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Your help is needed to raise at least $17,500 to install solar panels on our 
church roof as part of a community fund raising campaign, “Electrifying 
God’s Light.” Installing a solar array will provide evidence that we as a faith 
community are taking action NOW to move the world in the right direction.  
Everyone will see that we at Good Shepherd UCC truly “care for creation” 
and are stewards of God’s resources.  We invite you to become as passion-
ate as we are about making positive changes to affect our climate by shar-
ing information with your friends, family, business associates, organiza-
tions, and neighbors.  On the next page is information to help you in solicit-
ing support for our solar energy project, even if you can’t install a system 
on your own.   

How to share information with people outside our church 

 Refer them to our website, http://www.gsucc.org/Donate/Solar-
Array.aspx 

 Share information from our Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/
GSUCCCaryNC/  

 Send a letter to friends, organizations you belong to, or businesses ask-
ing for a contribution using the letter template at this link: http://
www.gsucc.org/About-Us/Our-Documents.aspx. 
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The array 
Twenty solar panels, which should generate approximately 8,000 kWh/year of electricity for at least 
25 years 
 
Total system cost   
$20,756, of which $5,000 is already pledged by Good Shepherd UCC.  If we exceed our funding tar-
get, up to 130 additional panels will be installed.  The roof is large!  If we do not meet our target, ei-
ther a smaller array will be installed, or carbon offsets will be purchased by the congregation. 
 
Installer 
YES! Solar Solutions (http://www.yessolarsolutions.com/)  
 
Target installation 
Fall 2016 
 
Tax benefits 
Good Shepherd UCC is a 501(c)3 organization.  Donations to this project are deductible on your fed-
eral Income tax if you itemize. Good Shepherd UCC will send you a receipt for your donation. 
 
Environmental benefits 
Each year the solar array will prevent burning 3.2 tons of coal and remove 9 tons of CO2 from the air, 
according to the EPA’s energy-resources.  (www.epa.gov/energy) 
 
Ways to donate to the project between now and August 31, 2016 

 Download, print, complete and mail this form with your check.  This is the best way for church 
members to donate to the project, as there are no administrative costs. 

 Donate through gsucc.org webpage here 

 Donate on your mobile device here 

 Donate through our GoFundMe account at GoFundMe.com 
 
Donation ideas 

 Give an Honorary or Memorial Gift which will be permanently recognized at Good Shepherd UCC 

 Calculate carbon footprints for your vacation and donate that amount in thanks to God! 

 For flights:  Use this calculator 

 For auto:  Driving 1,000 miles at 25 miles/gal. offsets 750 pounds of CO2 at about $50.00 

 Make a personal gift of one fourth ($250), one half ($500), or an entire panel ($1,000) 

 Make a children’s contribution: $4.00 will pay for 1W of solar power 

 Remove 38 pounds of CO2 with $100 gift 
 
As of June 28, we have raised $12,500, including $5,000 from our church budget. Please help us 
meet our $17,000 goal by August 31!! 

Healthy Earth, Healthy Pets 
And here’s a win-win fundraising opportunity for the solar array!  Dr. Jean Miller, veterinarian and 
leader of our Caring for Creation team, is offering well veterinary services in your home in ex-
change for a $125 donation to the solar array.  Any needed vaccinations, heartworm tests or oth-
er services will be provided for your donation.  
  
Jean is a practicing veterinarian with 25 years of experience; she has three dogs, one cat and 
loves all animals.  Take advantage of this great deal to have excellent veterinary care provided in 
your home and help support renewable energy. 
  
We invite you to be part of this exciting opportunity that will help our community transition away from fossil fuel to 
renewables--and have your pet examined by an experienced, compassionate veterinarian.  
  
To contact Dr. Jean Miller, please email her.  Also, please share this opportunity with any friends or neighbors who 
may be interested. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.yessolarsolutions.com/
https://www.epa.gov/energy
http://www.gsucc.org/PDF/solar_array_donation_pdf.aspx
https://goo.gl/kaYpS7
https://goo.gl/wcXZYN
https://www.gofundme.com/27g2jt3w
http://calculator.carbonfootprint.com/calculator.aspx?tab=3
mailto:caringforcreation@gsucc.org?subject=Healthy%20Earth%2C%20Healthy%20Pets
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Communion  connecting with God 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Although the choir is on break for the summer, there are still opportunities for choral singing in wor-

ship. The Music Committee will sponsor two small groups— Women’s Chorale and Men’s Chorale—

which are open to all adults and teens who enjoy singing! The commitment is easy—rehearsals on 

just two Sunday mornings before church. (And you might be able to get away with just one Sunday. 

