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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road, Cary, NC 27513 

 

Intergenerational Sunday School with Child Care:  Sunday 9 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship and Child Care:  10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School Classes for Children age 3 – grade 5:  10:45 a.m. 
Wednesday Choir Rehearsal:  7:30 p.m. 

By Linda Velto 
 

 Twenty months of conversation and plan-
ning, hours spent singing through hymns, doz-
ens of phone calls and e-mails to copyright 

holders. Surveys, rubrics, spreadsheets, hymn 
pages to edit, title and cover pages to proof. 

Over $5,000 donated and 200+ books labeled. 

Finally, they’re here! The new hymnals are 
here!  

 “Hymns of Truth and Light” is uniquely ours. 
The main body of the hymnal was a project be-
gun by First Congregational Church of Houston, 

published in 1998, and is in use in over 100 
churches nationwide. It includes hymns from 
diverse Christian traditions, including most of 

our standards from Good Shepherd’s red hym-
nal and many wonderful new songs to explore. 

What makes it unique to Good Shepherd, however, is the supplement at 
the front of the hymnal. The supplement contains hymns and songs that 

have special significance for Good Shepherd, representing various parts 

of our history, and including two that were written by GSUCC folks. And 
it just takes a quick glance at the hymnal to know it is ours. It is hard to 
miss our distinctive “6 Cs” logo emblazoned in gold on the red cover, 

along with our church name. 
 This new red hymnal was dedicated in worship on April 26 in a ser-
vice of song, reflection, and thanksgiving. It was through a great com-

munity effort that this hymnal was created and purchased. Thank you to 

Communion  connecting with God 
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By Linda Velto 
 

 The men of Good Shepherd have their 

chance to sing together this month! Our wor-
ship service on May 24 will feature the Men’s 
Chorale for Special Music. There are just two 

rehearsals: Sundays May 17 and May 24, 9:30 
AM, in the sanctuary. Sound files will be availa-
ble for practice at home. If you would like to 

give singing with a group a try, come sing with 
us! Talk to Linda Velto for more information. 
 Speaking of Special Music, the Choir will be 

on summer hiatus before you know it. From 
mid-June through Labor Day weekend our wor-
ship services will include Special Music presen-

tations rather than anthems from the Choir. If 
you play an instrument or sing, please consider 
sharing your talent with the congregation, ei-
ther as a soloist or as part of a small ensemble. 

Whether you have performed at church dozens 
of times or are new to Good Shepherd, we’d 
love to hear you again! You don’t have to wait 

to be asked. Just let anyone on the Music Com-
mittee know that you’re interested! 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Join us for our 5th Sunday Intergenerational 

worship followed by lunch on May 31.  Our fo-

cus will be on the issue of hunger.  You’ll find 

the theme threaded throughout worship and 

continued into the lunch.  Come expecting an 

interactive service involving all ages and a 

chance to learn about the issue of hunger in 

Cary and around the world.   

all who took time to sing through hymns and 
answer the survey, providing valuable feed-

back. Thank you to Susie Oliver, Barb Eilers, 
Jack Uebel, Jean Miller, Chris Alberti, and Car-
la Gleason, who did a lot of legwork to obtain 

copyright permissions for the supplement. 
Thank you to all who donated so generously 

to allow us to purchase 200+ hymnals, to the 
Deacons for organizing the fundraising effort, 
and to Gordon Welles and Robin Miller for or-

ganizing the donation information and keep-
ing the Music Committee up to date. Thanks 
to Tammy Rowland, Anne Mackie, and Emily 

Gleason who helped the Music Committee 
place dedication labels in the hymnals. 

