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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

Annual Golf Outing June 8 — Lochmere Golf Club, Cary 

Don’t miss our annual golf outing which will be held on June 8! Tee 
times start at 1:30 pm. We will be playing a four-person superball 

format. This is a great opportunity to meet and get to know other 
church members and friends as we have fun on the course. Following 

the golf all will meet at the home of Dave and Gail Stonefield for pizza 
and prizes. To ensure we have enough tee times and pizza, please 
sign up in the narthex of the Church. If you have any questions, 

please call Dave Stonefield at 919-467-8421. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

TheTheThe   
Pastor’s CornerPastor’s CornerPastor’s Corner   

 
Testimony!  

Be witnesses to the ends of the 

earth! 

 

By Carla Gregg 

 In the first chapter of Acts Jesus tells his fol-
lowers, “you'll receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you, and you'll be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the ends of the earth.” This summer we may not 
be going to the ends of the earth but we will be 

scattered… some of us at the coast, others out 
West, and some abroad. We will encounter 

places and people we love and hopefully find a 
sense of re-creation. We will go to new places, 

encounter people different from us and be 
shaped by new experiences. 

 Hopefully for a at least a few Sundays, you’ll 
find yourselves in the chairs of Good Shepherd, 

singing and worshiping and praying for one an-
other. This summer in worship we will be explor-

ing the testimony, the witness, of characters in 
the Bible. From Sophia (wisdom) to Jacob to the 

Canaanite woman and Peter, we will hear the 
stories of faith from ages past and wonder to-

gether how to tell our story today. Theology pro-
fessor Dorothy Bass notes that, “people wonder 

whether it is ever possible to talk about religious 
beliefs without becoming arrogant—or dying of 

embarrassment.” As a community we will con-
tinue talking about and living out our beliefs.  

Our theme of testimony will begin on June 8 as 
we celebrate Pentecost, which is the coming of 

the Holy Spirit and considered the birthday of 
the church. We invite you to wear red, the 

color of Pentecost, to worship that day.  
 Wherever we are, our words and our lives 

bear witness to our faith. Whether on Maynard 
Road, a trail in the mountains, or a boat at sea, 

may our words and lives bear witness to the 
love and grace of God we know through Jesus 

Christ. 

By Rob Lundin 

On Tuesday, June 10, at 7 PM in the Sanctu-
ary, there will be a meeting of the members 

of all the ministries. The purpose of the 
meeting is to allow each ministry’s 2014 – 
2015 members to get together to discuss 

goals for the coming year and decide on their 
next ind iv idual 

meeting. Ice cream 
sundae makings, 
root beer floats, and 

sherbet refresh-
ments will be pro-

vided. 

By Rob Lundin, Moderator 

 Our semi-annual congregational meeting 

will be held on Sunday, June 8, immediately 
following worship. The purpose of the meeting 
is for members of Good Shepherd UCC to ap-

prove the slate of church officers and minis-
tries’ members for the 2014 – 2015 year and 
to hear the Vitality Plus goals for the coming 

year that the ministries have set for them-
selves. Please plan to attend this short meet-
ing. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Stewardship Includes Prudent Use of Resources 
By Gordon Welles 

Each church member can assist with the church’s financial picture by being aware of 

the “little’’ ways you can help with expenses – by turning off lights when you are leaving a room, 
making sure all water is turned off after use, lowering thermostats in winter / raising them in sum-

mer when spaces are not being used, etc.  All these small economies are the same as an extra fi-
nancial contribution to the church – and they have the benefit of helping our environment at the 
same time! 

Offering Status as of April 30, 2014: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of April 30, 2014 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*Does not include special capital expenses / special income 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything  

provided in this report, please contact me. 
 

Thank you, 

Gordon Welles     Email:  Treasurer@gsucc.org 

Have you considered including  

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will? 

Alert Us to Changes 
If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 

you have pledged for the year (up or down) please contact us: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org) or Linda Lahre   (llaman@aol.com) 

Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!   
   

Thanks to all of you 
not only for your 
monetary gifts but also 

for your gifts of time 
and talent. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:Treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:llaman@aol.com
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Our June BirthdaysOur June BirthdaysOur June Birthdays   
 

1 Joseph Leuser 
3 Larry Dickenson 

3 Linda Lahre 
9 Stephanie Lee 

9 Alex Velto 
16 Mildred Cox 

16 Gloria Hormuth 
22 Thomas Buchanan 

23 Connie Sinha 
24 Tayla Dressler 

26 Martha Reed 

27 Kathy Boyer 
27 Barb Eilers 

27 Nan Nelson 
30 Matthew Mead 
 

If you have a birthday in June and it is 

not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 
and let us know. 

