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TheTheThe   
Pastor’s CornerPastor’s CornerPastor’s Corner   

 
By Carla Gregg 

 

 Not all the boxes are unpacked, but most...  

Pictures still need to be hung on the walls and I 
still keep going to the wrong drawer for napkins.  

But still, our new house is starting to feel like 
home. We are becoming familiar with all the lit-

tle corners, with the rocky places and the grassy 
places in the yard, even with our neighbors. As 

we are settling in to our home, I have been 
thinking about Nabil and Amira , the family 

whose home we are helping to build through 
Habitat for Humanity of Wake County.  We 

blessed the ground in mid-August and the house 
is starting to take shape thanks to the work of 

Nabil and Amira and a coalition of churches. I’ve 
also been thinking about Waleed Alsawad, one 

of the Syrian tour guides from a trip I went on 
to the Middle East in 2004.  Waleed, his wife, 

and three daughters fled their home in Damas-
cus first to a refugee camp in Syria, then to 

Egypt. Waleed and his two oldest daughters 
then took a dangerous boat trip where they 

were rescued by the Italian navy and taken to a 
refugee camp in Milan. Waleed and his daugh-

ters have now made it to Sweden and are apply-
ing as refugees to remain and bring their mother 

and youngest sister from Egypt. A harrowing 
tale of losing home and searching for it again; or 

at least searching for something like what home 
was.  And it is just one heartbreaking story 

among thousands right now.   
 “Home is where the heart is,” the saying goes 

and that is surely true. But home is also where 
you feel safe and have enough daily bread.  It is 

a place where you can sit and imagine the fu-
ture. It is a place where you can know others 

and be known. For all those who have such 
homes, I give thanks. For all those in need of 

and searching for such homes, I pray. In our 
giving, our worshipping, our voting, our serving, 

our praying, our working, and our living may we 
find ways to roll out the door mat and help oth-

ers feel at home.    

Sunday September 
14 from 4-6pm, 

the Gregg/Kearns 
Family invite you 

to an open house 
at our new home 

on 1105 Fallen Oak 
Dr. in Apex. We 

would love to have our home blessed with your 
laughter, kindness, and crumbs! Please RSVP to 

the church office at 919-481-1441 or secre-
tary@gsucc.org. 

Worship Notes: 

Summer is winding down, the school year is 

gearing up, the sanctuary is feeling more 
full again, and Sunday mornings continue to 

be a place where we gather for vibrant 
WORSHIP!   

To note a few upcoming services: 

August 24: Blessing of the Backpacks 

Children, youth, and all students are invited 
to bring their backpacks to worship for a 

special blessing as we begin the traditional 
academic year.   

 

August 31: Intergenerational Worship 

The story of Moses and the burning bush 
will come to life as we make a particular ef-

fort to welcome children into worship.   

 

September 7: Hymn Sing 

We will conclude our summer theme of 

“Testimony” with a hymn sing based on 
suggestions make by congregants who will 

also share why the song is meaningful to 
them. 

 

September 14-28: Parables of Matthew 

series 

For the rest of September, join us for a 

three part series on the parables of Mat-
thew. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:secretary@gsucc.org
mailto:secretary@gsucc.org