Talk to Linda!)  

 

The Women’s Chorale will rehearse Sunday July 3 and July 10 at 9:30 am, singing in worship on Ju-

ly 10. The Men’s Chorale will rehearse Sunday July 31 and August 7 at 9:30 am, singing in worship 

on August 7. Rehearsal recordings will be available for extra practice at home.  

 

Membership in choir is not necessary, and there is no audition. If you like to sing, come sing with 

friends and church family! For more info, contact Linda Velto at lindavelto@gmail.com. 

By Linda Velto 

July 10 Baptism of Lily and Sophia Hall 

July 17 Minister Linda Velto Preaching 

July 24 
Send Off for Margaret Velto and Jay and Will Yuska to the UCC’s National Youth 

Event 

July 31 Intergenerational Worship and Potluck 

August 14 Ministerial Intern Amy Burki Preaching 

August 28 Blessing of the Backpacks 

September 4 Pulpit/Music Exchange with Covenant Christian 

While we know many folks travel during the summer, we look forward to seeing and worshipping with 
those who are in town! 

- Pastor Carla 

This summer some highlights of worship will include: 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
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You are invited to join Pastor Carla and others for “Art and the Sacred” at the NC Museum of Art on 
Wednesday, August 3, at 10 am.  We will reflect on various pieces of art through the lens of faith and 
then share lunch together at the museum restaurant.   You may register here or email Pastor Carla at 
carlapgregg@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is now a special worship spot in the sanc-

tuary for our youngest members called the “pray

-ground.”  Rev. Andrea Roske-Metcalfe, the as-

sociate pastor of Grace Lutheran Church in Apple 

Valley, MN, developed the concept and other 

churches across the country are adapting it for 

use in their congregations. 
  

In the front right of the sanctuary, worship space 

will be set aside for children’s quiet activities 

such as reading and coloring that are related to 

seasonal worship themes.  Parents will be able to 

sit next to the area and supervise their children 

during worship without worrying about confining 

a toddler to a chair for the entire service.  During 

the summer, nursery care and Sunday school 

through Kindergarten will still be available for 

anyone who wishes.  The Empowered Eagles 

class of 1st-5th grade will resume in the fall. 

Children  connecting with our future 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns  

By Carla Gregg-Kearns  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/art-and-the-sacred-tickets-26224279526
mailto:carlapgregg@gmail.com
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Vacation Bible School  
“Surf Shack” 

 

 

 

Our third annual Vacation Bible School with 

Covenant Christian Church was held June 14 

through June 18 at Covenant Christian Church. 

Twelve of our Good Shepherd children attended 

and a good time was had by all.  Bible stories, 

crafts, songs, and recreation were enjoyed by 

all the kids around the theme of "Catch the 

Wave of God's Amazing Love!"   In addition, the 

children donated 139 boxes of cereal for the 

food bank at Dorcus Ministry. 

 

Many thanks to Gordon Welles, Miko Rodriquez 

and Margo Buchanan, who taught the Bible sto-

ries; Jimmy Gibbs, who taught the adult Bible 

class; Amy Murray, Grant Murray, Davis Mur-

ray, Suzanne Fitzpatrick and Margo Buchanan, 

who ran the water games on Saturday; and to 

Laura and Randy Holste and all of the volun-

teers from Covenant Christian. Also thanks to 

the volunteers who donated supplies and mone-

tary gifts: Molly Mead, Tommy and Peggy 

Cooper, Sarah Stoeckel, Stephanie and Darrell 

Lee, Amy Murray, and Lisa Mead.  And one last 

big thank you to all the parents, who not only 

made sure their children attended, but brought 

desserts for the picnic.  It took a village but was 

one big success! 

By Cindi Bristol-Kerr 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Fall Retreat for 

GSUCC Women 

Now that the 

90° days are 

upon us, just 

th ink about 

how lovely a 

relaxing, spiritual, 

crisp, cool, fall 

weekend in the 

mountains would 

be.  
 