 Most of all, the Music Committee is deeply 
grateful to Pastor Carla and to the whole con-
gregation for trusting our decisions and sup-

porting us through the process. Selecting a 
new hymnal can be a difficult challenge for a 
congregation, but this was an incredibly posi-

tive experience. We are excited about this 
hymnal that keeps us connected to our con-
gregational history, represents who we are 

today, and can grow with us into the next 
generation. We pray that it will be a source of 

inspiration, praise, and thanksgiving for many 
years to come! 
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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

A Two-Part Workshop for Church 

Members & Church Leaders 
Saturday, May 30  

9:00 AM -11:00 AM – Members 
11:15 AM – 1:00 PM - Leaders 

By Gordon Welles 

 As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, our 
church has a very special opportunity to hear 
from one of the prominent voices in the develop-
ment of planned giving in the United Church of 
Christ.  Cheri Lovell, of United Church Funds, will 
be with us to discuss how we as individuals 
should consider constructing our legacy, regard-
less of our age, and how we as a church need to 
develop a structure to offer opportunities for our 
membership to build our church’s future. Cheri 
has offered programs across the country on this 
topic, often for conference-wide audiences. Due 
to her stature in this field, the Church Council 
has opened up the program to other members 
and staff of UCC churches throughout the Trian-
gle. 

 The Stewardship Ministry has been attempting 
to offer an appropriate presentation on this topic 
for some time; we feel incredibly fortunate to 
have Cheri with us, thanks to Pastor Carla’s sug-
gestion. Cheri will bring with her a variety of ma-
terials that each participant will be able to take 
home and use. 

 The morning session will focus on us as indi-

vidual church members; after a brief break, she 

will turn her focus to institutional considerations.  

You may stay for as much or as little of the 

presentation as your time and interests will al-

low. 

Refreshments will be provided. 

 To help us plan appropriately, we request that 

you register in advance: 

Online: 

http://legacy4church.eventbrite.com/ 
 

A signup sheet will also be made available in the 

narthex at church. 
 

The Stewardship Ministry 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
 In any given week at Good Shepherd someone might 
meet with a potential renter, volunteer at Dorcas Min-
istires, serve communion, come to choir practice, attend a 
ministry meeting, work in the garden, advocate at the NC 
Legislature, move furniture for the Carying Place, visit a 
person who is homebound, make a casserole, mow the 
grass, attend a class, or fold bulletins.  And that is only the 
tip of the iceberg!  Especially in the Spring, our church is 
bustling with activity! And that is why it is good to STOP…
even if just for a moment.  Sometimes we get caught up in 
so much activity that we loose sight of why we are doing 
any of this in the first place.  As a refresher, our church 
constitution says our mission is: 
 …To do justice, seek peace, and build an inclusive com-
munity in which the spiritual presence of our Lord is sanc-
tuary for all. We strive to demonstrate Jesus’ love, com-
passion, and advocacy for the poor and oppressed as ex-
pressed in the words of the prophet Isaiah as read by our 
Lord and recorded in Luke 4:18-19: “The Spirit of the Lord 
is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for 
the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release 
the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
 All of our work is rooted in this scripture and this mis-
sion.  Only when we stay connected to our mission are we 
able to sustain ourselves though all the daily details of 
what it takes to seek peace or build a welcoming commu-
nity or advocate for the oppressed.  Taking minutes, reply-
ing to emails, making phone calls, and showing up at 
meetings are sometimes the necessary details of ministry.  
It is these details that weave together to “demonstrate 
Jesus’ love, compassion, and advocacy….” Yes, there may 
be a lot of activity happening; but may we keep the heart 
of God at the heart of our activity. 
 

 Blessings, 

   

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://legacy4church.eventbrite.com/
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

Friends and Family Can Participate Too! 

 We recently received our 1st quarter 2015 

(January – March) payment from the Kroger 
Community Rewards program – we received 
$120 from the participation of just 12 families 

during this period, who did nothing more than 
sign up (details below) and buy groceries at 
their local Kroger store.   

 At our recent stewardship meeting, one of 
our members asked if we could ask relatives 
and friends to sign up on our behalf; why didn’t 
I think of that?  

 As long as these persons live in what Kroger 
considers the Atlantic region (Virginia, West Vir-
ginia, South Carolina, and North Carolina) and 

have a Kroger Plus savings card, they may des-
ignate Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
as their designated nonprofit organization. 

 Such a simple thing – and it helps support 
your church! 
 Here is a reminder on the procedure; it takes 
about 5-7 minutes: 

 
1) Have your Kroger Plus card handy, or get 

one from the Customer Service desk at any 

Kroger store. 

2) Visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com        

 

3) Click "Register" to create a User ID/

password (or sign in if you already have an 
ID) - enter contact info, Kroger Plus card #, 
etc. 

4) Once logged in, click on your name in the 
top right corner to go to your account sum-
mary. 

5) Scroll to the bottom and click "Edit" under 
Community Rewards. 

6) Enter 91731 as the NPO number or search 
for Good Shepherd United Church of Christ. 

7) Click the button next to Good Shepherd and 
then click "Enroll" 

Deadline: May 10 

 The Stewardship Ministry continues its push to 

have the entire church membership participate in 

its Time & Talent Survey for 2015-2016.  Since 

our introduction of the survey to the 

congregation on April 12, we have had over 25 

members respond online or on a paper copy of 

the survey. We are looking to get a much higher 

proportion of the membership to respond. 

 Our objective is to match the current needs of 

each ministry, ranging from a willingness to be a 

member of a particular group, to simple, one-

time activities that help the church function more 

effectively in some small but significant way. We 

are also looking to identify any particular skill or 

interest you might have, but haven’t found a way 

to make it blossom at Good Shepherd. 

 The survey will only take a few minutes to 

complete; your indication of interest in an 

activity will not commit you to anything more 

than the expectation that a member of Deacons, 

Properties, Christian Education or another 

ministry will follow up with you for a discussion 

about the items you noted. 

 This is by far the most efficient way for us to 

match our needs with your abilities and interests; 

please respond online at: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/

GSUCC_SURVEY_2015 

 

Please note: 

 We have recently discovered that you will 

need to clear your internet browser history 

to allow more than one survey to be 

completed at a single computer; if you have 

a “multiple respondent household,” you will 

need to clear the history after each survey 

is completed. 

 We have paper copies available at church, and 

will be sending out a downloadable copy of the 

survey in an upcoming email. 

 Thank you for your willingness to participate. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GSUCC_SURVEY_2015
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GSUCC_SURVEY_2015
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MEET THE MEMBER:  

MIRIAM PEREZ 
By Susie Oliver 

 Miriam Perez first visited our church in the 

summer of 2013. She was looking for a church 

small enough that she wouldn't feel lost in the 

crowd and one that would be theologically com-

patible for her. And also, she said she was look-

ing for a place with a 10:00 or 10:30 worship 

time, because she couldn't seem to get herself 

and her two daughters out the door any earlier 

than that! When she came to GSUCC she was 

immediately struck by the quality of the music--

she couldn't believe that a church the size of 

ours had such a great choir and such strong con-

gregational singing. She remembers we sang "As 

the Deer" and it was so beautiful it brought tears 

to her eyes.  

 Miriam grew up in the 

Christian Reformed Church, a 

denomination that was small, 

was fairly conservative, and 

ethnically Dutch. She said her 

parents were there any time 

the doors were open, and she 

and her family were the last 

ones to leave the premises 

just about every Sunday. But 

after she went to college, it 

wasn't such a good fit for her 

anymore, so she attended an 

ELCA Lutheran church for about a decade before 

moving to Cary.  

 Miriam has been in the Triangle area for about 

six years. She grew up in Binghamton, New York, 

and went to Gustavus Adolphus College in St. 

Peter, Minnesota. Her parents' roots are in the 

Midwest, and she'd spent every summer in Iowa 

since she was little, so going to college in Minne-

sota wasn't as much of a leap as it sounds.  

 After college, Miriam taught at a little Luther-

an school in Glendale, California. She said that 

really was a leap--she didn't know a soul in the 

Los Angeles area. But she lived there for over ten 

years and that's where she met her husband, 

Dey. He grew up in the Philippines and went to 

graduate school in Texas, so he's made even big-

ger leaps in his life than Miriam has. After living 

for a couple years in Los Angeles County, it was 

clear to them that it would be a tough place to 

raise a family, so they started looking for more 

feasible options, and that search eventually led 

them to the Cary area.  

 Dey often comes to Good Shepherd with Miri-

am, though he is a member of St. Michael's 

Catholic Church. He loves photography, especial-

ly with a film camera. He works in the IT depart-

ment at Biologics, but he gets to use his passion 

for photography a bit because he takes pictures 

of all the new hires when they join the company. 