 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

                               (3) 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

By Karen Getz 
 

 Fall is in the air! And what better place to enjoy the 
beautiful NC fall than at a church picnic! So “Let's Go!” to 
the GSUCC all church picnic Sunday, September 28, 12-
6pm, for some fun and fellowship!  
 The Kiwanis Shelter at Fred Bond Park has been re-
served for the entire day! It is nestled under huge shade 
trees conveniently located across from the Lazy Daze Chil-
dren's Playground and ball fields. Restrooms are located 
right next door. This covered shelter seats about 150 peo-
ple, so there is plenty of room for everyone. Picnic tables 
are available for our use, along with many electrical outlets 
for keeping food hot. Two BBQ grills are provided, one out-
side and one inside for “just-in-case” weather. The church 
has been kind enough to provide us with this wonderfully 
equipped shelter, along with charcoal for our grilling needs.  
 What to bring food-related – Meat to barbeque for 
your family, 2 side dishes to share, your own paper prod-
ucts, drinks, and tablecloths.  
 What to bring fun related – Softball equipment, fris-
bees, cards, boardgames, yard games, etc.  
 What to bring comfort related – Card tables/chairs for 
those members that may have difficulty sliding behind a 
picnic bench.  
 Worship service attire will be “picnic casual”, so dress 
for picnic fun at the park. There will be no Fellowship after 
church – we will head over to the park immediately after 
service to commence our afternoon filled with fellowship 
and fun!  
 And what would a picnic be without some crazy games? 
Along with yard games, card games, boardgames, and fris-
bee, the opportunity to participate in some silly organized 
games will be provided. Hint – can you say “water bal-
loons”?  
 Driving Directions – The park is located about a 3 min-
ute drive from the church. Turn right out of the church 
parking lot going north on NW Maynard. Turn left on High 
House Rd. Turn left on Bond Park Drive and follow the signs 
to the Kiwanis Shelter and the Lazy Daze Playground.   
Please join us at Fred Bond Park – all are welcome! Re-
member, the more, the merrier, so “Let's Go!” to the 
church picnic! Please email Karen Getz at ste-
vegetz@live.com or call 810-334-0111 with any questions!  

By Carolyn Lundin 

 We hope everyone will join us following the 

worship service on Sunday, August 31, for a 

special time of fellowship. Each family is sug-

gested to bring a dish or two to share – main 

dishes, side dishes, salads or desserts. Bev-

erages will be provided. 

 Friends are always welcome – and this 

would be a great Sunday to introduce them 

to GSUCC. Please contact a member of the 

Fellowship Ministry if you have questions – 

Thelma Faulk, Janet Sniffin, Sonja Bedi, Jo 

Legacki, Gail Stonefield, Kathy Boyer or Caro-

lyn Lundin. 

By Lisa Mead 

 Once again the Mead's welcome families of 

all ages for an end of summer boat outing Sat-

urday, September 6, before the water turns 

cold. We will meet at the Ebeneezer Beach lo-

cation at Jordan Lake at 3pm, which has a play-

ground, beach, and restrooms. We will then 

take rides on the boat, offering the chance to 

ride the tube too. Bring lawn chairs, sand toys, 

towels, sunscreen, snacks and drinks. We will 

plan on staying until late in the day, so if you 

cannot make it at 3 that is fine. Sign up will be 

in the church narthex, and contact Lisa at 919-

260-8136 or lisanoelle@gmail.com with ques-

tions. Exact directions will be sent out before 

the event. Life jackets will be provided for all 

ages, infant to adult. 

Covenant  connecting with each other 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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FRIDAY- SUNDAY, OCT. 3-5, 2014  
By Charlotte Speltz 

 

20 WOMEN GOING 

STILL ROOM FOR 4 MORE! 

Participants will “retreat” to the Trinity Center, 

Salter Path, NC, from Friday night through Sun-

day morning.  We have space for a total of 24.  

The two nights and four meals cost $167.00. De-

tails about the retreat center are on their website 

www.trinityctr.com  The retreat center is about 3 

hours away. Women will eat supper along the way 

on Friday night and join each other for an “Arrival 

Gathering” around 8 p.m.   

 

ORGANIZING DETAILS  

Car Pool Sign Up Sheets at church:  Sunday, 

Sept. 14 

Registration Deadline/Final Payment Due: Mon-

day, Sept. 15 

Roommate Selection (if any) to Charlotte Speltz:   

Sunday, Sept. 28 

For further details, contact Charlotte Speltz  at 

919-267-6363 or jspeltz@nc.rr.com 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS NEEDED 

Women who are willing to donate $10, $15, $25 

or more toward scholarships should contact Char-

lotte Speltz.  We do not want finances to stand in 

the way of anyone going. 

