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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road, Cary, NC 27513 

 

Intergenerational Sunday Study with Child Care:  9 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship and Child Care:  10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School Classes for Children age 3 – grade 5:  10:45 a.m. 
Wednesday Choir Rehearsal:  7:30 p.m. 
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Ash Wednesday Dinner and Service 

    February 10; 6:30pm  

 at Good Shepherd      

    with Covenant Christian 

 

Wednesday Night Dinner and Series 

    Feb 17, 24, Mar 2, 9, 16; 6pm  

    at High House 

 

Palm Sunday 

    March 20; 10:30am Worship 

 

Maundy Thursday 

    March 24, Evening Worship  

    at Covenant Christian 

 

 

Easter Sunday: 7:30am Early Service, 8:30am Breakfast,  

9:30am Bonnet Contest and Egg Hunt, 10:30am Worship 

Lent & Easter at Good Shepherd 

February 10-March 27 

Formed  

& Transformed  

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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The 
Pastor’s Corner 

Communion  connecting with God 

 

 Nicaragua is a country that has fallen out of 
the regular news cycle in recent decades.  After 
generations of living under a U.S. backed dicta-
torship, the Nicaraguan Revolution took place in 
1979 toppling the cruel Somoza regime and put-
ting into power the Sandinista National Libera-
tion Front.  The United States government was 
unhappy with the revolution and supported 
those against the new government who were 
referred to as the Contras.  Nicaragua became a 
proxy war battleground of the Cold War.  Oliver 
North and the Iran-Contra Affair ring any bells?   

 The 1980s may 
have been the last 
time you heard much 
about Nicaragua at 
all.  Since the Revolu-
tion and the armed 
conflict that followed, 
Nicaragua has strug-
gled to create a sta-
ble democracy and 
prosperity for its citi-
zens.  While many 
have experienced the 
benefits of political 

and economic stability, Nicaragua still has many 
isolated communities of subsistence farmers lo-
cated in the central mountains that are difficult to 
reach.  It can take as many as seven hours by 
horseback to reach some villages, after leaving 
the main highway.   

 So while Nicaragua has universal health care, 
it is not easily accessed in remote rural communi-
ties.  This is where the work of AMOS: Health and 
Hope, the organization I recently visited and 
worked with for ten days, comes in.   AMOS 
works to create community based health care in 
villages where they are invited.  They listen to 
the people, reflect with them, and help them cre-
ate their plan of action for improving the health in 
their communities.  Then AMOS helps provide and 
connect them to the necessary resources, all the 
while seeking to empower the local community.   

 AMOS’s predecessor organization was founded 
over 50 years ago by Gustavo Parajon, a Nicara-
guan doctor and pastor.  The work is now led by 
his son and daughter-in-law, Drs. David and 
Laura Parajon, who serve as American Baptist 
missionaries. Many years ago, Dr. Parajon no-

ticed a deep need and 
decided to do some-
thing about it.   

 What is it today 
that we notice is a 
deep need?  At AMOS, 
the first step is always 
to listen.  Together, 
let us listen for the 
deep need that is 
making itself known.   

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

  

 Popular media often 
portrays evolution and 
religious faith as mutu-
ally exclusive ideolo-
gies. During the month 
of February (in honor of Charles Darwin’s birth-
day on Feb. 12), Katherine Gleason will lead the 
Intergenerational Class in exploring how the 
theory of evolution (and science in general) and 
religion can coexist and even complement each 

By Katherine Gleason 

other. No specific scien-
tific knowledge is neces-
sary!  

  

 Intergenerational Class is open to everyone 
from middle school age through adult. Class 
starts at 9 am at High House with refreshments. 

Intergenerational Sunday School Class 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Sue Rice 
 

 In February, the Book Club 
will be reading Furiously Hap-
py:  A Funny Book About Horri-
ble Things in which author Jenny 
Lawson explores her lifelong bat-
tle with mental illness.   This is a 
hilarious book that includes ridic-

ulous situations combined with serious reflec-
tions on the anxiety and depression that have 
plagued the author her entire life.  We will meet 
Tuesday, February 23, at 7pm, at High House, 
to discuss this insightful and laugh-out–loud 
funny memoir.  Please join us. 

