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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

By Cindi Bristol-Kerr 
 

 Good Shepherd is very excited about partnering with Covenant Chris-
tian for the "Workshop of Wonders" Vacation Bible School. VBS will be 

held at Covenant Christian Church,  2911 SW Cary Pkwy, July 9-12.  Chil-
dren will be able to enjoy arts and crafts, recreation, storytelling and 

snacks. Wednesday through Friday the hours will be 6pm to 8pm, and on 
Saturday, they will be 10:00am to 1:00pm with a lunch for all children 

and their families at 12:30pm. 
 

 Children from age 3 years (potty trained) to 5th grade are invited to 

attend. Registration forms are in the 
bulletin every week or can be ob-

tained by contacting Cindi Bristol-
Kerr at cindiandkevin@gmail.com or 

call 919-535-8655. There is no cost 
to attend. All our children are en-

couraged to join with their friends 
for VBS! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

TheTheThe   
Pastor’s CornerPastor’s CornerPastor’s Corner   

 
What’s Next? 

 

By Carla Gregg 

 On Sunday, July 6 we will mark one year in 
ministry together! After spending a year listen-

ing and learning about the congregation and the 
community, I am beginning to turn my attention 

to what’s next (I promise I will still be listening 
and learning too). What’s next for deacons, for 

properties, for parents, for social ministries, for 
outreach, for young children, for fellowship, for 

worship, for Christian education, for the elderly, 
for our buildings, for choir, for youth, etc.?   

What’s next for our mission and ministry in this 
place? What’s next will be informed by our his-
tory and our present identity. Expect opportuni-

ties to hear the stories of important events and 
people in our history as well as stories of new 

members and emerging ministries. A few weeks 
ago in worship on Pentecost, I asked what 

dreams you had for the congregation. Some 
were concrete like an activities building or an 

outdoor labyrinth, or a bigger Christian educa-
tion building. A number expressed a desire to 

grow in numbers, but not too much. Some 
dreamt of being a voice for justice and becoming 

an open and affirming congregation whereby the 
congregation makes an intentional and public 

statement about fully welcoming people in the 
Lesbian, Gay, bi-sexual and transgender com-

munity. Visions for ministry with developmen-
tally challenged youth and a way to talk about 

controversial topics without being offensive were 
shared. The word “continue” was also used quite 

a bit. Continue to be known as a warm and lov-
ing place, continue to balance personal spiritual 

development and service to the wider world, 
continue to grow in diversity of age, culture and 

race, continue worship that is full of life and en-
ergy. 

 Out of our shared dreams will come a vision 
for what is next in the ministry and mission of 

Good Shepherd.  I look forward to discovering 
that vision with you! 

Afterwards we can get dinner at one of a few 

locations in the same historic building as the 

Meadery, and ride back to Cary. Starlight is lo-

cated on the site of the old Chatham Mills fac-

tory. The building has been refurbished to house 

a market, shops, and offices. Speaking from ex-

perience, this event is best 

enjoyed by leaving children 

with a babysitter. There will 

be a sign up sheet in the 

church narthex. The dead-

line for committing is Mon-

day, August 4. See Lisa 

Mead (ironic?) with any 

By Lisa Mead 

 Let's Go tour Starlight Mead brewing company 

(www.starlightmead.com) in Pittsboro. Join 

GSUCC as we learn about another use for honey, 

making Mead. We will meet in the church parking 

lot at 4pm on Saturday, August 23, to arrange 

carpools and drive to the Meadery for a 5pm 

tour. You can also meet us directly there at 

4:45pm. Tours include a tasting of 8 available 

Meads for $6.00, and for those who avoid alco-

holic beverages there are options to suit that. 

Worship Notes: 

August 31 is our next intergenerational wor-

ship followed by a shared meal.   
 

