  Over time, Steph-
anie felt God calling her 
to be a part of our church 
family and to have a 
closer relationship with 
God.  Stephanie grew up 
in the Presbyterian 
Church and was involved 
in the church community 
while supporting its vari-
ous causes well into the 
2000’s.  

Stephanie and her hus-
band, George, along with 
their two children, 
Maureen and Kaitlyn, 
moved to Cary in 1987 
from northern New Jer-
sey, where Stephanie 
was born and raised.  
She and George have 
been married for 41 
years, and in addition to 
their two daughters, are 
blessed with a wonderful 
son-in-law and three 
amazing grandchildren. 
They raised two golden 
doodles, Parker and 
Brinkley, but Brinkley just recently passed 
away due to old age.   

Stephanie has a growing extended family of sis-
ters, brothers, nieces and nephews that reside in 
New Jersey, Ohio and Vermont.  The family 
enjoys getting together every year, regardless of 
hardship, to celebrate Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and New Year’s--all in three days.  It has become 
a tradition that no one fails to attend. 

Stephanie’s career, starting in 1975, has been in 
pharmaceutical marketing.  She consults 
with organizations to more effectively educate 

patients, promote health literacy, and market 
medicines in a compliant and ethical way to help 
people feel better and live longer, productive 
lives.   

Her passion is travel and languages, and she 
hopes to visit as many 
places in the world as 
possible. Her hobbies 
include quilting, sewing, 
reading and participat-
ing in the local Mus-
tang Car Club with 
George.  She belongs to 
several quilting bees 
and constructs quilts 
throughout the year for 
gifts and charity. 

Stephanie has been a 
part of the GSUCC book 
club for some time. And 
in the future, she hopes 
to contribute to GSUCC 
where her talents 
can best be served in 
organizing people and 
activities, budgeting/
finance/fund-raising, 
and supporting areas 
within the church com-
munity that strive to 
make real change in the 
world.  

When there is free time, 
Stephanie enjoys help-
ing her mother, Barb, 
adjust to living inde-

pendent after her dad passed in January.  She 
also loves to help babysit the grandkids and 
spend time with her daughters and husband.  

We look forward to getting to know Stephanie 
better as she becomes more involved in our 
church family.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE MEMBER:  

DIANE MCPHERSON 

Editor’s note: After joining GSUCC on May 12, 
Diane McPherson became our new Steward of 
Mission and Outreach on June 2.  She is a great 
example of a newcomer who immediately be-
comes involved and takes an active role in 
church life!  We appreciate her and her willing-
ness to serve in such a significant way, and we 
welcome her to our church family!  The following 
is information she provided on her background to 
help us get to know her. 

I have been attending Good 
Shepherd since November 
2018.  My son, daughter-
in-law and I moved from 
California and arrived on 
November 1, 2018, to a 
rental house in Morrisville.  
My daughter-in-law, Donna, 
is an oncology nurse.  She 
received a job offer from 
UNC Cancer Medical Center 
in Chapel Hill.  Because she 
is from Pennsylvania and 
because I am from NC, we 
decided to move to this 
area.  We are now closer to 
our immediate families. 

We lived in Sonoma County, 
California, known as wine 
country, which is 55 miles 
north of San Francisco.  We looked online for 
UCC churches because we were members of 
Community UCC of Sebastopol, California.  
After attending a number of UCC churches in the 
area, I knew Good Shepherd was the one I liked.  
It is the most like my old church and I just love 
the family feel we have here. 

During my seven years as a member of Sebasto-
pol Community Church, I served in a lot of areas.  
I was on the mission and outreach committee, 
food preparation committee, liturgist for Sunday 
services, usher and served on various other 
event committees.  We provided a shower for the 
homeless in our education building three days a 
week, had lunches for the homeless five days a 
week and provided our parking lot for homeless 
people to use during the night so they would 
have a safe place to park their cars.  I was also 
involved in planning our women’s retreat once a 

By Susie Oliver 

year.  In addition, I was involved with planning 
and preparing pies for our annual apple festival 
at the local fair.  Last year our church baked al-
most 600 pies for sale.  The money went for 
scholarships for our youth camp.   

I was born in Gastonia, NC, and have one sister 
who lives in South Carolina.  I attended UNC 
during the 60’s.  While there, I worked with the 
students for fair and equal rights.  We did sit-ins 

in Greensboro, marched 
with Dr. King and had rallies 
for integration of institutions 
in NC.  Dr. King was an 
inspiring model for me, and 
I will always value my time 
with him and his people.  I 
attended the March on 
Washington and was pre-
sent for his famous “I Have 
a Dream Speech.”  It com-
pletely changed my life.   

