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Good Shepherd 
United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road, Cary, NC 27513 
 

Intergenerational Sunday School and Adult Study: Sunday 9 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship and Child Care:  10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School Classes for Children K–5:  10:45 a.m. 

Wednesday Choir Rehearsal:  7:30 p.m. 
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THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE 
“. . . The sheep follow the shepherd, for they know his voice.” – John 10:4 

2013 – Nasher Museum, Praise Team, Morehead Planetarium, Philip Gulley 

Workshop, Men's Breakfast, First Light, Intergenerational Class, Mission 

Possible, Elise Williams House, Habitat for Humanity, Book Club, Commu-

nity Garden, Carolina RollerGirls, Mission Trip, Ash Wednesday meal, 

Lenten Prayer Series, Lenten Film Series, Stewardship, meals for families, 

Munchies and a Movie, pastoral search, library reorganization, spring work 

day, Jazz Service, Children's Chorale, Shepherd's list, Dorcas Adopt-a-

Shelf, Carying Place dinners, "Wake-up Wednesdays," 

support for Yohanis, Holy Week services, 

Easter Egg Hunt, Easter Bonnet Con-

test ,  pancake breakfast, Minis-

try Fair, golf out- ing, Beauty and 

the Beast, new T -shirts, One 

Great Hour of Sharing, new 

banners, Nomi- nating Commit-

tee, Holy Humor Sunday, GSUCC 

Reads, BBQ, NEW PASTOR 

CALLED, Annual Meeting, new 

patio, WF visit as- sisted living resi-

dents, Job Seekers group, picture direc-

tory, new graduates, sum- mer music, Strengthen 

the Church, book carts, Mother's Day service, Confirmation, Purple Cloth, 

Farewell to Lynn, Southern Conference, General Synod, Recognition Sun-

day, Korean BBQ, new secretary, Let's Go on a boat, summer work day, 

women's crafts, Kick-off Sunday, church picnic, Fifth Sunday potluck, Har-

vest Festival, Women's Retreat, new youth group leaders, new babies, Crop 

Walk, Youth pumpkin carving, news from Seven, Favorite Hymn Month, 

Greenway Adopt-a-Spot, Thanksgiving Dinner, Carla's Installation, Dia de 

los Meurtos, Hanging of the Greens, Neighbors in Need, Children's Pageant, 

toy collection, WF Christmas Party, Parent's Night Out, Christmas Cantata, 

Youth Christmas Party, Blue Christmas Service, Christmas Caroling, Vet-

eran's of the Cross, Lovefeast. 2014 – Worship, community, love etc.... 
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TheTheThe   
Pastor’s CornerPastor’s CornerPastor’s Corner   

Building Healthy Communities 

 

In January, I mark my sixth month as pastor 

at Good Shepherd.  One of the things I 
pledged to do when I began was to look, lis-
ten, and pay attention to the life and ministry 

of the congregation.  I wanted to see what 
themes emerged that might tie together and 

strengthen our ministries.  One of the first 
ministry themes that I have noticed I’m call-
ing “building healthy communities.”  I’ve 

noticed this theme in both the history and fu-
ture plans of the congregation, from the call 

to build community in the purpose statement 
of our constitution to our 2014 budget pledge 

to Habitat for Humanity. 

 

At its basic meaning, community is a small 

social unit that shares common values and 
works for a common good.  We see it in the 

biblical notion of Shalom and in the Pentecost 
community of Acts 2 where “All who believed 
were together and had all things in common; 

they would sell their possessions and goods 
and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had 

need. Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at 
home and ate their food with glad and gener-

ous hearts, praising God and having the 

goodwill of all the people.” 

 

We have many communities at Good Shep-
herd: family units, Sunday school classes, the 

choir, youth group, the congregation, circles 
of friends at fellowship hour, the town of 

Cary, and the association of area UCC 
churches just to name a few.  And the word 
healthy indicates wholeness, growth, and vi-

brancy.  Here are some ways this theme is at 

play: 

Caring for Creation – we are not only com-

munity with people but with all of creation.  
As we make plans for the spring garden, con-

tinue learning opportunities, and advocate 
changes in our lifestyles and policies as we 

work toward building healthy communities. 

Children – by adding a new classroom for 
preschool children and working to integrate 

children into worship and service we are 
building community among and with our chil-

dren. 

Financial Peace University – getting out of 
debt and understanding money will 

strengthen family relationships and help us to 
be better stewards of our resources so that 
we will have more to share with the larger 

community. 