Mark your calendars to join us for a special 
“hymn sing” worship and our Sunday school 

kick-off on September 7. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.starlightmead.com
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By Dave Sniffin 
 

 As you may have already heard, we are re-

quired to make some architectural changes at 

High House in order to continue using the build-

ing as the church office. The most significant 

change, making the main bathroom accessible, 

was already on our wish list, but it will now have 

to be done on a somewhat shorter time-line 

than originally anticipated. We will also be im-

proving the parking area, including the addition 

of a designated handicap parking spot; widening 

doorways, etc.  

 If you were at the All-Ministries meeting on 

June 10th, you're already aware that those pre-

sent voted to approve the expenditure of funds 

to hire an architect to 1) act as our liaison to the 

Town of Cary's Inspections & Permits and Plan-

ning & Zoning Departments; and 2) prepare de-

sign documents for approval by the Town. We 

are still in the process of determining if we will 

be required to connect to the Town sewer sys-

tem. Some of the demolition work on the main 

bathroom has already started (anyone need a 

slightly used cast iron bathtub? It's free for the 

hauling). 

 We hope to do as much as possible ourselves 

in order to save on cost, so a call will go out for 

volunteers once plans are approved. Please feel 

free to let anyone on Properties know of your 

interest. The rough-in work related to rearrang-

ing fixtures in the bathroom will need to be done 

by a licensed plumber, so if anyone has a friend 

or relative in the business, please let us know 

that too! If you have any questions or sugges-

tions, please see Dave Sniffin, Dave Stonefield, 

Randy Murray, Rob Lundin, or Gordon “T-Man” 

Welles. 

First Conversations about the  

Open and Affirming Process 
 

 Thanks to all of you who came and partici-
pated in our first conversation about what it 

means to be an Open and Affirming church.  It 
was a wonderful time of sharing food and our-
selves.  There were many questions raised and 

a full array of thoughts and feelings expressed - 
all very helpful in our journey. 

 In the future we hope to provide more occa-
sions to talk, attempt to answer questions and 
provide information for your discernment.  If 

you missed our first discussion, and would like 
to share, we have a comment box in the nar-
thex and we encourage you to talk to Carla, 

your deacon or the folks leading our conversa-
tions. 

We look forward to our times together. 
Blessings to all, 

Chris Alberti, Kathy Boyer, Barb Eilers, Jean 
Miller, Linda Velto 

By Lisa Mead 

 Once again the Mead's welcome families of 

all ages for an end of summer boat outing Sat-

urday, September 6, before the water turns 

cold. We will meet at the Ebeneezer Beach lo-

cation at Jordan Lake at 3pm, which has a play-

ground, beach, and restrooms. We will then 

take rides on the boat, offering the chance to 

ride the tube too. Bring lawn chairs, sand toys, 

towels, sunscreen, snacks and drinks. We will 

plan on staying until late in the day, so if you 

cannot make it at 3 that is fine. Sign up will be 

in the church narthex, and contact Lisa at 919-

260-8136 or lisanoelle@gmail.com with ques-

tions. Exact directions will be sent out before 

the event. Life jackets will be provided for all 

ages, infant to adult. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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July 2010    God is still speaking, 

 
  
This resource is a free service and is made possible by your 
gifts to Our Church's Wider Mission. 
 

Article written by: Rochelle A. Stackhouse, the 

Senior Minister of The Church of the Redeemer, 

United Church of Christ, New Haven Connecticut.  
 

Common Wealth 

 
Give to the emperor the things that are the em-

peror’s…  Matthew 22:21 
 

It’s time to celebrate Independence Day, a day 
to think about picnics, fireworks and… taxes? 

Indeed, before and after the Revolution, our 
towns, states and nation discovered that by 

pooling the wealth of citizens many public ser-
vices could be offered. Some of our states are 

actually called “commonwealths,” as in sharing 
the common wealth. So we pay taxes today and 

receive benefits like paved roads, public trans-
portation, firefighters, public safety, national de-

fense, aid to the poor, national parks in which to 
picnic, etc. Sometimes we also get things we 
may not want like war or corruption. 