Covenant  connecting with each other 

  

 Due to inclement 

weather in January, 

Women’s Fellowship 

was postponed to Sat-

urday, February 6.   

 Join us as we prepare 

potpies for our Meals to 

Go program.  We will 

meet at 10:00 AM in the 

church kitchen.  We will 

also discuss future activ-

ities for this month and 

beyond.  

By Kathy Boyer 

Soda Tab Collection 

 

 We will be discontinuing 

our soda tab collection 

fundraiser.  Please bring in 

all your remaining soda 

tabs by February 28 and we will make our final 

recycling deposit for a refund.  The collection jar 

is now located in the Education Building. Thank 

you for your participation throughout these past 

years. 

By Dave Stonefield 

Ash Wednesday Soup Supper 

Bring a pot of soup or some 

bread to share and join us for 

our annual Ash Wednesday soup 

supper service on February 10, 

at 6:30 PM.   

Covenant Christian will be joining 

us again this year.  

Ordination Service for 

Jimmy Gibbs 
 It is an honor for us to join in celebration with 

Jimmy Gibbs by hosting his Ordination Service 

on Sunday, February 28, at 3:00 PM.  Following 

the service, we will serve a reception of heavy 

hors d’oeuvres.   

 Help  us  make  this a special occasion for 

Jimmy by bringing a favorite 

hors d’oeuvre of your own to 

share.   

 A sign-up sheet will be 
available in the narthex on 
February 7.   For questions re-
garding the reception, talk to 
Gail Stonefield at:                 
gail_stonefield@bellsouth.net  

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:gail_stonefield@bellsouth.net
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MEET THE MEMBER:  

MARGARET SHIMOTA By Margaret Shimota 

Outreach Ministry invites new members to 
share more about themselves as a way for 
the congregation to get to know them 
more deeply.  Below is a sketch of the life 
of Margaret Shimota, in her own words….  
 
 I first came to a worship service in May 
of 2014 – it was Holy Humor Sunday.  I 
was greeted and welcomed so warmly 
that I immediately felt at 
home.  I returned the next 
Sunday and have been at-
tending here ever since the 
first day I laughed with you 
all.  I have been compelled 
to return again and again: 
to hear the thoughtful, the-
ologically sound, prophetic, 
and often whimsical and po-
etic preaching; to join in the 
joyful congregational sing-
ing provided under the tal-
ented and deeply spiritual 
leadership of Linda Velto 
and the rest of the music 
leadership team; to enjoy 
the friendship and fellowship of the wom-
en who went out of their way to include 
me in their circle; to become involved in 
the ways that this congregation reaches 
out with the Love of the One. 
 
 I grew up on a farm in rural, northern 
Minnesota and attended a small country 
Lutheran Church.  After moving to Tuc-
son, AZ, to attend the U of Arizona, I 
again attended a Lutheran congregation 
where I was very involved in the roles of 
worship and music leadership.  Children's 
choirs, Sunday School music, Christmas 
programs, VBS music, writing and plan-
ning liturgies seemed to be all consuming, 
and very enjoyable tasks for more than 
25 years.    
 

 Over the years, I developed a yearning, 
for something more quiet and meditative, 
at which time I joined a Presbyterian 
Church in Tucson and participated in the 
Service for the Eighth Day, which helped 
me explore and nurture a deeper spiritual-
ity, and to reexamine and re-explore my 
basic beliefs. This community lived with 
the “questions” and the “comma” and will 

be forever beloved to me.  I 
am now very much relishing 
my “place in the pew.” 
 
 I moved to the NC area 
four years ago to be near to 
family in Cary.  I was fortu-
nate to be able to continue 
my work as a hospice nurse 
here with Transitions Life 
Care, until my recent retire-
ment.  I have three children, 
all married, (living in Cary, 
Phoenix and Kuala Lumpur) 
and four grandchildren. 
 Two of my sweet grand-
children have significant 

health issues – one with Type I Diabetes 
and celiac disease, and one with a rare 
and progressive kidney disease.  My 
daughters and their wonderful spouses 
provide so well for these dear children and 
I give thanks daily for committed and 
compassionate health care providers in NC 
and Malaysia.  I covet prayer support for 
Noah and Allie as they courageously live 
their lives. 
 