After I left college, I moved 
to Richmond, Virginia, 
where I married and had my 
son, Scott.  In 1976, we 
moved to San Diego 
County, California.  I lived 
there until 2005, when I 
moved to northern Califor-

nia until 2018.  I divorced after 32 years of mar-
riage and knew I needed a new life in a new 
community. 

I was a staff accountant for 40 years.  I retired 
in 2005, but I still do occasional bookkeeping 
jobs.  I am a proud Navy Mom.  My son, Scott, 
served in the Navy from 1999-2004.  He served 
aboard the Theodore Roosevelt Aircraft Carrier 
during the Bosnia and Afghanistan War.  He was 
stationed in Norfolk, Virginia.  After 9/11, he was 
transferred to the USS Mobile Bay, a missile 
cruiser, and served in the Iraq war twice.  He 
now works at UNC Rex in Raleigh in the radiation 
department. 

My special love is Paddy, my cat.  I rescued him 
at seven months and he is now six years old.  
When I moved in with my children, I was not 
sure how he would react to a family that had 
three cats and a dog, but he now is one of the 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Sue Rice 

If you have a birthday in August and it 

is not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 

and let us know.  

 
 
 
 
The book club is on hiatus until 
September 24. 

The following books have been selected for the 
next four meetings. 

September:  Pachinko by Min Jin Lee (Arianna 
Keil pick) 

October:  The Line Becomes a River by Fran-
cisco Cantu (Stephanie Herold pick) 

November:  Holy Envy by Barbara Brown Taylor 
(Charlotte Speltz pick) 

January:  Wild Swans:  three daughters of Chi-
na by Jung Chang (Susan Anderson pick) 

We meet the fourth Tuesday of the month at 
7:00 pm at High House.  Please join us! 

 

 

 

Our August Birthdays 
 

2 Bettye Aggerup 

3 Annie Buchanan 

3 Leslie Cole 

10 Carla Gregg-Kearns 

12 Davis Murray 

14 Steven Boyer 

14 Tammy Rowland 

18 Connie Holleman 

18 Chris Buchanan 

22 Linda Velto 

gang.  I don’t have grandchildren, but I do have special fur grandbabies.  The cats are Popeye, who 
only has one eye; Sammy, who only has one eye; and his sister Scarlett, who is the only girl.  Then 
there is Jax, my 50-pound shepherd, terrier mix, who is three.  They are all rescue animals and each 
is so special.   

My hobbies are reading, history, needlepoint and cooking.  I love exploring places of historical signifi-
cance and museums.  I laugh and say that now that I am retired, I am busier than when I worked.  I 
help walk Jax every day, prepare meals for my family and help my kids with the house.  I attend 
church on Sundays and committee meetings as needed.  I try to spend time every day reading and 
studying scripture, and I also like to read current nonfiction. 

The one thing that has meant the most to me since I moved, is attending the GSUCC Wednesday 
Spirituality Group.  I feel so loved and have learned so much in the short time I have been attending.   

Helping out at Good Shepherd is my privilege.  When I talked to Kathy Boyer after church on Sunday 
after the annual meeting, I asked how I could help.  She mentioned she needed stewards under the 
new structure.  Since I worked on mission and outreach in California, I agreed to help out.  I am 
spending my time now learning about the different outreach programs we work with through GSUCC.  
I am so impressed with what Good Shepherd is doing in our community.  I just want to be a part of 
that in whatever way I can.  It may seem audacious to become a steward after being here such a 
short time, but I know that I have the help and support of everyone.  I appreciate that so much. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Finances First                      By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 
 
Gordon Welles 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 $201,226.67** 12/1/2038 

**Balance will increase as reimbursement money is requested. 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of June 30, 2019*** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $130,815.64 $148,569.00 -$17,753.36 -11.9% 

Total Expenses $125,330.63 $144,878.00 -$19,547.37 -13.5% 

Difference $5,485.01       

***Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of June 30, 2019 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $89,353 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2018 $11,067 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $100,420 $123,277 -$22,857 -18.5% 

Loose $20,224 $12,090 $8,134 67.3% 

Total for 2019 $120,644 $135,367 -$14,723 -10.9% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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August 4 and 11 
UCC and GSUCC Information Sessions 

