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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road, Cary, NC 27513 

 

Intergenerational Sunday School and Adult Study: Sunday 9 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship and Child Care:  10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School Classes for Children age 3 – grade 5:  10:45 a.m. 
Wednesday Choir Rehearsal:  7:30 p.m. 

If you are unable to go out of town to 

be with family, or even if your family is 

coming in town to be with you, all are 

welcomed. Last minute change of plans 

are also welcomed, no reservations 

needed. 

 

Bring a favorite dish or two from your 

traditional Thanksgiving meal, or any 

dish that means “Thanksgiving” to you.  

Meet us at church at 1:00 PM on Thurs-

day, November 27. We’ll plan to eat 

about 1:30 PM after everyone has ar-

rived. 

 

A sign-up sheet will be available in the Narthex, just so we have an idea 

of how many people are interested. If you know what you will bring, you 

may list that also so that others can decide what may be missing that 

they would like to contribute.   

 

For more information, contact Kathy Boyer at 919-460-8146, 

nckathyb@aol.com. 

Please join us for our 
Annual Thanksgiving 

Potluck Feast.  
 

Day: Thursday 
November 27th 

 
Time: Gather 1:00 PM 

Blessing and Feast 1:30 PM   
 

Place: GSUCC Sanctuary 
 

Attire: Elastic waistbands 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:nckathyb@aol.com
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TheTheThe   
Pastor’s CornerPastor’s CornerPastor’s Corner   

 

By Carla Gregg 
 

 I have been selected to be a part of Clergy Mak-

ing a Place: Early Career Pastors as Generative 

Community Leaders, an initiative of the Wake Forest 

University School of Divinity (WFUSD).  This two 

year program includes meetings with other pastors 

as well as civic and business leaders along the I-40 

corridor in North Carolina   According to the pro-

gram description, each Meeting will “focus on a 

pressing social concern that has an impact on com-

munity flourishing in the I-40 corridor (e.g. health 

care, poverty and economic justice, unemployment 

and regional economic renewal, education, hunger 

and food access, immigration and racial jus-

tice).  Learning opportunities with civic, business, 

and regional experts on these issues will be paired 

with opportunities for worship, spiritual renewal, 

and peer reflection on vocational and professional 

identity.”  In addition the program includes a study 

trip to Nicaragua in 2016.   
 

 Our first meeting on Nov 13-15 will address 

healthcare.  Please share with me your concerns, 

questions, comments, etc. about healthcare in our 

community and in our state, and I will incorporate 

them into the learning process.  As GSUCC seeks to 

be in ministry beyond our doors, it is my hope that 

this program will assist us in engaging the pressing 

issues for the people of Cary and the surrounding 

area.  
 

Peace, 
 

Covenant  connecting with each other 

In our second conversation we heard speak-
ers from the lesbian, gay, HIV positive and 

physically disabled communities. Their personal 
stories demonstrated experiences of church re-
jection and gestures of caring that were actually 

offensive. The speakers shared why they felt go-
ing through the ONA process would help a con-
gregation to understand and live out an extrava-

gant welcome. When one speaker searched the 
web for churches welcoming of all, Good Shep-
herd did not appear on the list. Another speaker 
saw the rainbow comma on the signage of a 

church and knew he would be accepted there. 
The rainbow symbol represents diversity and the 
comma represents God is Still Speaking. It was 

a tangible, visible 
sign that the 
church would wel-

come, value, and 
celebrate him in 
the same way they 

did everyone else. 
  We were 

stretched to think 

about how becom-

Open and Affirming Conversation II: 

Personal Stories 

We have completed two conversations on 
what it means to be an ONA congregation. 

(ONA is the official UCC designation for con-
gregations that fully welcome gay, lesbian, bi-
sexual, and transgender people into the life of 

the congregation.) Our first conversation in 
June provided an opportunity for the congre-
gation to share how they felt about becoming 

ONA. Because several people asked why we 
needed to go through the process since we are 
already a church that welcomes all, we 

planned for our next conversation to be story 
sharing from marginalized people. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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ing ONA would be a sign to the outside commu-
nity that we embrace diversity in race, mental 

and physical capacity, sexual orientation, family 
status, economic status, gender, etc.  