He has also taken engagement photos for some 

of his co-workers.  

 Dey and Miriam have two daughters: Aurora-

Joyce, who usually goes by AJ, and Elia. AJ is five 

and starting kindergarten in the 

fall. She loves her ballet lessons 

and her dolly, which you will al-

most always find tucked under 

her arm. Elia is three, and loves 

shoes, fancy clothes, listening to 

stories, and coloring. Dey's 

mom also lives with them, and 

she watches the girls in the af-

ternoons when they are home 

from preschool.  

 Miriam teaches first grade at 

Brier Creek Elementary. She has 

written a children's novel that 

she is currently revising. Once revisions are com-

plete, her agent will be sending it to the publish-

ers, so stay tuned! Hopefully she will have good 

news to share sometime this year. 

 Miriam loves to sing and has participated in 

one of the women's chorales, which she'd love to 

do again. She will join the Christian Education 

Ministry this summer. Her girls have loved being 

in the Christmas pageant. During their first year 

attending Good Shepherd, AJ was obsessed with 

bunnies and told Miriam she wanted to be a bun-

ny in the Christmas pageant. Miriam mentioned 

that to Karen Getz as a joke, but Karen told her 

to go ahead and let AJ be a bunny! AJ was 

thrilled to pieces. Miriam was touched and knew 

this was a sign she'd found a community would 

allow her daughters to be themselves, that even 

when they didn't quite fit the mold.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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 When asked how she spends her “free” time, 

Miriam responded, “What is this thing of which 

you speak ?” She says that schoolwork and her 

kids take up most of her time and she spends the 

rest of it on her writing. When tracked out of 

school, their family likes to travel, although they 

usually don't go very far. But they have taken 

both girls to the Philippines once to visit Dey's 

family. She said twenty-four hours of travel time 

with an infant and a two-year old was a chal-

lenge, but they all survived to tell the tale. 

 The Perez family splits their time between 

GSUCC and St. Michael's, so if you don't see 

them on a Sunday, they are usually at St. 

Michael’s. Miriam says she loves Good Shepherd 

and is so thankful for the time she can spend 

here. We are pleased she joined GSUCC in Janu-

ary of this year and look forward to their continu-

ing to be a part of our church family. 

By Sue Rice 
 

 The GSUCC Book Club will 
meet on May 28.  Our book for 
May is Brown Dog by Jim Har-

rison.  Brown Dog is a collec-
tion six of novellas featuring 
Brown Dog, a bawdy, reckless, 

down-on-his-luck Michigan Indian.  Join us to 
discuss the adventures of this incredible char-
acter.  We will be meeting at High House at 

7pm.  

By Linda Velto 
 

The Open and Affirming (ONA) Committee sent 
out a one-question survey seeking congregation-
al feedback on the proposed draft of the ONA 

Welcome Statement, published in April's news-
letter.  You will find it at this link Open and Af-
firming Questionnaire or in hard copy in the nar-

thex. The committee will prayerfully evaluate 
the feedback to determine if it is appropriate to 
bring the Welcome Statement to the congrega-

tion for official approval at the June congrega-
tional meeting. If you have not yest responded 
to the survey, please do so as soon as possible. 
Every voice is important! We want to know what 

YOU have to say about it! 

Our April Birthdays 
 
1  David Stonefield 

6  Matt Boyer 
9  Carla Gleason 

18 Yvonne Riddick 

19 Perla Prodoehl 
19 Steven Snyder 

22 Ellyn Bedi 
27 Randy Murray 

28 Chris Dileo 
28 Brenda Van Lunen 

29 Ken Breito 
30 Chris Eilers 

30 Gail Stonefield 
 

If you have a birthday in May and it is 
not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 

and let us know. 