 

RETREAT THEME 

The retreat theme is “Finding OUR STORY in 

the story of Ruth and Naomi: Moments in 

Every Woman’s Life,  based on Joan Chittister’s 

book The Story of Ruth (2000). During our time 

together participants will consider particular 

“moments” in their lives. Women will find it help-

ful to reread the Bible story of Ruth and Naomi in 

Ruth Ch. 1 – 4 

before coming. 

By Sue Rice 

 It’s hard to believe that sum-

mer is almost over but it’s time to 

start thinking about book club. 

 In September we will be dis-

cussing Orphan Train: A Novel by 

Christina Baker Kline. Our first 

meeting is Thursday, September 23, 7pm at High 

House. 

 For those of you who like to start early, the Oc-

tober book is Unbroken by Lauren Hillenbrand, 

chosen by Brenda Van Lunen. 

4th Annual Harvest Fest, 

Silent Auction and Turkey 

Dinner 

Saturday, October 18th 
By Carolyn Lundin 

 This time next month, we’ll 

be gearing up for the turkey 

dinner – but our focus this 

month is still on acquiring 

items for the silent auction. We welcome items 

that have been offered in previous auctions and 

we’re eager to receive new services or goods that 

haven’t been offered before. 

 The tremendous success of our auctions has 

been due to everyone pitching in and supporting 

one another's efforts.  If you haven’t done so al-

ready, this is the time to solicit items from a favor-

ite store, restaurant, or other business that you’d 

like to promote. An “Auction Letter” template is 

available on GSUCC’s web site to be personalized 

to a business you’re willing to solicit. Simply follow 

the “Harvest Fest” link on the Home page. 

 Please offer your own services if you own a 

business or have a talent that you’d like to share. 

Variety adds fun and interest. We will also be 

grateful for donated items such as tickets to 

events, time at a get-away retreat, or collectable 

items such as autographed sports memorabilia. 

This is a great opportunity for re-gifting. Smaller 

items may be combined in themed baskets – new 

baby, first home, movie night, spa day, etc.  No 

contribution is too large or too small. 

 When you receive a contribution from a busi-

ness, find out whether they’d like to know Good 

Shepherd’s tax ID number. Another template is 

available on the church web site under “Our 
Documentation”. However, please do not provide 
this letter until you have received the item to be 

auctioned. 
 You may contact Carolyn Lundin or Gail Stone-
field for additional information. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.trinityctr.com
mailto:jspeltz@nc.rr.com
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David and Perla Prodoehl have been attending 

GSUCC for a good while, but the opportunity 

to tell more about them has not yet passed!  

 

David’s story begins when the Prodoehls im-

migrated from Alsace Lorraine on the border 

of Germany and France in the mid-1800’s and 

settled in the Blue Earth area of Minnesota to 

become farmers. Fast for-

ward two centuries, David 

was raised in the Milwau-

kee, WI area on the coast 

of Lake Michigan. He grew 

up in the Congregational 

Church; his mother, a re-

tired school music teacher, 

is the choir director at that 

church today. David’s fa-

ther also boasts a musical 

background, working as a 

professional singer and 

gondolier singer on the Chi-

cago River before going into business. David 

has certainly been influenced by his parents’ 

musical talents. He completed a graduate de-

gree in music at ECU in Greenville, and then 

moved to Raleigh in 2005. He works as a mu-

sic teacher and performer. David started at-

tending GSUCC in 2006 or 2007, and has 

been involved with music and more recently 

with the Properties Ministry. 

 

Perla was born in a small town on the coast of 

the Sea of Cortez (across from Baja Califor-

nia) in the state of Sinaloa, Mexico. Perla’s an-

cestors come from Mexico and Spain. Her fa-

ther’s cousin is the guitarist Carlos Santana.  

She was raised in the Catholic Church, and her 

family moved to Mexico City when she was 

nine. Perla immigrated to the US in 2006, first 

to Maryland and then to Raleigh in 2008.  She 

worked as a hair dresser in Mexico and hopes 

to resume that work in a few 

years; in the meantime, she is 

working as a store clerk.  

