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By the Caring for Cration Team 

 Today, many adult seniors, baby boomers and their families are faced 

with a series of challenging decisions involving the care and overall well-

being of older family members. Good Shepherd will be hosting a Senior 

Parents Strategies Program on Monday evening, June 20, to share in-

formation, answer questions and provide resources to members of the 

church and community who need help with their circumstances.   

 The program will be conducted by Triangle Expert Advisors and includes 

five local experts who specialize in offering various aspects of senior ser-

vices.  Each expert advisor will present a tactical, practical, ten-minute 

message in their area of expertise, filled with valuable information.  The 

talks will be followed by a 30-minute panel discussion to address specific 

questions and topics from the audience. 

 Among the scheduled topics are: 
 

Identifying the comprehensive geriatric care services that are available 
to families, with an emphasis on persons with Dementia and Alzhei-
mer’s Disease. 

 
Devising customized comprehensive in-home care solutions for adult 

seniors.  
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Children  connecting with our future 

 
 Offering strategies to keep parents in a home-based setting and enjoying optimal quality of 

life. 
 

 Developing family and senior adult wealth retention and financial risk management planning, 
including long-term care cost allocation. 

  
 Providing home downsizing, relocation and possession redistribution strategies and implemen-

tation for senior adults and their families. 
 
 Please sign up in the narthex if you are planning to attend, and bring a light refreshment to share.  
We will gather at 6:30 pm, in the sanctuary. The program will begin at 7:00 pm, and last about 90 
minutes.   
 
 For more information about the program, please contact Bob Bedi, bbedi@mediaintegrations.com, 
or Teresa Robinson, trobinson@mediaintegrations.com.  

 

Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing 
Love at Vacation Bible School’s  

“Surf Shack” 
 
 
 
When:  June 14—June 18 
 
Time: Tuesday—Friday - 6:00 p.m.     
 to 8:00  p.m. 
 Saturday - 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

(lunch to follow for all participants) 
 
Place: Covenant Christian Church 
 2911 SW Cary Parkway 

 Come and join the fun when we join together 
for a great week of Vacation Bible School.  Chil-
dren from age 3 (potty trained) through 5th 
grade are invited to attend.  
 
 Older youth are 
always needed to 
help.   
 
 An adult class 
led by Jimmy 
Gibbs, will be of-
fered this year. 
 
 To volunteer to 
help or register 
your child, please 
fill out the forms in the narthex or contact Cindi 
Bristol-Kerr at  
cindiandkevin@gmail.com 

 

By Cindi Bristol-Kerr 

Summer Sunday School 

  

 Summer is almost here! The last day of Sun-
day School for the Empowered Eagles (Grades 1
-5) is Sunday, June 5. After the summer break, 
Empowered Eagles Sunday School will resume 
Sunday, September 11. During these summer 
weeks, children are encouraged to remain in 
Sunday worship service with their families. 

 The Little Lambs well-child nursery (ages 12 
weeks – 2 years) and the Shining Sheep Sunday 
School class (age 3 years - kindergarten) is in 
session throughout the summer months.  

 

By  Deborah Buchanan 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Student Recognition 

 Good Shepherd UCC has a long-standing tra-
dition of honoring our students for their academ-
ic accomplishments. Every year we congratulate 
our rising third graders, our high school gradu-
ates, and our college graduates. We are proud to 
recognize eight students this year at our Student 
Recognition Ceremony being held on June 5, 
during regular worship!  

Rising 3rd Graders 

Megan Johnson 

 Megan attends Northwoods Elementary 
School, where her favorite subjects are math, 
writing, Daily 5, science, and social stud-
ies.  Outside of school, she likes to do active 
things, (such as playing with friends in the 
neighborhood, swimming, and soccer) reading 
and Girl Scouts. 

Benjamin Williams 

 Ben attends Thales Academy, where his favor-
ite subject is history. Outside of school, Ben en-
joys playing soccer, riding his dirt bike, and 
swimming. 
 

High School Graduates 

Dan Gore 

 Dan is graduating from Corinth Holders High 
School in Wendell/Clayton. He is planning on 
getting a Bachelor's Degree in Criminal Justice at 
East Carolina University and hopes to work in 
law enforcement. His current hobby is participat-
ing in the Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(JROTC). 

Sally Johnson 

 Sally is graduating from Cary High School 
where she has been involved in drama and im-
prov for the past four years.  After working this 
summer as a counselor at Camp Warwick in 

Warwick, NY, she heads off to UNC-Chapel Hill. 

 Sally has also been an integral part of Chris-
tian Education for the past two years, teaching 
our Shining Sheep Sunday School class. Sally’s 
last day as a GSUCC Sunday School Teacher is 
June 19. We are going to miss her tremendously!  