As we seek to explore a broad meaning of 

ONA, our third conversation will be held after 
church on Nov 16 when we talk about Faith and 
Mental Health (see article below). We hope you 

will join us for this conversation. 
The whole congregation makes the decision 

on whether we become ONA. Do we as a church 
really understand what it means to be a 

“sanctuary to all” as our church constitution 
states? We hope these conversations will be 
helpful in answering this question. 

The ONA Committee: Chris Alberti, Kathy Boyer, 
Barb Eilers, Jean Miller, Linda Velto 

By Kathy Boyer 

 Women’s Fellowship for November will host 
another dinner out on 

Thursday, November 
18.  In the interest of 
our various diet con-

cerns, we have picked 
Orient Garden in the 
Kroger Shopping Cen-

ter by church.  They 
have vegetarian se-

By Karen Getz 

 The Property Ministry and Christian Education 

are proud to announce that the Saturday, No-
vember 8 workday will be a “Let's Go!” event!  
Childcare will be provided during the morning 

session from 9 am – 12 noon.  Lunch will be pro-
vided from noon – 1 pm, and the final afternoon 
session will run from 1 pm – 4 pm.  We plan to 
raffle off two $15 Lowes gift cards (one 

for the morning session and one for 
the afternoon ses- sion) for 
those adults who c o m e !  

Attend both work 
sessions and i n -
crease your odds of 

winning!  Ice c r e a m 
treats will be provided 
for the children a n d 

youth. 
 A full day of work  i s 
planned.  The chil- dren's playground 

will be weeded, raked of debris, and cov-
ered with landscape fabric and mulch.  Weeding 
around the buildings also needs to be completed 

- indoor jobs such as dusting vents and cleaning 
windows are also available .  Many helping hands 
are needed to complete these tasks.  Please bring 

work gloves, hammers (for tacking down land-
scape fabric), wheelbarrows, rakes, and/or shov-
els (all labeled with your name) to assist with the 
many projects.  

 For questions about the work day, please con-

LUNCH! 

ICE 

CREAM! 

By Carla Gregg 

 On Nov 16, following worship, you are invited 
to join us for a presentation on faith and mental 

health by Aly Briesch, Parish Nurse and Health 
Ministries Coordinator at United Church in 
Chapel Hill. Many of us or our close family mem-

bers have struggled with mental health; 
churches have not always been helpful. We are 
including this program as ONA Conversation III 

as we seek to learn more about how we can be 
welcoming and supportive of people who are 
dealing with mental health issues. Ms. Breisch, a 

life-long member of the UCC, has an MS in Nurs-
ing and a Post-Master’s Certificate in Health and 
Nursing Ministries. A light lunch and childcare 

will be provided. 

lections and special selections that exclude oil, 
salt, sugar and cornstarch. 

 We plan to meet at 6:00 PM so that anyone 
who is attending the Living the Questions class 
can attend both. If you are interested in joining 

us, contact Kathy Boyer at church or 
nckathyb@aol.com before Sunday, November 
9, and I will inform them of the size of group 

we will have.  As always, all women are wel-
comed. 
  Check out their menu at 
www.orientgardencary.com.  

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:nckathyb@aol.com
http://www.orientgardencary.com
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By Lindsey Kearns 

Shortly after Carla and I moved into our new 
house in Apex, we received postcards from two 

different churches in the area inviting us to wor-
ship. They were glossy, full color, and showed 
images of happy people on them.  They included 

all the pertinent info: website, address, worship 
times, and pastor’s contact information.   

Being on the Outreach Ministry, I noted their 

advertising effort and the expense of printing 
and mailing postcards to new homeowners 
within a certain zip code or radius of the church.  

As I tossed the postcard into the recycling bin, I 
wondered what “bang for their buck” they have 
with these mailings.   