By Kathy Boyer 

 We had a delightful afternoon 

at Women's Fellowship on Satur-

day, May 17, as we enjoyed 

"High Tea" organized by Barb Eil-

ers.  We began with Mimosas 

and  

savory  

appetizers then moved 

to the sweet variety, 

along 

with  

 

a selection of several teas 

to choose from. It was a re-

laxing afternoon of conver-

sation with friends. 

First Conversation about the  

Open and Affirming Process 
 

 The Church Council has asked that conver-

sations occur regarding what it means to be 

an Open and Affirming congregation. These 

conversations are also part of the Vitality Plus 

goals for the next church year. Our first con-

versation is intended to be an all-church 

event and is scheduled on our fifth Sunday, 

the 29th of June. As is our new tradition for 

fifth Sundays, we will gather after church for 

a potluck and conversation. 

 The purpose of our first conversation is to 

provide relevant materials and ask you how 

you feel about being an Open and Affirming 

congregation. This conversation will be a 

small group discussion. We hope you will join 

us for this discernment. 

 We who are leading these discussions are 

a subcommittee appointed by the Church 

Council and are under the auspices of the 

Deacon’s Ministry. If you should have any 

questions before this June gathering, please 

do not hesitate to talk to one of us or ask 

your deacon. 

 Chris Alberti 

 Kathy Boyer 

 Barbara Eilers 

 Jean Miller 

 Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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 Being part of a close knit family and rich cul-

tural heritage, it is no surprise to see Maia 

Palango worshiping at GSUCC alongside her son, 

Vern, and niece Kyra Swallow and her family most 

Sundays. Maia moved to Raleigh with her 8 year 

old cockapoo, Marley, last November. She was 

invited to our church by her son shortly thereaf-

ter. She says that she feels very much at home 

here. 

 Maia was born in Estonia and raised in the Lu-

theran church there until her family was forced to 

flee before Stalin overran the country during 

World War II. Her family took refuge in Germany 

before immigrating to the United States when 

Maia was 9 years old. They settled in New York 

where they worked very hard to assimilate to 

their new country. When she grew up, 

Maia met and married a fellow Estonian 

from the Russian Orthodox tradition. 

They moved to New Jersey, where they 

raised their son and daughter. Their 

son, Vern, became very curious about 

religions through a presentation he 

heard at Boy Scout Camp, so the Palan-

gos looked into churches in their area 

and decided to join a Congregational 

church nearby. 

 Maia worked for many years as a 

school librarian, a career that she loved 

because it combined her passion for 

books and organization. Now retired, she remains 

very busy visiting with her extended family. She 

also derives great pleasure from working in her 

flower garden. Taking a walk in her neighborhood 

to enjoy the flower gardens of her neighbors fills 

her with happiness. Maia and Kyra have volun-

teered to help in Good Shepherd’s garden as well. 

 Maia has remained connected to the Estonian 

community. She speaks Estonian fluently and has 

visited her homeland a few times, where some of 

her husband’s relatives continue to reside. She 

volunteers her time working with Estonian Ar-

chives in the U.S., Inc., which processes old pass-

ports, school and travel records, and other writ-

ings from the years 1939-1949. Eventually, these 

materials will be catalogued on the internet for 

research purposes. 

 Vern Palango began coming to GSUCC last fall, 

having moved to Cary from Massachusetts ap-

proximately one year ago. On that first Sunday, he 

was greeted by Dave Stonefield – whom, he dis-

covered, had been a member of the very same 

church that he had attended in Wrentham, Massa-

chusetts! Vern said that when he walked into 

GSUCC, it felt like he was coming home. He lives 

very close to the church and likes to walk to Sun-

day service on nice days. 

 Vern is a single dad with one son, Alex, who is a 

student at UMass Amherst. He works from home 

for CA Technologies as a program manager for 

their product education division. A schedule that 

includes regular overseas calls can keep him busy 

into the wee hours of the morning.  

 Aside from spend-

ing time with family, 

Vern’s passion is the 

outdoors. He is an 

avid hiker and 

camper. His favorite 

hike thus far is the 

Franconia Ridge Loop, 

a 10 and a half hour 

trek in the White 

Mountains of New 

Hampshire. He says 

that it is magnifi-

cently beautiful when 

the trail first opens in the spring because the snow 

line is still visible and part of the trek is over ice. 