 Now that I am a retired person, I hope 
to enjoy even more my avocational inter-
ests of reading, quilting, hiking, cheering 
on the U of Arizona Wildcats, and hope to 
travel to re-connect with old friends and 
meet new ones.  I also hope to become 
more involved with the opportunities of-
fered by GSUCC and volunteer my time.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Gordon Welles 
Finances First 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Includes prior year pledge payments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
Gordon Welles 
708-460-0428  treasurer@gsucc.org 
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the 
year and you need to make changes on the 

amount you have pledged for the year (up or 
down) please contact us: Gordon Welles 

(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for 
your monetary gifts but also for 

your gifts of time and talent. 

If you have any questions 
about the church’s budget 

or anything provided in this 
report, please contact me. 

Offering Status as of December 31, 2015: 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted 
Over 

Delta % (Under) 
Budget 

Pledges Received* $158,240.21 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2014      $11,729.24 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $169,969.45 $175,096.00 ($5,126.55)     -2.9% 

Loose $14,049.76 $12,720.00 $1,329.76    10.5% 

Total for 2015 $184,019.21 $187,816.00 ($3,796.79)     -2.0% 

   

 
Mortgage 

 
Rate 

 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest & Principal) 

 Additional  
Principal 
Payment 

 
 Balance 

 
Estimated 

Payoff Date  
 Capital 

Improvement 
 

 5% 
  

$1,214.12 
 

 $0.00 
  

$142,478.34 
  

1/31/2030 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  December 31, 2015* 

   YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) Budget % Difference 

Total Income: $194,969.35 $194,386.00 $583.35 .3% 

Total Expenses: $187,043.13 $190,091.00 -$3,047.87 -1.6% 

Difference: $7,926.22       

     

*Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Our February Birthdays 
2  Joshua Mares 
4  Debbie Rivenbark 
6  Shawn Rowland 
7  Janet Edwards 
7  Carolyn Cole 
9  Tim McElroy 
12  Zack McElroy 
14  Sylvia Buchanan 
16  Sarah Rowland 
18  Gordon Welles 
22  Thelma Stansell 
23  Susan Carney 
29  Mary Leong 

If you have a birthday in February and it is not 
listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and let us know. 

Update on Rezoning the Property 

 

 As we reported in the last newsletter, we are proceeding with the rezoning of the two properties 
that the Church owns.  On January 6, the Town of Cary held a “neighborhood meeting” for residents 
and landowners near our properties to hear about the proposed zoning change.  About 20 neighbors 
attended the meeting and none expressed any major concerns about what we are proposing.  The 
town departments are reviewing the submission and we are arranging meetings with the town staff 
to discuss their comments.  The next milestone will be a public hearing in front of the Cary Town 
Council.  Hopefully, the hearing will be in February. 

 Our 2016 church budget does not include the cost for the rezoning of the properties.  The Church 
Council voted to borrow from the Elise Williams Fund to pay for the rezoning. The Church had previ-
ously voted to use the Elise Williams Fund to pay for several projects.  However, some of those pro-
jects depend upon the rezoning of the High House Road property.  Once we know the total rezoning 
cost, the Council will present to the Church a plan to pay for the rezoning. 

 On February 14, after the morning service, we will have an open meeting to answer 
questions about the rezoning process. 

 

 

 Remember to bring 

a dish or two to share 

for our Fifth Sunday 

Potluck, January 31. 

Then stay and enjoy a 

Hymn Sing towards the 

end of the gathering, presented by the Music 

Committee.   

Nourishment on many 

levels! 

By Kathy Boyer 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Children  connecting with our future 

 All women of Good Shepherd are invited to 
participate in our next Women’s Chorale. We’ll 
rehearse in the sanctuary on Sundays Feb. 7 
and Feb. 14, at 9:30 AM and sing during wor-
ship on Feb. 14. Whether 
you’re a regular member of 
the choir or you’ve never 
sung with a group before, 
you are welcome! If you 
have wanted to sing with 

By Linda Velto 

the choir but don’t have the time, the Women’s 
Chorale commitment of just two Sunday morn-
ings is a great opportunity! If you are a teen or 
adult woman who enjoys singing, please share 

your voice with the Wom-
en’s Chorale. For more in-
formation,  speak to Linda 
Velto or Carla Gleason. 

