
 

(1) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

Newsletter                February 2015 

 

Table of Contents 

ONA P. 3 

Women’s Fellowship P. 3 

Let’s Go P. 4 

CE Ministry Needs P. 4 

Member News P. 4 

Treasurer’s Notes P. 5 

Golf Outing P. 8 

Social Ministries P. 8 

Youth News P. 6 

Valentine FUNDraiser P. 7 

Youth Retreat P. 7 

Creative 

Covenant 

Communion 

Community 

Season of Lent P. 1-2 

Pastor’s Corner P. 2 

Cross-Cultural 

Creation Corner P. 9 

Children 

Music Notes P. 6 

Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road, Cary, NC 27513 

 

Intergenerational Sunday School and Adult Study: Sunday 9 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship and Child Care:  10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School Classes for Children age 3 – grade 5:  10:45 a.m. 
Wednesday Choir Rehearsal:  7:30 p.m. 

 The season of Lent in the church 

is a time when we remember the call 
to turn toward God. To repent, liter-

ally “to return” in Hebrew, is to reor-
ient our life to God’s promises and 
dream for the world. Beginning with 

Ash Wednesday, when we mark our-
selves with ashes as a reminder of 

our mortality, and going through Ho-
ly Week when we remember the fi-

nal days of Jesus we will intentionally engage our faith in ways that 

more closely attune our attention to God. On Ash Wednesday, 
February 18, at 6:30pm, we will share a potluck soup dinner fol-

lowed by worship in our sanctuary with Covenant Christian Church.  
During the other Wednesdays in Lent will have a soup dinner and 
study, with dinner beginning at 6pm. The final week of Lent, we will 

celebrate Maundy Thursday on April 2, at 6:30pm, as we share 
a simple meal and worship at Covenant Christian Church.  Covenant 

Christian Church will also be open for Good Friday prayers on 

April 3. 

 Our Wednesday evening program will be held over 5 weeks 
Feb. 25, Mar. 4, 11, 18, and 25. Our theme will be “Do This in 

Remembrance of Me.”  We will meet at 6pm at High House to share 
a soup dinner and begin our study at 6:30pm. We will finish before 
7:30pm in time for choir practice. There will be no childcare provid-

ed but children are welcome to play in the 

youth room during the study. Con’t on next page  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
 

 What are your first memories of church?  

Mine are of cotton ball lambs, a Sunday 

school teacher with hair past her waist, and 

the snacks at my mom’s Circle meetings. I 

remember a lady with no teeth who scared 

me but whom my mother seemed to adore 

and I remember my grandmother always 

holding my hand during the Lord’s Prayer.   

For good or for bad, our first memories of 

church have powerful effects on our under-

standing of God and our relationship with the 

church. Take a mo-

ment to connect the 

dots between your 

first memories and 

where you now find 

yourself on the faith 

journey. How are 

they connected? As 

you recall your own memories, also consider 

what church memories we are helping to cre-

ate for the next generation of Christians.  

What is it that we want them to remember?   

This is a question that Jesus must have con-

sidered, at his final meal with his disciples, 

he broke the bread and passed the cup and 

said, “do this in remembrance of me.” In oth-

er words, this is how I want you to remember 

me, this is how I want you to bring me to 

mind. In Allen Verhey’s book Remembering 

Jesus, he  asserts “that following Jesus re-

quires remembering him, and this entails im-

mersing ourselves in Scripture and Christian 

community, where the memory of Jesus is 

found.” During Lent we will immerse our-

selves in scripture, story, and community as 

we remember God’s story in Jesus and our 

story in God. Come join us in remembering! 

 

 Blessings, 
 

Do This in Remembrance of Me 

 Remembering: the promises 

  The first week we will recall and re - 

  flect  upon the scripture stories of  

  covenant that appear in the lection- 

  ary during Lent. 

 Remembering: the people 

  The second week we study Biblical  

  characters that remind us of our   

  place within God’s story of promise.  

 Remembering: our stories  

  In our third session we will remem - 

  ber and share our own faith stories.  