Vern also likes to ride his motorcycle on long road 

trips, taking with him just a tent and a backpack 

and enjoying stopping at obscure back road diners 

along the way. 

 When he is not discovering the outdoors, Vern 

enjoys working out at the gym and dancing. He is 

currently studying ballroom dancing. When he was 

younger, he and other family members were part 

of an Estonian folk dancing troupe that performed 

in 1990 in Estonia at a large folk festival, which 

was originally founded by his great-great grandfa-

ther. 

 Vern is looking forward to joining the Social 

Outreach Ministry at Good Shepherd. He has vol-

unteered with Habitat for Humanity over the years 

and hopes to help out on a future build with us. 

MEET THE MEMBER:  

MAIA PALANGO By Connie Holleman 

MEET THE MEMBER:  

VERN PALANGO By Connie Holleman 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Children  connecting with our future 

Vacation  

Bible  
School 
By Cindi Bristol-Kerr 
 

 GSUCC is very 

excited to combine 

with Covenant Chris-

tian Church (DOC) 

for vacation bible 

school (VBS) this July 9-12. VBS will be held at 

Covenant Christian Church (DOC) from 6-8 pm on 

Wednesday through Friday July 9, 10, and 11, 

with a lunch for all the children and their families 

on Saturday, July 12 from 10am-1pm. Children 

from age 3 through 5th grade are invited to at-

tend. Signup will begin in June. 

 Volunteers are needed to assist with decora-

tions and to bring the snacks for 2 nights. In addi-

tion, youth volunteers are needed. Gordon Welles 

has volunteered to head up the Storytelling. 

Thanks to Gordon!! 

 If you have any questions or want to volunteer, 

please contact Cindi Bristol-Kerr at 919-535-8655 

or cindiandkevin@gmail.com. 

By Karen Getz 

 Our next Sunday School year will be upon us 

before we know it! We are still short one Sunday 

School teacher starting in September, 2014. Are 

you interested in getting to know our young peo-

ple on a first-name basis? Could you share one 

Sunday per month with kids (grades 1st - 5th) 

who have lots of energy and minds like sponges? 

Would you be willing to change someone's life? Or 

maybe your own?  

 GSUCC Sunday School needs you! Christian 

Education will help you with the curriculum if you 

desire. If you are interested in teaching once a 

month, please contact Karen Getz at ste-

vegetz@l i ve .com or  L i sa  Mead  a t 

lisanoelle@gmail.com. Teaching is a wonderful 

way to get to know our children! The experience 

will change your life! Thank you for considering 

this opportunity!  

By Karen Getz 

 Summer is almost here! Starting June 8th, the 

Sunday School class for the older children 

(“Empowered Eagles” grades 1st - 5th) will not be 

in session during the summer months. Instead 

activity bags will be available for use during the 

worship services. Parents are encouraged to bring 

their older children with them to Sunday worship 

services. Sunday School will resume September 

7th. 

 The well-child nursery (“Little Lambs” ages 12 

weeks – age 2) and the pre-school Sunday School 

class (“Shining Sheep” ages 3 -5) will be in ses-

sion throughout the summer months. Parents, it's 

business as usual for the two younger age groups! 

We hope to see your children continue to enjoy 

our summer Christian Education programming! 

By Karen Getz 

 Summer worship is ready to begin! Starting 
June 8th, activity bags for kids will be available 

for all children through 5th grade for use during 
the summer worship services. They will be hang-
ing on the hymnal carts located at the entrance 

of the Sanctuary. Inside these bags children will 
find a kid's bulletin, a pencil, some crayons, and 
some drawing paper. Parents, if your child is 

getting restless during the 
service, please feel free to 
wander over to the hymnal 

carts and retrieve an activ-
ity bag for your child. You 
may find that you enjoy the 

service more if your child is 
occupied! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:cindiandkevin@gmail.com
mailto:stevegetz@live.com
mailto:stevegetz@live.com
mailto:lisanoelle@gmail.com
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Communion  connecting with God 

By Linda Velto 
 

 Summer is almost 

upon us, and soon 
the Choir will take a 
well-deserved break. 

But that doesn’t 
mean the music 

stops at Good Shepherd. Our summer services 
provide opportunities for a variety of musical 
presentations to enhance our worship.  

