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 On January 3, we will welcome Amy Burki as the ministerial intern at 
Good Shepherd. As part of her ordination requirements though the South-
eastern Wisconsin Association of the United Church of Christ she will work 
with us for 9 months, 10-15 hrs./week. Amy will focus her time on youth 
and teaching ministries but you will also see her leading worship, preach-
ing, and doing visitations. Here is a little bit of information to help you get 
to know Amy.  
 My name is Amy Burki and I’m 40 years old. I attended the University of 
Wisconsin – Platteville and graduated with a B.S. in biology with an empha-
sis in zoology and pre-medicine. I had all intentions of going to medical 
school after college to become a general surgeon, but 
God had different plans for me. I decided that if I 
wasn’t going to go to medical school and become a 
doctor, the least I could do was get into the phar-
maceutical business and help them. I worked for 11 
years at PPD, a con- tract research pharmaceutical 
company. Even though I loved my job (and I loved it up 
until the day I left), I felt very unfulfilled. 
 After much soul searching and a bit of divine in-
tervention, I applied to United Theological Seminary, be-
gan classes in 2012 and I plan on graduating, God 
willing, in December of 2016. At the start of my semi-
nary journey I was a member of Pilgrim UCC in Grafton, WI, where I be-
came a Member in Discernment through the SE Association of Wisconsin 
and have decided to keep my home church there at Pilgrim as I journey to-
ward ordination with the UCC. 
 I grew up Presbyterian. My mother’s father, sister and brother are all 
ordained Presbyterian ministers. Before my parents settled at a Congrega-
tional Church, I had huge influences to my church experience in the Presby-
terian Church. I have always felt a connection to the Holy yet it wasn’t ap-
parent to me until later in life that the bridge from the Holy to helping peo-
ple on a sincere, heartfelt level was where I needed the fulfilling. I was 
helping people on a systemic level but not connecting them with God – and 
connecting me at a deeper level. Once settled, I grew more theological 
roots with the Congregational church and have re-
mained with the UCC since I was about 10. Con’t on next page  
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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

Pastor Carla Travels to Nicaragua  
By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

I will be on continuing education leave Jan 6-
16.  As part of my program with Wake Forest 
University Divinity School I will be traveling to 
Nicaragua with WFDS faculty and a group of 
pastors from North Carolina.  We will spend the 
majority of our time with AMOS Health and 
Hope.  AMOS is "a Christian non-profit organi-
zation that exists to improve the health of im-
poverished communities by working alongside 
them in health, education and development". 
We will be visit AMOS sites in the capital Mana-
gua and also travel to a rural community before 
ending our time in Granada. We will spend our 
days helping to paint a clinic, having conversa-
tions with health workers and faith leaders, and 
learning about how these communities are 
tackling some of the same issues we have been 
talking about over the last year—poverty, envi-
ronmental sustainability, education, and 
healthcare. I look forward to sharing with you 
all about the trip when I return. Minister Linda 
Velto will be on call and available while I am 
away. 

 As far as my home life goes, I have an in-
credibly loving partner, Joy, who is also in sem-
inary and seeking ordination with the UCC.  We 
have three children: Alexis (a 7th grade 13 year 
old), Samantha (a 4th grade 9 year old) and 
Madelyn (a 1st grade 6 year old). We currently 
have 3 dogs as well: Ziggy (a 15 year old 
Westie), Ginger (a 4 year old pug/Chihuahua 
mix) and Trudy (a 5 year old Papillion). All kids 
(furry or not) make life interesting and I would-
n’t change it for anything! 
 This busyness in life with kids and animals 
doesn’t prevent me from enjoying my own in-
terests: singing, playing the guitar (although I 
am very out of practice), cross stitching, hang-
ing out with my family at the beach or playing 

The 
Pastor’s Corner 

With UCC General Minister and 
President John Dorhauer 

 
February 6, 2016, 9am-1pm 

United Church of Chapel Hill 
By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 

You are invited to a workshop on racial justice 

with the Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer that will also 

include a documentary on the Wilmington 10 

and a discussion with Dr. Kenneth R. Janken, 

UNC professor, Department of African, African 

American, and Diaspora Studies, and Director, 

UNC Center for the Study of the American 

South, and author of a new book on the 

Wilmington 10. 