 Remembering: our world 

  During our fourth meeting we will re-

  member our connection to the wider  

  world. 

 Remembering: the future 

  Our final session together we will re 

  member Jesus’ final  

  days and imagine the  

  future that he calls us 

  to. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

By Kathy Boyer 

 Women’s Fellowship met in January to 

plan out some activities for the year.  On 

Saturday, February 21, we will meet in the 

kitchen to prepare pot pies for our frozen 

meals to go program.  More details will fol-

low on what time we will meet.  Gail 

Stonefield will organize this event. 

 In March we will meet to visit the Chat-

ham Commons Assisted Living facility to 

pass out toiletries and lap blankets.  After-

wards, we will meet to have dinner.  All are 

welcome to both or only if you can make it 

to dinner.  More details to follow on time 

and place.  We are tentatively thinking of 

Tuesday, March 24. 

 We are also working on a retreat for Oc-

tober.  If you have 

any other suggestions 

for activities or want 

to plan something for 

a specific month, con-

tact Kathy Boyer at 

919-460-8146 or 

nckathyb@aol.com.  

By Linda Velto 
 

The Open and Affirming (ONA) Committee 

appreciates all the deep listening and 

thoughtful comments in our conversations 

about what it means to be an ONA congrega-

tion. We hope you have found them mean-

ingful. We would like to share with you the 

timeline for the remainder of our conversa-

tions and process. If you have questions or 

concerns at any time, please feel free to con-

tact one of the committee members (Chris 

Alberti, Kathy Boyer, Barb Eilers, Jean Miller, 

Linda Velto) or your deacon. 

 

 January 25, 2015: The ONA committee 

will begin drafting an ONA statement, 

which will align with the Covenant and the 

Cornerstone Statement. 

 February 2015: The draft of the ONA 

statement will be provided to the Council 

for review and comment and revised as 

necessary. 

 March 8, 2015, 12:00 PM: Conversation 

#5 will be a discussion about ways to live 

out being an ONA church.  Representa-

tives from local UCC ONA churches will be 

invited to share their experiences. 

 April 2015: The ONA statement will be 

sent out to the congregation, along with a 

straw poll.  The statement will be posted 

in the narthex on the God is Still Speaking 

board along with a comment box. Com-

ments will also be collected electronically 

and through Deacon calls to Shepherds’ 

Lists. 

 May 2015: Based on the results of the 

congregation’s straw poll and comments, 

the ONA committee will make revisions to 

the statement and determine if the con-

gregation is ready for a vote. If it seems 

appropriate, the congregation will vote on 

the ONA statement at the June 2015 con-

gregational meeting. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:nckathyb@aol.com
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By Karen Getz 

 Hey, Everyone!  Are you looking for some-

thing fun to do with your family on a chilly Fri-
day evening?  Then why not join us at 6 pm on 

Friday, February 20th for “Munchies and a 
Movie”?  The Fellowship Ministry and Christian 

Education plan to show “How to Train Your 
Dragon” in the Sanctuary.  It's a wonderful sto-

ry for both chil-
dren and adults! 

 Parents - Pack 
a picnic dinner 

with your bever-
ages or bring a 

pizza for your 
family to eat 

during the show.  You may also bring some 
snacks and munchies to share with others!  A 

picnic blanket would also be appreciated to help 
protect the floor. 

 Kids – Bring your favorite snuggly blanket 
and pillow or a sleeping bag to get warm and 
cozy during the show.  Any stuffed animals 

would be welcome, also! 
 The movie will start shortly after 6 pm.  We 

look forward to seeing you there!  Please con-
tact Karen Getz at stevegetz@live.com with any 

questions! 

By Sue Rice 
 

 The next meeting of the Book 
Club will be on February 24, 
7:00pm, at High House. The book 

we will be discussing is Of Human 
Bondage by W. Somerset Maugham. This novel 
is strongly autobiographical and generally con-

sidered to be Maugham's masterpiece. Of Hu-
man Bondage is on numerous "100 Best.." 
lists, for those of you who keep track, and 

promises to encourage a lively discussion. 