 
We all complain about taxes from time to time, 

but we know that we need to share our wealth, 
even if it be small, so that our towns, states and 

nation work. When we become part of a faith 
community, we are not assessed taxes based on 

our income or spending habits. We do, however, 
have a similar concept of “common wealth.” In 

Acts we are told the earliest Christians shared 
everything in common. Few churches go that far 

today. But the work we do in local, Conference, 
national and international settings all happens 

because we give. Rather than complaining, let 
us rejoice that when we share our individual 

wealth we see love spread near and far. Let us 
give to God as well as the emperor! 

By Kathy Boyer 

 Fourteen women from Good Shepherd en-
joyed good conver-

sation and tasty cui-
sine at Lucky 32 on 
June 26. 

 
 Nothing is on our 

calendar as yet, un-
til the Women’s Re-
treat in October.  If 

someone has an 
idea for a gathering 

in July, August or 
September, contact 
Kathy Boyer and 

we’ll get it on the 
c a l e n d a r .  

nckathyb@aol.com 

 The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast is a loosely 

organized get-together of any men in the 

church who appreciate the opportunity to 

break bread together on the first and third 

Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 AM. Come 

when you can, no agendas, just a time for 

food, laughter and good times. They are cur-

rently meeting at Brig’s Restaurant in the 

shopping center at the corner of Maynard and 

High House Roads, just north of the church 

and plan 

to con-

t i n u e 

meeting 

through-

out the 

summer 

months. 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:nckathyb@aol.com
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Our July and...Our July and...Our July and...   
 

1 Dave Sniffin 

4 Barbara Newman 

6 Allen Boyer 

8 Benjamin Williams 

10 Deborah Wade 

13 Ruth Hudgins 

17 Matthew Snyder 

19 David Lundin 

20 Emily Mead 

21 Terrie Litzenberger 

22 Mia Kearns 

30 Kevin Kerr 

August BirthdaysAugust BirthdaysAugust Birthdays   
 

2 Bettye Aggerup 

3 Annie Buchanan 

3 Leslie Cole 

9 Adam Drew 

10 Carla Gregg 

11 Lynn Valle-McElroy 

12 Davis Murray 

14 Steve Boyer 

14 Tammy Rowland 

16 Daniel Lee 

18 Rev. June Fulton 

18 Connie Holleman 

20 Kiara Dressler 

22 Linda Velto 

23 Ryan Williams 

25 Claire Jenkins 

27 Vernon Palango 
 

If you have a birthday in July or August 

and it is not listed, please call (919) 481

-1441 and let us know. 

Dear Members, Friends and  
     Staff of Good Shepherd UCC: 

 Thank you all very much for all the cards, get 
well wishes and expressions of support Kathy 

and I have received.  These have made a real 
difference.  I personally feel blessed and want 

you all to know that I feel your prayers have ac-
celerated my recovery.  It has been a long road, 

and I still have not reached journey’s end, but I 
am making good progress. 

 In particular, my heart attack seems not to 
have done any damage, --at least nothing that 

doctors have been able to find via a heart moni-
tor (48 hrs.), chemical stress test or carotid ar-

tery scan.  My kidney function has recovered to 
nearly normal; however, the blood pools and 

swelling in my right foot are not clearing up very 
fast.  Perhaps I just need to give it more time; 

however, it is hard to be patient. 
 Thank you all the support and encouragement 

you have given Kathy and me. 

      Jack Uebel 

By Dave Stonefield 
 On June 8, we had another successful outing.  