By Kathy Boyer 

 One of the best ways to feel connected at 
Good Shepherd UCC is to become part of a min-

istry or committee.  We have many places 
where you can use your gifts to help our church 
continue in its mission to each other, the out-

side community and the world beyond.  All of 
the Ministries; Deacons, Christian Ed, Fellow-
ship, Outreach, Property, Social Ministries, and 

Stewardship — need new people with fresh ide-
as. 
 The Nominating Committee will be meeting 

soon to seek out people to fill positions for the 
2015-2016 year beginning in June.  If there is a 
place where you feel called to serve, you may 

contact Kathy Boyer.  It can be very rewarding 
to fill a position where your gifts and insights 
are needed.  Your Good Shepherd family needs 

you.  Where do you feel 
called to help? Kathy 
Boyer – Nominating 
nckathyb@aol.com  

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Z6LMFML
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By Gordon Welles 

Finances First 
 

Offering Status as of March 31, 2015: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Year-to-Date Income and Expenses as of March 31, 2015 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*Does not include special capital expenses / special income 
 

Check Your Statements 
 Within the past week, you should have received your first quarter giving statements from the 
church, covering the first three months of 2015.  Please review the statements carefully, and let us 
know if you have questions.  We have been known to make mistakes (I know that’s difficult to be-

lieve!). 
 

Keeping Up-To-Date 
 As we approach the summer, your Treasurer wanted to take the opportunity to remind you that 

while you may be taking time off soon, the expenses of the church are constant, winter, spring, sum-
mer or fall!  Please do your best to keep your giving constant through the course of the year – it’s a 
big help! 

 Automatic payments, or “bill pay,” is a service available free of charge through many local banks. It 
is an easy way to be certain your pledge commitment is met on a regular basis.  If you have ques-
tions about this process, please contact the Treasurer or Assistant Treasurer for details. 

 If you would like any further information, or have questions, please contact me at 708-460-0428 or 
at treasurer@gsucc.org 
 

 Thank you. 
 Gordon Welles      
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount you have pledged for the year (up or down) 
please contact us: Gordon Welles (treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 

 
Thanks to all 

of you not only 

for your mone-

tary gifts but 

also for your 

gifts of time 

and talent. 

If you have any 

questions about the 
church’s budget or 

anything provided in 
this report, please 

contact me. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Children  connecting with our future 

By Karen Getz 

 Good Shepherd UCC has a long standing tra-
dition of honoring our students for their academ-
ic accomplishments.  Every year we congratulate 

our rising third graders, our high school gradu-
ates, and our college graduates.  We are proud 
to recognize twelve students this year at our 

Student Recognition Ceremony being held on 
June 7 during regular worship!  We hope all re-
cipients will be able to attend! 
 

Rising Third Graders: 

Brendan Apple – Brendan attends 
Oak Grove Elementary.  His favorite 
subject is math.  He enjoys partici-

pating in karate, playing Mine Craft 
on the computer (this is like comput-
er Legos), and also doing art pro-

jects.  Yay, Brendan! 

Jillian Apple – Jillian also attends Oak 

Grove Elementary.  She likes art and 
is really good at Spanish!  She, too,  
enjoys doing art projects, but she 

also loves to dance, especially tap 
and jazz.  Way to go, Jillian! 

Zoe Fitzpatrick – Zoe attends Thales Academy in 
Apex.  Her favorite subject is math.  Zoe enjoys 

soccer, tennis, running, and playing with friends.  
Keep up the good work, Zoe! 

Lilly Hall – Lilly attends Northwoods Elementary.  
Art is her favorite subject.  In her free time she 

enjoys piano, art, camping, riding her bike, and 
playing with American Girl dolls.  Great job, Lilly! 

Abby Johnson – Abby also attends Northwoods 
Elementary School.  Her favorites subjects are 

math and recess.  She enjoys soccer, Girl 
Scouts, and playing with friends.  She is also 
looking forward to  nature and art camps this 

summer.  Nice work, Abby! 

Josh Mares – Josh attends Fred A. Olds Elemen-
tary School.  His favorite subject is Science.  He 
loves going the Raleigh Museum of Natural Sci-

ences to learn about animals, especially dino-
saurs and bees.  Josh is a big reader – he likes 

comic books, books about weather and weather 
forecasts, geography, and also dinosaurs.  He 
also enjoys playing outside and riding bikes 

with family and friends.  A job well done, Josh! 