 To kick it off, the Kids’ Chorale will present 
the special music on June 29. We’ll rehearse on 
Sundays June 22 and June 29, at 9:30 AM, 

right before worship. Recordings will be avail-
able for kids who want to practice the songs at 
home. The Kids’ Chorale is open to all children 

from older preschool (about age 4) through ele-
mentary school.  
 As the summer goes on, look for information 

about opportunities for adults to sing in small 
groups. We’ll also have a variety of solos and 
duets, instruments and voices, even liturgical 

dance. To make it all happen, we need you! We 
need you, the person with the ability to play 
the cello or the clarinet or the electric guitar or 

the fiddle. We need you, who is unable to com-
mit to the choir during the year but would love 
to sing with a small group. The Music Commit-

tee would love to include as many people as 
possible in our summer music program. If you 
have a musical talent you are willing to share 

with the congregation, don’t wait to be asked! 
Contact Linda Velto, lindvelto@gmail.com, to 
get involved.  

“Noisy Offering” 
By Susie Oliver 

 On Sunday, June 8, we will receive a “noisy 
offering” to support Strengthen the Church, one 

of the five UCC offerings that our church partici-
pates in annually. Adults, youth and children are 
asked to bring loose change, and our children 

will collect the offering in cans during worship. 
June 8 is Pentecost, the birthday of the Christian 
church, so our offering will be a great "birthday 

present" for the wider church!  
 The Strengthen the Church offering helps the 

UCC provide funds for new churches, as well as 
awakening new ideas in existing churches and 
developing spiritual life in youth and young 

adults. As a church that benefitted from financial 
help from the UCC when we were getting started 
about 25 years ago, it is our responsibility to 

support this offering. This offering can enable us 
make a joyful noise as we help fund other new 
church starts, including Good Samaritan UCC 
that Linda Leuser is currently starting in the 

Clayton area. 
 Please save your loose change and help us 
make some noise for the UCC. The more change 

you bring, the noisier our offering! 

By Katherine Gleason 

 The Youth Group began the month with 
our monthly morning at Dorcas on May 3. At 
our meeting on May 4, we shared lunch and 

planned the Mother’s Day Service. Thanks to 
all the youth who helped out with the service 

on Mother’s Day! It was a great success. 

 On Sunday, June 1, we will have our last 
official meeting before summer! We’ll gather 

at High House after church to celebrate with 
pizza and discuss possible activities for the 
summer and fall. We’ll volunteer at Dorcas on 

the first Saturday in June (6/7) from 11 am 
to 2 pm. Keep your ears peeled in church and 

watch your email for announcements about 
fun summer activities! 

Serve the Lord! 
     

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:lindvelto@gmail.com
http://vols.pt/vZpRif
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

By Carla Gleason 

 New Hymnal news: Thank you to everyone 

who participated in the music survey! The mu-
sic committee has reviewed these results, along 

with other criteria such as favorite hymn vot-
ing, singability, and alignment with GSUCC val-
ues. By the time this newsletter is completed, 

we should have our initial list of potential candi-
dates for inclusion in the new hymnal supple-
ment.  

 Can you send a few emails and make a few 
calls? The hymnal preparation work for June is 
copyright inquiries. For any songs that are not 

in the public domain, we must obtain copyright 
permission. We need several volunteers to help 
contact the copyright holders, and find out the 

price for publishing their work in our hymnal. 
The music committee will provide the contact 
information and the content of our request. All 

the copyright seekers need to do is send email 
(or snail mail) and follow up as necessary until 

we have the details on pricing.  Once the final 
selections are made, the volunteers may be 
asked to assist in sending payments and secur-

ing the written copyright release in return. If 
we have several volunteers, each person will 
only have to make a few contacts. Please sign 

up or let any music committee member know if 
you can help with this critically important task. 
 DID YOU KNOW? Donations for new hym-

nals can be made in installments. Costs for the 
hymnals will be incurred 
throughout this year, right up 

until the hymnals are shipped, 
so a routine donation would be 
very helpful in making our 

goals.  Dedications for hymnals 
can still be made based on the 
entire amount donated. Dona-

tion forms will be available in 
the Narthex. 

A workshop on end of life care 

June 14, 9am-noon: Good Shepherd UCC 
Adults of all ages welcome, childcare provided 

By Carla Gregg 

 Linda Velto and I invite you to join us for a 
workshop where we will consider questions 

and issues related to dying and death. Sounds 
a bit morbid! But it is meant to help us em-
brace the life we have. This workshop is not 

only for the very old or the seriously ill. It is 
intended as a time of reflection and planning 

for people of all ages and health. Rev. Joi 
Williams, Spiritual Care Coordinator for Com-
munity Care of Wake and Johnston County, 

will join us as we consider questions such 

as:  
 Who would you like present when you 

are dying? 
 Is your will updated and do family mem-

bers know where it is? 

