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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

Good Shepherd 
United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road, Cary, NC 27513 
 

Intergenerational Sunday School and Adult Study: Sunday 9 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship and Child Care:  10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School Classes for Children age 3 – grade 5:  10:45 a.m. 
Wednesday Choir Rehearsal:  7:30 p.m. 

“Growing in Faith”         October 12 – November 2 
 Our church is a living, breathing organism.  In a symbolic sense it is very 

much like a tree, which is why the Stewardship Ministry felt it was appropriate 

to use this concept as our theme for this year’s financial campaign for support 

of Good Shepherd in calendar year 2015. 

 Our church has “roots,” symbolically, in the Congregational, Christian, 

Evangelical and Reformed Churches, and also its very own roots; GSUCC was 

“planted” as a new congregation by a group of intrepid souls, led by Pastor Ed 

Rawls, back in 1987.  In our first Sunday’s presentation, one of our members 

who was involved in the early days of our church will speak to what that activ-

ity was like, and how the experience has informed their 

faith. 

 Every tree shows new growth, as it welcomes the 

spring; our community glo- ries in these tender shoots, rep-

resented in our children and youth.  Some of our newer mem-

bers will reflect on how Good Shepherd impacts the life of their 

children, and their sense of family. 

 We also see ourselves as a church that, as it matures, 

“branches out,” demonstrat- ing though our deeds in the wider 

world what it means for us to follow Christ.  A member will 

reflect on how our community empowers them to carry God’s Word into the 

world through action. 

 Finally, we come to the harvest, gathering fruit from the tree in the fall, a 

bounty that nourishes us all. 

 As we experience this season, I ask that you ponder all the ways in which 

our congregation has showered goodness on each of us.  We are called to 

share our time, talent and treasure with this community to further its growth, 

allowing us to spread the Good News to others, both near and far.  Does your 

sharing of treasure truly reflect the blessings God, and this community, “the 

body of Christ,” has bestowed on you? 

 Please pray on this in the coming weeks. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Karen Getz 

The exciting Harvest Festival is almost upon us!  
Don't worry, kids – we have things for you to do 

while your parents enjoy the evening bidding on 
their favorite auction items!  Here is the sched-

ule of children's events: 
 5-6 pm – Face painting and tattoos in the 

large SS room 
 6-6:30 pm – Dinner in the SS room 

 6:30-7 pm – Organized carnival games with 

the Youth members 
 7-8 pm – Popcorn 

and a movie 
Childcare will be avail-

able for children ages in-
fant - 5th grade in the 

Education Building from 
5 pm – 8 pm. 

GSUCC’s 4th 
Annual Harvest Fest  
is only days away! 

Saturday, October 18th 
By Carolyn Lundin 

 Doors will open at 5 PM with seating for our 
delicious Turkey Dinner beginning at 5:30. The 

dinner will be served family style at 6 PM by 
members of our Youth Group. 

 Tickets are available, $12 for adults, $5 for 
children 3-10 years old, at the church office as 

well as after worship services on Sundays. Chil-
dren younger than 3 years eat for free. Special 

activities will be offered for the children with 
childcare provided in the Education Building. 

 Don’t hesitate to pick up a few extra tickets to 
sell to others. This is a great chance to invite 

friends and family to enjoy an evening of fun 
while helping Good Shepherd raise funds that are 

crucial for supporting our ministries and mis-
sions. Ten percent of our proceeds will be do-

nated to the Carying Place here in our Cary com-
munity. 

 To help defray the cost of the meal, we need 
some good people to pluck a feather or two from 
our Harvest Fest Turkey. Please select items that 

you’d like to purchase and donate. Your contribu-
tions are due at the church kitchen by Sunday, 

October 12th so the ingredients will be available 
when the sides are prepared during the week. 

 Sign-up sheets will abound for shoppers and 
cooks over the next week or two – there’s some-

thing for everyone! You’ll find sheets in the nar-
thex for these activities: 

 Volunteers to help with food preparation 

throughout the week leading up to the Big 
Night. 

 Turkey foster families to pick-up a turkey kit 

at 5 PM on Friday evening – brine, aromatics, 

tubs, and bird! The turkeys are to be brined 
overnight, and roasted, in time to be deliv-

ered to the church at 5 PM on Saturday. 
 Cooks to heat up the prepared pans of food 

Saturday afternoon and deliver them piping 

hot to the church between 5:00 
and 5:30 PM. 