We had three teams playing four-person super 
ball golf.  The winning team of John Spletz, Dan 

Edwards, Matt Mead and Vernon Palango had a 
score of 2 under par.  That team was followed 

by the Stonefield team (Scott, Mark, Ian, and 
Ben) and the Yuska team (Kate, Dave, Will and 

Jay).  Dan Edwards won the closest to the pin on 
the par 11th hole and Ben Stonefield had the 

longest drive on the 9th hole. 
 The good news was that it didn’t start raining 

until everyone had finished playing golf and 
were enjoying pizza at the home of Dave and 

Gail Stonefield.  However, the best news is that 
everyone had a great time no matter what the 

score said. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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We Need to Acknowledge Your Non-Cash Contributions 
By Gordon Welles 

 When you contribute to the church with a purchase (food for fellowship, gas for the 

church mower, repair supplies, etc.) the church requests that you submit the receipts along with a com-

pleted copy of our donation acknowledgment form.   

 The information on the form with the accompanying receipts allows the church to include the informa-

tion on your giving statement (shows as “noncash contribution” but dollar value is included in detail) This 

action makes it possible for you to take the full value of your purchase as a part of your tax deductible 

donation to Good Shepherd.   

 When completing your tax return for the year, you will need to add the indicated dollar values of your 

contribution of materials to the indicated total of your cash donations on your annual giving statement. 

 In addition to allowing you to receive credit for your generosity, it helps the church have a “true” pic-

ture of the financial support received, and the true level of funds expended on the church’s behalf during 

the year – an important factor in preparing future budgets accurately. 

 Donation forms are available in the treasurer’s mailbox in the education building, or at this link; if you 

have additional questions, let me know. 
 

Offering Status as of May 31, 2014: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of May 31, 2014 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Does not include special capital expenses / special income 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or any-

thing provided in this report, please contact me. 
 

Thank you, 

Gordon Welles     Email:  Treasurer@gsucc.org 

Have you considered including  

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will? 

Alert Us to Changes 
If your financial situation changes 

during the year and you need to 

make changes on the amount you 

have pledged for the year (up or 

down) please contact us: Gordon 

Welles (treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!   
   

Thanks to all 

of you not only 

for your mone-

tary gifts but 

also for your 

gifts of time 

and talent. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.gsucc.org/GoodShepardChurch/files/69/69faf6c2-6cfe-40ac-ae26-6c4eb8e045f2.pdf
mailto:Treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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 If you’ve been around Good Shepherd the past couple of 
years, you’re sure to have seen Matt and Lisa Mead. If you 
get to know them, you will find they are a delightful couple. 
Matt and Lisa first attended GSUCC on kickoff Sunday, Sep-
tember 9, 2012, and they joined the church two months 
later!  They had been exploring local churches but could not 
find one that fit their ideology and filled their minds intellec-
tually. Lisa said they have felt very fortunate to become part 
of the GSUCC family,and that it has exceeded their expecta-
tions in many ways.  
 Matt began serving on the Properties Ministry last year 
and has just begun serving as a deacon in addition to con-
tinuing on Properties. Lisa began co-chairing Christian Ed last 
year, taught Sunday school, and substituted in the nursery.  
This year she is moderator-elect and is continuing to co-chair 
Christian Ed and teach Sunday school. She will 
become moderator next church year. 
 Lisa was born in Durham, and her family 
moved to Chapel Hill when she was 3. She 
moved to Fort Lauderdale, Florida for most of 
her school years.  However, she came back to 
Chapel Hill very frequently and felt as if both 
places were home. She grew up attending 
Chapel Hill UCC.  
 Lisa attended Florida State University for her 
undergraduate degree in criminology and 
Pfeiffer University for her Master of Science in 
or gan i z at i o n a l  l e ad e r s h i p /n on -p r of i t 
management.  After college, she moved to NC, working in 
non-profits including Durham/Chatham domestic violence 
shelters, a pregnant women’s substance abuse treatment 
program, and Chatham County, where she worked as a 
children’s mental health caseworker. 
 She later completed a lateral entry teaching program at 
East Carolina University and taught for several years as a 
middle school home economics/life skills teacher in North 
Durham.  She put her career on hold when their son Alex was 
born and now stays home caring for him and their daughter, 
Emily.  She currently serves as the director of the Cary Mom’s 
Playgroup, which has about 150 members, and regularly vol-
unteers at the Diaper Bank of NC in downtown Durham.  
 Matt was born in the Chicago suburbs and moved to Ra-
leigh when he was in high school.  He graduated from NC 
State University with a degree in civil engineering, and is cur-
rently a software developer at Bandwidth (bandwidth.com) 
on NC State’s Centennial Campus in Raleigh.  Matt attended 
a Unitarian church growing up in Illinois, but GSUCC is the 