While it may not be practical for GSUCC to 
send out fancy postcards, we are fully capable of 
sharing with others about our church.  As we 

approach Advent, I encourage you to listen for 
people who might be seeking a new church 
home.  Maybe it’s a coworker, neighbor, friend, 
or someone you know from a club or the gym.  

It doesn’t cost any money and you can share 
about why GSUCC is of value to you.  An invita-
tion from you might be the open door someone 

is seeking. 

By Lindsey Kearns 

Good Shepherd has become a "community 
partner" with Kroger grocery store, meaning 

that GSUCC can earn money just by you scan-
ning your Kroger Plus rewards card.  This is a 
new way to support GSUCC and raise "passive 

income" for the church, so that you don't have 
to do anything other than buy your groceries 
and scan your card. 

Here's how to get started: 
 1) Have your Kroger Plus card handy, or get 

one from the Customer Service desk at a 

Kroger store. 
 2) Visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com 
 3) Click "Register" to create a User ID/pass-

word (or sign in if you already have an ID). 
 4) You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 
 5) Click on "My Account" and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 
step. 

6) Click on "Edit Kroger Community Re-
wards information" and input your 
Kroger Plus card number. 

 7) Enter 91731 as the NPO number or search 
for Good Shepherd United Church of Christ. 

 8) Click the button next to Good Shepherd and 

then click "Enroll." 
 9) To verify you are enrolled correctly, you will 

see Good Shepherd UCC when you click on 

"My Account" and scroll through the account 
summary. 

The amount of quarterly "income" is based on 

the percentage of spending GSUCC supporters in 
relation to all of the Community Cares organiza-
tions.  So, we're not going to plan to pay the 

utility bills with the income, but every dollar 
helps!  If you need assistance linking your 
Kroger Rewards card to GSUCC, please see 

Lindsey Kearns or Lisa Mead.  

tact Jean Miller at properties@gsucc.org or 
jeanmillerlee@gmail.com.   See you on Satur-

day, November 8! 

By Karen Getz 
 “Let's Go!” Christmas Caroling!  Sunday 

December 21 will be the annual caroling event!  

Exact times will be announced, but we will meet 

at High House at approximately 4 pm, carol un-

til approximately 8 pm, and return to High 

House for a light potluck dinner afterwards.   Be 

sure to save the date – all are welcome!  Sing-

ing is optional!  “Let's Go!” spread some Christ-

mas cheer! 

 Stay tuned for more details. For caroling 

questions, please see Linda Velto. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.kroger.com
mailto:properties@gsucc.org
mailto:jeanmillerlee@gmail.com
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 You could say that ministry and the UCC 

are in Jimmy Gibbs’ blood. Jimmy was born in 

Raleigh and baptized in the UCC just a few 

years after the birth of the denomination.  He 

comes from a long line of pastors, with both 

his grandfather and great-grandfather serving 

in Christian churches, well before the UCC 

came into existence; he also has a brother 

who serves as a local pastor. He formally 

joined Good Shepherd UCC in Au-

gust 2014, but has been associ-

ated with the church since it be-

gan. He grew up as a member of 

(then) Cary First UCC, which 

shared its worship space with 

GSUCC in its early days, until 

GSUCC outgrew the basement 

and needed to find a bigger 

space.  He remained a member at 

Cary First UCC, then left there to 

be a part of Umstead Park UCC, and now he 

has come back to Good Shepherd because, “I 

wanted to feel at home and I have always felt 

at home here”.   

 

Jimmy currently works part time as a Com-

munity Assistant for a property management 

company, though his background is vast.  He 

retired from IBM, journalist positions at tele-

vision, radio, and newspaper organizations, 

and special events coordination.  In addition, 

he has a background in voice, has received 

several awards and now serves as a judge in 

voice competitions.    

 

Five years ago, Jimmy was called by God into 

the ministry and enrolled in the Pastoral Lead-

ership Development (PLD) program of the 

UCC.  Jimmy discerned his call to be in chap-

laincy after completing 1200 hours of Clinical 

Pastoral Education in the hospital as an on-call 

chaplain and serving as a chaplain 

at the South Wilmington Street 

Center for Men and the Helen 

Wright Center for Women. He has 

been asked to work in pastoral 

care for an agency which provides 

housing and supportive services 

for people living with HIV and 

AIDS.  Additionally, Jimmy sits on 

several boards in the community 

for which he has a passion – in-

cluding the arts, homeless, HIV and AIDS, and 

others. 