The cost is $15 and lunch is included. 

For details and to register, go to 

http://unitedchurch.org/retreat-with-reverend-

dr-john-dorhauer-united-church-of-christ-

general-minister-and-president/  

basketball or going out for ice cream. I love rid-
ing bikes and taking nature walks. I have grown 
to like reading (since that’s about all you do in 
seminary) but love to relax to watching a family 
movie or television with just Joy. 
 Most important out of all of this is for me to 
convey that my life is very blessed and as I of-
ten say – my cup overflows! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://unitedchurch.org/retreat-with-reverend-dr-john-dorhauer-united-church-of-christ-general-minister-and-president/
http://unitedchurch.org/retreat-with-reverend-dr-john-dorhauer-united-church-of-christ-general-minister-and-president/
http://unitedchurch.org/retreat-with-reverend-dr-john-dorhauer-united-church-of-christ-general-minister-and-president/
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

By Kathy Boyer 
 Join us to make pot pies for our Meals to Go 
program this month. We will meet on Saturday, 
January 23, at 10:00 AM in the church kitchen. 
 For February, we had talked about making 
Valentines and delivering them to patients at 
Raleigh Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center.   
Nancy Wrenn, who has been a part of Good 
Shepherd since the early days, is a patient 
there.  She was one of our first nursery 
caregivers. She took care of our young adults, 
back when they 
were just toddlers. 
We will discuss the 
date and details of 
this project as we 
make pot pies. 

By Dave Stonefield 

Our annual golf outing will 

be on April 17 at the 

Lochmere Golf Club on 

Kildaire Farm Road.  If you 

are interested in helping  

plan the event please see 

Dave Stonefield. 

Our Rezoning Continues... 
By David Stonefield 

 On December 10 we submitted the 
paperwork to rezone both the Maynard Road 
and the High House Road properties to MXD (a 
multiple use zoning). The Town of Cary has 
accepted our request for review.  After the 
town’s planning staff reviews our request, they 
will hold a meeting for the abutters (anyone 
within 800 feet of our property). We expect 
that the meeting will be in January. Following 
the abutters meeting the request will go to the 
Planning Board and the Town Council. Most 
optimistic projection is that we may get 
approval in May. If you have any questions 
please see Dave Stonefield. 

 In February GSUCC will be working to up-

date the digital directory. Do you or your fam-

ily need your pictures updated? Do we not 

have a picture of you at all? People with cam-

eras will be available in church to take pic-

tures for you during the month of January. If 

you go to a fun place in the month of January 

and have a family photo taken, send it to the 

church secretary for the directory. We can 

scan and return the photo. If you have an 

electronic version that would be better. You 

may also hand a physical copy (please label 

them on the back) to Nan Nelson or you 

may email an electronic version to 

He’s not your 

Father—He’s Luke’s 

Father!... 

Time for a new 

picture? 

http://www.gsucc.org/


 

(4) 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

 In January, the book club is reading Snow Falling on 
Cedars by David Guterson.  The story takes place in 
1954 on San Pedro Island off the coast of Washington. 
It is a story of forbidden love, love lost and love re-
turned. It is a reminder of the devastation of Japanese 
internment, misunderstanding and miscommunication. 
This is not a “who done it story”, but a story that 
questions fairness and forgiveness. Please join our dis-

cussion at High House on Tuesday, January 26, at 7:00pm. 

Our January Birthdays 
9  Norma Young 

12  Bob Bedi 

12  Alex Mead  

16  Katherine Gleason,  

23  Susan Rice 

24  Rob Lundin 

31  Mary Barker 

If you have a birthday in 

January and it is not listed, please call 

(919) 481-1441 and let us know. 

nanelson627@gmail.com. There will also be a 

special mailbox in the education building to 

drop off pictures (please label). 