Perla and Joshua started at-

tending GSUCC in 2009 or 

2010. David and Perla wel-

comed the newest member of 

their family, Elise, into their 

family last October.   

 

Together, David and Perla en-

joy gardening, bird watching 

and attracting, hiking and cul-

tural attractions. Additionally, 

David enjoys music, swimming and reading; 

Perla enjoys making handicrafts and decorat-

ing. Both enjoy spending time with family and 

friends. 

 

David said that his family is very welcoming 

and accommodating: “We have people of many 

races, cultures, sexual orientations, political 

views and occupations. Very much like 

GSUCC!” We are so glad you are here, David, 

Perla, Joshua and Elise! 

MEET THE MEMBERS:  

THE PRODOEHL FAMILY By Lindsey Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Gordon Welles 

Finances First 
 

Offering Status as of July 31, 2014: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of July 31, 2014 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Does not include special capital expenses / special income 

Stewardship 

Although the Stewardship Ministry has not finalized its fall campaign to raise funds for our operating 

expenses for calendar year 2015, permit me, as Treasurer, to provide a perspective on your consid-
eration of future giving. 

Our established income projection for the current year is $183,420; included in that total is $156,000 
in pledges for 2014, $7,150 anticipated for the Harvest Fest fundraiser, $3,500 for building rental, 

and $15,300 anticipated in gifts from persons not currently pledging, primarily from visitors.  

The current circumstances are the following; although our pledging members have done very well in 

maintaining their commitments for this year, we do not anticipate coming very close at all on building 
rental, due to some unexpected cancellations. Although the Harvest Fest is a fun event, let no one 

think that a great deal of effort doesn’t go into its production each year; the Church Council openly 
considered the idea of a “year of rest,” if finances offered the opportunity. Finally, the actual results of 

the year to date on “loose offering” are about $3,000 short of projections; although we may see a 

Alert Us to Changes 
If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 

you have pledged for the year (up or down) please contact us: Gordon Welles 

(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!   
   

Thanks to all 

of you not only 

for your mone-

tary gifts but 

also for your 

gifts of time 

and talent. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Our September BirthdaysOur September BirthdaysOur September Birthdays   
 

1 Ashley Chapin 

3 John Young 

8 Davis Litzenberger 

14 Carmen Johnson 

15 Arthur Bouvier 

16 Pamela Lundin-Geyer 

23 Nancy Wrenn 

24 Lisa LaJoie 

26 Amy Murray 
 

If you have a 

birthday in Sep-

tember and it is not listed, please call 

(919) 481-1441 and let us know. 

By Karen Getz 

 Hats off to the women of GSUCC! Christian 

Education and Social 

Ministries would like 

to thank Women's Fel-

lowship for their role 

in making the School 

Kit Bag Project for 

Syrian children a suc-

cess! Kathy Boyer, 

Claire Jenkins, Mary Leong, Anne Mackie, Nan 

Nelson, Barb 

Newman, Maia 

Palango, Tammy 

Rowland and 

Margaret Shi-

mota   sewed all 

45 bags that will 

be stuffed with 

school supplies 

on September 

7th! (See Page 8) Thank you all so much for 

your hard work 

and dedication!  

We couldn't have 

done it without 

you! 

change in trend, my best guess is that we will 
end up at least short that amount by the end of 

December. 

My challenge to the congregation is to at least 

be ready to meet the goal of fully funding our 
current revenue projections for 2014 by pledges 

alone in 2015; this would amount to an increase 
in pledges overall of $13,650 or 9% more than 

was pledged in 2014. This increase in pledge to-
tal would allow us to move forward into the fu-

ture with confidence; any additional revenue 
from building rental or other sources would al-

low us to further expand our mission in the com-
munity. 

I challenge all of us to consider what each of us 
can do in the coming year. 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s 
budget or anything provided in this report, 

please contact me. 
 

Thank you, 

Gordon Welles     Email:  Treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 

 

Have you considered including 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

in your will? 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:Treasurer@gsucc.org
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Children  connecting with our future 

By Karen Getz 

 The School Kit Bags are ready for assembly!  