 

He says he doesn’t have free time but does en-

joy going on cruises and looks forward to tak-

ing a trip to Martha’s Vineyard next summer.  

He shares his home with a five year old tuxedo 

cat named Rambunctious (Rambo).  We are 

glad that you have found your home (again!) 

at Good Shepherd, Jimmy! 

MEET THE MEMBER:  

JIMMY GIBBS 
By Lindsey Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Gordon Welles 

Finances First 
 

Offering Status as of September 30, 2014: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of September 30, 2014 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Does not include special capital expenses / special income 

Please Turn in Your Pledges for 2015 on or before November 2 
 

Our Commitment Sunday is November 2, when we encourage all members to be present and to bring 

forward their pledge of financial support for 2015 on their pledge card as a part of the service. 
 

If you cannot be with us on that day, please deliver your card to the church office as soon as possible 

(attention Stewardship Chair).  if it is more convenient, please submit your pledge information via email 

stewardship@gsucc.org which will securely deliver your pledge only to the appropriate individuals.  We 

need to begin working in earnest on next year’s budget as soon as possible; your pledge information is 

vital to that effort.  
 

If for some reason you did not receive a pledge card in the mail or if you mislaid it, contact me at 708-

460-0428 or at treasurer@gsucc.org. 

 

Thank you. 

Gordon Welles     Email:  Treasurer@gsucc.org 
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount you 

have pledged for the year (up or down) please contact us: Gordon Welles (treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!   
   

Thanks to all 

of you not only 

for your mone-

tary gifts but 

also for your 

gifts of time 

and talent. 

If you have any questions about the church’s 

budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:stewardship@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:Treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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RETREAT, REFLECTION 

AND RECREATION 
October 2014 Women’s Retreat 

By Charlotte Speltz 

Five cars with four women each headed to 

Trinity Center at Salter Path, NC, on Oct. 3. Our 

“retreat” began when we closed the car doors! We 

each had one roommate in 10 rooms surrounding 

a cozy lounge with coffee and tea makings, and a 

refrigerator which served as a center for each 

evening’s festivities. 

Several hours of personal time on Saturday 

morning and afternoon were spent on the beach, 

in the surf, or hiking along the sound. Women 

rocked on the long porches and socialized during 

the delicious meals served by the Center. 

All together we pondered the personal qualities 

of each character in the story of Ruth and Naomi. 

In small groups we dis-

cussed the 12 moments in 

women’s lives as Joan Chit-

tister revealed them, and 

later prepared creative skits 

to depict those moments. 

Individually we reflected on 

our “strengths” and wrote 

letters to ourselves about the retreat experience 

(which will be mailed in December).  

Throughout the weekend women interacted 

with high spirits, good humor and insightful re-

sponses.  Learning was FUN, relationships grew, 

and we came to know 

one another much 

better.  With about 

50 years difference in 

ages of the youngest 

and oldest partici-

pants, we were happy 

our retreat was for 

“everyone”! 

On Saturday eve-

ning a movie about the courageous women of Li-

beria prompted thoughtful responses. Our Sunday 

worship was led by Pastor Carla in the Beach Pa-

vilion while the waves from the Atlantic Ocean 

crashed all around. She invited women to respond 

to how the retreat had been a “gift” to them. Eve-

ryone left with smiles and hugs. Evaluations 

strongly indicated we wanted to “DO IT AGAIN!” 

THANK YOU ONE AND ALL! 

 We want to thank every-

one for making Good Shep-

herd’s 4th Harvest Festival a big success. 

 Volunteers are the hands and feet of our faith 

community. They are the ones willing to share 

their time, talents, and energy to help make our 

project, events, or days run better and 

smoother. Working together, they lighten the 

load, and can make things happen, you did that! 