first faith community he has been involved with since moving 
to the Triangle area. 
 Matt’s and Lisa’s children are Alex, who is 4½ and Emily, 
who will be 3 in July.  Alex has a big personality — he is all boy 
and enjoys fishing, playgrounds, and spending time with his 
cousins and friends.  He loves music and is excited about start-
ing piano lessons this fall.  In addition, he recently learned to 
swim.  Emily is more reserved but can have some spunk when 
needed.  She is very much a girly girl, enjoying dolls and dress 
up.  Her latest accomplishments include potty training and 
refusing to wear anything but dresses every single day.  Both 
attend Salem Baptist Preschool in Apex.   
 In their spare time, the Meads enjoy using their ski boat, 
hiking, camping and outdoor activities.  Both avid travelers, 
Matt had managed to visited all 50 states before age 18 (made 
possible in large part by his mother, who was a travel agent for 

many years).  Lisa has visited 49 states, with only 
Hawaii remaining, and both have spent considerable 
time outside the country as well.  Both hope to pass 
along their love of travel to their children. 
 Both are sports fans, with Lisa favoring college 
athletics and Matt following the Hurricanes and the 
NFL.  They have recently started beekeeping, and 
maintain a mini urban farm in their west Cary half 
acre, with two veggie gardens and eight fruit 
trees.  An avid “railfan”, Matt enjoys anything train 
related, and most of their vacations involve a tourist 
railroad in some aspect.   

 Matt and Lisa both are fortunate to be surrounded by fam-
ily, with all four grandparents living locally.  Matt's younger 
sister and all but one of Lisa’s sisters (she is the youngest of 
four girls) also live in the area.  They have 11 nieces and neph-
ews and are grateful their kids are growing up so close to fam-
ily.  The Meads have one pet, a beta fish named "Goldfish," for 
which Alex is responsible, a duty he takes very seriously.   
 Matt and Lisa hope to participate in a GSUCC summer mis-
sion trip in the future, and Lisa hopes to help coordinate an 
international mission trip at some point. She went to Guate-
mala in 2005 with Chapel Hill UCC and really enjoyed the ex-
perience.   
 Matt and Lisa share their time and talents in making signifi-
cant contributions through their work on Properties and on 
Christian Education, supporting Harvest Fest, hosting Let’s Go 
events (typically boating-related), participating in the Easter 
Bonnet contest, and much more. They have been a blessing to 
GSUCC, and we look forward to their continuing contributions 
in the future. 

MEET THE MEMBERS:  

THE MEAD FAMILY 
By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Children  connecting with our future 

By Karen Getz 

 Sunday School for the “Empowered Ea-

gles” (Grades 1 – 5) will resume before you 
know it! Christian Education is still seeking 

someone who is willing to teach Sunday School 
one time per month starting in September.   As-

sistance will be provided with the curriculum if 
desired!  If you can spare one Sunday per 

month and want the opportunity to get to know 
our wonderful young people better, this might 

be the job for you! Please contact Karen Getz at 
stevegetz@live.com or Lisa Mead at 

lisanoelle@gmail.com with questions or for more 
information.  Thank you! 

By Karen Getz 

 GSUCC is proud to announce that our annual 

picnic will be held on September 28th! We plan 
to meet at noon at Fred Bond Park at the Ki-
wanis Shelter.  The shelter has been reserved all 

day, so let's plan to make a full day of fun, food, 
and fellowship! Stay tuned for more details in 

the near future! 

