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During the month of May, we will be celebrating and lifting up our minis-

tries each Sunday.  We are intentional at Good Shepherd to call the main 

work of the church not boards or committees, but ministries, as a sign 

that our work together is a sacred calling that is about more than agendas 

and minutes.  Each Sunday in May we will hear briefly from our seven core 

ministries who will share with us about their work and how we can partici-

pate.  On May 1, we will hear from our Deacon Ministry and Music; May 8, 

Christian Education and Property Ministries; May 15, Social and Steward-

ship Ministries; and May 22, Fellowship and Outreach Ministries.   

 

On Sunday, May 29, we will have our 5th Sunday intergenerational worship 

followed by a potluck and heritage event where we will remember and cel-

ebrate the history of Good Shepherd.  It is new folks and familiar faces, 

our history and our dreams, what we do when we gather and what we do 

when we scatter that make up what it means to be Good Shepherd United 

Church of Christ.  Be sure to join us on Sundays in the month of May as we 

celebrate our church identity! 
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By Dave Stonefield 
 

Good Shepherd has again invited Covenant 
Christian Church to join us at our annual golf 
outing scheduled for April 17, at Lochmere Golf 
Club, on Kildaire Farm Road in Cary.  We will tee 
off at 1:30 pm and play a 4-person superball 
format.  Following the golf we will meet for pizza 
and prizes. The outing is open to all members 
and friends of Good Shepherd and Covenant 
Christian Churches.  So, if you want to bring 
along some friends or family, please do.  This 
year the green fee cost will be $40 for adults and 
$29 for youth under 16.  That includes the green 
fees, cart, and a small bucket of range balls.    
 
Family and friends are welcome to join the 
players for a post tournament pizza party at 
about 7:00 pm.  Cost for the pizza and drinks 
will be $6 for adults and $3 for children under 
10.   

 
For the non-
golfers in a 4-
person super 
ball, each 
player on the 
team hits his or 
her ball and 
then the team 
decides which 
of the shots is 
best.  The other 
balls are picked 
up and moved 
to that location.  
This process is 
repeated until 
the team gets 
the ball into the 

hole.  Super ball is a lot of fun for all the players 
even if they are not the best.  The outing 
committee will try to equalize the teams so that 
each will have a chance to win.  
 
A sign-up sheet has been placed in the church 
narthex asking for the player’s name, handicap 
or average score.  Please note in the comment 
column if you would like to play with certain 
individuals.  In addition, please provide the 
number of people coming to the pizza party, so 
the committee can determine the best place to 
have it.  Deadline for signing-up is noon on 
Sunday, April 10.   

                                             By Dave Stonefield 
 
 

The Property Ministry has scheduled an all-

church workday for Saturday, April 16, starting 

at 9 am.  We will have two sessions: from 9 am 

to noon and from 1 to 4 pm.  Lunch will be pro-

vided for anyone working both sessions, and 

child care will be provided for the morning ses-

sion.  We have a number of different projects 

for people of all skill levels.  We need some spe-

cialty tools such as chainsaws, brush cutters, 

and a power washer. If you have one of these 

tools and are willing to bring it, please let the 

Property Ministry know. 

 

Please help us give our buildings and grounds a 

spring clean-up and fix-up.  
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                                                   By Carla Gregg-Kearns  

With UCC General Minister and President  

Reverend Dr. John Dorhauer 

Saturday, April 23, 2016, 9 am-1 pm 

United Church of Chapel Hill 

 
From 9 am -12 pm, the Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer will be teaching on racial justice. 

Over lunch, Dr. Kenneth R. Janken, UNC professor, Department of African, Afri-

can American, and Diaspora Studies, and Director, UNC Center for the Study of 

the American South, and author of a new book on the Wilmington 10 – published 

this January – will speak about the Wilmington 10 and be available for questions. 

The Wilmington 10 is a part of our heritage in the UCC.  

 

The cost is $15 and lunch is included. For details and to register, go to http://

unitedchurch.org/event/church-retreat-w-reverend-dr-john-dorhauer-ucc-general

-minister-and-president-on-racial-justice/.  Or, register by calling the United 

Church of Chapel Hill office 919-942-3540 or email office@unitedchurch.org. 

 

This is the workshop previously scheduled for February 6.  All previous registrations will be honored.  