 Our 4th Annual Harvest Fest Dinner and Auc-

tion was held on Saturday, 

October 18, and is a wonder-

ful example of the great 

works of this church. From 

gathering donations to 

rounding up helpers, from 

cooking a truly delicious meal and getting it to 

the table piping hot, for creating beautiful crafts, 

the child care for our young children, the youth 

for serving us so well, the countless hours put in 

to help us organize and run this event – all were 

an incredibly generous gifts 

to all those who attended 

and to the church. The suc-

cess of this event can be 

attributed largely to our 

ministries and their many, 

many helpers.  The positive feedback we've re-

ceived from those who enjoyed the meal and 

auction has been wonderful. Not only did every-

one have a wonderful time that evening, we 

added about $7500 to our operating fund and 

will contribute 10% to the Caring Place. To all 

those who came and ate and spent their hard-

earned dollars, THANK YOU, We couldn’t have 

done it without you! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Our November BirthdaysOur November BirthdaysOur November Birthdays   
 

2 Emily Gleason 
3 John Stiles 

8 Camden Lee 
9 Cindi Bristol-Kerr 

9 Dylan Shapiro 
13 Bill Velto 

14 Bill Cole 
18 Barbara Bouvier 

26 Roger Sturk 
26 Cara Williams 

27 Russ Oliver 

29 Evan Williams 
 

If you have a birthday in November and 

it is not listed, please call (919) 481-
1441 and let us know. 

 A loud exclamation of Thank You to every-

one who worked so hard to make the Harvest 

Festival a big success this year! 

 A special thanks to Gail Stonefield and 

Carolyn Lundin for their hard work as the 

planning chairs.  Whether you prepared the 

food, sold tickets, donated your time and ser-

vices to the auction, prepared the grounds, 

sanctuary and education building, asked busi-

nesses for donations, made items for the 

craft sale, washed dishes, entertained the 

children, worked the auction, served the 

meal, or purchased tickets and items; YOU 

helped Good Shepherd meet it's budget for 

2014.  We couldn't have done it without you. 

 
Thank you! 

Rob Lundin 
Moderator 

By Karen Getz 

 Many thanks to all those fun-loving folks 

who turned out for the an-

nual GSUCC picnic on Sep-

tember 28! The weather 

was beautiful and those 

people who attended had a 

wonderful time! A special 

thank you to GSUCC for 

providing the wonderful Ki-

wanis Shelter for the day, 

along with the charcoal for grilling!  Debra and 

Chris Buchanan did a stellar job organizing the 

games and relays – your help was so appreci-

ated! Also, many 

thanks to Lindsey 

Kearns for making 

sure the needed 

kitchen items were 

transferred from 

the church to the 

park! We certainly 

look forward to next year's picnic excitement! 

By Sue Rice 
 

 The Book Club is meet-

ing on November 25,  

7:00pm, at High House. 

The book we are reading 

for November is The Edu-

cation of Little Tree by 

Forrest Carter which tells 

of a boy orphaned very young, who is adopted 

by his Cherokee grandmother and half-Cherokee 

grandfather. It takes place in the Appalachian 

mountains of Tennessee during the Great De-

pression. At 216 pages and recommended for 

grades 7 and up, this should be an enjoyable 

read just before Thanksgiving. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Communion  connecting with God 

By Dave Yuska 

 

 You look at the clock. Three quarters of the 

time have passed, and you are near the end. 

You look downward at the dirty and frayed 

strings show the wear and tear. You look at eve-

ryone around you, all ready for the same goal - 

to finish this as strongly as you started it.  

 Everyone watches time taken and pace of the 

official anticipating when they will start. Timing 

and rhythm are critical; the start, changes and 

finish require synchronization. 

 You look down again, unsure if what you be-

hold will be able to take the task. Tatters show 

from all sides and spines creak and show the 

age and use from doing this all before, way too 

many times. Everyone gets together, ready for 

the cadence to signal the start of this last effort, 

confident that they can persevere even through 

age and fatigue. 

 It goes without saying that this can only de-

scribe the weekend ritual of ... the last song 

sung from the Red Hymnals.  