Habitat for Humanity and The Carying 

Place – our relationship with both of these 
organizations works to provide safe, afford-

able housing and helps build healthy commu-

nities. 

Social Ministry Conversations – upcoming 

this winter we will have conversations around 
the meaning of political advocacy in the con-

gregation to continue the tradition of open, 
healthy communication within the congrega-

tion that is vital to a healthy community. 

 

The list could go on and on!  Building healthy 

communities is nothing new to Good Shep-
herd but it is something important. What 
ways do you see us working toward building 

healthy communities?  May we continue to 
find ways to work toward building healthy 

community in all its forms. 

Peace, 

 Carla 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

Consider Automatic Giving 

As we begin a new year, I would once again urge members to consider paying 
their pledges via the “Bill Pay” option that many financial institutions now offer, 

at no charge.  It is a convenient way to be certain that your giving is current, and assures the 
church that it receives financial support on a regular basis.   
If sudden changes in your personal financial situation occur, it is a simple matter to change the 

commitment, or to cancel the automatic withdrawal altogether.  

If you have questions about the process, please speak with the Treasurer or Assistant Treasurer 

– we would be happy to answer any questions you may have. 
 

Offering Status as of November 30, 2013: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  

November 30, 2013 
 
 

 

 

 

*Does not include special capital & mission trip expenses / special income 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 

 
Thank you, 
Gordon Welles 

Email:  Treasurer@gsucc.org 
 

Have you considered including  

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will? 

Alert Us to Changes 

If your financial situation changes 

during the year and you need to 

make changes on the amount you 

have pledged for the year (up or 

down) please contact us: Gordon 

Welles (treasurer@gsucc.org) or 

Linda Lahre (llaman@aol.com) 

 

Thank You 

Thanks to all of you not only for your 

monetary gifts and but also for your 

gifts of time and talent. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:Treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:llaman@aol.com
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Women’s FellowshipWomen’s FellowshipWomen’s Fellowship   
By Kathy Boyer 

 

Join us for a new year of Join us for a new year of Join us for a new year of    

Women's Fellowship.Women's Fellowship.Women's Fellowship.   

Help us plan new and interesting Help us plan new and interesting Help us plan new and interesting    

things to do.things to do.things to do.   

Learn about our Fall RetreatLearn about our Fall RetreatLearn about our Fall Retreat...   

   
We will meet at High House on January 12 at 

7:00 pm. Contact Carolyn Lundin 

cr_lundin@nc.rr.com or Kathy Boyer 

nckathyb@aol.com if you have questions. 

Make the Women’s Retreat 
YOUR 2014 RESOLUTION!!! 

By Charlotte Speltz 

Here’s What To Do So YOU Do Not Miss Out! 
 

January 1:  On your new 2014 calendar  
STAR *** these dates to enjoy the retreat! 

 

*October 3 – 5, 2014, Women’s Retreat [Friday – Sunday] 
 

Then Mark These Dates for Planning Ahead: 
January 5:    Put $$$ aside for the retreat. 
February 5:  Put $$$ aside for the retreat. 

March 5: Put $$$ aside for the retreat.   
Tentative Registration deadline. 

April 5: Make your Deposit.   
FORMAL REGISTRATION DEADLINE. 

May 5 – August 5: Continue putting $$$ aside for the retreat. 
September 15:  FINAL PAYMENT DUE****** 
 

The RETREAT will be at Trinity Center, Salter Path, NC  
(about 3 hours away).   Women’s Fellowship has paid a de-
posit  for 6 rooms (double occupancy). On April 5 we can in-
crease or decrease the number of rooms. [That’s when our 
FORMAL REGISTRATION is due.]  

 
The COST for the Retreat is $167.00.  This covers the 2 

nights (required by Trinity Center), 3 meals on Saturday, and 
Sunday breakfast. Linens are provided. 

By Karen Getz 
 

How would you like to live debt free and be able 
to give as never before?  There's still time to 

sign up for GSUCC's Financial Peace University 
class starting on January 23, 2014!  Here are 

several reasons why this class may be right for 
you: 

 
 This isn't your typical “money class”.  FPU is 

practical, entertaining and fun! 
 

 More than 1.5 million families and individuals 

have taken FPU. 
 
 The average family completing the course 

pays off  $5,300 and saves $2,700 in just 90 

days.  That's an $8,000 change in position! 
 

 Whether you're struggling to make ends 

meet or you're a millionnaire, FPU has some-
thing for you. 

 
 FPU is based on more than 800 verses of 

Scripture and is a proven plan that will work 
for you. 