 We also need any address, phone number or 

email changes sent to the church office so we 

may keep those up to date. Please send any 

information to secretary@gsucc.org or Good 

Shepherd UCC, 1050 NW Maynard Rd., Cary, 

NC 27513. You may also call the secretary at 

919-481-1441 x101. 

By Sue Rice 

 Listen without interrupting (Proverbs18) 

 Speak without accusing (James 1:19) 

 Give without sparing (Proverbs 21:26) 

 Pray without ceasing (Colossians 1:9) 

 Answer without arguing (Proverbs 17:1) 

 Share without pretending (Ephesians 4:15) 

 Enjoy without complaint (Philippians 2:14) 

 Trust without wavering (Corinthians 13:7) 

 Forgive without punishing (Colossians 3:13) 

 Promise without forgetting (Proverbs 13:12) 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:nanelson627@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@gsucc.org
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By Gordon Welles 
Finances First 
 
Offering Status as of November 30, 2015: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Includes prior year pledge payments 
 
 
 
 
Total Year-to-Date In-

come and Expenses as of November 30, 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Does 

not include special capital expenses or special income. 
 
 
New Year’s Resolution – Keep Your Pledge Current 
 
Each new year brings with it a desire to begin anew – to make promises to yourself to change 
behaviors for the better.  I would suggest one – help your church by being as regular as you 
can be with your promised contributions to your church. 
 
 

Your faith community thanks you for your support! 
 
 
 
Blessings for a New Year and thanks to all! 
   Gordon Welles 
708-460-0428  treasurer@gsucc.org 
 

 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes 
during the year and you need to 

make changes on the amount you 
have pledged for the year (up or 
down) please contact us: Gordon 
Welles (treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not 
only for your monetary 
gifts but also for your gifts 
of time and talent. 

If you have any 
questions about the 
church’s budget or 

anything provided in 
this report, please 

contact me. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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By Linda Velto 

 Glo-o-o-o-o-ri-a in excelsis Deo! We certainly 

heard the music of angels at Good Shepherd 

through the month of December, especially the 

littlest angels at the Christmas Eve service. 

Thank you to everyone who shared their time 

and talents to create the sounds of the season. 

Whether you are a long-time regular of the music 

program or just jumped in for the first time, 

thank you! Whether you sang with the choir for 

the cantata, danced, played guitar, trumpet, or 

piano, or sang a solo for Christmas, thank you! A 

special shout-out goes to Chris Alberti and Janet 

Edwards for preparing the little ones to sing, and 

to Carla Gleason for all her work on the cantata. 

Of all seasons of the year, Christmas is most 

closely associated with music. Thank you to all 

who helped us lift our collective congregational 

voice in song and praise! 

 Visiting members of the congregation to sing 

Christmas carols is a long-time tradition of Good 

Shepherd. This year a group of 22 people—

members and friends of GSUCC and Covenant 

Christian Church-- visited five GSUCC members 

and five CCC members. Six of those caroling 

stops were at apartment complexes and senior 

living centers where we had the opportunity to 

share the Christmas spirit with dozens of folks 

outside of our church families. Afterward we re-

turned to the church for a light meal and fellow-

ship. Thank you to all who shared their time and 

voices to spread some Christmas joy! 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 Join us at Good Shepherd on first Saturdays 

for a morning of prayer, reflection, and 

discussion as we explore parenting as a spiritual 

practice. Our next gathering is 9-10:30am, 

January 2. Together we will share the joys and 

challenges of parenting and the life of faith in an 

open and supportive community. With an 

understanding that children are not products to 

be perfected but wonders to be loved, you will 

not find any parenting tips or "successful" 

methods in this group. You will find a grace-filled 

space where you can breath, be honest, find 

support, and ground your parenting in a 

progressive Christian faith. The group is 

facilitated by Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns and 

childcare is provided. Please RSVP to Rev. Carla 

at carlapgregg@gmail.com.  