 While November can signal so many changes 

as well as fall traditions such as football being 

brought to a fever pitch, it is also hopefully the 

last chapter in GSUCC's efforts to finish that last 

drive, go the extra yards and meet the fundrais-

ing goal for the new hymnals.  

 As October closes and brings our strong and 

united Stewardship efforts to a close, the Dea-

cons want to take the time in November to meet 

the fundraising goal set for the new hymnals. 

We are 85% of the way there as of the middle of 

October so we do not have far to go. 

 Please keep an eye and ear out for reminders 

in November and let's go out on a high note, 

give it our all, leave our best game on the field, 

win one for the Gipper and any other football 

analogies we can muster. Thanks! 

By Linda Velto 

 

 The last few weeks 

have seen a flurry of 

activity by the Music 

Committee in getting 

our hymnal supplement 

ready. By the time you 

read this, the supple-

ment should be head-

ing to the publisher to 

begin the long printing 

process! A project of this size depends on the 

work of many hands. Thank you to all of you 

who have donated so far to the hymnal fund, 

filled out the hymn survey months ago, chased 

down copyright permissions, and proofread 

hymnal pages. You’ll see the results of your 

work in just a few months! 

 The Music Committee invites the children of 

the congregation to sing in worship on Sunday 

November 9. The Children’s Chorale will re-

hearse on Sundays Nov. 2 and 9 at 9:30 AM in 

the sanctuary. Sound 

files will be available 

for additional practice 

at home. All kids who 

are in preschool and 

elementary school are 

welcome! If you have 

questions, contact 

Linda Velto, Carla Gleason, or Chris Alberti. 

 It may not feel like Christmas to you yet, but 

the Choir is beginning rehearsals for the Christ-

mas Cantata, 

scheduled for 

Sunday, Decem-

ber 14. If you’re 

interested in sing-

ing for this special 

event, please join 

us for Choir re-

hearsals on Wednesdays from 7:30-8:30 PM. 

The Choir is always eager to welcome new sing-

ers! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Karen Getz 

 Parents of young children - Have you 

been thinking about attending the Intergen-

erational Class that meets on Sunday morn-

ings at High House at 9 am?  Well, guess 

what?  If you have always wanted to attend, 

but have been concerned about where your 

young children would go, you will be pleased 

to learn that childcare is now provided in the 

large youth room!  You can enjoy the class 

while your child plays in the next room with 

our nurturing and loving childcare provider!  It 

is a wonderful opportunity to take part in 

meaningful discussions that deal with current 

topics in our world.  We hope you will consider 

taking advantage of the class and the available 

childcare!  If you have questions about the 

childcare, please contact Karen Getz at ste-

vegetz@live.com. 

NIN, CON’T FROM PAGE 13 

 
churches and worked with Lakota, Dakota, Na-
kota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arickara, and Hocak in 

North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and north-
ern Nebraska. Today there are 20 UCC congre-
gations on reservations and one urban, multi-

tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minne-
sota. These churches and their pastors are sup-
ported by CAIM. CAIM is also an invaluable re-

source for more than 1,000 individuals from 
dozens of other tribes and nations who are 
members of other UCC congregations in the 

U.S. 
 Please join us in supporting this important 
UCC initiative, as we approach the holiday sea-

son.   If you are interested, more information 
about Neighbors in Need can be found at. 
http://www.ucc.org/nin/   

IF IT’S NOVEMBER, IT’S TIME TO ORDER 

“CHRISTMAS FLOWERS” 

By Charlotte Speltz 

 

 Forms for ordering “Christmas Flowers” will 

be in the bulletins on Nov. 21, Nov. 30, and 

Dec. 7. The last day for ordering will be Dec. 

7. The cost is $10 each. (You may also scroll 

to the next page, hit the print icon, click the 

dot next to current page on the printing menu 

and print the order form page to send to the 

office.) 

 Poinsettias will be ordered from the nursery 

the week of December 8, and picked up during 

the week of December 15. They will be in the 

sanctuary for Sunday, December 21, Christ-

mas Eve service, and December 28.  