 

 The Christian Education Committee hopes 
your children are enjoying our Sunday School 
Year! We have three groups of children: Little 
Lambs (age newborn to 3 years), Shining 
Sheep (age 3 years-K), and Empowered Eagles 
(Grades 1-5).  

 For our Little Lambs and Shining Sheep, we 
have three amazing childcare workers who care 
for our little ones. We also have a wonderful 
group of Empowered Eagles Sunday School 
teachers who rotate the four Sundays that we 
offer Sunday School each month.  

 This year, in coordination with the overall 
church, the Empowered Eagles added a special 
emphasis on Caring for Creation. Each child in 
that class has a Nature Journal they use to 
document observations about the outside 
world, like the changing of the seasons.  

 Also new this year is the music being offered 
by Chris Alberti and Janet Edwards on two Sun-
days of the month. They join the Empowered 
Eagles Sunday School room for the last 30 
minutes and teach the children songs. During 
this time, we also invite the Shining Sheep to 
join the music fun.  

Women’s Chorale 

By Debra Buchanan 

 Often, our Sunday School lessons originate 
from a faith formation resource called Spark-
house. You can check out more information 
about them here:  

http://wearesparkhouse.org/kids/spark/.  

 If you ever have any questions or comments 
about Sunday School, please do not hesitate to 
ask Debra Buchanan. 

 (debra.buchanan@gmail.com) 

  

 January was low-key, with a meeting on Sun-

day, Jan. 10, where we discussed resolutions 

and our spaghetti dinner. 

 February will be exciting for the Youth Group! 

We will be at Dorcas on Saturday, Feb. 6, from 

11 am to 2 pm. We will be collecting change for 

Souper Bowl Sunday on Feb. 7. On Sunday, Feb. 

21, we will meet at High House after church to 

finalize our plans for our spaghetti dinner fund-

raiser. We hope everyone will come out for the 

fundraiser on Saturday, Feb. 27, at 6 pm! 

By Katherine Gleason 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://wearesparkhouse.org/kids/spark/
mailto:debra.buchanan@gmail.com
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

 
 
  
 Thanks to the hard 
work and dedication of 
many volunteers from 
Good Shepherd and oth-
er churches of the Cary 

Coalition, the house on Evans Road is nearly 
complete! A few slots are available for the final 
workday on Saturday, January 30. Sign up 
online at vhub.at/carycoalition2015. 
 
 The home will be dedicated on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 13, at 2:00 PM. Everyone from Good 
Shepherd is invited to attend. Parking is availa-
ble at the River Rock Swim Club, 1401 Evans 
Rd., about ¼ mile from the home site. Come 
see how we have answered the call to love our 
neighbor with our of-
fering of time, talents, 
and resources.  

By Linda Velto 

A Warm Welcome to GSUCC 

Visitors! 
            By Susie Oliver 

 As you may have noticed, GSUCC has experi-
enced a larger than usual number of first-time 
visitors in the past few months.  From October 
through mid-January, we have had over 30 first
-time local individuals or families attend our 
Sunday worship service!  Many of these new-
comers found us through our wonderful website 
or through a Google search.  Many have been a 
part of UCC congregations who were looking for 
a UCC church in the Cary area.  Others weren’t 
familiar with the UCC but were looking for a 
progressive church that is welcoming and open 
to all.  And others came because one of our 
members told them about our church and invit-
ed them to attend.  
 
 Regardless of their reason for visiting us, we 
welcome these newcomers.  Many have said 
they decided to return because they felt the 
genuine welcome of our congregation.  A warm 
welcome, especially to first-time visitors, is a 
custom at GSUCC and you are commended for 
continuing this tradition.  Your smiling face and 
extended hand is a wonderful reflection of God’s 
love! 
 
 Remember, to pass the word along that no 
matter who you are or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome at GUSCC.  We are a 
place for you, as you are.   

 

 

 

 

 

 The Youth Group is hosting a spaghetti dinner fundraiser on Saturday, Feb. 27, at 6 pm in the 

Sanctuary! Please join us for a delicious meal and support the Youth in going to the National Youth 

Event in July! Pastor Carla will also be giving a presentation about her recent trip to Nicaragua. Tick-

ets are $10 for adults (12+), $7 for children age 2-11, free for children under two. Proceeds will go to 

the Youth Group fund to support future trips (e.g., National Youth Event, mission trips, Winter Youth 

Retreat). Please see Katherine Gleason to purchase tickets by Feb. 21. (If you are unable to attend 

the dinner but still want to support the Youth Group’s efforts, please see Katherine Gleason.) 