In Library with Pastor Carla 

Good Shepherd  

Activity Bulletin Board 

VBS Operation Creation August 17 9:30 am to 3:45 pm 

See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Garden Church for K-5th Grade 
-during worship- 
August 11 and 25 

Book Club 

September 24 

7:00 pm  

At High House 

Wednesday Spirituality Group 

September 11, at 10:30 am 

High House 

Newcomer C
offe

e 

August 2
5 

9:30 am, in
 Sanctuary 

Habitat Dedication 
August 17 
10:00 am 

1522 Golden Bell Dr. in Raleigh. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

Children  connecting with our future 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 

 

 

 

 

UCC General Synod 32 
In June, I spent a week in Milwaukee as part of General Synod, the biennial gathering of delegates 
from UCC conferences around the country that sets policy and addresses pertinent issues.  I am a 
delegate to General Synod (GS) in my role as a member of the national Board of Directors for the 
UCC.  This year, GS deliberated on 21 resolutions ranging from wording in the by-laws to who gets a 
booth in the exhibit hall, to the re-election of our General Minister and President, to nuclear war.  You 
can see a complete listing of the resolutions at https://www.synod2019.org/en/uccsynod2019/
Resolutions  

Over the next few months, I will highlight a few of the actions taken at General Synod, beginning 
with the following: 

-elected the Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson as the new Associate General Minister of Global Engage-
ment and Co-Executive of Global Ministries.   

-approved a conference realignment of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island to become one 
conference known as TA1 or “Together As One.” 

-approved a request to update the UCC by-laws to use non-binary gender language. 

-recognized opioid addiction as a health epidemic, ensuring access to treatment and pharmaceutical 
corporate responsibility. 

I will be hosting a series of sessions this fall to share more of what happened at this summer’s gen-
eral synod.  I am grateful for the opportunity to serve the wider church in this way! 

VBS - Operation Creation - Saturday, 
August 17 

  

Good Shepherd will be hosting a one-day Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

on Saturday, August 17, from 9:30 am to 3:45 pm, at Good Shepherd, 

called Operation Creation! If your child is interested in attending, please 

contact Jon DePue or Sarah Stoeckel for more information or to volun-

teer to help with VBS.  To register a child, please click here. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.synod2019.org/en/uccsynod2019/Resolutions
https://www.synod2019.org/en/uccsynod2019/Resolutions
mailto:JonD@gsucc.org?subject=VBS
mailto:sarah.e.stoeckel@gmail.com?subject=VBS
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=32512999&msgid=210550&act=9PAE&c=1575195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSduTqwatrP6JWRjb4lI6oftJv9Jf3I7ATVOLrL6apy03dkdUg%2Fviewform
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By Linda Velto 

By Linda Velto 

Wake County Sponsors/IAF Listening Sessions 

 
Good Shepherd is home to many folks who want to make a positive impact on the world around us, 

whether far away or close to home. But how can a small church effectively address large issues of 

concern and actually create significant change? One way is by working together with other congrega-

tions and community groups, creating relationships with people who share similar concerns.  

Wake County Sponsors offers us a way to network with others to effect change regarding local is-

sues. Wake County Sponsors began forming about 18 months ago with the goal of assembling a lo-

cally controlled, broad-based, non-partisan organization capable of taking effective public action to 

resolve the top pressures facing families and communities across Wake County. It is founded with the 

guidance of Industrial Areas Foundation, the nation’s largest and oldest network of community-based 

organizations, widely recognized for its strong track record in citizen-led action. 

Building an effective community coalition across lines of religion, politics, socioeconomic status, and 

other identifiers requires slow, painstaking effort. Leaders and members of participating organiza-

tions, including a few from Good Shepherd, have attended several gatherings to learn the principles 

of community organizing and citizen-led action. They have also held intentional conversations across 

institutional boundaries to find common ground. 

Wake County Sponsors has a goal of creating an initial agenda of action items by spring of 2020, 

based on common concerns that are brought forth from member organizations. This is where YOU 

come in. What pressures do you and your family face? What issues do you see playing out in Wake 

County that concern you, even if you are not directly impacted? Do you have concerns about local 

public schools, affordable housing, community policing methods, or something else entirely? We need 

to know what issues are top on your mind. 

To gather that information, we will arrange a series of listening sessions in August, September, and 

October. In these moderated conversations you will have the opportunity to share stories and con-

cerns, possibly finding intersections with the stories of others. Sessions will be scheduled at a variety 

of times (after church, weekday morning, dinner) and each will last no more than an hour. Everyone 

is invited to sign up for a session regardless of church membership, and you are welcome to bring 

friends and neighbors from outside the church community. Look for a schedule of listening sessions 

and sign-up sheets in the narthex beginning in mid-August. For more information, talk to Linda Velto 

or Tim Lee. 

