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 Awaken to the gifts of hope, peace, joy, 
and love this Advent season.  During Advent, 
the weeks of preparation leading up to Christ-
mas, we will take time to wonder, listen, re-
flect, share and rejoice.  As we hear the 
prophet Isaiah, light the Advent wreath, and 
share in joyful celebration and quiet contem-
plation, we will prepare to be awakened anew 
to the gifts of the Christ-child.   

Wednesdays, November 30, December 7 & 14 – 10:00am – Advent 
Study  

You are welcome to a weekly Advent study in High House where we will 
use Walter Brueggeman’s “Names of the Messiah” to guide our time to-
gether.   

Saturday, December 3, 1:30pm – 4:30pm – Pageant Practice 
All children who will be in the Advent Pageant on Dec. 4, will practice 
their lines and songs. 

Sunday, December 4, 10:30am – Awaken to Peace 
Join us for the second Sunday of Advent and bring in a symbol of PEACE 
to share.  The children and youth will present an Advent pageant during 
worship and following worship we will vote on the 2017 Mission Spend-
ing Plan.  This is the last Sunday to bring a toy for the Christmas Store. 

Tuesday, December 6, 7:00pm – Women’s Fellowship Christmas Party 
Bring a new pair of children’s PJs for the Pajama Program, an ornament 
to exchange and cookies or refreshment to share as the women of Good 
Shepherd celebrate the season.  Held in the sanctuary. 

Saturday December 10, 9:00am – 11:00am – Cantata Rehearsal 
Final rehearsal for the Choir in preparation for the Cantata. 

Saturday, December 10, 1:00pm – Cary Christmas Parade 
Come be part of our float in the Cary Christmas Parade! 
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By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

The 
Pastor’s Corner 

Sunday, December 11, 10:30am – Awaken to Joy 
Our third Sunday of Advent worship will include a Cantata – special seasonal music and narra-
tion by the choir.  Please bring a symbol of JOY for the altar. 

Tuesday, December 13, 10:00am – 12:00 pm – Office Open House 
Pastor Carla and Robin the secretary invite all who are able to drop by High House and cele-
brate the season. 

Tuesday, December 13, 7:00pm – A Reflective Advent Worship 
Along with Covenant Christian and Cary First Christian, we will hold a quiet and reflective ser-
vice in our sanctuary for those who wish to center themselves in peace and hope as we pre-
pare for Christmas.  Childcare provided. 

Sunday, December 18, 10:30am – Awaken to Love 
On the fourth Sunday of Advent we draw ever closer to Bethlehem.  Please bring in a symbol 
of LOVE. 

Sunday, December 18, 4:00pm – Caroling with Covenant Christian 
We will meet at the sanctuary, disperse for caroling, and re-gather for a chili supper. 

Saturday, December 24, 7:00pm – Awaken to 
Light: Christmas Eve Service 
An evening of lessons and carols, candle lighting and 
the Christmas Fund offering mark this special night.  All 
ages are welcome! 

Sunday, December 25, 10:30am –Awaken to 
Gifts: Christmas Sunday 
Come in your Christmas PJs or comfy clothes as we 

celebrate the gift of Jesus.  

 Advent, from the Latin verb advenio, meaning to arrive, began Nov. 27 and lasts until Christmas.  
Advent is the liturgical season that marks a new year on the Christian calendar.  A time of expecta-
tion and reflection marked by the color purple, in Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus 
and contemplate how to welcome the Christ child anew in our world.  
 
 In the month of December there is so much we could do, so many things and people who could fill 
up our time.  But you get to decide what to say yes to and what to say no to.  Say yes to that which 
brings you into an awareness of God and feel free to say no to that 
which drains you.   
 
 This year in worship we will experience Advent through the theme 
“Awakenings” as we awaken to the hope, peace, joy, and love of Je-
sus Christ.  Each week, please bring an item to worship that repre-
sents the week’s focus for you.  It might be a picture, an item from 
your home, a piece from nature, or something else meaningful.   Our 
first week is hope, Dec. 4 is peace, Dec. 11 joy, and Dec. 18 love. 
With candles, purple cloths, songs of anticipation, and the words of 
the prophet Isaiah, may the days of Advent awaken us to God and 
our world.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
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 It’s that time again—time to order poinsettias to be used to decorate the sanctuary on Sunday, 
December 18, the Christmas Eve service, and Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25.   

 Forms for ordering the “Christmas Flowers” will be in the bulletins. The last day to order is on 
December 4.  As always, flowers may be given in honor or in memory of special persons.  Perhaps a 
“remembrance” gift for someone who is hard to buy for would be appropriate.  We will be glad to 
send a card to the honoree.  A space for addresses will be included on the form. 