                                                                  By Linda Velto 
 
As Good Shepherd went through the process of becoming Open and Affirming, many of our conversa-

tions focused on sexual orientation, the “LGB” part of “LGBT.” On Sunday April 24, at 12:00 pm, we 

will have a conversation about “T”—the complexity of what “transgender” means, and experiences of 

people who are transgender. We will hear from three presenters: Max Ringenbach, a teen who has 

been attending GSUCC recently; Kyle Kentopp, an intern at Pilgrim UCC in Durham; and J Zirbel, a 

staff member from the LGBT Center of Raleigh who deals with faith and spirituality. You’ll have the 

opportunity to hear their stories, learn some facts and vocabulary, and ask questions.  A pizza lunch 

will be provided. So that we can have a good estimate for lunch, please sign up in the narthex or e-

mail Linda Velto at lindavelto@gmail.com if you plan to attend. Please join us after worship on April 

24, for this informative conversation. 

 
 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://unitedchurch.org/event/church-retreat-w-reverend-dr-john-dorhauer-ucc-general-minister-and-president-on-racial-justice/
http://unitedchurch.org/event/church-retreat-w-reverend-dr-john-dorhauer-ucc-general-minister-and-president-on-racial-justice/
http://unitedchurch.org/event/church-retreat-w-reverend-dr-john-dorhauer-ucc-general-minister-and-president-on-racial-justice/
tel:919-942-3540
mailto:office@unitedchurch.org
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
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Saturday, April 30 

Aloha Safari Rescue Zoo 
 

Let's go to the Aloha Safari Rescue Zoo 

near Sanford.  We will meet at the 

church at 11:45 am, on Saturday, April 

30, to coordinate carpools.   

Attendees should eat lunch prior to 

leaving or bring a bag lunch for the 

car.  Afterwards we will eat at the Sonic 

Drive In in Sanford, which has a huge 

covered pavilion and a giant play struc-

ture.  If you prefer something other 

than Sonic, that works too.   

For more information, go to http://

www.alohasafarizoo.org/. 

Join Us for These Let’s Go Events! 
By Lisa Mead 

Saturday, May 14 

Toasts and Tunes Concert 
 

Let's go to the Toasts and Tunes Concert to be 

held at Cloer Family Vineyards, 8624 Castleberry 

Road, Apex, from 2-4 pm on Saturday, May 14. 

We will meet at the church at 1:15 pm, for car-

pooling. 

Come enjoy an afternoon of music in the vine-

yard with the Jon Ashley Band at the Cloer Fami-

ly Vineyards. All you need is a lawn chair and/or 

a picnic lunch. Wine will be sold by the glass and 

by the bottle. No outside alcohol is permitted on 

the property. The Jon Ashley Band plays a mix of 

music from the 60's to today, with styles ranging 

from pop/rock to country. Sample artists include: 

Billy Joel, Coldplay, Zach Brown, the Eagles, Jim 

Croce, Darius Rucker, and many more. If it is 

raining, please call the winery at (919) 387-5760 

to see if this event will be held. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.alohasafarizoo.org/
http://www.alohasafarizoo.org/
tel:%28919%29%20387-5760
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The Humans 
By Sue Rice 

 
In April, the Book Club 

will be reading The Hu-

mans by Matt Haig. It 

is the story of a reluc-

tant extraterrestrial 

who assumes the iden-

tity of a Cambridge 

mathematician and 

regards humans unfa-

vorably upon arriving 

on Earth before realiz-

ing that there is more 

to the human race 

than he suspect-

ed.  We will meet 

Tuesday, April 26, at 7 

pm, at High House, to 

discuss this "silly, sad, 

suspenseful, and soul-

ful" (Philadelphia In-

quirer) novel.  Please 

join us. 

By Kathy Boyer 

Join us on Monday, April 25, at 7:00 pm, in the sanctuary, to learn about the first 2,000 days in 

the brain development of a child, led by Anne Mackie.   

There are only 2,000 days between the time a baby is born and when he or she will begin kinder-

garten.  During that time, brain architecture is forming, creating the foundation for all future learn-

ing.  Come learn how to best nurture that child for the best outcome in his or her future.   

As this is around the dinner hour, please bring a salad or other light potluck item to share.   

 

How Can I Help? 
 

By Kathy Boyer 
 

One of the best ways to feel connected at Good 
Shepherd is to become part of a ministry or 
committee.  We have many places where you 

can use your 
gifts to help 
our church 
continue in 
its mission to 
each other, 
the outside 
community, 
and the world 
beyond.  All 

of the ministries—Deacons, Christian Ed, Fellow-
ship, Outreach, Property, Social Ministries, and 
Stewardship—need new people with fresh ideas.   
 