Kian Rodriguez – Kian attends Northwoods Ele-
mentary School.  His favorite subjects are gym 
and English.  He really likes playing baseball 

and soccer, but he loves riding his bike!  Con-
gratulations, Kian! 

Dylan Shapiro – Dylan attends Briarcliff Ele-
mentary School.  He likes science, art, and 
gym.  He loves playing sports in his free time – 

this spring he is playing baseball.  He also en-
joys arts and crafts and playing computer/
video games.  Super job, Dylan! 

 

High School Graduates: 

Zack McElroy - Zack is graduating 
from Southeast Raleigh High School 
on May 29. He plans to attend UNC 

Greensboro in the fall and study biolo-
gy with pre-dental concentration.  
Zack played trumpet in his high school 

jazz band and in the Triangle Youth 
Band.  He recently gained the rank of 
Eagle Scout!  Yay, Zack!  We wish you 

well in your new adventure ahead! 
 

College Graduates: 

Steven Boyer – Steven will graduate from 
North Carolina State University (College of Ed-
ucation).  He will receive a Masters of Arts in 

Teaching with area of concentration being Sec-
ondary Social Studies.  He plans to be a high 
school history teacher and hopes to work for 

Wake County Schools.  He has one class to 
complete in June, but plans to walk with his 
graduating class in May.  Once he applies for 

his teaching license, it is possible he could be 
employed by this fall.  Congratulations, Steven!  
GSUCC wishes you the best! 

Matt Boyer – Matt also attends North Carolina 

State University (Poole College of Manage-
ment).  He will receive his Masters Degree in 
Accounting.  He plans to begin working for 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Ernst and Young in Raleigh this August 21.  He 
will be resourced out to different companies to 

audit books – this particular position may in-
volve travel.  He plans to take the remaining 
three parts of the CPA exam this summer.  Way 

to go, Matt!  Congratulations from GSUCC! 

Megan McElroy – Megan will be graduating with 
honors on May 7th from UNC Greensboro.  She 
will receive a Bachelor of Arts degree in math 

with teaching licensure.  She has been substi-
tute teaching at the middle college where she 
did her student teaching and may have a job 
there this fall.  She is looking for a teaching job 

in either Wake or Guilford County.  Congratula-
tions, Megan!  GSUCC is so proud of you! 

 Congratulations to all of our students!  Your 
hard work and dedication is paying off!  We wish 

you all well in your future endeavors! 

By Karen Getz 

Summer is almost here! Starting June 14, the 

Sunday School class for the older children 

(“Empowered Eagles” grades 1st - 5th) will not 

be in session during the summer months. In-

stead activity bags will be available for use dur-

ing the worship services. Parents are encour-

aged to bring their older children with them to 

Sunday worship services. Sunday School will 

resume September 13.  

The well-child nursery (“Little Lambs” ages 12 

weeks – age 2) and the pre-school Sunday 

School class (“Shining Sheep” ages 3 -5) will be 

in session throughout the summer months. Par-

ents, it's business as usual for the two younger 

age groups! We hope to see your children con-

tinue to enjoy our summer Christian Education 

programming!  

By Karen Getz 

Summer worship is almost ready to begin! 

Starting June 14, activity bags for kids will be 
available for all children through 5th grade for 

use during the summer worship services. They 
will be located at the entrance of the Sanctu-

ary. Inside these bags children will find a kid's 
bulletin, a pencil, some crayons, and some 

drawing paper. Par-
ents, if your child is 

getting restless during 
the service, please feel 

free to retrieve an ac-
tivity bag for your 

child. You may find 
that you enjoy the ser-

vice more if your child 
is occupied!  

Save the Date; July 29- August 1 

By Cindi Bristol-Kerr 

Mark your calendars now!  VBS is being 

planned with Covenant Christian for July 29- 
August 1.  The theme this year is G-Force. 
Children 3 (potty trained) through 5th grade 

are invited to attend.   We all had a great time 
last year so plan to come. More information to 

follow! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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versation during lunch. A free will offering will 

be collected to benefit a local hunger relief 

agency. 