In keeping with the “Back-to-School” theme on 
September 7th, we will be assembling the school 

kit bags during Fellowship Time immediately fol-
lowing the worship service. All are welcome to 

assist - anyone who desires may participate, 
both kids and adults! It promises to be lots of 

fun, and it won't take long – probably less than 
30 minutes!  Once completed, these bags will be 

shipped to children in Syria so they have sup-
plies to support their educa-

tion.  So please join us in this 
worthwhile project – let's 

bring some smiles to children 
in Syria! Donations will be col-

lected to pay for the school 
supplies and also shipping 

costs to Syria. Your support is 
so much appreciated!  Thank 

you from Christian Education 
and Social Ministries.  

By Karen Getz 

 GSUCC is a safe-church. In keeping with 

“Safe Church” policy, we ask parents to sign 

permission slips to use children's photos that 

are taken during Sunday School and church 

activities. These photos 

may be displayed in the 

church or be published 

on our web site. Names 

of children will never be 

used. If you have not 

signed a permission slip, 

or if you have additional 

questions, please see 

Karen Getz. Thank you! 

By Karen Getz 

 It's that time of year once again! Sunday 

School resumes on September 7th for the older 

kids, grades 1st – 5th! We are so fortunate to 

have five wonderful teachers this year! Thanks 

so much to Lisa Mead, Kate Yuska, Annie Bu-

chanan, Debra Buchanan, and Chris Buchanan 

– they make our Christian Education Team 

complete! This year, we will once again be of-

fering different teaching rotations each Sunday.  

These rotations include arts and crafts, music, 

food, science, drama, movement, and/or games 

– truly something for everyone! We welcome all 

children to attend! Please contact Karen Getz at 

stevegetz@live.com or Lisa Mead at 

lisanoelle@gmail.com for more information. 

 Our 1st VBS with Covenant Christian Church 

was held at Covenant July 9-12, and was a huge 

success. Good Shepherd had 9 children attend. 

For three nights from 6-8 and on Saturday they 

had a great time meeting new friends and learn-

ing how to imagine, build and grow with God. 

Many thanks to our wonderful volunteers: 

Gordon Welles, Debra and Chris Buchanan, 

Marcia Young-Rodriquez, Karen Getz, Lisa and 

Matt Mead, Claire 

Jenkins, Margo Bu-

chanan and Miko 

Rodriquez. We are 

e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y 

looking forward to 

next year! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:stevegetz@live.com
mailto:lisanoelle@gmail.com
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By Karen Getz 

 Pre-school Sunday School teacher/childcare 

provider needed at Good Shepherd UCC in 

Cary. Pay - $12.50 per hour - guaranteed three 

hours each Sunday plus two hours planning at 

home. Hours 9 am- 12 noon. Total 14 hours per 

month. Responsibilities include childcare for 

Adult Sunday School (9 am - 10 am) and su-

pervision of Sunday School children for ages 3-

5 (10 am - 12 noon). Teacher will oversee Bible 

stories, songs, crafts, prayers and free play.  

Email Karen Getz at stevegetz@live.com or Lisa 

Mead at lisanoelle@gmail.com for more infor-

mation. To learn about the church go to 

www.gsucc.org. 

By Katherine Gleason 
 

 It’s been a great summer for the Youth 

Group. We’ve had some awesome God 

Talks with food, fellowship, and faith discus-

sions – thanks again to the Williams family 

for hosting us at their pool! We painted the 

Youth Room at High House, so now we’ve 

got a vibrant place for future meetings. And 

we had a well-attended workday at Dorcas 

on August 9. 

 For September, we’ll be kicking off our 

fall meetings with an ice cream social on 

Sep. 7, after church at High House. We’ll 

have a second meeting after church on Sep. 

21. Stay tuned for more details of our plans 

for the fall and spring! 