By Susie Oliver 

Covenant  connecting with each other 

A Reflective Advent  
Worship Service 

 

When, in the midst of the ringing cash registers 
And full shopping bags 
You feel the need to be silent awhile. . . 
 
When, as Christmases past cast shadows 
On who and what is missing in this season 
And you need a place to remember, with 
thanks . . . 
 
When, as the calendar fills 
You find yourself wondering where the Christ 
child will fit 
And you need to be still and know . . . 
 
Join Us for a Reflective Advent Worship Service 
December 13, at 7pm at Good Shepherd UCC 
In conjunction with Covenant Christian and Cary 
First Christian. 
 
Childcare provided. 

Art and Incarnation 
  
 

 Join Pastor Carla and others for 
“Art and Incarnation” at the NC Mu-
seum of Art on Thursday, December 
8, at 10am.  We will consider several 
pieces of art through the lens of the 
Christmas story and conclude our 
time together with lunch.  Please sign 
up HERE by December 5. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/art-and-incarnation-tickets-29621802609
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By Sue Rice 

Advent and Christmas P. 2 

Pastor’s Corner P. 2 

3 Dan Hudgins 

3 Sally Johnson 

5 Nora Edwards 

5 Shirley Heiman 

17 Jesse Edwards 

19 Karen Lundin 

20 Thelma Faulk 

22 Bill Helton 

23 Lindsey Gregg-Kearns 

25 Jack Uebel 

26 Lisa Mead 

27 Carol St. Jean 

If you have a birthday in December and it is 
not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and 
let us know.  

Our December 
Birthdays 

The Messiah:  
An Adult Advent Study  
 
 
 
 Each year we are filled with anticipation and 
hope as we prepare to celebrate Advent. We light 
the first Advent candle on Sunday, November 27, 
and Advent ends with the lighting of the Christ 
Candle on Christmas Eve.   
 
 We invite you to journey with us for three 
weeks as we highlight points from a book by Wal-
ter Brueggemann, an Old Testament scholar and 
an ordained UCC minister, Names for the Messi-
ah. In this Advent study, Brueggemann takes “a 
critical look at the four royal 
titles used in Isaiah 9:27: 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.”   
 
 We will discuss one of the 
royal titles in each Advent ses-
sion. Participants will explore 
how the people understood 
these titles during Jesus’ time 
and reflect on how Christians 
interpret the ways in which Je-
sus embodied that title. 
 
 Please join us on this Advent journey as we 
ponder the use of these titles regarding Christ-
mas and the birth of Jesus. Rev. Yvonne Riddick 
will be the facilitator. We will meet Wednesdays—
November 30, December 7 and December 14 at 
10 am at High House.  

By Yvonne Riddick 

 Book Club will not meet in De-
cember.  

 In January we will discuss 
Chiefs by Stuart Woods.  Chiefs 
takes place in the 
fictional town of 

Delano, Georgia, over three gener-
ations, as three different police 
chiefs attempt to identify a serial 
killer operating in the area. It is 
Woods' first published novel and 
won the Edgar Award.  

 We will meet on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 24, at 7 pm at High House. 

 All women in the church are invited to join us for a fun evening of games and fellowship at the 

Women’s Fellowship Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 6, at 7:00 pm in the church sanctuary. 

Bring a wrapped ornament or Christmas item to exchange in our crazy Christmas gift exchange. And 

what would a party be without refreshments. Please bring cookies or other light refreshment to 

share. We are also collecting children's PJs to be donated to the local Pajama Program if you would 

like to participate.  

 

 Questions should be directed to Mary Leong or Kathy Boyer. 

By Kathy Boyer  

and Mary Leong 

http://www.gsucc.org/


 

(5) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

by Gordon Welles 
 

Finances First                         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything  provided  in  this  report, please 
contact me. 
 
Gordon Welles      
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.5% $1,214.12 $0.00 $137,334.92  1/31/2030 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  October 31, 2016** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $190,096.42 $187,148.80 $2,947.62 1.6% 

Total Expenses $168,985.31 $180,865.00 -$11,879.69 -6.6 

Difference $21,111.11       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

Offering Status as of October 31, 2016 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $147,613.91 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2015 $10,683.17  N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $158,297.08 $159,748.50 -$1,451.42 -0.9% 

Loose $18,337.27 $11,758.30 $6,578.97 56.0% 

Total for 2016 $176,634.35 $171,506.80 $5,127.55 3.0% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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By Lindsey Gregg-Kearns 

  

 

 Social Ministries is collecting toy donations for 
The Christmas Store, a ministry sponsored by 
New Horizons Fellowship in Apex. The Christmas 
Store provides low-income parents an opportuni-
ty to shop for Christmas gifts for their children at 
no cost. Store volunteers keep the kids enter-
tained while the parents shop and even wrap 
their purchases to keep the kids from taking 
sneak peeks. 