By Katherine Gleason 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://vhub.at/carycoalition2015
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Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

 

  

 The big football game is Feb. 7, 

which means that it is also Souper Bowl 

Sunday, when the Youth Group collects 

money to fight hunger. Our funds go to 

the food pantry at Dorcas. Last year we 

raised over $330. The Youth Group will 

be waiting at the back of the sanctuary after service to collect your do-

nations. Remember to bring your coins to dump in our soup pots and 

hopefully we will raise even more money this year! 

By Katherine Gleason 

Mission to Relocate Refugees 

 

 For those of you who have recently read about the intensifying need of refugees from war ravaged 
places in the world and asked yourself, “What can I do?” GSUCC may have an answer. Karen Smith 
has also asked herself that question and discovered an answer. She has begun forming a committee 
to work with “The U.S. Committee for Refugees & Immigrants.” http://refugees.org/field-office/north
-carolina/ The project they have decided to become associated with involves helping refugees furnish 
apartments with donations. If anyone is interested in helping with this committee, please email Karen 
Smith karen@alldogsallowedinc.com for further information. 

By Nan Nelson 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://refugees.org/field-office/north-carolina/
http://refugees.org/field-office/north-carolina/
mailto:karen@alldogsallowedinc.com


 

(10) 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 

Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Ministerial Intern: Amy Burki 

Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 

Moderator: Lisa Mead 

Secretary: Robin Miller 

Pianist: Linda Velto 

Choir Director: Carla Gleason 

Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 

Custodian: Melinda Devenouges  

Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer, Nanette Nelson & 

Susie Oliver 

 

Office Hours: 

Senior Pastor: W 10am — 2pm 

Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9am — 12pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

 

 

 Coming off the historic Climate Agreement 
reached in Dec. 2015 in Paris, it feels like the 
world is shifting and hopes are high for 2016 (at 
least my own hope is high!)  Although there are 
still many miles to go, it feels we may finally be 
getting started on the path to a world that is 
healthier, cleaner and in right relationship with 
God.  We all know God only needs a small crack 
to get in and make things happen! 

  Do you wonder how your own actions can 
contribute to this new vision?  Although there 
are countless ways that you as an individual can 
make a difference, I would like to suggest in 
this article that you begin the process of 
educating yourself about fossil fuel divestment.  
As many of us now understand, if we continue 
to burn fossil fuels at current rates, carbon 
pollution will continue unchecked.  Spiritual 
leaders around the world, such as Desmond 
Tutu, the Pope and our own UCC are calling on 
individuals and institutions to divest;  many 
secular leaders, such as Bill McKibben (raised in 
the UCC!) and Robert Redford are also making 
this call.  To date 1.3 trillion dollars have been 
divested from fossil fuel businesses and good 
investing alternatives are available and viable.  

 If you would like to learn more about how 
you can approach the process, go to the link at 
the end of this article where you will find an 
excellent guide to help you get started.  The 
guide explains the moral imperative to work 
against climate change and suggestions on how 
to get started. The language used in the guide 
is easily understood and helps break down the 
process to make it seem more possible.  
Additionally, if you don't have any investments 
in fossil fuel companies (either directly or 

indirectly), you can write institutions such as 
your alma mater or your workplace and ask 
them to divest.  Finally, to repeat what I say in 
almost every article that I write: YOUR ACTIONS 
MATTER!  NO ACTION OR EFFORT IS TOO 
SMALL! 

Extracting Fossil Fuels from Your 
Portfolio: A Guide to Personal Divestment 
and Reinvestment 

By Jean Miller Lee 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
http://vols.pt/vZpRif
http://www.trilliuminvest.com/extracting-fossil-fuels-from-your-portfolio-a-guide-to-personal-divestment-and-reinvestment/
http://www.trilliuminvest.com/extracting-fossil-fuels-from-your-portfolio-a-guide-to-personal-divestment-and-reinvestment/
http://www.trilliuminvest.com/extracting-fossil-fuels-from-your-portfolio-a-guide-to-personal-divestment-and-reinvestment/