 Those who are new to Good 
Shepherd may be surprised that this is such a 

tremendous effort. It is also tremendous fun 
and we hope that you’ll enjoy helping when and 

where you’re able. 
 Each ministry is doing a terrific job managing 

their particular aspects of this year’s Harvest 
Fest – publicity, tickets, crafts sale, auction … 

 Speaking of which, we’ve received many 
wonderful items for auction! Be sure to check 

out GSUCC’s website to see photos and descrip-
tions of some of the offerings. This is a work in 

progress so it’s not too late to send photos with 
a brief description of additional auction items to 

Jon Scarantino at webmaster@gsucc.org. 
 Questions about this year’s Harvest Fest may 

be directed to Carolyn Lundin or Gail Stonefield. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.gsucc.org/News-Events/Shepherd-s-News/Harvest-Fest-Auction-Items.aspx
mailto:webmaster@gsucc.org
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A Light Unto My Path 

By Carla Gregg 
 

 Guide Me O Thy Great Jehovah, Be Thou My 
Vision, and Have Thine Own Way Lord are just a 

few of the old hymns that relate our desire for 
God’s guidance in our lives.  Which way God? 

What next God? One of the ways that we seek 
that guidance is through the sacred texts of the 

Bible.  I recently shared with Church Council a 
question that was presented to me: What scrip-

tures guide your church?  The Council’s 
“homework” for this month is to ponder the 

question and bring what they think to be a fit-
ting scripture to our next meeting.  We’ll see if 

any one picks the same or if there is a theme we 
can discern or if we seem to be going in multiple 

directions at once.  At least one person thought 
we should share the question with the whole 

congregation, so here’s your chance!  What do 

you think is a guiding scripture for our congre-
gation? 

 Quite honestly, UCCers don’t tend to be the 
most biblically literate folks or they want to hold 

the Bible at arm’s length because they have 
seen the ways it has been used as a weapon.  

But we don’t have to relegate the Bible to oth-
ers.  We can sit down with it, get to know it,  

and when necessary, wrestle with it like Jacob, 
till it offers us a blessing. 

 As we engage our sacred texts and think 
about who we are as a congregation, what 

verses of scripture are helping to guide us in our 
understanding and vision?  If you have an idea 

of a theme or part of a verse, use this website 
to help you locate the scripture https://

www.biblegateway.com/keyword/  If you’re 
looking for some general information about the 

B ib l e ,  t r y  t h i s  webs i t e :  h t tp : / /
www.enterthebible.org  If you want to think 

more deeply about scripture and faith, join the 
Living the Questions class.  This fall, between 

scripture readings in worship, we will continue to 
sing, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a 

light unto my path.”  With our lamps lit, we will 
continue the journey together and with God. 

Covenant  connecting with each other 

By Kathy Boyer 
 

 Women’s Fellowship 

gathered in September to 

sort and price items do-

nated to the annual Harvest 

Fest’s craft/gift sale.  We 

are off to a great start.  We will still accept items 

up until Sunday, October 12. 

 Our October event is the Women’s Retreat on 

October 3-5, but we will most likely meet again, 

closer to the Harvest Fest to set up our craft 

shop.  Keep watching for 

announcements in church 

or email blasts for more in-

formation.  Contact Kathy 

Boyer with questions 

nckathyb@aol.com. 

By Lindsey Kearns 

 Make sure that you keep up to date with all 

of the latest GSUCC news by following our 

Facebook page!  (www.facebook.com/

GSUCCCaryNC). The Outreach Ministry wants to 

ensure that the general public can see what's 

going on in the life of our church - and keep 

GSUCC members informed at the same time. 

 And, the more you interact with the GSUCC 

page, the better!  Feel free to tag, comment, 

check in, and post to the page.  If you have any 

photos from an event that would be good to 

post, feel free to send them to Lindsey Kearns 

(lindseykearns@yahoo.com). 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/keyword/
https://www.biblegateway.com/keyword/
http://www.enterthebible.org
http://www.enterthebible.org
mailto:nckathyb@aol.com
http://www.facebook.com/GSUCCCaryNC
http://www.facebook.com/GSUCCCaryNC
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
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THE RETREAT IS HERE!!! 