We still have seven openings for the 2016 

Women’s Retreat and you can save your place 

with a deposit of $35. The women of GSUCC 

will be heading to Blowing Rock for the week-

end starting Friday evening, October 7, through 

Sunday morning, October 9, 2016. The theme 

this year will be on vulnerability. The total cost 

for the weekend including meals will be $160 a 

person. If you would like to attend the retreat 

at Blowing Rock Conference Center, sign-up 

sheets will be available in the narthex or you 

can see Nan Nelson or Kathy Boyer with your 

$35 deposit. (Please speak with us if you have 

a financial need.) 

The 
Pastor’s Corner 

Covenant  connecting with each other 

At our annual meeting in June, the Council pre-
sented the congregation with our Vitality Plus 
goals for 2016-2017.  These goals relate to the 
congregation’s 6 C’s—Children, Creative, Com-
munion, Covenant, Community, and Cross-
Cultural—that help give the congregation focus 
and balance in our ministries.  Our 2016-2017 
goals are: 

1. Continue to emphasize and develop faith for-
mation for all ages (Children and Commun-
ion) 

2. Evaluate and envision options for responding 
to growth, including staffing, facilities, and 
ministries (Communion, Children, and Crea-
tive) 

3. Live out what it means to be Open and Af-
firming and UCC (Covenant and Community) 

4. Assess and implement new technologies that 
will aid the church in achieving its mission 
and goals  (Communion, Creative) 

5. Engage the congregation and community in 
social justice focuses of caring for creation 
and housing advocacy (Covenant, Cross-
Cultural, and Community) 

6. Involve the congregation in conversa-
tions about collective public witness 
(Covenant, Community, Cross-Cultural) 

7. Increase well-being of the congregation and 
community through new health initiatives 
(Community, Communion) 

As you can see, we have big aspirations for the 
coming year and it will take all of us together to 
work toward these tasks. To help us accomplish 
these goals, each of our ministries will create 
specific tasks.  If you see a goal area that you 
have an expertise in and would like to work to-
ward, let our moderator Lisa Mead know so we 
can be sure to plug you in where you have gifts.  
The future of ministry at GSUCC is full of possi-
bilities because of all that the congregation con-
tributes in time, money, and other resources.  
Thank you! 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By Nan Nelson 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Electronic giving is a convenient, consistent way to 
help Good Shepherd and our mission year round  

 
Consider fulfilling your annual pledge commitment to Good Shepherd on a recurring electronic giving 
schedule through the VANCO options on our website (www.gsucc.org) from the comfort of your home 
computer or your smart phone today. It’s easy!   
 
Just click on the “Donate” button at the church website (in the right-hand corner of the black naviga-
tion band near the top of the home page) and follow the instructions. 
 
Although the bank-to-bank (ACH) transactions are preferred (no additional expenses deducted from 
your contribution) you may also utilize a credit card.  One-time donations are also accepted, and can 
be made to a variety of purposes, including the current solar array fundraising project. 
 
All transactions will appear in your quarterly and annual giving reports – data is transferred into the 
church’s accounting/donations software. 
 
If there is a need to change your schedule of giving for any reason, it can be done immediately by 
accessing your personal account with VANCO via the church website. 
 
You will no longer need to write out checks. Even when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent 
you from attending services, your electronic contributions will continue to be received on an uninter-
rupted basis.  
 
Get started today!  
Questions?  Contact Treasurer Gordon Welles 708-460-0428 or gordonwelles@gmail.com. 

By Gordon Welles 

Everyone is encouraged to join our Fifth Sunday Potluck follow-
ing the worship service on July 31.  

Please bring a dish or two to share – main dish, side dish, salad 
or dessert. This is a good opportunity for more fellowship than 
typical Sundays allow. It’s also a great way to introduce GSUCC 
to your friends, so please invite them to join us for worship and 
the potluck.  

Fifth Sunday  
Potluck 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.gsucc.org
mailto:gordonwelles@gmail.com
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MEET THE MEMBER:  

ADRIENNE JONES 

Adrienne Jones was born and raised in Salisbury, 

NC in 1935.  As one of two girls in her family, 

she was surrounded by strong, educated women.  

Her mother was a college professor, and they 

lived with Adrienne’s maternal grandmother.  

Her paternal grandmother lived next door to 

them and was an entrepreneur, opening a “Mom 

and Pop” store and later expanding it to nine 

stores, rivaling the cross-town grocer Ralph Ket-

ner, founder of Food Lion.   