 
 GSUCC has two $50 scholarships to assist 

with class materials. (Please contact Karen 

Getz if you are interested in a scholarship). 
 

You may register for the class up until January 
23rd at www.daveramsey.com, or you may 

speak to any of class coordinators below.  Cost 
for the class materials is 

$99, however if we can 
get enough people to reg-

ister, we can purchase 
materials for the group at 

a discount.  Please con-
t a c t  M a t t  M e a d 
(mddead@gmail.com), 

K a t e  Y u s k a 
(kyuska@gmail.com), or 

K a r e n  G e t z 
(stevegetz@live.com) for 

more information. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:cr_lundin@nc.rr.com
mailto:nckathyb@aol.com
http://www.daveramsey.com
mailto:mddead@gmail.com
mailto:kyuska@gmail.com
mailto:stevegetz@live.com
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Our January BirthdaysOur January BirthdaysOur January Birthdays   
 

9 Norma Young 

12 Bob Bedi 

12 Alex Mead 

16 Katherine Gleason 

23 Susan Rice 

24 Rob Lundin 

25 Jamie Drew 

26 Hannah Litzenberger 

30 Margie Chapin 

31 Mary Barker 
 

If you have a birthday in January and it is 

not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and 

let us know. 

By Lisa LaJoie 

 The Book Club will meet  

January 28, 7:30 pm, at High 
House. The 

book for Janu-
ary is “Quiet: The Power of In-
troverts in a World That Can't 

Stop Talking” by Susan Cain, 
chosen by Sue Rice. The Book 

Club is a great time for fellow-
ship, good conversation, and 
fun! Please, come to the Book 

Club as we welcome one and 
all. 

 For those of you who want to 
plan ahead, February’s pick for 
the book club will be “When 

‘Spiritual But Not Religious’ Is 
Not Enough” by Lillian Daniel 

and was chosen by Gordon 
Welles. 

Hanging of the Greens 
 

Many thanks to all the helping hands who 

transformed the sanctuary on the morning of 

November the 30th-- Chris and Nan Alberti, 

Bob Bedi, Nancy Henderson, Mia Kearns, 

Linda Lahre, Carolyn and Rob Lundin, Amy 

and Grant Murray, Nan Nelson, Sue Rice, 

Dave and Gail Stonefield, and Gordon Welles. 

The following morning the children added 

those extra touches to the tree as part of the 

service. 

Career  
Opportunity 

By Rob Lundin 

Have you ever thought to yourself that being 
a real estate agent looks like a fun job?  Ever 

considered getting a real estate license? 
Good Shepherd has an excellent chance for 
you to dabble in the world of commercial real 

estate.  We are creat-
ing a standing Rental 

Committee.  The 
Rental Committee will 

find and be the liaison 
for renters of Good 
Shepherd’s facilities.  

If you would like to 
serve on this commit-

tee, please contact 
Rob Lundin.  Don’t de-
lay! 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Communion  connecting with God 

 Music Notes Music Notes Music Notes  
By Linda Velto 

 Music is a special part of the Christmas sea-

son. A big “thank you” goes to everyone who 
had a hand in creating the beautiful music in 

December! Whether you sang a solo, played 
an instrument, participated in the cantata, or 
jingled some bells during our night of carol-

i n g ,  y o u 
helped make 

the Christmas 
season more 
meaningful for 

everyone at 
Good Shep-

herd. Thank 
you for being a 
part of the 

music-making! 

 Of course, the music doesn’t stop after 

Christmas. The New Year is upon us, a time 
for fresh starts-- the perfect time for you to 
take the plunge into a new activity, like sing-

ing with the Choir or Praise Team! No audi-
tion is necessary. Questions? Talk to Linda 

Velto, Carla Gleason, or Chris Alberti. 

By Linda Velto 
 In January the Intergenerational Class 

is beginning a 6-week series on Chris-
tian/Jewish relations. Anne Mackie will 
lead the discussions, which will consider 

historical and contemporary issues. Int-
ergenerational Class meets Sunday 
mornings at 9:00 at High House and is 

open to all youth and adults 6th grade 
and older. Come once in a while or 
every week to enjoy refreshments and 

lively conversation! 