By Katherine Gleason 
 The Youth Group began the month with a celebration 
of the end of the school year on June 1. We enjoyed 
pizza and cupcakes and discussed plans for the summer 
months. On June 7, we had our monthly morning of vol-
unteering at Dorcas. On June 14 we prepped the Youth 
Room at High House to be painted later this summer and 
make it a better place for our meetings and hanging out. 
 We’ve got some great activities planned for the sum-
mer! We’re planning two God Talks events: a pool party 
at the end of July hosted by the Williams, and a boat 
outing on August 16 hosted by the Meads. We’ll have 
some summer fun and talk about faith issues as a group. 
Youth members should keep an eye on their emails for 
further details, and of course we’ll make announcements 
in church when things are finalized. On August 10 and 
24, after church ends, we’ll be painting the Youth Room 
at High House and making it a great place for the Youth 
Group to call our own. 
 At our June 1 meeting, we had a discussion about the 
Youth Group volunteer days at Dorcas and agreed that it 
would work better for the Youth Group as it is now to 
decrease our commitment. For the rest of the year, we’ll 
be volunteering every 3 months instead of every month. 
We will be at Dorcas on August 9 from 11 am to 2 pm, 
but not on July 5. We’d also like to invite adults inter-
ested in volunteering with us to join the Youth at our 
Dorcas workdays! See Katherine Gleason or Karen 
Lundin if you think you’d like to help out at our Youth 
Group-led workdays at Dorcas. 

By Lisa Mead 
The youth group will be doing an outing on August 16 
aboard the Mead's Ski Boat. Plan to meet at the 
Ebeneezer Church entrance at 1pm or coordinate car-
pooling from church because there is an entrance fee for 
Jordan Lake. More details will follow, but bring snacks, 
drinks, swim suit, sunscreen, towel and leave your fear 
at home. We will be skiing, tubing, knee boarding and 
swimming. Contact the youth group leaders to sign up. 
Youth under age 13 are required by law to wear a life 
jacket at all times, which will be provided. 

By Karen Getz 

 Just a quick reminder to parents – activity 

bags for kids are available for use during sum-
mer worship services.  They are located on the 

sides of the hymnal carts as you enter the Sanc-
tuary.  Please feel free to grab one before the 

service begins – also, if your 
child becomes restless during the 

service, be sure to wander over 
to the hymnal cart and pick up 

one as needed.  Activity bags for 
grades 1 – 5 will be discontinued 

once Sunday School resumes, 
September 7th. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:stevegetz@live.com
mailto:lisanoelle@gmail.com


 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

                               (9) 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

 

Communion  connecting with God 

By Linda Velto 
 

 The choir may take a break for the summer, 

but the music at Good Shepherd never stops. By 

the time you read this, you will already have 

been treated to special musical presentations in 

worship by Lynn McElroy and the Children’s Cho-

rale. What other musical treats are in store? In 

July you’ll hear Mike Carney’s trumpet and see a 

liturgical dance by Margaret Velto, The musical 

offerings range from a string bass solo, songs 

accompanied by ukulele, the Men’s Chorale, and 

a vocal duet from Nan Nelson and Gordon 

Welles. What a great variety of music to look 

forward to! 

 All men and women who like to sing are en-

couraged to join in the Men’s and Women’s Cho-

rales. It is a low-key, easy commitment—just 

two Sunday morning rehearsals. (If you’re a 

quick study and can learn from a recording, you 

can even skate by with one rehearsal.) It’s a 

perfect opportunity for someone who likes to 

sing but can’t commit to regular choir rehears-

als, or for someone who isn’t sure if they like 

group singing but would like to give it a try. 

 Dates for the Chorales are July 20th and 27th 

for the women, and August 17th and 24th for the 

men. Rehearsals will be at 9:15. The group will 

sing in worship 

on the same 

day as the 2nd 

rehearsal. No 

RSVP is re-

q u i r e d — j u s t 

show up if you 

want to sing! 