Adrienne spent her summers on historically black 

college campuses around the country where her 

mother worked as a professor.  When it came 

time for her to go to college, 

Adrienne sought out a school 

where no one knew her mother!  

She attended Fisk University in 

Nashville, Tennessee, one of six 

historically black universities re-

lated to the UCC and was known 

as the “Harvard of the south.”  

She graduated with a degree in 

business administration in 1956.   

She met her husband, L. Morris 

Jones, Jr. during her first year at 

Fisk, and after he graduated from 

medical school, they moved to 

Flint, Michigan, one of a few plac-

es where an African American 

doctor would be able to complete his residency 

in the 1950’s.  After concluding his training, they 

moved to Cleveland, Ohio, where they remained 

for over 40 years.   

Adrienne did not work while she raised their 

three sons but served as a “constant volunteer” 

and had a very busy schedule.  When her two 

oldest sons went to college, she simultaneously 

started graduate school.   After graduating with 

her Ph.D. in American Studies from Case West-

ern Reserve University in 1983, Adrienne spent 

her career teaching at Oberlin College, retiring 

as emerita associate professor of African Ameri-

can studies and Women Studies.  She and her 

husband retired to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 

in 2000.  “I never thought I’d end up back in the 

south, especially the Carolinas,” she said, but 

they had spent many vacations at the beach in 

SC.  After Adrienne’s husband passed away last 

August, her sister Elaine convinced her to move 

to Cary to be closer to family.   

Adrienne’s hobbies include collecting art, reading, 

and listening to music.  She has five grandchil-

dren and one great-grandchild.  Two of her sons 

live in New York; one is an investment banker 

and the other works for the 

publishing house Houghton 

Mifflin.  Her other son lives 

in Boston and works for a 

securities firm.  Adrienne 

also has a step-brother who 

serves as a Catholic priest 

in Asheville, NC. 

Adrienne’s leadership af-

forded her many opportuni-

ties for civic service.  She 

served on the local, nation-

al, and executive world 

board of the YWCA, which 

provided her the occasion 

to travel extensively around 

the wor ld .   Addi t iona l ly ,  she served on 

the boards of the Cleveland Museum of Art and 

the Cleveland Foundation.  

Adrienne and her husband were active members 

of a UCC church in Cleveland, so it seemed a 

natural fit for her to connect with Good Shepherd 

UCC when she moved to Cary.  She said she ap-

preciated the “welcoming and progressive” at-

mosphere at GSUCC.   

We are grateful to have you as part of our church 

community, Adrienne! 

By Lindsey Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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I am happy to introduce new member Fran 
Straeffer. Fran and her husband, Scott, moved to 
North Carolina from Indiana in November of 
2014.  They wanted to be close to their youngest 
daughter, Jennifer, a newly single mom of twins 
who was getting ready to return to work full 
time. Shortly after they arrived and 
settled into Cary, Fran began look-
ing for a community minded and 
inclusive church. She was raised 
Catholic, but when she and Scott 
married, she became Presbyterian 
and eventually happily settled into 
a welcoming and social minded Lu-
theran church for many years. 
When they moved to Cary 19 
months ago, they sought out a Lu-
theran church, but what they found 
was too conservative.  Thus began 
the search that brought her to 
GSUCC. A friend of Fran’s  daugh-
ter was attending United Church of 
Chapel Hill, but that was a bit too 
far to travel, so Jennifer went 
online and found Good Shepherd. After Fran be-
gan attending, she knew that she had found her 
church home.  
 

Fran was born and raised in Bensalem, Pennsyl-
vania, which is northeast of Philadelphia. She 
met her husband, Scott, when they were both 
serving in the Navy. Scott was a line officer and 
became the executive officer on his last ship.  
Fran was in the Navy Nurse Corps. They have 
been married almost 51 years, and for most of 
those years, they lived in the Evansville/
Newburgh area of Indiana. This is where Scott 
was raised, and he and Fran still have close fami-
ly and friends there. When they first moved to 
North Carolina, they planned to go back to Indi-
ana once their daughter became established in 
her new job. When Jennifer was then diagnosed 
with MS, they decided to make NC their perma-
nent home.  
 