 New unwrapped toys for kids of all ages are 
welcome. Suggested cost is $10-15 per toy. We 
will gather the toys during worship on December 
4. For more information about The Christmas 
Store, including details about volunteering at the 
store, visit their website:  http://www.nhf.cc/
christmas-store/?utm_campaign=quick-link . 

  Thank you for sharing the gift of Christmas 
with local kids.  

By Linda Velto 

Community  connecting beyond our walls 

  
 
 Good Shepherd UCC is a "community partner" 
with Kroger grocery stores, meaning that GSUCC 
can earn money just by you scanning your Krog-
er Plus rewards card.  This is an easy way to sup-
port GSUCC and raise "passive income" for the 
church, meaning that you don't have to do any-
thing other than buy your groceries and scan 
your card.   
 
Here's how to get started: 
 
1) Have your Kroger Plus card handy, or get one 
from the Customer Service desk at a Kroger 
store. 
 
2) Visit www.kroger.com. 
 
3) Click "Sign In" if you already have an account 
or “Register” to create a User ID/password. 
 
4) If this is your first time visiting the site, you’ll 
need to link your Kroger Plus card number to 
your account. 
 
5) Under "Community” click on “Kroger Com-
munity Rewards”. 
 
6) Search for Good Shepherd United Church of 
Christ. 
 
7) Click the button next to Good Shepherd and 
then click "Enroll". 
 
8) To verify you are enrolled correctly, you will 
see Good Shepherd UCC when you click on "My 
Account" and scroll through the account sum-
mary. 
 
 The amount of quarterly "income" is based on 
the percentage spending of GSUCC supporters in 
relation to all of the Community Cares organiza-
tions.  So, we're not going to plan to pay the util-
ity bills with the income, but every dollar helps!  
If you need assistance linking your Kroger Re-
wards card to GSUCC, please see Lindsey Gregg-
Kearns. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.nhf.cc/christmas-store/?utm_campaign=quick-link
http://www.nhf.cc/christmas-store/?utm_campaign=quick-link
http://www.kroger.com
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By Susie Oliver 

 Good Shepherd is going to have a float in the Cary Christmas parade again this year. The parade 
will start at 2 pm on Saturday, December 10. Our “float” will again be Matt and Lisa Mead’s decorated 
red boat! This is excellent way for us to make community aware that we welcome everyone, regard-
less of who they are or where they are on life’s journey.   

 There are lots of ways you can help if you wish to be involved with this church-wide project orga-
nized by Outreach:    

 Decorating the float: helping decorate the boat, loaning garlands or other decorations to be used 

 Participating in the parade: riding on the float, walking beside the float, handing out candy to 
spectators  

 Donating candy to be distributed to spectators, especially if you have any candy left over from 
trick or treat that doesn’t include a Halloween theme. 

 If you are interested in helping with the float or have suggestions about this fun activity, please 
contact Lindsey Gregg-Kearns. 

By Susie Oliver 

Share Our Advent Traditions 
  
 Lighting the candles on the Advent wreath every Sunday, the children’s pageant telling the story of 
Jesus’ birth in a special way, the beautiful music of the cantata, the gentle glow of candlelight as we 
sing on Christmas Eve--these Advent traditions are treasured by us at Good Shepherd. The Christmas 
season is a time when some people without a church home seek out a community to celebrate the 
holidays. Invite a friend, family member, neighbor or co-worker to join you in worship! This is a great 
time of year to encourage someone else to experience all that we find special about sharing God’s 
love at GSUCC! 

  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Miriam Perez 

Children  connecting with our future 

 

 

 It's that time of year once again – time to 
share the joyful music of the Christmas season, 
in partnership with folks from Covenant Christian 
Church. We will meet at the GSUCC sanctuary at 
4:00 PM to organize car pools. From there we 
will visit the homes and assisted living centers of 
several members of both churches, where we’ll 
share the gifts of music and Christmas cheer. 
Afterward, we will meet back at Good Shepherd 
for a late dinner, finishing up by about 8:00. 
Please bring a dish to share with others. Re-
member to dress warmly, and feel free to bring a 
friend along – all are welcome. You don't even 
need to be the best singer – the more, the mer-
rier! For more information, please contact Linda 
Velto at lindavelto@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Work is well under way at 3521 Crittenden 
Lane in Holly Springs, the Habitat for Humanity 
building site for the future home of Carlos and 
Juliemar Baez. As part of the Cary Coalition of 
Churches, Good Shepherd will send a team to 
build on December 3, December 31, and January 
21. Habitat can also use individual volunteers vir-
tually every Thursday, Friday, and Saturday in 
December and January. Work days run from 8:15 
AM—4:00 PM. Anyone age 16 and older is wel-
come, with or without experience in home con-
struction. For further details, including exact lo-
cation and anticipated tasks, and to sign up to 
help, please visit the Habitat volunteer website: 
http://vhub.at/CaryCoalition.  