Questions? Con-

tact Linda Velto, 

Carla Gleason, 

or Chris Alberti. 

“Noisy Offering” 
By Susie Oliver 

 Thanks to all who contributed to the 

Strengthen the Church "noisy" offering on June 8. 

We received a total of $441, including $141 in 

coins! This compares very favorably to $246 re-

ceived last year.  Proceeds will provide funds for 

new churches, as well as awakening new ideas in 

existing churches and developing spiritual life in 

youth and young adults.  We made a joyful noise 

to help other churches, just as other churches 

helped us about 25 years ago when we were get-

ting started. 

See You in September… 

See You When the Summer’s Through. 
By Kathy Boyer 

 The Intergenerational Sunday School is off for 

the summer, but plan on joining us in September 

when we resume. The class is made up of adults 

and youth from Middle School on up. We meet at 

High House and begin with a light breakfast hosted 

by one of the members of the group at 9:00 AM 

and then begin our lively and inspirational topic for 

the day. 

 For something new this next year, we are going 

to take turns leading the class with the Weekly De-

votions that we receive in our emails. It’s a self- 

contained Sunday School lesson along with Bible 

readings, a prayer and questions for discussion.  

All the leader will have to do is ring the bell to be-

gin the class. There is never a time when there is a 

lull in the discussion in Intergenerational. The end 

of class comes all too soon. 

 We are also always open to anyone who would 

like to lead us with a special topic they would like 

to delve into for a couple weeks or more. 

 So have a great summer. Enjoy your vacations, 

and join us in the fall for Intergenerational Sunday 

School. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

By Gail Stonefield 

...For the 2014 Harvest Festival  

Saturday, October 18th 

 Good Shepherd UCC will host the 4rd Annual 

Harvest Festival on Saturday, October 18th.   This 

important church fundraiser is open to the entire 

community.  Our success depends on everyone 

helping.  Please look over activities and see where 

you can help. 

Dinner – We will once again serve a delicious tur-

key dinner. Gail Stonefield will be coordinating 

the kitchen activities and food this year, and is 

looking for a number of men and women to 

help with food preparation and cooking.   

Auction – Local merchants and church people are 

being asked to donate items for the auction.  

Should you have something you wish to do-

nate or know a merchant who is willing to add 

something to this fun event, please see some-

one from Deacons, Stewardship or you can 

find a donation letter on our GSUCC.org web 

site.  This year we are planning to list the 

items that are donated for the auction on our 

web site, if desired the company’s name can 

be added. 

Activities for Children – We are always looking 

for innovative new activities for the children.  

If you have suggestions or want to help, 

please contact the Christian Education Minis-

try. 

Craft Table- With so many talented crafts people 

here at GSUCC, we 

need your help with 

handmade items to 

fill this area.  The 

Women’s Fellowship 

will coordinate this 

area.  

Food Table– We 

By Linda Velto 
 On Saturday, June 7, ten volunteers from 

Good Shepherd joined a similar sized group from 
Covenant Christian Church to paint a home for a 

Carying Place family. In an impressive display of 
teamwork coordinated by Robin Miller, the group 

prepped and painted every room of a 2 story, 3 
bedroom duplex in one short day. Special thanks 

go to John Speltz (and anyone else I didn’t know 
about!) who spent a day painting trim in ad-

vance of the painting blitz by the large group. A 
huge thank you goes to everyone who contrib-

uted time, sweat, and supplies for this project. 
You spruced up a home for a family who needs 

some extra care. 

want to have an array of fresh made backed 

goods for sale.  We are looking for a volun-

teer to coordinate this table. 

Giving Turkey – You will have the opportunity 

to donate groceries for the dinner. At the end 

of September we will post a turkey with 

feathers identifying the items needed. 

Publicity and Tickets – Outreach & Social Min-

istry will be in charge of publicity and tickets. 

Setup and Breakdown – Properties will be re-

sponsible for this task. 