Communion  connecting with God 

By Linda Velto 
 

 Time and time again 

we hear how important 

music is in the worship 

life of Good Shepherd. 

The choir’s summer hia-

tus provided space for a 

variety of musical ex-

periences. A huge thank 

you goes out to every-

one who provided spe-

cial music during the 

summer. Our worship 

was made more meaningful through your willing-

ness to share your talents. 

 As the summer winds down and our programs 

get back into gear, the Music Ministry is looking 

for new members for our music program. If you 

enjoy singing or playing an instrument, consider 

joining the Choir or the Praise Team. 

 The Choir rehearses most Wednesday evenings 

(except when Praise Team meets) from 7:30-8:30 

PM. Rehearsals for the fall resume on August 27th. 

No audition is required, and you don’t even have 

to be able to read music. If you can sing by ear, 

you can sing here! While we hope that choir 

members will attend as often as possible, it is not 

essential to be at every practice to be part of this 

fun group! 

 The Praise Team rehearses one Wednesday per 

month from 7:00-8:15. If you play an instrument, 

or if you’re looking for an easier time commit-

ment, the Praise Team may be the place for you. 

 The Choir and Praise Team welcome new mem-

bers at any time of year. To get involved with the 

Music Ministry, talk to Chris Alberti, Carla Glea-

son, or Linda Velto. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.gsucc.org
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By Carla Gleason 

 The Music Committee continues working on the sup-
plemental songs to be added to our new hymnal.  We are 
now completing the collection of copyright costs from the 
copyright owners or agents, and will soon be narrowing 
down our final selections and preparing them for submis-
sion to the printer. 
 During September, we will need significant support 
from the congregation as we complete the copyright pur-
chase process and begin preparing our selections for the 
printer.  The time available is short, and we will also need 
help with the proofreading and layout process. If you can 
help us with these tasks, please contact any members of 
the Music Committee. 
 Finally, based on the selection input from the congre-
gation, and the information we will receive on the cost of 
the copyrights, we may want to consider expanding the 
hymnal from a 32 page supplement to a 64 page supple-
ment.  In order to do this, we will 
need to raise additional money 
above our original goal.  Please help 
us meet and exceed our goal, by 
completing a hymnal donor form 
available in the Narthex, or by con-
tacting one of the deacons. And re-
member that donors can use their 
gifts to dedicate hymnals in honor 
of or in memory of a loved one. 

for a new church home, are open to the idea of attending 
church regularly again. 

 

As you get back into a routine after summer activities, make it a 
point to invite at least one person to attend worship with you 
in the next few weeks.  More people would attend church if 
given one simple thing:  an invitation!  Take some of the church 
business cards with you (they are located on the table in the 
narthex) and hand them out to acquaintances.  Tell them why 
you like Good Shepherd UCC and let them know they will re-
ceive a warm welcome every Sunday! 

By Susie Oliver 
Many people may never visit our church because they have not 
been invited.  They may be hesitant to enter a place they know 
nothing about.  Potential visitors may think, “I’m not a mem-
ber, so I wouldn’t be welcome” or “I don’t know anything about 
that church—so I’m not taking a chance.” 
 

Here are a few interesting statistics on invitations: 

 82% of “unchurched” people are somewhat likely to attend 
church if invited. 

 Only 2% of church members invite an unchurched person 
to church. 

 A study of 15,000 adults revealed that at least half are will-
ing to receive information about a local church from a fam-
ily member, friend or neighbor. 

 62% of formerly churched adults, while not actively looking 

By Thelma Faulk 
 The 49th Annual Gathering of the Southern 

Conference was held at the Renaissance Hotel 
in Portsmouth, Virginia on June 26 and 27, 

2014.  The theme was, “Beyond the 4 Walls:  
Imagining the Possibilities” from Acts 17:24, 

“The God who made the world and everything 
in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does 

not live in temples built by human hands.” 
 Thursday morning we gathered  for a prayer 

walk around the harbor led by the Rev. Dr. 
John Meyers, Minister for Church Affairs, East-

ern Virginia Association. Several planned stops 
were made along the walk, prayers were of-

fered by individuals for the Southern Confer-
ence, the homeless, our men and women serv-

ing in the military, and the children of the 
world. 