Fran and Scott have four children:  Greg, who 
lives in the Boston area with his wife, Judy, and 

their children, Gwen and Zachary; Mitch, in Chi-
cago; Francie, in the Nashville, TN area, who is 
the  mother of Scott, Stephanie and Audra 
(mother of Fran’s great grandchildren Zander and 
his soon to be born little sister); and Jennifer and 
her twins, Brendan and Jillian. Fran and Scott 

now share a home with Jennifer 
and her children, and they provide 
childcare for Brendan and Jillian 
each day while Jennifer is at work. 
Jennifer and her children have a 
dog named Penny, which Fran 
fondly says is like a third child. 
Fran likens their multigenerational 
household to her experience as a 
child in Pennsylvania growing up 
in an extended family community, 
something that she cherished as a 
child. She hopes that her grand-
children Brendan and Jillian will 
look back on their experience in 
the same way. They now enjoy 
traveling as an extended family, 
most recently to Williamsburg, as 

well as a trip to Wrightsville Beach.  
 

Prior to retiring in 2007, Fran was employed as a 
public health nurse, working in Maternal Child 
Health, School Health, and Communicable Dis-
ease Prevention Services.  She is enjoying her 
retirement now and loves to sail and spend time 
at beaches and lakes and in the mountains. Fran 
also loves to read and has joined a book club. 
She gets together with new friends to play Mexi-
can and other varieties of dominoes. She also 
enjoys cooking and baking.  
 

Fran serves on the Fellowship Ministry at Good 
Shepherd.  She is interested in the Health Care 
Committee; however, since she just recently 
joined, she is taking her time to understand 
where the needs of the church and her talents 
dovetail, so she is not jumping in too quickly. 
Right now, her first responsibility is helping her 
daughter and grandchildren.  
 

We are glad to welcome Fran as a part of our 
church family. 

MEET THE MEMBER:  

FRAN STRAEFFER 

By Connie Holleman 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE MEMBER:  

STEPHANIE MULLINS 

GSUCC warmly welcomes Stephanie Mullins into 
our church fellowship.  Stephanie and her part-
ner, Peggy, started attending Good Shepherd 
about six months ago. They had been talking 
about finding a church in the area that was LGBT 
friendly.  Their faith is very important to them, 
and it was something that they were lacking in 
their relationship and their lives. So, they 
searched around and came across 
our church and decided to attend 
service one Sunday. Good Shep-
herd was so welcoming from day 
one that Stephanie and Peggy de-
cided to call it their “home.” On 
April 10 of this year, Stephanie 
was baptized at GSUCC and be-
came a member of our church.  

Stephanie grew up in a very small 
town in Winchester, Kentucky.  
Her family was never involved in 
church. As a little girl, she can re-
call going to Sunday school with 
some neighborhood friends. She 
says that she knew that there was 
a God, and she read the Bible from 
time to time, but religion was nev-
er instilled in her. Even so, her 
family was (and is) a very im-
portant part of her life. They have 
always stood by her through good 
and bad times. Her mom and dad 
are her biggest supporters. Steph-
anie has three stepbrothers, a 
-sister and several cousins. Her 
biological father was not around in 
her life growing up.  She was 
raised by her mom, her aunt and her grandpar-
ents. Her Aunt Linda was a big influence in her 
life throughout her childhood. She was a teacher 
in Stephanie’s hometown, and Stephanie had a 
bond with her that felt like a mother-daughter 
relationship. When Aunt Linda passed away on 
January 19, 2004, Stephanie felt as though she’d 
lost her best friend. Aunt Linda’s passing took a 
big toll on Stephanie’s heart and her life.  

Stephanie met her partner, Peggy, online almost 
two years ago. After communicating with each 
other regularly, Stephanie decided to use her va-
cation time to travel to NC to meet Peggy. They 
got engaged on New Year’s Eve of that year, and 
Stephanie moved from Lexington, Kentucky to 
Cary in March of 2015 to be with her partner. 
Stephanie says that God has blessed her with 

someone who has shown her the 
true meaning of the word “love,” 
someone who has shown her so 
many great aspects of life and who 
pushes her to become a better 
person each day.  