The Nominating Committee will be meeting soon 
to suggest the names of new people to fill posi-
tions for the 2016-2017 church year.  If there is 
a place where you feel called to serve, you may 
contact one of the Nominating Committee mem-
bers: Mary Leong, Sue Rice or Kate Yuska.  It 
can be very rewarding to fill a position where 
your gifts and insights are needed.  Your Good 
Shepherd family needs you.  Where do you feel 
called to help? 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Our April Birthdays 
 5   Kathy Uebel  
 6   Karen Helton  
 8   Toby Holleman  
 8   Anne Mackie  
 8   Mike Rowland  
11  Dey Perez  
17  Margaret Velto  
21  Harrison Shapiro  

MEET THE MEMBERS:  

THE BUCHANANS By Connie Holleman 

Good Shepherd welcomes new members, Sara and Dave Buchanan. If that name sounds familiar 

to you, it is because there are now 11 Buchanans at GSUCC(!), and they have become an integral 

part of our worship and fellowship. Sara and Dave’s children and their families joined first – Chris 

Buchanan, wife Debra, and children Margo, Sylvia and Wilson; and then Annie Buchanan with her 

children, Thomas, Wadnise and Bensley. The senior Buchanans have two other daughters as well – 

Susie, who lives in Washington, DC; and Linda, who resides in Dallas, TX.   

 

Dave and Sara have been attending GSUCC for 

over a year. They had been members of St. Giles 

Presbyterian Church in Raleigh for 38 years, and 

had a UCC background before that as members of 

the United Church of Christ in downtown Raleigh in 

the 1960s. They came to Good Shepherd because 

it is close to their home, and they wanted to wor-

ship with their children and grandchildren.  

 

Sara and Dave met each other in German class at 

Capital University in Columbus, Ohio, in 1956. Both 

of them were born and raised in Ohio: Sara in Mar-

ion and Dave in Mansfield. They moved to Raleigh 

in 1978. Before that, they lived in Ithaca, NY; 

Greenville, SC; Bartlesville, OK; and Cary.  

 

Prior to retirement, Sara was a teacher of English, 

speech and drama; and, most lately, of English as 

a second language. Dave was a member of the faculty at NC State University in textile engi-

neering.  For 11 years after retirement, Dave was a journal editor.  

 

As members of the Glenaire retirement community, along with family activities, Sara and Dave 

keep plenty busy. Up to now, they have only been attending worship services at Good Shep-

herd. They are looking forward to knowing the many friendly people at GSUCC and to becoming 

a part of their new church home.  

If you have a birthday in 
April and it is not listed, 
please call (919) 481-
1441 and let us know. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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by Gordon Welles 
 

 
Finances First                         
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Gordon Welles      
708-460-0428  
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down) please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 
 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please con-
tact me. 

 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.5% $1,214.12 $0.00 $141,353.58 1/31/2030 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  February 29, 2016** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $42,420.75 $36,745.36 $5675.39 15.4% 
Total Expenses $33,617.31 $36,173.33         (2,556.02)           (7.1%) 
Difference $8,803.44       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

Offering Status as of February 29, 2016 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $27,015.22 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2015       $10,683.17 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $37,698.39 $31,949.70     $5,748.69     18.0% 

Loose $2,286.00 $2,351.66        ($65.66) 
      

(2.8%) 

Total for 2016 $39,984.39 $34,301.36    $5,683.03     16.6% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Worship in April 
By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 

April 3  
Holy Humor Sunday!  Join us for worship that is a little wacky!  In the tradition of celebrating God 

playing a joke on the devil by raising Jesus from the dead, we will have a service full of humor during 

our regular worship on April 3.  Remember, laughter is holy!  

 

April 10 
On April 10, we will welcome to the pulpit the Rev. Milton Brasher-Cunningham.  Rev. Brasher-

Cunningham is a writer, chef, teacher, United Church of Christ minister, small urban farmer, 

musician, husband and keeper of schnauzers, who lives with his wife, Ginger (also a United 

Church of Christ minister), in Guilford, CT. He blogs at www.donteatalone.com, sharing reflec-

tions and recipes. He has authored two books, most recently, This Must Be the Place: Reflec-

tions on Home and Keeping the Feast: Metaphors for the Meal. 