 Chief Red Hawk opened the afternoon wor-
ship service with a traditional Indian prayer and 

the preacher was the Rev. Dr. Yvonne Delk who 
is celebrating 50 years in ministry and was the 

first African American woman to be ordained in 
the United Church of Christ (UCC). 

Our own Rev. Carla Gregg, President of the 
Southern Conference called the meeting to or-

der with business and annual reports. 
 At the Thursday evening banquet we en-

joyed a wonderful meal and were inspired by 
the Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III’s elegant preaching. 

He is the Senior Pastor at Trinity United Church 
of Christ in Chicago. His topic: “The Church is 

the problem and the Church is the solution.” 
 Friday morning began with opening devotion 

and a time of conference prayer led by Rev. 
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

Eddie Weather, Minister for Church Affairs Eastern 

North Carolina Association and other participants 

from Eastern Virginia. 

 The youth reported on their mission opportuni-

ties beyond the 4 walls. On Thursday they cleaned 

homes in an independent living facility and made 

and distributed survival bags to the homeless just 

outside the Renaissance Hotel. One youth re-

ported how she saw the love of Jesus in a resi-

dent; others told of the excitement the homeless 

persons expressed when they received their bags. 

 Good Shepherd and other churches were rec-

ognized for their participation in the UCC’s Five for 

Five offerings last year. These offerings are im-

portant to the outgoing mission and ministry of 

the church and information will be sent to local 

churches to ensure that they understand the im-

portance of these offerings. 

 During the budget discussion, it was noted that 

the Southern Conference is running a deficit but it 

is decreasing. A request for the 2015 treasurer’s 

report was made to include profit and loss state-

ments, balance sheets for the past years and to 

include financial history prior to the restructuring. 

It was also noted that the Southern Conference 

has a revolving line of credit with the Cornerstone 

Fund that assists with cash flow. 

The body passed two resolutions for our churches 

to consider: 

 Calling on General Synod 30th to support the 

resolution promoting renewable energy devel-

opment and implementation while banning un-

conventional shale gas extraction technology 

regionally and nationally. 

By Connie Hollemann 

You are cordially invited to come and see: 

 

“BLINKY & ME”   at Temple Beth Shalom,   

Saturday, August 23, at 5:30 PM 

5713 Yates Mill Pond Road, Raleigh, 27606 

 This is a moving untold story of an Australian 

animator, Yoram Gross, a Polish Holocaust survi-

vor and his eventual settlement in Australia as 

 To expand Medicaid in North Carolina and Vir-

ginia by accepting federal funds from the Af-

fordable Care Act. 

 The Pastoral Leadership Program (PLD) has 

undergone major changes. Regular classes will 

be replaced by online courses offered by the Mid-

America Center for Ministry through the Christian 

Church Disciples of Christ. Interested parties are 

to contact Rev. Margot Pickett by August 15, 

2014. 

 Several workshops were offered for the after-

noon session. I also attended the Southern Con-

ference and the United Church of Christ’s litiga-

tion against the state of North Carolina and 

Amendment One. It was discussed at length, and 

there was general agreement to continue the 

dialogue. 

 I also attended Advocacy in Legislature Voting 

Rights with Sandy Sorenson (UCC District of Co-

lumbia office). 

 The Rev. Dr. Carol Lytch, President of Lancas-

ter Theological Seminary, Lancaster Pennsylvania 

was the preacher for the closing worship. 

 A beautiful array of music was presented 

throughout the meeting; we enjoyed bluegrass, 

steel drums, the Southern Conference Choir and 

the Milton’s, who provided music for congrega-

tional singing of hymns, jazz, gospel and spiritual 

music. 

 General Synod 30 will be held in Cleveland, 

Ohio, June 26-30, 2015. 