FRIDAY- SUNDAY, OCT. 3-5, 2014  
By Charlotte Speltz 

 

“Finding OUR STORY in the story of Ruth and 

Naomi: Moments in Every Woman’s 

Life” [from Joan Chittister’s book  

The Story of Ruth (2000) and  

Ruth Ch. 1 – 4 in the Bible] 

 “I’m so excited!”  “I can’t wait!” “How long can 

we stay?”  These are comments from the twenty 

women from GSUCC who are “retreating” to Trin-

ity Center, Salter Path, NC, from Friday night 

through Sunday.  Everyone is looking forward to 

“relaxing”, “reflecting”, and “re-creating” during 

this time together. 

 All participants have received a site map, and 

are signed up for carpools.  Actually, the RETREAT 

begins when everyone gets in their cars! After 

By Jean Miller 

Our beautiful church and grounds need some TLC 

and we will be gathering this Fall to provide that 

TLC. The Properties Ministry is having 2 workdays 

this Fall. The first one will be Saturday, Oct. 11, 

from 9am-1pm. We will be focusing on weeding, 

mulching, and general cleanup.  A nice lunch will 

be provided by our wonderful Fellowship Commit-

tee. We will also be hosting a second workday Sat-

urday, Nov. 8, from 9am-4pm. On Nov. 8, we are 

planning to remove the old landscape mulch on the 

playground and lay down a new layer of landscape 

fabric and mulch. In addition to the playground 

work, we have a number of other tasks that we 

would like to get done. Again Fellowship will pro-

vide lunch for us. We ask you to contribute your 

time and energy if at all possible to both work-

days—our church is 

large and so are our 

grounds. Also these 

workdays provide a 

nice opportunity to 

get to know other 

church members and 

are enjoyable. Thank 

you in advance for 

eating together wherever they choose, they will 

unload after 6 p.m.   

 An Arrival Gathering begins at 8 p.m. in the 

Small Lounge and continues until ALL have ar-

rived! Two additional rooms have become avail-

able, making 10, so that only two women will be 

in each room. 

 Although keys must be turned in and rooms 

vacated at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday following wor-

ship at the Beach Pavilion, women are WEL-

COME to stay and enjoy the beach throughout 

the day! They may request a “day pass” at no 

charge at the Point of Arrival. This allows them 

to use the Trinity Center area, public restrooms 

and changing rooms on the beach for as long as 

they want. They should NOTIFY FAMILIES when 

they expect to return home!! 

 Several women gave scholarships to help de-

fray the cost of others who wanted to go. 

Women’s Fellowship is very grateful to them.  

The cost of materials and handouts, however, 

was not included in the $167. Any woman who 

wishes to help cover those costs should contact 

Women’s Fellowship Co-chairs Carolyn Lundin 

and Kathy Boyer. 

Open and Affirming Conversation II: 

Personal Stories 

By Barb Eilers 

On October 12, following worship, a light lunch 

will be served and childcare will be provided as 

we explore the meaning of “Open and Affirm-

ing.” We invite you to join us for a time of 

hearing personal stories from the LGBTQ com-

munity and other marginalized groups.  More 

details to come.  For questions or comments 

about the Open and Affirming process please 

contact one of the committee members: Chris 

Alberti, Kathy Boyer, Barb Eilers, Jean Miller, 

or Linda Velto. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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 Bill and Leslie Cole have been attending Good 

Shepherd for over 13 years. They chose this 

church because, “We were both looking for a 

community of faith that was progressive in the 

realm of human rights and inclusive Christianity.”   

Like many of our members they do not come 

specifically from a UCC background. They have 

both been part of the Methodist Church and also 

attended Lutheran services. Compared to most 

people now living in the Cary area, they have 

lived here for a long time—

over 20 years! They are both 

from rural west central Indi-

ana (Prairie Creek/Jasonville). 

Prior to North Carolina, they 

lived in Cleveland OH, Bristol 

TN, San Diego CA, and San 

Antonio TX. 

 Bill comes from a large 

family with five other siblings, 

two of whom live in the local 

area. Leslie has a brother in 

Cincinnati and a sister in Philadelphia.  

 Bill has an engineering degree, and has been 

in the computer consulting business for most of 

his career. He started and operated a consulting 

business for ten years, and since has worked as 

an independent consultant. He is mulling retire-

ment at the moment. Leslie has a business de-

gree, and after spending ten years as an at-

home mother for their three children, entered 

the teaching field. She has been teaching for the 

last ten years and presently teaches business 

classes at Fuquay Varina High School. 