By Katherine Gleason 
 

 Thanks to all the youth who helped with 

activities on Easter Sunday! We had a great 

time flipping pan-

cakes,  h iding 

eggs, and judging 

Easter bonnets. 

We met on April 

26 to plan for the 

yearly youth-led 

service on Moth-

er’s Day. 

 

 May will start 

with a work day at 

Dorcas on Satur-

day, May 2, from 

11 am to 2 pm. 

On Sunday, May 3, we’ll have a brief meeting 

after church to finalize our plans for the Moth-

er’s Day service. On Mother’s Day, May 10, the 

youth will take over the running of the entire 

service! Be prepared for a memorable day!! 

We’ll close out May with our last regular meet-

ing of the spring on May 31. We’ll celebrate 

with a party at High House, and youth that are 

currently 5th graders (starting 6th grade in the 

fall) are welcome to join us and get in on all 

the Youth Group fun a little early! 

Community  connecting beyond our walls 

By Linda Velto 

Rather than our usual 5th Sunday potluck, the 

post-worship luncheon on Sunday, May 31 will 

be a Hunger Lunch. As a way of highlighting 

the problem of global hunger, Social Ministries 

will provide a meal of beans, rice, and corn-

bread—a simple meal for most of us, but a ver-

itable feast for millions of people around the 

world. We will have hunger facts and questions 

for reflection to serve as a springboard for con-

The first crop to Dorcas from  

The GSUCC Garden 4/23/2015 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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1) Listen to the person’s story with compas-

sion. Be sure to introduce yourself and 

ask his/her name as well.  Make the per-

son feel welcome. 

2) Find Pastor Carla and connect the person 

to her. If Pastor Carla is not available, 

direct the person to Minister Linda Velto. 

Carla and Linda are most familiar with 

the resources available in the communi-

ty. If neither is available provide the 

church office number and let the person 

know he/she is welcome to call and 

make an appointment. 

3) Offer any food that may be available in 

the kitchen. If the person is housed, a 

frozen casserole may be offered. Other-

wise provide a generous plate from fel-

lowship hour if the person is able to take 

it. 

4) Offer the resource list found on the shelf 

under the telephone in the kitchen. Dor-

cas Ministries, right down the street on 

High House, is the best place to connect 

people with a variety of resources. 

5) Usually cash is the least helpful way to 

assist someone. Sunday mornings at 

church can be an easy place to pressure 

someone for money because those at 

church may feel guilty or that they are 

not doing the “Christian thing” if they do 

not provide cash. You are always wel-

come to use your own discretion but di-

rect cash is often not the best help you 

can give someone who approaches you 

for money. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 As a UCC church, we are connected to other 

UCC churches though local associations of 
churches and more regional conferences.  Our 

conference, the Southern Conference, includes 
North Carolina and Tidewater Virginia.   June 

18-20 the Southern Conference will celebrate 
our 50th anniversary in Greensboro with the 

theme “Let it Shine!”. Formed in 1965 as an 
interracial conference, the Southern Conference 

continues to be one of the most theologically 
and racially diverse conferences in the UCC.  

The Southern Conference birthed Good Shep-
herd as a new church start in 1987. All church 

members are invited to come and be a part of 
the 50th anniversary celebrations which will 

include dynamic worship, historic presenta-
tions, appearances by the outgoing and the in-

coming General Minister and President of the 
UCC, and a Friday night gala.  In addition, Pas-

tor Carla will end her term as Southern Confer-
ence Board President. The cost for registration 
is $150 and you can register for the event as 

well as see hotel information at www.soc-
ucc.org. 

Sunday Morning Financial  

Assistance Requests 
By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

There are a number of ways we can help 

those who come looking for assistance on 

Sunday mornings. Here are some helpful 

guidelines if you encounter someone re-

questing assistance. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.soc-ucc.org
http://www.soc-ucc.org
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By Susie Oliver 

 

 Whether or not you are going on the mis-

sion trip in early August, consider buying 

stock at $25 per share. Your purchase will 

entitle you to receive a postcard during the 

week of the trip and an invitation to a share-

holders’ meeting this fall where participants 

will share pictures, describe their experienc-

es and answer questions from shareholders. 