When she is not working at Target 
in the receiving department, 
Stephanie spends her free time 
with Peggy traveling, going to the 
beach, walking, cooking, watching 
movies and building their future 
together. In addition, Stephanie 
likes working out and lifting 
weights, hiking, camping, playing 
and watching basketball, watching 
football (she is an Ohio State fan, 
having attended there for a time) 
and coaching youth basketball. In 
fact, since the age of ten, Stepha-
nie has helped her father coach 
basketball, first as an assistant 
coach and then becoming a head 
coach.  Working with children and 
teaching them the game is some-
thing she takes a lot of pride in 
and really enjoys. She hopes to get 
back involved with the youth some 

day after she gets more settled. Peggy has two 
pets – a long haired Chihuahua named JoJo and 
a Maine coon cat named Jasper. Stephanie has 
fallen in love with these “fur babies” and has 
adopted them as her own. 

Today, Stephanie dedicates a lot of time to her 
Higher Power, the one who has never left her 
side through all of her choices in life. She is able 
to admit who she is as a person to everyone who 

By Connie Holleman 

Left to right 

Peggy and Stephanie 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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comes into her life. On May 5 of this year, she 
celebrated one year of being clean from all 
drugs. For over twelve years, she battled this 
disease on and off, denying and ignoring all help 
that anyone offered her. At an earlier age, her 
sports injuries led to repeated surgeries that 
caused her to become addicted to the medica-
tions. Her life spiraled out of control. Stephanie 
says that over the years she did not address 
these issues and never truly allowed anyone to 
get close to her, fearing that they would figure 
out her secret. Battling her sexuality, as well, 
and in a small town, caused a lot of heartache 
and led to more excuses to use drugs.  

Stephanie never truly knew how to love the per-
son she saw in the mirror until she walked into 
Narcotics Anonymous and opened up and shared 
about where she was in her life.  She says that 
she found a fellowship of friends there who loved 
her until she learned to love herself.  She has 
gained so many friends, brothers and sisters who 

 are always there for her no matter what. She 
believes that God saved her and kept her alive 
for a reason. Stephanie says she doesn't know 
how she survived some of the places she's been, 
but that she does know today that she has a 
choice. She has a purpose and a support system 
that will always be there for her. She is grateful 
today to admit the person that she is – an ad-
dict, but also a survivor. Her goal is to finish her 
college degree so that she can become an addic-
tion counselor and help those who may not think 
there is hope or power to change. Stephanie 
says that she is living proof that you can! 

Lastly, Stephanie's goal as a member of GSUCC 
is to become more involved with the Fellowship 
Ministry, the Outreach Ministry and the Social 
Ministry. 

Thank you for sharing your inspiring story with 
us, Stephanie. We welcome you into the faith 
and fellowship of Good Shepherd and are so 

 
 
 
 
 
    
 
Over the summer months, most of us head out on vacation to explore new sights.  Russ and I en-
joy visiting other churches while on vacation.  We always find something interesting when visiting a 
new church. We’ve been welcomed like long-lost family members at some churches and treated as 
if we were invisible at others.  We have been invited to stay for lunch, heard all about Aunt Sally’s 
recent surgery, and been challenged to expand our concepts of fellowship and faith and God.   
 
Visiting a different church can help us think about how our church welcomes visitors—what we do 
to help them feel comfortable and how we share information with them.   
 
If you’re traveling this summer, take an hour or so out of your trip, find a church along the way, 
preferably UCC, and drop in on a Sunday morning.  Hopefully, you’ll be glad you did.  And if you 
pick up on new ideas that would help us in welcoming visitors, pass them along to our Outreach 
Ministry.   

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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If you have a birthday 
in July or August and it 
is not listed, please call 
(919) 481-1441 and let 
us know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Book Club is on 
summer hiatus but 
some of us may want 
to get a head start on 
our next book!   
 
In September we will 
be discussing Ameri-

canah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie.  This is the 
story of Ifemelu, a Nigerian immigrant who left 
Nigeria on a college scholarship and is forced to 
grapple with what it means to be black for the 
first time.  Americanah was one of The New York 
Times' Ten Best Books of the Year and winner of 
the National Book Critics Circle award for Fic-
tion.  At 610 pages, Americanah was selected as 
our book for September so we could take our 
time reading over the summer.  
 
The book club is open to all.  Please join us in 
September for our discussion.  