 Do you want extraordinary measures to 
be taken to save your life? 

 What music would like at your funeral? 
 Have you shared your wishes or plans 

with family members? 

 Even if we don’t talk about or want to ac-
knowledge death, it will show up anyway! 

Whether you are caring for a loved one at 
the end of his/her life, wanting to have your 
plans in place so your children don’t have to 

struggle with decisions, or are interested in 
learning more about advance directives, we 

hope you will join us. Much of Rev. Wil-
liam’s work with clients involves end of life 

care: she is also a notary and will be avail-
able for anyone wishing to have advance 
directives notarized. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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WOMEN – YOU MAY STILL SIGN UP 

WOMEN’’S FALL 2014 RETREAT 
 

Fri. – Sun., Oct. 3-5, 2014 
 

By Charlotte Speltz 
 

 If the beach calls to you in the summer, 

think how wonderful it will be in October! 

There is still space to sign up, because we 

can take as many as 24 women. The two 

nights and four meals cost $167.00. For reg-

istration information contact Charlotte Speltz   

jspeltz@nc.rr.com   

 The Women’s Fellowship would like to help 

those who may need some financial help with 

partial scholarships. Contributions may be 

made to the Women’s Fellowship and desig-

nated for “retreat scholarships”. If you can-

not go yourself, why not consider helping to 

send someone else?  Contact the Women’s 

Fellowship chairs for information. Checks 

should be made to “Good Shepherd UCC” 

with “Women’s Fellowship -Retreat 

Scholarships” noted in the memo line. 

 The retreat theme is “Finding OUR 

STORY in the story of Ruth and Naomi: 

Moments in Every Woman’s Life,  based 

on Joan Chittister’s book The Story of Ruth 

(2000). During our time together participants 

will consider particular “moments” in their 

lives. Women will find it helpful to reread the 

Bible story of Ruth and Naomi in Ruth Ch. 1 

– 4 before coming. 

 Trinity Center, Salter Path, NC, is about 

3 hours away. After eating supper with your 

carpool on Friday 

night, we will join 

in an “Arrival 

Gathering” around 

9 p.m. 

By Gail Stonefield 

 As you unwind from a busy year and relax 

during the summer, why not pick up your fa-

vorite craft. Once again we will have a Craft 

Table at the Harvest Festival. We are seeking 

contributions from the congregation and the 

long hot days of summer would be a good 

time for you to start working on them. We 

are open to all crafts including ones made by 

men. Even if you can only make one or two it 

would be greatly appreciated. 

 Please call if you have any questions, Gail 

Stonefield 919-467-8421 (Home) 919-630-

9896 (Cell), or Carolyn Lundin 919-380-

0627. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:jspeltz@nc.rr.com
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 

Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg 

Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 

Moderator: Rob Lundin 

Secretary: Robin Miller 

Pianist: Linda Velto 

Choir Director: Carla Gleason 

Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 

Custodian: Mary Snyder 

Newsletter Editor: Nanette Nelson 
 

Office Hours: 

Senior Pastor: W 10am — 2pm 

Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9am — 12pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

By Linda Velto 

 Part of the mission and ministry of Good 

Shepherd is to go beyond our walls and be-

yond our community to serve others. Our bi-

ennial mission trip is an opportunity to share 

God’s love in a concrete way, working as a 

team with hammers and nails, paint brushes 

and scrub brushes, to repair a home for some-

one in need. Our mission trip team includes 

adults and youth, people with significant ex-

pertise and those who are learning new skills, 

plus a team to prepare meals for the work 

crew.  

 The next mission trip will be in the summer 

of 2015, and the time to begin planning is 

now! The initial meeting will be held on Mon-

day June 23 at 7:30 PM in the Library. We will 

discuss possible trip locations, best travel 

dates, and potential partnerships with other 

churches. We’ll also look for people who are 

willing to be part of the planning group. Do 

you have mission trip experience and definitely 

hope to go next year? This meeting is for you! 

Are you new to mission trips and just want to 

find out a little more? This meeting is for you 

too! Please join us on June 23 if you can, and 

bring your calendars! 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

Mission Trip 2013 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
http://vols.pt/vZpRif