By Karen Getz 

 Christian Education (CE) is a very important 

part of our church community. This ministry di-

rectly impacts the religious education of our chil-

dren and our adults. It also provides many op-

portunities for interactions between members 

during interesting discussions, activities, and 

classes.  From serious to fun, CE is a very re-

warding way to become directly involved with 

our church on a number of different levels. It is 

also a wonderful way to become familiar with 

our energetic children and youth! 

 Christian Education is seeking members who 

2  Joshua Mares 
4  Harold Litzenberger 

4  Debbie Rivenbark 
6  Shawn Rowland 

7  Carolyn Cole 
7  Janet Edwards 

9  Tim McElroy 
12 Soni Gadde 

12 Zack McElroy 
16 Sarah Rowland 

18 Gordon Welles 
21 Norman Hankala 

22 Thelma Stansell 

23 Susan Carney 
24 Margaret Hankala 

29 Mary Leong 
 

If you have a birthday in February and 

it is not listed, please call (919) 481-

1441 and let us know. 

would like to have some important input into 

both our programming for both children and 

adults. Do you have strong feelings about what 

you would like to see our children taught? Do 

you have ideas for adult classes and/or activi-

ties? Are you excited about organizing the next 

“Let's Go!” event?  What about a good idea for 

a Children's Christmas Program? Are you a 

great organizer?  If any of these questions 

speak to you, then CE has a place for you on 

our team!!! Fresh ideas are always welcome! If 

you are interested, or just have questions, 

please contact Lisa Mead or Karen Getz!   

Thank you! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:stevegetz@live.com
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By Gordon Welles 

Finances First 
 

Offering Status as of December 31, 2014: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Year-to-Date Income and Expenses as of December 31, 2014 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

*Does not include special capital expenses / special income 

Noncash Giving 
During the past year, members of the congregation have donated the equivalent of nearly $2,000 in goods 

and services to the church; this does not show up in the monthly financial statements, but it doesn’t mean that 

it isn’t important – the church leadership extends its thanks to the many folks among us who have made dona-

tions of food, paper goods, mulch, gasoline for the mower, etc. to help further our ministry. 

Be sure to provide information to the treasurer concerning these donations; it allows us to realize their im-

portance to the overall operation of the church.  Furthermore, if properly documented, they can be legitimately 

considered charitable donations for tax purposes.   

The church has a charitable donation form (copies located in the treasurer’s mailbox in the education build-

ing and available as a downloadable document on the church website, under: About Us-Our Documenta-

tion) which should be filled out, with appropriate purchase documentation attached, and turned in to the 

treasurer.  The information will be entered as a “noncash donation,” showing as $0 on your statement, but de-

tail on the donation will indicate the nature of the donation and its monetary value.   This information can be 

used to add to the total of cash donations reported on your annual tax return. 

 If you would like any further information, or have questions, please contact me at 708-460-0428 or at 

treasurer@gsucc.org 

 Thank you. 

 Gordon Welles      

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount you have pledged for the year 

(up or down) please contact us: Gordon Welles (treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thanks to all 

of you not only 

for your mone-

tary gifts but 

also for your 

gifts of time 

and talent. 

If you have 

any ques-
tions about 

the church’s 
budget or 

anything 

provided in 
this report, 

please con-
tact me. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Children  connecting with our future 

Communion  connecting with God 

By Linda Velto 
 

 All women of Good Shepherd are invited to 

participate in our next Women’s Chorale. We’ll 
rehearse Sundays Feb. 15 and Feb. 22 at 9:30 

AM, and sing during worship on Feb. 22. 
Whether you’re a regular member of the choir 

or you’ve never sung with a group before, you 
are welcome! If you have wanted to sing with 

the choir but don’t have the time, the Women’s 
Chorale commitment of just two Sunday morn-

ings is a great opportunity! If you are a teen or 
adult woman who enjoys singing, please share 

your voice with the Women’s Chorale.  

By Katherine Gleason 

 The Youth Group met in January to discuss 

some of our plans for the spring. Then five 
youth traveled with Karen and Carla to the 

Winter Youth Retreat at the Blowing Rock Con-
ference Center – see the report from Karen for 

a summary of all the fun they had! 
 February will be pretty busy for the youth. 