Social Ministries DiscussionsSocial Ministries DiscussionsSocial Ministries Discussions   
By Linda Velto 

 Our clothing choices might seem to be a 
strange topic for church-sponsored discussion, 

but that’s exactly what Social Ministries invites 
you to ponder in small groups during January 
and February. Specifically, are there situations 

in which it is not appropriate to wear our 
GSUCC T-shirts? When we wear our GSUCC T-
shirts, do we im-

plicitly represent 
the congregation 
with or through our 

actions and opin-
ions? Consider this 
example:  How 

would you feel if a 
member of Good 
Shepherd attended 

a Tea Party rally 
wearing a GSUCC T
-shirt? What if it 

were a Moral Monday event instead?  
 Social Ministries is offering three opportunities 

to explore this topic in small groups: Thursday, 
January 30th at 7PM (High House), Wednesday, 
February 5th at 10AM (High House), and Sun-

day, February 9th at 12 PM (Library). This is a 
lighthearted introduction to a series of small-
group discussions on how we as a congregation 

can and should respond to social justice issues, 
especially those with political implications. So-
cial Ministries seeks to explore how, or even if, 

the congregation can offer a public witness, 
taking a stand on social issues while honoring 

the diversity of opinion 

and beliefs that exist 
within our membership. 
 Pastor Carla will mod-

erate this round of dis-
cussions. Please plan to 
attend a session for 

what is sure to be lively 
conversation. Light re-
freshments will be pro-

vided. 

http://www.gsucc.org/


 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

                               (7) 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

Children  connecting with our future 

By Karen Getz 

Hey, good news!  Christian Education is 

proud to announce that we are starting a 
new Sunday School class for 3, 4, and 5 

year old children!  We are currently planning 
to hold the first class on January 19, 2014 in 
the room next to the nursery in the Educa-

tion Building!  Since we have quite a few 
children that fall into this age group, we an-

ticipate that the class will be a welcome ad-
dition and be well-attended!  Please contact 
Lisa Mead (lisanoelle@gmail.com) or Karen 

Getz (stevegetz@live.com) for more infor-

mation. 

Christmas Program  
Thank You 

By Karen Getz 

 
Christian Education would like to thank everyone who was involved with the Children’s Program this 

year!  It was fabulous with a wonderful turnout!  We had a very realistic Mary and Joseph, along with 
a very cooperative Jesus!  We had music, a soundboard operator, shepherds, angels, manger animals 

(including a bunny), three wise queens, a terrific innkeeper, a very expressive story narrator, and 
great congregation participation!  A very special thank you to Janet Edwards for creating the beautiful 

canvas backdrop – truly a work of art!  Lynn McElroy was instrumental in the planning process, and 
Cindi Bristol-Kerr, Shirley Heiman, and Janet Edwards were invaluable during the rehearsal.  Dave 

Stonefield was kind enough to assist with prop management and attic pulley operation.  Many thanks 
to everyone involved – this program will be remembered for years to come! 

By Karen Getz 

We had a wonderful turnout for this Decem-
ber's Kid's Night Out event on the 14th!  Fun 

was had by all and the parents were able to 
enjoy some adult time and able to accomplish 

many things without all the “help” they usu-
ally have!  Many thanks to Lisa Mead, Lynn 
McElroy, and Gail Stonefield who assisted 

with planning and supervision.  Will, Jay, and 
Mason Yuska, Ben Williams, Thomas Bu-

chanan, Alex Mead, and Mia Kearns, it was so 
great spending time with you!  Parents, thank 
you for sharing your wonderful children with 

us! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 

Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg 

Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 

Moderator: Rob Lundin 

Secretary: Robin Miller 

Pianist: Linda Velto 

Choir Director: Carla Gleason 

Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 

Custodian: Mary Barker 

Newsletter Editor: Nanette Nelson 
 

Office Hours: 

Senior Pastor: W 10am-2 pm 

Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9am – 12pm 

FOLLOW US ON  
FACEBOOK & 

TWITTER!!! 

Our Christmas 
Giving 

By Susie Oliver 

 Thanks to everyone who supported our 

church’s two special giving opportunities 

in December.  We collected $1,487.82 for 

The Christmas Fund, which is one of the 

UCC’s special mission offerings that pro-

vides emergency financial support and 

supplemental pension and health assis-

tance to low income retired clergy and 

church workers.  In addition, we contrib-

uted over 50 new toys to The Christmas 

Store, which was a two-day event hosted 

on December 13-14 by New Horizons Fel-

lowship that provided gifts for children in 

our area who may not otherwise have 

had anything on Christmas morning.  In 

the season of light and celebration of the 

Community  connecting beyond our walls 

birth of Je-

sus, your 

generosity 

truly re-

flected the 

love of God 

for human-

kind by 

brightening 

the lives of 

others. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
https://twitter.com/GSUCC_CaryNC