 

 Blessings, 

    Carla 

The 
Pastor’s Corner 

Communion  connecting with God 

Community  connecting beyond our walls 

 

New Video Unveiled 
By Susie Oliver 

 
Click here to see our new video, In a Perfect World, on our church 
website (www.gsucc.org) and Facebook (www.facebook.com/
GSUCCCaryNC).  It is based on Micah 6:8, “What does the Lord re-
quire of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God”, and is intended to share with the communi-
ty about what we see as the heart of our congregation.  Outreach 
Ministry encourages you go to Facebook and “like” this video and 
share it with others.  This is a wonderful way to offer our extrava-
gant GSUCC welcome to your friends and family and to spread the 
word about why you love GSUCC. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.gsucc.org/About-Us/Our-Video.aspx
http://www.gsucc.org
http://www.facebook.com/GSUCCCaryNC
http://www.facebook.com/GSUCCCaryNC
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Children  connecting with our future 

By Katherine Gleason 
 

March has been a busy month for the youth. 

Thanks to the Youth Group members who 

helped with the garden workday on March 9. We 

met after church on Palm Sunday to stuff Easter 

eggs with candy in preparation for Easter – 

thanks to the congregation for the generous do-

nations of candy! And of course, the youth are 

always extra busy on Easter Sunday: helping 

with the pancake breakfast, hiding eggs for the 

egg hunt, and judging the bonnet contest. Look 

for more details on youth activities in the May 

newsletter. 

April will be a chance for the youth to relax after 
the intensity of March. We will meet after church 
at High House on April 17. 

Save the Date  
for Vacation Bible School! 

 
By Cindi Bristol-Kerr 

 
Please reserve Tuesday, June 14, through 
Saturday, June 18, for our Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) with Covenant Christian 
Church.  We are extending our VBS this year 
from Tuesday through Saturday. Instruction 
will take place Tuesday-Friday from 6 pm to 
8 pm, with Saturday being a fun day with a 
family picnic from 10 am to 12:30 pm.   
 
Sign up will begin in May for children age 3 
years (and potty trained) through 5th grade. 
An adult class will also be offered at the 
same time. We all had a great time last year 
so plan to come. Any questions? Interested 
in volunteering? Contact Cindi Bristol-Kerr at 
cindiandkevin@gmail.com.  

            By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
 

Join us at Good Shepherd on Saturday, April 9, 
from 9-10:30 am, for a morning of prayer, re-
flection and discussion as we explore parenting 
as a spiritual practice.  Together we will share 
the joys and challenges of parenting and the 
life of faith in an open and supportive commu-
nity.  With an understanding that children are 
not products to be perfected, but wonders to 
be loved, you will not find any parenting tips or 
"successful" methods in this group.  You will 
find a grace-filled space where you can 
breathe, be honest, find support, and ground 
your parenting in a progressive Christian 
faith.  The group is facilitated by Rev. Carla 
Gregg-Kearns and childcare is provided.  You 
can register at https://
spiritualityofparentingapril.eventbrite.com. 

By Debra Buchanan 
 

On Sunday, June 5, during worship, we will 
recognize the following students:  
 
 Rising Third-Graders  
 High School Graduates  
 College Graduates 
 
If you have children who fit the above cate-
gories, or if you know of someone in our con-
gregation who does, please contact Debra 
Buchanan (debra.buchanan@gmail.com) no 
later than Sunday, May 1.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:cindiandkevin@gmail.com
https://spiritualityofparentingapril.eventbrite.com
https://spiritualityofparentingapril.eventbrite.com
mailto:debra.buchanan@gmail.com
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Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
By Linda Velto   

Thank you, thank you, thank you! The One Great Hour of Sharing offering raised more than 

$2,000, an amazing total! Your donations will be combined with others from churches across sev-

eral denominations. Through our shared efforts, refugees around the world will have opportunities 

to create stable lives in new places. Thank you for your incredible generosity! 

         By Linda Velto 
 

Recently we received a thank you letter from Yohanis Bekele, a boy living in an impoverished 

Ethiopian community, who we have supported financially for several years through ChildFund In-

ternational. Along with our monthly support that helps fund food, clothing, and school supplies, 

we send additional amounts for his birthday and Christmas. According to his letter, Yohanis and 

his mother were able to purchase a cow, as well as special food and drink for holiday celebra-

tions. Thank you for your generosity! It has made a real impact on our neighbors across the 

world! 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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                 By Anne Mackie 

 

What is a CAFO?  The Caring for Creation 

Committee would like you to know. 