 Bill has a tendency to collect hobbies, includ-

ing amateur radio, beekeeping and more. Bill is a 

cat collector. This has sometimes gone to the ex-

treme, but he is presently “limited” to three cats 

and a salt-water aquarium. Bill is involved with 

Intergenerational Sunday school class, is a mem-

ber of the Property Ministry, has served as a re-

source for our church office with computers and 

equipment, and has taught a beekeeping class at 

GSUCC.  And you probably recognize his name 

because he’s the one who sends out the GSUCC 

Weekly Devotion email.   

Leslie enjoys volunteering with 

the church, and is anticipating 

future retirement and grand-

children. Leslie has worked in 

most of the committees within 

GSUCC. She presently works 

on counting the offering on 

Sundays and serves on the 

Safe Church Response Team.  

Bill and Leslie have three chil-

dren who have grown up at 

GSUCC, but whom we only see 

at Easter and Christmas Eve since they moved 

away from Cary. Carolyn graduated from UNC Wil-

mington two years ago with a degree in psychol-

ogy. She works in Wilmington for Easter Seals of 

NC helping adults with developmental disabilities 

find jobs. John is a student at Cape Fear Commu-

nity College in Wilmington, majoring in science. 

He and Carolyn live together. Thomas is a junior 

at East Carolina University and hopes to get ac-

cepted into their nursing program. 

 The Coles have contributed significantly to 

GSUCC, many times working quietly in the back-

ground. They are an asset to our congregation, 

and we appreciate their involvement. 

MEET THE MEMBERS:  

THE COLES By Daniel Edwards 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Gordon Welles 

Finances First 
 

Offering Status as of August 31, 2014: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of August 31, 2014 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Does not include special capital expenses / special income 
 
 
 

 
 

Additional Stewardship Thoughts 

Please read and consider the primary article on the 2014 stewardship campaign on the front page of 
this newsletter. 

Given my role as Stewardship Co-Chair and Treasurer, I have decided to use this space for a more 
personal message. 

While I have always found it a little dangerous to use the word “family” to describe our church com-
munity, given the negative connotations that term can have for far too many people, I can’t come up 

with a better one.  When Nan and I arrived here three years ago, each of us left behind longstanding 
familial and community arrangements; Good Shepherd has filled a huge void in our lives that was cre-

ated by our move.  There is something special about our church – it is a fellowship that accepts peo-
ple as they are, as pilgrims on life’s journey, and which inspires and challenges us to live out more 

fully the Gospel message.  We have found a new home. I doubt if I could ever adequately reflect in 
my giving its value in my life; without question, Good Shepherd deserves my strong financial support, 

Alert Us to Changes 
If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 

you have pledged for the year (up or down) please contact us: Gordon Welles 

(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!   
   

Thanks to all 

of you not only 

for your mone-

tary gifts but 

also for your 

gifts of time 

and talent. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Our October BirthdaysOur October BirthdaysOur October Birthdays   
 

3 Chris Alberti 
3 Carolyn Lundin 

6 Sonja Bedi 
7 Karen Getz 

8 Stephanie Snyder 
10 David Prodoehl 

14 Zoe Fitzpatrick 
15 Susie Oliver 

17 Charlotte Speltz 
19 Andrea Bedi 

22 Megan McElroy 

23 Leah Vaughan 
24 Jean Miller 

27 Hannah Mei 
29 Alexis Rice 

30 John Speltz 
 

If you have a birthday in October and it 
is not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 

and let us know. 

By Lisa Mead 

 Two separate “Let's Go!” events occurred in 

this past month. On August 23rd the Starrlight 
Mead Brewing Company in Pittsboro was sched-

uled. The turnout was terrific  with approxi-
mately 21 folks attending - a fun time was had 

by all! Following the meadery tour, the group 
ate dinner at The Carolina Brewery. 

 Also, on September 6 a gathering was held at 
Jordan Lake for those interested in boating and 

tubing. It lasted well into the evening, with ap-
proximately 14 people attending. The weather 

was terrific and those who attended had a won-
derful time!  If you 

have ideas for future 
"Let's Go" events, 

please contact Lisa 
Mead; you do not 

have to host it, but 
suggestions are al-

ways welcome. 

and in whatever other ways I can offer it.  As 
has been my practice every year, I will be set-

ting aside time to pray on my pledge decision. 