On Feb. 1 we’ll participate in the annual 
Souper Bowl of Caring, collecting money to 

fight hunger. Our donations go to the Dorcas 
Food Bank – last year we collected over $300! 

Be sure to bring in your spare change to toss 

in our soup pots. The first Saturday, Feb. 7, 
we’ll be volunteering at the Dorcas Shop from 

11 am until 2 pm. (Adults interested in helping 
out are welcome to join our group that day; talk 

to Katherine Gleason or Karen Lundin for de-
tails.) On Valentine’s Day, we’re excited to be 

joining with the Youth Group from Covenant 
Christian Church for a mission trip fundraiser – 

the youth will be watching kids for several hours 
in the evening so parents can enjoy some time 

away. See the separate announcement in this 
month’s newsletter for details on signing up. 

Finally, we will 
have a meeting 

on Feb. 15 after 
church at High 

House. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Margaret Velto 

Over Martin Luther King Jr. weekend, five 

members of Good Shepherd’s youth group, Ka-

ren Lundin, and Pastor Carla Gregg-Kearns trav-

eled to Blowing Rock, NC, to the Blowing Rock 

Conference Center for the UCC’s Winter Youth 

Retreat. We checked in around 9:50 PM on Fri-

day (when we promptly raided the hot chocolate 

and cake table available) after a rather noisy 

and tiresome ride that lasted only four hours but 

felt like forever. Bright and early at 7:45 AM the 

next morning, we were tossed out of bed and 

made our way to the cafeteria. If you’ve never 

been to the Blowing Rock Conference Center, 

their food is flat-out fantastic. I honestly think I 

ate at least ¼ of my body weight in food over 

the course of the weekend.  

Around 9:00 AM, we meandered our way 

down to the gymnatorium (gymnasium/

auditorium) and were greeted with a warm wel-

come of music and cheering. With amazing mu-

sic from Niagara Falls natives, Lost and Found, 

we sang along to their song “Lions” featuring 

my new favorite instrument, the slinky. We sep-

By Karen Lundin 
 

The youth group went to Blowing Rock Confer-

ence Center over MLK weekend for the South-

ern Conference Winter Youth Retreat.  The 

weekend's theme "Sharing Your Story" allowed 

us to learn about what influences us as individ-

uals and the similarities we share with others. 

We were greatly entertained by the duo "Lost 

and Found" and some of us are still humming 

their songs! On Sunday, we had a great time 

snowboarding, skiing and ice skating at Appala-

chian Ski Mountain and ventured to the gift 

shop of The Blowing Rock. We reconvened with 

the rest of the groups for worship and com-

munion Sunday evening, reflecting on the mo-

By Randy Holste  

Covenant Christian & Good Shepherd UCC 

youth are sponsoring a mission-trip fundraiser 
on Valentine's Day!  For those of you who 

want to "get out" and enjoy the Valentine's 
Day holiday with your loved-one, while leaving 

the children out of the equation, have we got 
an opportunity for you?!?!  Our 6th-12th grad-

ers, along with a few willing adults are ready 
to watch your child(ren) for the evening.  For a 

reasonable fee of $25 for the first child, & $12 
for each additional child, your child(ren) will 

receive an evening full of games, movies, piz-
za, popcorn, & F-U-N!  From 5-9pm, on Valen-

tine's Day, our youth will be ready to serve.  
ALL proceeds will help our youth offset the 

costs of our Summer mission-trip to the NC 
Mountains.  Please contact the Covenant Chris-

tian church office (919) 481-4715 immediately 
to reserve your spot for this event! Reserva-

tions ARE required on/before Feburary 10th! 

ments during which we felt God's presence. 

Monday came quickly, and though we were all 

sad to leave a great weekend, we're already 

looking forward to next year! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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hunger can seem overwhelming. What can one 
person possibly do? As it turns out, we can do 

plenty.  We can end hunger in our time. Every-
one, including our government, must do their 
part.  Together, we can build the political com-

mitment needed to overcome hunger and pov-
erty. 
 