 

Nick Rice 

 Nick graduated from Hargrave Military Acade-
my in Chatham, VA.  In the fall, he will attend 
Norwich University where he will be in the Corp 
of Cadets and majoring in Mechanical Engineer-
ing.  This summer he will work at Bellini's Italian 
Restaurant in between trips to the beach, Maine, 
and Texas. 

 

College Graduates 

Kate Hodgson 

 Kate just graduated from NC State University 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics and Politi-
cal Science. She plans to go into campaign fi-
nance. Now that she is not working on home-
work all of the time, her hobbies include baking 
and going to concerts with her roommates.  

 

Taylor Robinson 

 
 

Graduate School Graduates 

Josh Sigmon 

 Josh just graduated with his Master’s Degree 
in Accounting from UNC-Chapel Hill. He is cur-
rently working as a Tax Professional with the 
public accounting firm, BDO.  

His hobbies include being outside as much as 
possible, reading, going to the beach, and bik-
ing.  

 

 

By Cindi Bristol-Kerr 
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Communion  connecting with God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Every few months Social Ministries seeks vol-
unteers to serve dinners for The Carying Place. 
If you haven’t been around Good Shepherd for 
long, you may wonder just what The Carying 
Place is and to whom we are serving dinner? 

 The mission of The Carying Place is to help 
homeless families achieve independent living. 
Families commit to a 16-week program during 
which The Carying Place provides a wide range 
of services. Homelessness is interrupted in the 
short term through placing the family in a fur-
nished apartment, with rent and utilities paid for 
by The Carying Place. Families attend mandatory 
sessions every Thursday evening, meeting with 
support partners to learn skills such as budget-
ing and saving, stress reduction and coping, 
time management, effective parenting, and goal 
setting. Programs for their children are also pro-
vided, including assistance with educational 
needs. The goal is that upon graduation from 
the program, the client families will be in apart-
ments they can afford, with jobs that pay the 
bills, some savings for emergencies, with the 
self-confidence to sustain their housing as part 
of living a balanced life. The Carying Place fol-
lows up with the families for a year or more to 
reinforce what they have learned and assure 
their continued stability.  

 

 

 The Carying Place relies on volunteers and the 
folks from Good Shepherd provide assistance in 
several ways. Four times a year we provide food 
and serve the meal for the families and their sup-
port partners at their Thursday night meetings. 
When the need arises, we help prepare apart-
ments for new families by repainting or moving 
furniture. Some of our members serve on teams 
of support partners, a commitment which re-
quires significant time but brings great satisfac-
tion as families achieve independence. As with all 
non-profit organizations, The Carying Place 
gratefully accepts monetary donations. 

If you would like to learn more about The Carying 

Place and how you can help, check out their web-

site, http://www.thecaryingplace.org/ , call 919-

462-1800, or talk to Linda Velto. 

By: Linda Velto 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.thecaryingplace.org/
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Fall Retreat for 

GSUCC Women 

 Reservations 
are still being 
accepted for the 
2016 Women’s 
Retreat at Blow-
ing Rock. We 
still have eight 
openings, so for 
a deposit of $35 

you can save your place to join the women of 
GSUCC for a fun, relaxing and spiritual week-
end in the mountains on the weekend of Octo-
ber 7 through October 9, 2016.  

 The weekend starts Friday evening and ends 
Sunday morning. The total cost for the week-
end including meals, will be $160 a person. If 
you would like to attend the retreat at Blowing 
Rock Conference Center, sign-up sheets will be 
available in the narthex, or you can see Nan 
Nelson or Kathy Boyer with your $35 deposit.  

 First come, first taken. (Please speak with 
us if you have a financial need.) 

The 
Pastor’s Corner 

Covenant  connecting with each other 

Children are our future…
and our now! 

 Sometimes we hear it said (and say it our-
selves) that our children are our future.  Which is 
completely true.  I want to add, they are also our 
now.  They are not only the future church they 
are also vital, active parts of the body of Christ 
today.  We see them helping to bring in the light 
of Christ, assisting in Sunday school classrooms, 
reading scripture, engaging in service, blessing 
the baptismal waters and reveling in the created 
world.  They are the Church!  

 On June 5, we will celebrate our youth and 
children by giving Bibles to rising 3rd graders, 
recognizing graduates, and being led in worship 
by our youth.  Of special note, we will be marking 
an important moment in the life of faith of three 
young people—Margo Buchanan, Lexi Burki, and 
Miko Rodriquez—as they affirm their baptism and 
are confirmed in worship.   

 We mean it when we say, “Whoever you are 
and wherever you are on your journey, you are 
welcome here.”  Whether you are a fussy new-
born or a fussy octogenarian, a moody middle-
schooler or a moody middle-ager, a rambunctious 
toddler or a rambunctious retiree, you are fully 
welcome and have a valuable place in the 
Church! 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By Nan Nelson 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE MEMBERS:  

TOMMY AND PEGGY COOPER 

 Tommy and Peggy Cooper may be new faces 
to many members of Good Shepherd UCC, but to 
others they are old friends.    
 