 

Communion  connecting with God 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:carlapgregg@gmail.com
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Children  connecting with our future 

By Lisa Mead 

 On December 20, we had over 18 kids participate 

in the Christmas pageant. Miriam Perez made her 

directorial debut, and we 

could not have done it 

without her outstanding 

leadership. There was also 

help from many other 

church members, ensuring 

sets were in place, 

costumes were on correctly 

and music was directed. 

Our “good shepherds” 

herded children of all ages. 

 All of the kids practiced 

the day before; and some even studied the script in 

advance. The nativity story is one we never get tired 

of hearing, as another production by the GSUCC 

youth theatre is now complete.  If you would like to 

participate next year, be on the lookout in the fall for 

information; all children are welcome. 

By Katherine Gleason 

 December was full of fun activities! On 

Sunday, Dec. 13, we decorated cookies to be 

distributed in the community. We stayed at the 

church for a lock-in from Friday, Dec. 18, to 

Saturday, Dec. 19. A fun time was had by all, 

with our annual gift exchange, games, movies, 

and even some sleep. 

 In January we will meet on Sunday, Jan. 10, 

at High House after church. We’ll discuss our 

spring activities. Keep an eye out for info about 

the spaghetti dinner the youth will host in 

February as a fundraiser for our trip to the 

National Youth Event in July! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

By Susie Oliver 
GSUCC made its second appearance in the 
Cary Christmas parade with an impressively 
decorated red boat “float” that displayed our 
church name, our flag proclaiming “All Are Wel-
come,” and our new “Be The Church” rainbow 
banner.  This float drew attention to our church 
and emphasized the message we share: “No 
matter who you are or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here.”  We will be 
displaying the new banner on our property 
soon.  Outreach Ministry appreciates Matt and 
Lisa Mead providing their boat as a way of 
making our church’s extravagant welcome 
known in the community.  We also thank those 
who helped decorate the float, including the 
Meads, Kathy Boyer, Janet Edwards, Lindsey 
Gregg-Kearns and Gordon Welles, as well as 
the 30 people from our church who participated 
in the parade.  Spectators responded positively 
to our “float” and we were pleased to have one 
first-time visitor on December 13 who attended 
church as a result of seeing our float.  We 
made a favorable impression and are encour-
aged to live up to our message by providing a 
warm greeting and welcome to those who visit 
us in the future. 

By Linda Velto 
 Work crews have made tremendous pro-
gress on two homes at the Habitat for Humani-
ty building site on Evans Road. Good Shepherd 
has provided a group of volunteers on three 
Saturdays this fall, and several Good Shepherd 
members have pitched in on other days. On 
the chilly December 19 workday, crews sealed 
gaps in preparation for insulation, hung doors, 
and installed siding, working alongside one of 
the homeowners-to-be. Our next work day is 
scheduled for Saturday, January 30 from 8:45-
3:15. However, the schedule of inspections 
may require that the work be done sooner. 
Stay tuned for further updates for January 
workdays. Thank you to everyone who has de-
voted time and energy to this important minis-
try of home-
building. 

By Linda Velto 
 The Carying Place is an organization that 
supports homeless, working families by 
providing temporary housing and a path to 
independent living. As part of the program, 
Carying Place families meet every Thursday 
evening to learn more about topics like budgets 
and parenting skills, with dinner served by local 
organizations. Good Shepherd provides dinner 
quarterly; for two meals we will partner with 
Cary First Christian Church. The dates for 2015 
are January 7, April 7, July 7, and September 

8. For each date we will need 4-6 volunteers to 
provide food and do meal service/clean-up from 
6:00-7:30 PM. If you are interested in helping 
at any time through the year, please contact 
Linda Velto. 

http://www.gsucc.org/


 

(9) 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

By Linda Velto 
The members and friends of Good Shepherd col-
lected 72 toys to donate to the Christmas Store, 
a ministry sponsored by New Horizons Fellow-
ship in Apex. More than 1400 children from over 
500 families from around Wake County were 
served by The Christmas Store. Thank you for 
your generosity in making Christmas brighter 
for area kids. 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