You can know you have directly supported 

the mission team and indirectly shared 

God’s love with people who are very much in 

need.  See Dave Stonfield for more infor-

mation. 

By Anne Mackie 
 

 A growing number of churches and other 

faith groups are divesting their holdings in fos-

sil fuel companies, in an effort to avert further 

disastrous global warming. Fossil Fuel compa-

nies release large amounts of carbon dioxide 

and other greenhouse gases into the atmos-

phere. Fossil fuel divestment has gained sup-

port from a growing number of religious or-

ganizations, including Union Theological Semi-

nary, World Council of Churches, the Unitarian 

Universalists and the United Church of Christ. 

 “The warning in Scripture that ‘the wages of 

sin is death’ could not be more literally true 

than it is in the case of fossil fuels,” said Se-

rene Jones, president of New York’s Union 

Theological Seminary, whose board voted in 

June to divest its $108.4 million endowment 

from fossil fuel companies. “While we realize 

that our endowment alone will hardly cause 

the fossil fuel giants to miss even half a heart-

beat, as a seminary dedicated to social justice 

we have a critical call to live out our values in 

the world. Climate change poses a catastrophic 

threat, and as stewards of God’s creation we 

simply must act.” 

 Other religious institutions that have recent-

ly voted to divest from fossil fuels include: The 

World Council of Churches (July 2014), the 

By Linda Velto 

 On March 15th we collected funds for One 

Great Hour of Sharing, a special offering of 

the UCC which helps provide sources of clean 

water and food, education and health care, 

small business micro-credit, emergency relief, 

and advocacy and resettlement for refugees. 

OGHS also supports domestic and internation-

al ministries for disaster preparedness and re-

sponse. Through your generosity, Good Shep-

herd donated $1769 to this special mission. 

Thank you! 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Unitarian Universalists (June 2014) and the 

United Church of Christ (July 2013). Many 

smaller and regional groups — such as the 

Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts, the Sha-

lom Center and the Oregon Synod of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — 

have also approved fossil fuel divestment. And 

the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 

Church (USA) has voted to study the possibil-

ity. 

 Motivating these moves among the faithful 

is the concern that their investments ally 

them with companies identified as among the 

most damaging to the environment. Many re-

ligious supporters of fossil fuel divestment 

were further spurred by the National Climate 

Assessment, a federal report released in May 

— written with the help of 300 experts and 

the National Academy of Sciences — that con-

cluded that climate change is proceeding at a 

faster pace than previously thought. It also 

lay blame at the feet of the fossil fuels.  

“While scientists continue to refine projections 

of the future, observations unequivocally 

show that climate is changing and that the 

warming of the past 50 years is primarily due 

to human-induced emissions of heat-trapping 

gases,” the report reads. “These emissions 

come mainly from burning coal, oil, and gas, 

with additional contributions from forest clear-

ing and some agricultural practices.” 

 Momentum is still building for smaller scale 

action in churches and other religious institu-

tions, said Susan Stephenson, executive di-

rector of Interfaith Power & Light, a multi-

faith group fighting global warming. “People 

are starting to hear and read about it and 

they are getting inspired,” Stephenson said of 

the movement, which has also been embraced 

by colleges and universities.  “They see that 

this is a way that they can express their values, 

and really put their money where their hearts 

are.”  Jones talks about her seminary’s fossil 

fuel divestment as an act of repentance that 

may resonate well beyond the school. “It is on 

moral grounds that we pursue divestment, and 

on theological grounds that we trust it mat-

ters,” she said. “The Christian term for this 

reckless hope in the power of God to use our 

decisions of conscience to transform the world 

is resurrection, and I have faith in the power of 

resurrection.” 

Stephenson said those calling for fossil fuel di-

vestment are mindful that the industry is a big 

employer, and are encouraging investment in 

so-called clean energy, such as solar and wind 

power. “These are jobs that are going to be 

changing the economy, that are on the econo-

my’s leading edge,” she said. “And it’s very im-

portant to help folks who are working in fossil 

fuel industries to get retrained.” 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/
http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
http://vols.pt/vZpRif