We did it! We built a house! Construction that began in April was completed in late June with the ef-

forts of the Cary/Western Wake Coalition of Churches and Habitat for Humanity.  Thanks to everyone 

from Good Shepherd who contributed time, talent, and resources to the project.  You have helped 

make God’s love visible through your work.  

After wrapping up final details, the house will be ready for dedication on Saturday, August 17, at 

10:00 am. As part of the ceremony we will hear from Mashandra Truesdale, who will make the house 

a home along with her 8-year-old son Charles.  Everyone is invited to attend the ceremony at 1522 

Golden Bell Dr., in Raleigh. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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The Importance of Insects 
 

United Nations Report: Nature’s Dangerous Decline ‘Unprecedented’; Species 
Extinction Rates Accelerating      
 
According to a landmark new report from the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiver-
sity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), nature is declining globally at rates unprecedented in human 
history.  “The overwhelming evidence of the IPBES Global Assessment, from a wide range of different 
fields of knowledge, presents an ominous picture,” said IPBES Chair, Sir Robert Watson.  “The health 
of ecosystems on which we and all other species depend is deteriorating more rapidly than ever.  We 
are eroding the very foundations of our economies, livelihoods, food security, health and quality of 
life worldwide.” 

______________________________________________________________ 
Plummeting insect numbers threaten collapse of nature 
 
Insects could vanish within a century at the current rate of decline, says a new global re-
view.  More than 40% of insect species are declining and a third are endangered, the anal-
ysis found.  The rate of extinction is eight times faster than that of mammals, birds and reptiles. 
The total mass of insects is falling by a precipitous 2.5% a year, according to the best data available, 
suggesting they could vanish within a century.  The 2.5% rate of annual loss over the last 25-30 
years is “shocking,” Sánchez-Bayo told The Guardian:  “It is very rapid.  In 10 years you will have a 
quarter less, in 50 years only half left and in 100 years you will have none.”  One of the biggest 
impacts of insect loss is on the many birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish that eat insects. 
“If this food source is taken away, all these animals starve to death,” he said.   

 
The planet is at the start of a sixth mass extinction in its history, 
with huge losses already reported in larger animals that are easier to 
study.  But insects are by far the most varied and abundant ani-
mals, outweighing humanity by 17 times.  They are “essential” for the 
proper functioning of all ecosystems, the researchers say, as food for 
other creatures, pollinators and recyclers of nutri-
ents.   

 
The analysis, published in the journal Biological Conservation, says 
intensive agriculture is the main driver of the declines, particularly 
the heavy use of pesticides.  Urbanization and climate change are al-
so significant factors. 
 
For more details, see Why are insects in decline, and can we do anything about it? by Damian 
Carrington, Environment editor, The Guardian.   

By Anne White 

Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-report/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jul/10/earths-sixth-mass-extinction-event-already-underway-scientists-warn
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/30/humanity-wiped-out-animals-since-1970-major-report-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/may/21/human-race-just-001-of-all-life-but-has-destroyed-over-80-of-wild-mammals-study
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320718313636
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/feb/10/why-are-insects-in-decline-and-can-we-do-anything-about-it


 

(11) 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

 
 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 
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Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Children & Youth Ministries: Jon DePue 
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Office Hours:  
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FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

By Susie Oliver 

Gardening Update 

Our summer garden has suffered from the hot, 
dry weather.  We have been watering, harvesting 
and taking veggies to the Dorcas Food Pantry, 
thanks to the efforts of Suzie Weber, Kayla Hill, 
Rebecca Kasapidis, and Tony Hoshaw.  We lost 
all but one tomato plant and some squash.  Still 
living are cucumbers, squash, peppers and small 
watermelons.  

We will plant a fall garden in August of carrots, 
radishes, Brussel sprouts, cabbage, broccoli, and 
kale.  We may experiment with growing potatoes 
in bales of hay 

The second and fourth Sundays this summer, the 
children have enjoyed “garden church” and have 
helped plant, water, weed, and harvest.  Still 
needed are volunteers to help Janice Meyers with 
Garden Church on August 11 and 25. 

To help with garden church and/or the fall gar-

den, please contact 
Janice Meyers at 
914-715-2466 or 
janice@jhmedu.com  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
mailto:janice@jhmedu.com