GSUCC Organizes Social Justice 
SubCommittee 

By Anne Mackie 
 A group of ten people were standing near a 
fast flowing river. One of them noticed a baby 
floating past and ran out to save the baby. Just 
as the group was sure the baby was OK, 
another baby was spotted floating by and 
another rushed into the stream to save that 
baby. This kept happening until nine of the 
people had babies in their arms. They spotted 
another child floating downstream. The tenth 
person did not go after that baby. She shouted, 
“Someone go save that one, I am going up 
steam to stop whoever is throwing babies in the 
river!” Social Justice is like that.  
 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. preached 
about the Good Samaritan story. He said that 
we all understand the importance of helping a 
stranger who has been robbed and beaten 
along the Jericho Road, but we also have to 
understand the importance of preventing thefts 
and beatings from happening along the Jericho 
Road in the first place. That is what social 
justice work is about.  
 Our Church Constitution charges the Social 
Ministries Team with leading in both aspects of 
the problems people suffer on today’s Jericho 

Road, namely charitable work for those in 
immediate need, and with social justice work to 
build a society in which everyone can thrive 
without threat of oppression, injustice or crime. 
With the many good works that our church does 
for those in immediate need, the team has 
recently also led work on climate change and 
hunger – with the same number of people on 
Social Ministries Team – a bit too much for a few 
people. To further social justice work, a new 
subcommittee of Social Ministries has been 
formed to think and plan about the Social 
Justice aspect of the Team’s constitutionally 
required task. 
 Jack Uebel, Kate Uska, Jean Miller, Jimmy 
Gibbs and Emily Gleason with Anne Mackie as 
chair, will begin meeting in January as a 
subcommittee of Social Ministries Team to think 
and plan about how to continue this important 
aspect of GSUCC’s work. 
 If you are interested in helping with this 
effort, please call Anne Mackie at 919-462-
9713. Leave a message about when it would be 
convenient to call you, or email Anne at 
awmackie@gmail.com. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:awmackie@gmail.com
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 

Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 

Moderator: Lisa Mead 

Secretary: Robin Miller 

Pianist: Linda Velto 

Choir Director: Carla Gleason 

Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 

Custodian: Melinda Devenouges  

Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer, Nanette Nelson & 

Susie Oliver 

 

Office Hours: 

Senior Pastor: W 10am — 2pm 

Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9am — 12pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

Belonging to A Place on Earth 
By Anne Mackie 

 A generation (or a few or many generations) 
ago our own ancestors understood their deep, 
deep connection and relationship with a place on 
Earth, so our own ancestors knew a place – eve-
ry trickle of water, every clump of grass, or 
trees, or bushes, every knoll and hill, every 
place where flowers bloomed and fruit could be 
picked and every place where there was a nice 
view. They knew well every animal and plant on 
the land and in the water and air, and under-
stood them all to be close relatives. They knew 
where they could lie down and watch clouds go 
by and took time to do that. They knew where it 
was likely to be dry during hard rains. 
 They had no doubt that they belonged to a 
particular place on this Earth and to all their fel-
low creatures. There was a time your own an-
cestors enjoyed a constant awareness of this re-
latedness and belonging. Jesus had this kind of 
understanding about the places around him as 
he traveled to preach. “Consider the lilies of the 
field”, for instance. 
 It could be that some day in the future more 
of us will apprehend the stunning miracle of our 
places on Earth. Take time to Sabbath with God 
and God’s creation in the New Year.  God invites 
us to be with him and to know, enjoy and love 

his creation. 

Fossil Fuel Warnings and Current 
Government Subsidies 

By Anne Mackie 
 * The danger of burning fossil fuels was first 
reported by a Swedish scientist, Svante 
Arrhenius, in 1896! 
 * On 5 November 1965, the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science 
(AAAS) warned the U.S. president of the time, 
Lyndon B. Johnson, of the danger of fossil fuels.  
As part of that report, modeling by climate 
scientist Wallace Broecker accurately predicted 
the global warming as it actually happened over 
the next 50 years. 
 * The fossil fuel industry is currently 
subsidized with over $500,000,000,000 US 
dollars each year. That’s about $10 million per 
minute. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
http://vols.pt/vZpRif