Decorations for the Festival - Creative people 

needed to help create a festive environment 

to our sanctuary. 

 If you have any questions please contact one 

of the chairpersons, Carolyn Lundin, Lynn 

McElroy or Gail Stonefield. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

By Linda Velto 

 If you’re new to Good Shepherd, you may not 

have heard of Yohanis. Yohanis Bekele is a 12-

year-old boy in Ethiopia, an only child who lives 

with his widowed mother in an impoverished re-

gion. Through ChildFund International, Good 

Shepherd has provided financial support for Yoha-

nis for several years, thanks to the generosity of 

individual church members/friends. One month of 

basic support for Yohanis is $30, which helps him 

with school uniforms, books, and medical care. 

We also send additional amounts for special gifts 

for Christmas and his birthday. 

 There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for 

those who are interested in contributing to sup-

port for Yohanis for the 2014-15 year. You may 

commit $30 for one month’s support, or you may 

contribute any amount for other gifts. The full 

year of basic support and birthday gift funds 

need to be mailed by mid-August, so please plan 

to make your contribution by the beginning of 

August. If paying by 

check, put “Yohanis” in 

the memo line of your 

check and place it in the 

offering plate. 

 Later this year, look for 

the latest letter with an 

update on Yohanis to be 

posted on the God Is Still 

Speaking board. 

By Dave Sniffin 

2014 Fall Build Update 

 Here's some good news for those of us 

who can't wait to get out and swing ham-

mers and paintbrushes in the name of oh, 

probably three or four of our six C's. As you 

may have heard, Good Shepherd UCC is 

now part of the Cary Coalition [supporting 

Habitat for Humanity of Wake County]. 

We're also a partial sponsor of a new home 

to be built starting in August and running 

approximately 12 weeks (assuming no ma-

jor weather delays). This will be the home 

of Nabil Dechir and Amira Meziana, located 

at 508 Second Street in Apex (a block 

closer to the volunteer parking if you worked 

at the last build). The first few volunteer 

workdays for Good Shepherd are tentatively 

set for Saturdays - August 16,  August 30,  

and September 20, with one more TBD in Oc-

tober. While we hope to have a large turnout 

on those days, folks are also welcome to vol-

unteer as individuals on any Thursday, Fri-

day, or Saturday during the build cycle. 

When we get a little closer to the start, a link 

will be sent out to the GSUCC email list which 

will allow you to sign up for the day(s) you 

would like to work. We will be responsible to 

bring our own bag lunches and a refillable 

water bottle. 

We'll also be in-

viting our friends 

from Covenant 

and hope that a 

few of their folks 

can join us in 

Service. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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10,000 New Members of GSUCC! 

By Bill Cole 

 

Yup – you heard right. On June 21 GSUCC 
added a whole bunch of new members.  Well, 

technically they aren’t 
members yet. Carla 
and Linda still have to 

make it official. But 
then, that might be a 

problem – these new 
members all carry 

stingers. 

 

On June 21, Dave Sniffin and Bill Cole cre-

ated a new home for GSUCC’s Garden Bee-
hive.  Dave provided the landscaping design 
and expertise.  Bill provided the honeybees.  

When you get a 
chance, take a look 

at the back corner of 
the Church Garden 
by the tree line, and 

you’ll see the new 

beehive. 

 

We have great plans for our new members.  
Next year we hope to harvest some delicious 

honey for the Outreach welcome bags. We 

might also harvest some wax for candles to be 

used by the church. (Monasteries to this day 
maintain honeybees for wax production to 

make candles for the Church - mainly because 
beeswax burns smokeless.) And of course, our 
Garden also benefits from the pollination they 

provide. 

 

So come on out to the Church Garden and 
welcome our new members. Our bees are very 
friendly, and you can get as close as five feet 

away from the 
hive without 

d i s t u r b i n g 
them. They can 
be interesting 

to just watch 
them go about 

their da i ly 

business. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
http://vols.pt/vZpRif