Our July Birthdays 
1  Dave Sniffin 

4  Barbara Newman 

6  Allen Boyer 

6     Miriam Perez 

8  Benjamin Williams 

13 Ruth Hudgins 

19 David Lundin 

20 Emily Mead 

22 Mia Gregg-Kearns 

30 Kevin Kerr 

Our August Birthdays 
2  Bettye Aggerup 

3  Annie Buchanan 

3  Leslie Cole 

10 Carla Gregg-Kearns 

11 Lynn Valle-McElroy 

12 Davis Murray 

14 Steven Boyer 

14 Tammy Rowland 

16  Daniel Lee 

18 Chris Buchanan 

18 Rev. June Fulton 

18 Connie Holleman 

20 Alex Dressler 

22 Linda Velto 

23 Ryan Williams 

27 Vernon Palango 

 
The group that gathered on Wednesday morn-

ings for the Painting the Stars series is inter-

ested in continuing a small group on a week-

day morning.  All those interested in being a 

part of such a group are gathering at Pastor 

Carla’s home (1105 Fallen Oak Drive, Apex) at 

10 am on July 20.  We will share materials and 

ideas and decide our plans for the future. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns  

By Sue Rice

http://www.gsucc.org/
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by Gordon Welles 
 

Finances First                         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything  provided  in  this  report, please 
contact me. 
 
Gordon Welles      
708-460-0428  
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down) please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.5% $1,214.12 $0.00 $139,647.04  1/31/2030 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  May 31, 2016** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $94,435.36 $92,537.40 $1,897.96 2.1% 

Total Expenses $81,076.99 $90,432.50 -$9,355.51 -10.3% 

Difference $13,358.37        

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

Offering Status as of May 31, 2016 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $68,614.22 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2015 $10,683.17 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $79,297.39 $79,874.25 -$576.86 -0.7% 

Loose $8,851.82 $5,879.15 $2,972.67 50.6% 

Total for 2016 $88,149.21 $85,753.40 $2,395.81 2.8% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

Brass Roots Trio Plays for Peace 
  

On Saturday, September 17, at 7 pm, Good Shep-

herd and Covenant Christian Church will host a con-

cert in our sanctuary by the Brass Roots Trio as part 

of their tour of the Southeast. Brass Roots Trio has 

received rave reviews for performances around the 

US, Canada, and the UK, even being invited to per-

form at the White House.  

 

The program entitled Reflections of Peace features 

jazz arrangements of classic hymns and spirituals 

performed on piano, trumpet, and French horn. The 

music is woven together with prayers, poems, and 

scriptures with the theme of peace. One reviewer 

said, “If you can imagine Garrison Keillor meeting 

Aaron Copland on Bourbon Street, you begin to get 

a sense of Reflections of Peace.” If you’d like to lis-

ten to a sample, you can check out Brass Roots Trio 

at their website, www.brassrootstrio.com. 

 

The concert will be a benefit in support of the United 

States Committee on Refugees and Immigrants 

(USCRI), an appropriate choice for the concert 

theme as so many refugees are displaced because 

of the lack of peace in our world. While our current 

project to gather items for a refugee family will be 

complete, the USCRI needs continuous assistance, 

whether we choose to furnish an apartment for another family or make a financial contribution. To 

make the biggest impact we need your help in three ways: 

 

1. Ask businesses to sponsor the concert! Bringing Brass Roots Trio here will cost approximately 

$1,200, including costs like performer fees, programs, refreshments, and child care. We are seek-

ing businesses to underwrite that cost (suggested sponsorship level of $100) so that all ticket pro-

ceeds can go directly to USCRI. Businesses and individual sponsors will be acknowledged in con-

cert advertising and programs.  

2. Advertise the concert! Let people know it is happening here at Good Shepherd, Saturday, Sep-

tember 17, at 7:00 pm. The concert will last approximately an hour with refreshments to follow, 

and child care will be available. In August we will have flyers available to post around the commu-

nity, and details about how to purchase tickets will come soon. Tickets will be sold for a suggested 

donation of $10 for adults and $5 for children, with every dollar going to the USCRI. 

3. Come to the concert! Put it on your calendar now. Plan on a fun and moving evening of music 

and spoken word. The bigger our audience, the greater the impact we can have on refugees in our 

area.  

By Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.brassrootstrio.com
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Social Ministries is 

scheduled to serve 

dinner to families 

and volunteers in 

The Carying Place 

program on Thurs-

day, July 7, 6:00-

7:30 pm, at Green-

wood Forest Baptist 

Church. We need five volunteers to serve the 

meal and clean up afterward. We also need 

folks who are willing to purchase or prepare 

food items. (Expenses can be reimbursed.)  
 