 As always, flowers may be given in honor 

or in memory of special persons. Perhaps a 

“remembrance” gift for someone who is hard 

to buy for would be appropriate. We will be 

glad to send a card to the honoree. A space for 

addresses are included on the form. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:stevegetz@live.com
mailto:stevegetz@live.com
http://www.ucc.org/nin/
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HRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

It’s time to order poinsettias for the Christmas season.  You may 

purchase a beautiful poinsettia plant and dedicate it in honor or 

memory of  a special person in your life.  These plants will decorate our 

sanctuary until Christmas Eve.   

 If  you are interested in purchasing a poinsettia, please complete the 

information below and enclose $10.00 per plant.  Checks should be made 

to Good Shepherd UCC with “poinsettia” noted on the memo line.  Or-

ders will be collected through December 7, 2014.  Plants may be taken 

home following worship on Christmas Eve or the following Sunday.   

 Please print names clearly. 

  Honor  

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

 

Ordered by:               Amount:      

Send order to:  Good Shepherd UCC   OR drop in the collection plate 

      1050 NW Maynard Rd.  

      Cary, NC  27513 

C 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Children  connecting with our future 

By Karen Getz 

 Christian Education (CE) is a very important 

part of our church community. This ministry di-

rectly impacts the religious education of our chil-

dren and our adults. It also provides many op-

portunities for interactions between members 

during interesting discussions, activities, and 

classes.  From serious to fun, CE is a very re-

warding way to become directly involved with 

our church on a number of different levels. It is 

also a wonderful way to become familiar with 

our energetic children and youth! 

 Christian Education is seeking members who 

would like to have some important input into 

both our programming for both children and 

adults. Do you have strong feelings about what 

you would like to see our children taught? Do 

you have ideas for adult classes and/or activi-

ties? Are you excited about organizing the next 

“Let's Go!” event?  What about a good idea for a 

Children's Christmas Program? Are you a great 

organizer?  If any of these questions speak to 

you, then CE has a place for you on our team!!! 

Fresh ideas are always welcome! If you are in-

terested, or just have questions, please contact 

Lisa Mead or Karen Getz!   Thank you! 

By Katherine Gleason 

The Youth Group had a great October! We 

met on October 12 to plan for Harvest Fest and 

the greens sale. We had seven youth help out 

with the Harvest Fest and it was a huge suc-

cess! Thanks to Margaret Velto, Davis Murray, 

Will Yuska, Nicole Viscomi, Anna Olson, Jesse 

Edwards, and Margo Buchanan for your hard 

By Karen Getz 

 December is a very busy month at GSUCC!  

The following is a list of events that you and your 

kids won't want to miss! 

 Friday, December 5 – Kid's Night Out will be 

held in the church kitchen/Sanctuary from 5 – 8 

pm.  Kids from age 3 (potty trained) - 5th grade 

are welcome.  We provide dinner and many dif-

ferent activities to keep children entertained 

while parents have a free evening for a quiet din-

ner or Christmas shopping! 

 Saturday, December 6 – Children's Christ-

mas Program Rehearsal will be held from 1 

pm – 4 pm in the Sanctuary.  All preschool chil-

dren, older children, and youth are welcome to 

participate.  This will be our only rehearsal for 

our program the following morning. 

 Sunday, December 7 – The Children's 

Christmas Program will take place during the 

regular worship ser-

vice.  Following the 

program, the children 

will be invited to the 

Education Building for a 

small Christmas cele-

bration! 

work! We also had an evening of pumpkin carv-

ing and fun trip to the State Fair. 

The Greens Sale will be going on through Nov. 

2, so make sure you get your order in soon! 

Greens will be delivered the Sunday following 

Thanksgiving. On Saturday, Nov. 1, we will vol-

unteer at the Dorcas Shop from 11 am to 2 pm. 