Thank you, 

Gordon Welles     Email:  Treasurer@gsucc.org 
 

Have you considered including 
Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

in your will?  

By Sue Rice 

 The Book Club is meeting 

on October 28, at 7:00, at High 

House. We are reading Unbroken: 

A World War II Story of Survival, 

Resilience, and Redemption by 

Ellen Hillenbrand. It is the true 

story of Louie Zamperini who was in the Berlin 

Olympics and was a POW of the Japanese in World 

War II. Zamperini died this past July at the age of 

97. His story is being made into a movie that is 

scheduled to be released on Christmas Day.  

 As we begin our new year of meetings and 
gatherings at High House, we need to have 

some guidelines regarding the food, drinks and 
condiments stored in the High House Refrigera-

tor and cupboards.  There is no one committee 
that oversees the kitchen at High House, though 

plenty of us use it and food seems to get over-
looked. 

 If you have leftovers and want to save them 

for your next gathering, label them. 
 If you are stocking the refrigerator for an up-

coming gathering, label them. 
 Anything not marked will be considered open 

for consumption or disposal depending on 

expiration date. 
 There will be a Sharpie available to mark your 

items and a list on the door where you may list 
items that you are un-

able to mark. 
 Thank you for helping 

us to be better stewards 
of God’s environment 

and avoid waste. 

If you have any questions about the church’s 

budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:Treasurer@gsucc.org
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Communion  connecting with God 

By Larry Dickinson 
 Live The Questions Rather Than  

Conform to the Answers 

 

LIVING THE QUESTIONS 2.0 – A weekly 

Small Group Study – Thursdays 7:30pm-9:00pm 

@ High House 

 

 Have you ever wanted a safe environment 

where you can ask tough questions about our 

faith? Those questions you’ve always wanted to 

ask, but have been afraid to voice for fear of be-

ing thought a heretic? “Is the creation story really 

a literal history lesson?”  “How can I understand 

the story of the virgin birth?”   

 We all have questions, even if we don’t discuss 

them out loud. Living the Questions is a weekly 

adult small group study where we can gather in 

faith, safely share our questions and together 

seek meaning from God. Harrell Beck  said 

“Wisdom is asking questions for which there are 

no answers.” Bump up your faith wisdom by join-

ing us for this study group on Thursday nights, 

starting October 16th.  

 Living the Questions is a 21-week DVD and 

web-based small group study exploring beyond 

the traditions and rote theologies in which so 

many people and local churches seem to be stuck.  

Ideal for Christian invitation, initiation and spiri-

tual formation, Living the Questions will help 

seekers and "church alumni/ae" alike in discover-

ing the significance of Christianity in the 21st 

Century and what a meaningful faith can look like 

in today's world. 

 

Session Themes: 

 The format of each session includes a video, 

guided discussion, spiritual exercises and Bible 

study.  The 20 minute videos for each session 

include conversation, sermon clips, lecture ex-

cerpts, and spiritual exercises for practical appli-

cations (including different forms of prayer and 

meditation, movement, walking the labyrinth, 

etc). The overall theme is that of faith as a jour-

ney, not a destination. 

 For more information, or to sign up, contact 

Larry Dickinson  (919) 271-4813 

Larry.Dickinson@3FLLC.com.  Also check out  

www.livingthequestions.com for additional back-

ground materials and resources. This study 

group will start October 16th, and meet 7:30-

9:00 pm on Thursdays at High House.  

Invitation to Journey 
1. An Invitation to Journey 
2. Taking the Bible    
    Seriously 
3. Thinking Theologically 
4. Stories of Creation 

5. Lives of Jesus 
6. A Passion for Christ:  
    Paul 
7. Out into the World:  
    Challenges Facing       
    Progressive Christians 

Honoring Creation 
8.  Restoring Relationships 
9.   The Prophetic Jesus 
10. Evil, Suffering & A God  
      of Love 
11. The Myth of  
      Redemptive Violence 
12. Practicing Resurrection 
13. Debunking the Rapture 
14. Honoring Creation   
Call to Covenant 
15. A Kingdom without  
      Walls 

16. Social Justice:  
      Realizing God’s Vision 
17. Incarnation: Divinely   
      Human 
18. Prayer: Intimacy with  
      God 
19. Compassion: The  
      Heart of Jesus’ Ministry 
20. Creative  
      Transformation  
21. Embracing Mystery  