 On Saturday, March 28, Bread for the World 
will hold the North Carolina Statewide Conven-
tion. It will be held at: 
Highland United Methodist Church, Raleigh, NC 

1901 Ridge Rd, Raleigh, North Carolina 27607 
 
 Tickets for the event are $25, and can be 

purchased at: http://www.eventbrite.com/
e/2015-north-carolina-bread-for-the-world-
convention-registration-15016599052 

  
 This is a great opportunity for us to learn 
about the chal-

lenges of hun-
ger around the 
world, and right 

here at home!  
We encourage 
anyone who is 

interested to 
attend. 

Community  connecting beyond our walls 

By Vernon Palango 

Bread for the World! 

 Bread for the World is a collective Christian 
voice urging our nation's leaders to end hunger 

at home and abroad.  God's grace in Jesus 
Christ moves us to help our neighbors, whether 

they live in the next house, the next state, or 
the next continent.  Confronting the problem of 

arated into groups of eight or nine people where 

we received a piece of paper and a sharpie. This 

year’s theme was “Tell Your Story,” and tell we 

did. With either poorly or wonderfully drawn 

sketches, we described our childhood, our influ-

ences, how other people see us, and our future. 

In the afternoon, we traveled around the campus 

of the center, learning about different words im-

portant to Christianity: fasting, solitude, prayer, 

study, confession, celebration, and simplicity. We 

finished off our day watching an utterly hilarious 

movie titled The Sandlot. 

At an even earlier yet darker hour on Sunday 

morning, the GSUCC youth left our rooms and 

headed out to Appalachian Ski Mountain. We 

spent our day there enjoying the skiing, snow-

boarding, ice-skating, eating, sleeping, working, 

and shopping (the gift shop was calling to me). 

We also went to the actual Blowing Rock, but as it 

was $7.00 to go view a rock, we spent our time 

there in yet another gift shop. That evening, we 

returned to the gymnatorium for more wonderful 

music from Lost and Found, an entire group pho-

to, and a service in which we, in our groups of 

eight or nine, served each other communion and 

washed the foot of our neighbor.  

As much as I would have loved to stay, we had 

to eventually return home. The ride home was 

eventful, and I truly mean eventful, but thankfully 

everyone made it home alive. I am glad to be 

home to share both my story and the story of 

God’s unconditional love and acceptance of oth-

ers. I am grateful for the fabulous people who 

made this trip possible, and I cannot wait to re-

turn next year. 

April 26, 2015:  

For Golfers and  
Would be Golfers 

By Dave Stonefield 

This year the Good Shepherd 
UCC and Covenant Christian 

Church will have a joint golf out-
ing on Sunday, April 26, starting at 1:30 pm at 

the Lochmere Golf Course in Cary.  More details 
will be available in the next few months.  If you 

would like to help plan the outing or have any 
questions please contact Dave Stonefield at 919

-467-8421.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-north-carolina-bread-for-the-world-convention-registration-15016599052
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-north-carolina-bread-for-the-world-convention-registration-15016599052
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-north-carolina-bread-for-the-world-convention-registration-15016599052
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 

Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 

Moderator: Rob Lundin 

Secretary: Robin Miller 

Pianist: Linda Velto 

Choir Director: Carla Gleason 

Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 

Custodian: Mary Snyder 

Newsletter Editor: Nanette Nelson 
 

Office Hours: 

Senior Pastor: W 10am — 2pm 

Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9am — 12pm 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

 Greetings Saints! This month Caring 

for Creation is working on some initia-

tives for the Lenten season and once 

again will be asking you to make a com-

mitment to God's beautiful Creation. We 

will be putting ideas into the bulletin as 

inserts that we believe can make a dif-

ference and can be done relatively easi-

ly. We also will have some preprinted 

advocacy letters that you can sign and 

mail. We truly believe that EVERYONE 

can make a difference to preserve Crea-

tion and start reducing carbon pollution. 

No action is too small and collectively all 

of our actions DO make a difference. 

Thanks! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
http://vols.pt/vZpRif