By Linda Velto 
By Linda Velto 

Children’s Advent Pageant 

 We will be presenting the children's pageant to the congregation on Sunday, December 4, as part 

of the 10:30 am worship service.  Our rehearsal will be Saturday, December 3, from 1:30 to 4:30 

pm (although 3-5 year olds can come at 3:00 pm.)  There are a variety of roles available, ranging 

from no-stress pantomime parts, to Bible readers, to more involved roles with lines to learn.  Please 

use this online sign-up sheet to let Miriam Perez know what kind of part would be best for your 

child.  Make sure to include your child's name and age in the comments.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
http://vhub.at/CaryCoalition
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=32512999&msgid=148799&act=9PAE&c=1575195&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F10c0d45ada929a02-advent
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By Linda Velto 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 In October, the United Church of Christ Board 
of Directors affirmed a refreshed mission, pur-
pose, and vision for the UCC. 
 
 The UCC purpose statement comes from the 
Gospel of Matthew: To love God with all our 
heart, mind, soul, and strength and our 
neighbor as ourselves. 
  
 Mission statement: United in Spirit and in-
spired by God's grace, we welcome all, love 
all, and seek justice for all. 
  
 And the vision: United in Christ's love, a 
just world for all. 
  
 UCC General Minister and President Rev. John 
Dorhauer said, "Every week I travel the globe 
witnessing what it looks like when the United 
Church of Christ commits itself to love and jus-
tice.  I call upon every covenant partner to em-
brace fully this call to love and justice; and to 
share with leaders in the church what that ex-
pression of love looks like in their ministry set-
ting." 
 
 What does 
the UCC vision 
look like at Good 
Shepherd? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
 
 My program with Wake Forest Divinity School, 
funded with a grant from the Lily Foundation, 
came to an end in November.  Over two years I 
was afforded the opportunity to meet regularly 

 
 
 "It wasn’t easy picking up the telephone to share with 
you my present situation. In fact, it was one of the most 
humiliating experiences of my life although it reminded 
me that grace still happens. Sometimes we as clergy 
persons lose sight of God’s grace when the negative stuff 
comes into our lives." 

 "…thanks so much for sharing your time and ministry 
with me. Your most gracious gift is appreciated more 
than words can say as I continue to live in the 
'meantime." 

 These words are from a pastor who was the 
recipient of assistance from The Christmas Fund, 
a special mission offering of the UCC. This minis-
try provides financial grants to active and retired 
clergy and lay employees of the UCC. Retired 
clergy with low-income annuities may find it diffi-
cult to meet increasing living costs. Others need 
help with health care costs or emergency expens-
es. Through The Christmas Fund you have an op-
portunity to say “thank you” to people who have 
devoted their lives to doing God’s work in the 
Church. The Christmas Fund offering will be taken 
at the Christmas Eve service, Christmas Day, and 
the Sunday after Christmas. 

throughout NC with seven other clergy in the ear-
ly part of their careers.  During our time togeth-
er, including a trip to Nicaragua, we met with 
business and community leaders on the topics of 
healthcare, education, race, economics, hunger, 
and the environment.  We reflected on how each 
one of these issues touched our community and 
what our response was as faith leaders.  At the 
end, we each developed a project specific to our 
location.  In the months to come you will hear 
more about the project I developed in conjunc-
tion with a group from Good Shepherd around 
health.  Over the course of the program we also 
developed deep and trusting relationships that 
allowed us to be challenged and grow in our work 
as pastors.  This was truly a time that fed my 
soul and my ministry and I am already missing it.  
I thank you for the opportunity to have continu-
ing education leave to be able to participate in 
such a program.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 
Moderator: Lisa Mead 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Melinda Devenouges 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer, Leslie Cole & 
Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10 am — 2 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9 am — 12 pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

A Bell Tower? 
 

 Well not exactly.  A cell phone tower company 
approached the Church about the possibility of 
renting a small portion of our property to build a 
tower.  They would build what is called a stealth 
tower e.g., disguised as a church bell tower.  The 
Church Council has agreed to start discussions 
with the company.  We are in the preliminary 
discussions and there is no obligation on either 
party at this time.  However, if the tower is built, 
we will receive at least $1,000 per month in rent.  
If you would like more information please contact 
Dave Stonefield. 

By Dave Stonefield 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