Date   Session 
10/16/14  Session 1   
10/23/14  Session 2  
10/30/14  Session 3  

11/06/14  Session 4  
11/13/14  Session 5  
11/20/14  Session 6  
11/27/14  Thanksgiving 
12/04/14  Session 7  
Holiday Break 
01/08/15  Session 8  

01/15/15  Session 9  
01/22/15  Session 10  

01/29/15  Session 11  
02/05/15  Session 12  
02/12/15  Session 13  
02/19/15  Session 14  

02/26/15  Session 15  
03/05/15  Session 16  
03/12/15  Session 17  
03/19/15  Session 18  
03/26/15  Session 19  
04/02/15  Session 20 
Easter Week Break 

04/09/15  Session 21  

Thursdays 7:30-9:00 pm  at High House 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:dickinsonl@asme.org
http://www.livingthequestions.com
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Children  connecting with our future 

By Karen Getz 

 Christian Education is very excited to an-

nounce that we have hired our Preschool Sunday 
School Teacher – Sally Johnson!  Sally was very 

pleased to have been selected for this position 
and we know that she will bring much enthusi-

asm and energy to our CE program! 
 Here's what Sally has to say:  “I'm so excited 

to be the new Preschool Sunday School Teacher!  
I love working with kids and the excitement they 

bring to the table.  I'm currently a junior at Cary 
High School where I enjoy participating in thea-

ter and chorus. I can't wait to get to know our 
children better!” 

 Christian Education has also hired a perma-
nent substitute who will fill in when any of our 

other three childcare workers are unable to at-
tend on a Sunday.  We are very pleased that 

Tracy Atencio has accepted the substitute posi-
tion!  Tracy works from home for Cisco as an 

Instructional Designer, has a Master of Educa-
tion degree, along with past teaching experi-
ence. 

 Welcome, Sally and Tracy – we are so 
pleased to have you on board! 

By Karen Getz 

 Starting on Sunday, October 5, childcare 

will be available for those parents of young 
children who would like to attend the Intergen-

By Katherine Gleason 
 

 The Youth Group had some productive 

meetings in September and we’ve got big 
plans for the fall! We will have a meeting after 

church on October 12, at High House. We will 
be helping out at the Harvest Festival on Octo-

ber 18, serving food and entertaining the kids 
with games. On October 25, we’ll have our an-

nual Pumpkin Carving at High House starting 
at 5:30pm. On Sunday, October 26, we will 

head to the State Fair after church!! 
 October will also mark the return of the 

Greens Sale! Start thinking about what sort of 
wreaths and garlands you will need to deco-

rate for Christmas! The Greens Sale is the 
Youth Group’s major fundraiser, and this year 

our proceeds will be helping Youth Group 
members go to the 2015 Winter Youth Retreat. 

Stay tuned for further announcements! 

erational Sunday School Class  The class meets 
at 9am for morning refreshments at our High 

House location – class discussion starts at 
9:15am.  Childcare for ages infant - 5th grade 

will take place on-site in the newly painted 
Youth room.  If you plan to bring your child, 

please inform Karen Getz before Oct. 5 – we 
want to be sure to have age-appropriate activi-

ties available.  Thank you! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

By Dave Sniffin 
 This is a friendly reminder to all who are inter-

ested in serving our community by helping to 

build homes in partnership with Habitat for Hu-

manity of Wake County. We have one more work-

day coming up on Saturday, October 25. You 

should plan to arrive at Sovereign Grace Church 

in Apex between 8:00 and 8:15 a.m. to sign in 

and hear a brief safety talk before walking a few 

short blocks to the construction site. Bring your 

own lunch and a refillable water bottle. The work-

day will end at 3:30. Go here to sign up:  http://

habitatwake.volunteerhub.com/Events/Event/

S u m m a r y . a s p x ?

EventID=1744761 

 If you have any 

questions please contact 

Dave Sniffin at 919-469

-1553. 

By Carla Gregg 

 Following worship on November 16, Aly 
Breisch, parish nurse at United Church in Chapel 

Hill, will present a program on faith and mental 
health.  This presentation is part of an effort by 

deacons and social ministry to raise our aware-
ness about mental illness and learn about how 

the church can play a positive role in addressing 
mental health issues. 

By Karen Getz 

 The GSUCC School Bag Kit Project was a 

great success!  With all the help and support 
from the entire congregation, we were able to 

assemble 52 bags to be sent to refugee chil-
dren!   