Adults in the church are welcome to join us and 

help out – just see Katherine Gleason or Karen 

Lundin for details! We will have a meeting on 

Nov. 16 after church at High House. Stay tuned 

for details about the Parents’ Night Out that the 

Youth Group will be helping out with on the first 

Friday of December! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

By Linda Velto 

 Good Shepherd has been invited for a sec-

ond year to gather new toys for the Christmas 

Store, a mission of New Horizons Fellowship in 

Apex. The Christmas Store helps families in 

the area who struggle to make ends meet and 

cannot afford Christmas gifts. New, unwrapped 

toys will be collected from area churches and 

civic organizations. Parents from needy fami-

lies will have the opportunity to select toys at 

no cost and have them gift-wrapped. New Ho-

rizons Fellowship provides child care with spe-

cial Christmas activities while parents shop. 

We will collect toys at Good Shepherd on Sun-

days Nov. 30 and Dec. 7. Toys must be new; 

New Horizons Fellowship suggests a range of 

$10-15 per toy. They are seeking toys for kids 

of all ages. They are also in need of volunteers 

to work in the Christmas Store Dec. 12-13. For 

more information about volunteering, check 

out the NHF website. http://www.nhf.cc/

christmas-store/#what 

In 2013 the Christmas Store served 1632 chil-

dren from 638 families. They anticipate even 

greater need this year. Our collective donation 

from Good Shepherd will help make Christmas 

brighter for many local kids! 

By Vernon Palango 

 “Teacher, which is the great commandment 
in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind. This 
is the great and first commandment. And a 

second is like it: You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself. On these two commandments de-
pend all the Law and the Prophets.” - Mathew 

22:36-40 
 As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, 
it’s important for us to also think about those 

who need help. On Sunday, November 23, we 
will be doing our annual special collection for 
Neighbors in Need. 

 The Neighbors in Need offering supports 
the UCC’s ministries of justice and compas-
sion throughout the United States. Two-thirds 

of the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice 
and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of 
local and national justice initiatives, advocacy 
efforts, and direct service projects. Through 

UCCTakeAction.org, our national Justice and 
Witness Ministries office offers resources, 
news updates, and action alerts on a broad 

spectrum of justice issues. Working with 
members of the UCC Justice and Peace Action 
Network (a network of thousands of UCC jus-

tice and peace advocates), Justice and Wit-
ness continues its strong policy advocacy 
work on issues such as the federal budget, 

voting rights, immigration, health care, hate 
crimes, civil liberties, and environmental jus-
tice. Neighbors in Need also supports our 

American Indian neighbors in the UCC. One-
third of the offering supports the UCC’s Coun-
cil for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). His-

torically, forebears of the UCC established  
 CON’T ON PG. 10 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.nhf.cc/christmas-store/#what
http://www.nhf.cc/christmas-store/#what
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dren supervised by a parent who is not on a 

work team. The cost will be about $425 per 

work team member, and we expect to have 

church-sponsored fundraisers to cover about 

half of this cost. Costs for family members who 

do not work will be provided at a later date.  

Commitment to go on the trip is needed by mid 

January, with a $50 deposit payable at that 

time. Additional payments will be due in April 

and June. 

 Sign-up sheets indicating your interest level 

are in the narthex. If you are considering par-

ticipating, please complete a form and return it 

to Nan Alberti, Amy Murray or Susie Oliver as 

soon as possible. 

Submitted by Jean Miller 

 This month I would like to share part of a 

poem by Dorothee Soelle. Soelle was a German 
theologian who lived from 1929-2003.  She 

worked for social and gender justice and wrote 
many books. 

Credo 

I believe in the spirit 
That Jesus brought into the world 

In the brotherhood of all nations 
I believe it is up to us 

What our Earth becomes 
A valley of tears starvation and tyranny 

Or a city of God 
I believe in a just peace 

That can be achieved in the possibility of a mean-
ingful life 

For all people 
I believe this world of God’s 

Has a future 
Amen 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

 Our 2015 mission trip is planned for August 

2-8 at John’s River Valley Camp, a UCC facility 

near Boone, NC.  We invite anyone age 13 or 

older to participate on a team to do home re-

pair/construction or meal preparation.  Families 

with children under 13 may attend, with chil-

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
http://vols.pt/vZpRif