If you are interested in helping out, please con-

tact Linda Velto at lindavelto@gmail.com. 

By Dave Stonefield 

By Linda Velto 

 
 

At Good Shepherd we keep a basket in the nar-

thex to collect toilet paper for the Dorcas Food 

Pantry. During the month of July, Social Minis-

tries hopes that basket will be filled to overflow-

ing with FOOD! Our garden team is leading the 

way by regularly donating much of the garden 

harvest to Dorcas. VBS also made an impact with 

a whopping 139 boxes of cereal! But stomachs 

are still growling.  
 

The Food Pantry is especially in need of dona-

tions of dinner mixes, canned meals (chili, beef 

stew, etc.), canned fruit, dry beans, sugar, oil, 

and soups. Donations of any non-perishable 

foods are welcome. The summer months are 

tough on families with kids out of school eating 

more meals at home. Good Shepherd can help 

the summer be a little less hungry for our neigh-

bors. 

By Linda Velto 

Property Rezoning 
 

Our request to rezone our property to allow us to 

use High House as an office and to allow the As-

pen Center to operate a preschool in the educa-

tion building is moving forward.  On June 16, the 

Town of Cary held a public hearing at our re-

quest.  The Town’s planning department present-

ed the information about our request and we sup-

ported their statements.  No one else spoke at 

the hearing.  The request was referred to the 

Town’s Planning and Zoning Board.  That board 

will discuss our request at their July 18 meeting.  

With no opposition, we expect the board will rec-

ommend approval to the Town Council.  The 

Council final approval of our request should occur 

in August. 
 

If you have any questions please see either Dave 

Stonefield or Dave Sniffin. 

 

 

It may be warm and humid now, but before you 

know it the pleasant autumn weather will be up-

on us—perfect weather for working outside. How 

about at a construction site?  
 

Good Shepherd will once again partner with the 

Cary Coalition of Churches as joint sponsors of a 

Habitat for Humanity home-building project. The 

ground blessing of the site, located in Holly 

Springs, will take place on October 1, with con-

struction scheduled to begin in November.  
 

As you plan ahead into the fall, keep some time 

open for swinging a hammer and painting walls. 

Volunteers will be welcome on Thursdays, Fri-

days, and Saturdays beginning in early Novem-

ber.  
 

Look for more information to come about official 

GSUCC work days. 

By Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Ministerial Intern: Amy Burki 
Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 
Moderator: Lisa Mead 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Melinda Devenouges 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer, Leslie Cole & 
Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10 am — 2 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9 am — 12 pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

 

 

 

 

At the worship service on June 19, I made an 

announcement about the Rally against Hate, and 

I followed with a comment.  I asked our congre-

gation to act as Open and Affirming towards all--

including towards those with physical and men-

tal illnesses. 

 

In the aftermath of any shooting—and especially 

the atrocious massacre in Orland—the media 

and the public begin to make assumptions that 

the perpetrator(s) had to have some kind of 

mental illness.  This myth persists despite statis-

tics from the National Institute of Health that 

show folks labeled with serious mental illness 

are responsible for at most 5% of violent crimes. 

 

Why do we allow this fear and loathing of such a 

large minority group of folks? We who are Open 

and Affirming need to address that question to-

gether. 

 

I also call on our congregation and the UCC to 

show our concern for those labeled as mentally 

ill by opposing legislation pending in the US 

House. HR2646, sponsored by Rep. Tim Murphy 

of PA, is being portrayed as a bill to help families 

of those with mental illness, but it does so at the 

expense of the dignity and civil liberty of those 

with mental illness or a history of mental ill-

ness.  This article contains some excellent 

points about HR2646:  

http://autisticadvocacy.org/2016/06/asan-

statement-on-the-revisions-to-h-r-2646/.  

 

If you would like more information or would like 
to have a conversation about the bill, please 
contact me at stargazernc3@gmail.com.        

   

By Martha Brock 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
http://vols.pt/vZpRif
http://autisticadvocacy.org/2016/06/asan-statement-on-the-revisions-to-h-r-2646/
http://autisticadvocacy.org/2016/06/asan-statement-on-the-revisions-to-h-r-2646/
mailto:stargazernc3@gmail.com