 The Southern Conference will celebrate its 50th 

anniversary in Greensboro, North Carolina, June 

18-20, 2015 where it was formed from the 

Southern Synod, the Southern Convention of the 

Congregational and Christian Churches, and the 

Convention of the South. 

told through his and his teenage grandchildren’s 

eyes. 

 Following the movie (80 Minutes) there will be 

a discussion with Tomasz Magierski, the director. 

 Light refreshments will be served. 

    Eliane and Witold Urbanowicz 
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Soul Repair in the Triangle 

Thursday, 21 August, 2014 

6:30 - 9:30 PM 

Covenant Christian Church  

2911 SW Cary Parkway, Cary, NC 27513 

(Where West Chatham dead-ends into Cary Parkway) 

 

     A Soul Repair Center was formed in 2013 at Brite Divinity School at TCU led 

by Dr. Rita Brock who also co-authored the definitive book "Soul Repair" about 

what needs to be done to help returning military veterans with "moral injuries". 

These are different from PTSD with issues from the outside-in whereas moral inju-

ries come from the inside-out when lifetime norms are disrupted or corrupted. The 

Veterans' Administration recognizes that the faith community is needed to help 

with moral injuries, especially where a large percentage of the current 22 veteran 

suicides a day have a moral injury component.  

     A first Regional Soul Repair Conference was successfully hosted by Triangle 

area churches in March 2014, and this "One-Night-Stand-Down" seeks to invigo-

rate our local churches and veteran organizations. Please come/bring a friend. (no 

charge) 

 

 Welcome and Introduction  --  Bob Kennel (Covenant) 

 Soul Repair Overview  --  Lynn Newsom (Quaker House) 

 PBS Documentary Including significant clips from Triangle 

 Skyped Welcome --  Rita Brock (Soul Repair Center) 

 Responses from Veterans -- Veterans for Peace, Others 

 Current Activities with VA in Durham  --  Greg Brown 

 Local Church Responses from March Meeting -- Ministers 

 Future Activities --  All 
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 

Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg 

Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 

Moderator: Rob Lundin 

Secretary: Robin Miller 

Pianist: Linda Velto 

Choir Director: Carla Gleason 

Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 

Custodian: Mary Snyder 

Newsletter Editor: Nanette Nelson 
 

Office Hours: 

Senior Pastor: W 10am — 2pm 

Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9am — 12pm FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

By Linda Velto 

The Cary CROP Walk, sponsored by Church 

World Service for hunger relief, will be held on 

Sunday, October 5th. Due to other events in 

the life of the congregation, Good Shepherd 

will not organize a group of walkers this year. 

However, you can still participate as an indi-

vidual or sponsor other walkers. Visit the Cary 

C R O P  W a l k  w e b s i t e  h t t p : / /

h u n g e r . c w s g l o b a l . o r g / s i t e / T R ?

fr_id=19857&pg=entry to find out how. 

By Dave Stonefield 

 The below picture is from our 2013 mission trip 

to West Virginia. Members of Good Shepherd team 

are working on the railing as part of our renovation 

of the house. You can be in next year’s picture by 

joining us on our 2015 mission trip. Our mission 

trips are intergenerational for anyone over 13.  We 

need both skilled and unskilled people to work on 

home repairs. 

 We are in the process of planning the trip and 

have invited Covenant Christian Church to join us.  

Our past four trips have been to the Appalachian 

South Folklife Center in Pipestem, WV. In 2015, we 

are looking at going to Johns River Valley Camp in 

western North Carolina. It is a United Church of 

Christ facility that runs youth camps during July, 

so we are planning our trip for August 2nd to the 

8th. Based on past trips we expect it will cost ap-

proximately $400 per participant . We are planning 

to charge $200 tuition and raise the additional 

funds needed for the trip through several activi-

ties. If you can’t go on the trip with us you will 

have opportunities to support the participants. 

 For all those interested in joining us, or just 

want to know more about the trip, we are planning 

an infor-

mation 

meeting 

for Mon-

day, Sep-

tember 29, 

at 7 pm in 

the sanc-

tuary. 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 
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