 

Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations are 

industrial animal factories.  They aren’t just 

killing animals for human 

consumption.  CAFOs are a complete denial of 

the animal as a living being with its own 

needs and nature.  It is not the worst evil we 

can do, but it is the worst evil we can do to 

them - the animals.   There are better 

alternatives. 

 

A coffee table style 

book called CAFO 

now graces the 

coffee table at High 

House.  It provides 

an unprecedented 

view of these 

operations, where 

increasing amounts 

of the world’s 

meat, milk, eggs, and seafood are 

produced.  The extraordinary photos and 

essays demonstrate the rise of the CAFO 

industry around the world as one of the most 

pressing issues of our time.  Industrial 

livestock production is now a leading source 

of climate-changing emissions, and of both 

freshwater and ocean pollution, and a 

significant contributor to diet-related diseases 

               By Kathy Boyer 
 

Join us as we begin a new adult study, Paint-

ing the Stars, with two opportunities offered 

to attend this class: 

 

 Wednesday mornings, beginning April 

13, at 10:00 am, in the home of a mem-

ber, TBD  

or 

 Thursday evenings, beginning April 14, 

  at 7:00 pm, at High House 

 

This is a 7-week series, celebrating the 

communion of science and faith. Painting 

the Stars explores the promise of evolu-

tionary Christian spirituality. Featuring over 

a dozen leading theologians and progres-

sive thinkers, the seven-session program 

includes a participant reader (written by 

evolutionary theologian Bruce Sanguin).  

 

The basic format for each 1½ - 2 hour ses-

sion includes conversation around the read-

ings, a 20-minute video presentation and 

guided discussion. 

 

A sign-up sheet will be available in the nar-

thex, or you may also sign up online at: 

 

https://

wednesdaymorningstudy.eventbrite.com 

 

https://thursdayeveninggroup.eventbrite.com 

Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://wednesdaymorningstudy.eventbrite.com
https://wednesdaymorningstudy.eventbrite.com
https://wednesdaymorningstudy.eventbrite.com
https://thursdayeveninggroup.eventbrite.com/


 

(12) 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Ministerial Intern: Amy Burki 
Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 
Moderator: Lisa Mead 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Melinda Devenouges 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer, Nanette Nelson 
& Susie Oliver 
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& SERVE 

such as obesity and the spread of food-

borne illnesses.  The intensive 

concentration of animals in crammed and 

filthy conditions dependent on antibiotic 

medicines and steady streams of industrial 

feeds is a serious moral and ethical 

concern, especially in North  Carolina 

where this industry, as in many places, is 

difficult to monitor and regulate.    

 

Featuring more than 400 photographs and 

30 essays by today’s leading thinkers on 

food and agriculture, CAFO takes readers 

on a behind-the-scenes journey into the 

world of animal factory farming.  It offers 

compelling visions for a healthier food 

system, one that is humane, sound for 

farmers and communities, and safer for 

consumers and the environment.  We can 

certainly do better.  Students might find 

CAFO a great resource for a school report 

or project about food safety, current 

issues, or agriculture. 

 

Anyone interested in reading CAFO is 

welcome to come sit quietly for a while 

when High House is open, or borrow the 

book with a promise to return it within a 

week on the honor system.  Please sign 

out CAFO with your name and phone or 

email, so we can recover the book should 

you forget to return it on time.    

 

Jean Miller and Anne Mackie attended a 

workshop at Franklinton Center about 

CAFOs and would be happy to tell you 

about meeting people from eastern NC 

counties who have to deal with the 

consequences of CAFOs in their part of the 

state. 

Caring for Creation Provides  

Two Opportunities to See  

Cowspiracy 

 Thursday, April 21, noon, at Steve 

Halstead’s home (214 Kingsmill Road, Cary); 

bring a covered dish to share. 

 

 Friday, April 22, 7 pm, at GSUCC; bring 

munchies to share. 

 

Cowspiracy: The Sustainability Secret is a 

2014 environmental 1½-hour documentary fol-

lowing filmmaker Kip Andersen as he explores 

the impact of animal agriculture on the envi-

ronment and investigates the policies of envi-

ronmental organizations on this issue.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
http://vols.pt/vZpRif