 This was truly an entire church effort – all 52 
bags were assembled in about 20 minutes by 

GSUCC members of all ages, including many 
children!  Women's Fellowship sewed all 52 

bags (along with the Fellowship ladies men-
tioned in last month's article, we also thank Lo-

lita Sweet, Kathi Lovelady's mother, who sewed 
bags at home at help reach our goal)!  Our 

generous congregation donated $300 toward 
this project - along with our $250 grant from 

Church World service, we had a total of $550 to 
spend on school supplies and shipping.   

 Church World Service estimated that each 
bag would cost approximately $17 to make and 

ship – because we found such wonderful back-
to-school sales and all fabric bags were sewn 

with donated material, the 52 bags were as-
sembled for about $5 per bag!  Shipping and 

supplies for our 52 bags cost approximately 
$395.  With our left-over funds, we were able 

return almost $155 back to Church World Ser-
vice.  These extra funds were donated to assist 

with processing and shipping costs for other 
churches who participate in this program but 

run short on processing/shipping funds.  
 Cindy Watson, who is employed by Church 

World Service, has this to say about GSUCC  – 
she is commenting on a report that was sent 

about our involvement with this worthwhile 
project: 

 Our “story” has been published on the 
Church World Service site.  Go here to  see how 

this project made a difference in the lives of 
others.  Thank you so much for your generosity 

and support! 

“Thanks so much for the article and photos.  I've 
forwarded them on for web posting to our kit sto-
ries page and am looking forward to having your 
congregation's wonderful story added to help in-
spire other congregations.  I was amazed to read 
how your entire congregation got involved, from 
the Women's Fellowship sewing the bags to con-
tributions from members and participation by the 
congregation in assembling the bags in 20 min-
utes. Wow!   
 Please share with your congregation how ap-
preciative we are of their generosity and caring for 
others. Thank you!” 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://habitatwake.volunteerhub.com/Events/Event/Summary.aspx?EventID=1744761
http://habitatwake.volunteerhub.com/Events/Event/Summary.aspx?EventID=1744761
http://habitatwake.volunteerhub.com/Events/Event/Summary.aspx?EventID=1744761
http://habitatwake.volunteerhub.com/Events/Event/Summary.aspx?EventID=1744761
http://habitatwake.volunteerhub.com/Events/Event/Summary.aspx?EventID=1744761
http://www.cwsglobal.org/newsroom/news-features/good-shepherd-ucc.html
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ergy usage in a myriad of ways, they can drive 
less, write your representatives, or divest from 

fossil fuels just to name a few. These actions 
are especially important in America where we 

have the highest carbon emission levels on a 
per person basis in the world. If we open our 

hearts and minds to new ways of doing things, 
we can solve this problem and move into a bet-

ter future that God wants for all people. 

By Jean Miller 

 This is a hopeful time for people who love 

Creation. Last month there was a gathering of 
world leaders at the UN in NY to discuss climate 

change. The UN Secretary General Ban-Ki Moon 
has challenged world leaders to bring bold ideas 

and solutions to the gathering. Just prior to the 
gathering on Sunday, Sept 21, 2014, was the 

largest climate march to date. For the Peoples 
Climate March in NYC an estimated 310,000-

400,000 people gathered and marched through 
the city to urge leaders to take action to elimi-

nate carbon pollution; people around the globe 
gathered in their own cities to march and call for 

solutions to climate change. People turned out in 
large numbers, all hopeful their leaders will re-

spond to this call and challenge. 
 “We are on a cusp of a global transition to a 

new, safe energy economy. We must support our 
leaders to make the correct moral choices.  

Freeze further exploration for new fossil fuels”, 
states the Archbishop Desmond Tutu. He believes 

that climate change is the biggest human rights 
challenge of our time because it disproportion-

ately affects the poor. He is optimistic though 
that we can rise to this challenge and all be part 

of the solution. 
 Although finding solutions to carbon pollution 

may seem daunting, none of us is too small to be 
part of the solution. In fact, the most important 

approach to the solution is from the bottom up—
no world leader will do it for us.  All of our indi-

vidual actions contribute incrementally to the so-
lution.  For example, individuals can decrease en-

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

By Nan Alberti 

Good Shepherd UCC and Covenant Christian 

are teaming together for a mission trip. August 

2-8, 2015 will be the week we will be working. 

More information will follow in the future. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
http://vols.pt/vZpRif