 Tommy grew up in Rocky Mount, NC, and was 
raised in an independent church called Apostolic 
Faith Christian 
Church.  He graduat-
ed from NC State 
with a degree in 
Electrical Engineer-
ing.  He recently re-
tired, but his former 
employer called him 
a few months ago to 
see if he could come 
back to work a few 
days a week. 
 
 Peggy grew up in 
Sanford, NC, in a 
UCC church.  She 
attended Troutman 
Beauty School to be-
come a hairdresser, 
and later became a teacher’s assistant with 
Wake County Public Schools for 13 years. 
 
 They met through mutual friends and this 
past April they celebrated their 47th wedding an-
niversary!  They first started attending GSUCC 
after (then-Pastor) Rev. Ed Rawls made a “cold 
call” to their house about a new congregation in 
the area called Good Shepherd United Church of 
Christ.  They were initially at Good Shepherd for 
about ten years. In 1993, Tommy was hospital-
ized for five months with pancreatitis and Rev. 
Rawls visited Tommy every day while he was 
hospitalized.  He provided great support and 
comfort to both Peggy and Tommy. 
 
 Later, Peggy’s mother got sick and Tommy 
and Peggy moved in with her to help provide 
care for her.  Tommy and Peggy attended Hope 
Community Church for a few years, but after re-
cently bumping into a few current GSUCC mem-
bers at Dorcas Ministries, they decided to come 
back for a visit. 
 
 Tommy and Peggy have a son, Parker, and a 

daughter, Anna.  Parker lives in Raleigh and is a 
produce broker.  He has a daughter.  Anna lives 
in Oak Ridge, NC, where she sells books and 
takes care of her two sons.   
 
 They are both avid readers in their free time, 

and collectors of 
unique items such as 
porcelain boxes with 
toys, knives, cookie 
cutters, nutcracker 
dolls, Santa Claus, 
and door stops. They 
are so thrilled to be 
back at Good Shep-
herd and we are 
thrilled to have them! 

 

 

By Lindsey Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE MEMBERS:  

JOSHUA & KATIE SIGMON 

By Amy Murray 

 Joshua (or Josh- either is fine) and Katie Sig-
mon started attending Good Shepherd about a 
year ago, and were drawn to stay because of the 
loving folks they encountered.  They wanted to 
try a new church and liked the mix of progres-
sive theology and a traditional worship service 
that they found here at GSUCC. 

 

 Before moving to this area to pursue further 
schooling, Josh and Katie lived in Blowing Rock, 
NC, where Josh attended Appalachian State Uni-
versity in Boone, and graduated in 2014.  They 
moved here so that Josh could go to Graduate 
School at UNC for a Masters in Accounting, which 
he just received this May!! He 
will be starting a new job at 
BDO in Raleigh in June. Katie 
works as an office manager at 
The Animal Hospital in 
Carrboro. 

 

 Josh and Katie both come 
from large families and each 
have five siblings. Katie grew 
up in Toccoa, GA (about 1.5 
hours from Atlanta,) and Josh 
grew up in Hickory, NC. Josh 
and Katie met while working 
at Camp Evergreen in Geor-
gia. Josh worked at the camp 
for four summers and week-
ends and joined the leader-
ship staff, and Katie worked 
there as a counselor. Their romance budded over 
the summer, and they were engaged only a cou-
ple of months later.  Katie then moved to Boone 
to be near Josh.  They were married on May 18, 
2013, almost exactly three years ago!!! 

 

 Their current family includes two fur children; 
Abel the dog, and Lemon the cat. They admit 
Abel is a spoiled dog. She is a black lab/whippet 
mix, very high energy and high love. Their cat 
Lemon is also a very loving pet.  Both Abel and 
Lemon are about four years old. They also share 
their home with a good friend Morgan and her 
three-year old son, Eli, whom they consider fam-
ily. 

 

 Josh grew up in a non-denominational church 
and went to a Christian private school from pre-

school through high school. He grew up in a very 
evangelical and conservative environment.  Katie 
was raised in a Lutheran church until she gradu-
ated high school. 

 

 In their spare time, both Josh and Katie like to 
be active and like the outdoors. Josh enjoys bik-
ing, working out, camping and hanging out in the 
hammock reading.  Katie also enjoys taking the 
kayak out on Jordan Lake, walking the dog at 
Umstead  Park, and working out.  Other down 
time activities they enjoy are having friends over, 
and indulging in lots of Netflix. 

 

 Josh and Katie have 
jumped right into activities at 
the church.  Their first big 
event was walking in the 
Christmas parade -  even car-
rying the banner!! Josh also 
helped build the garden and 
they both went to the Aloha 
Zoo where they enjoyed time 
with other “awesome mem-
bers of the church.” They had 
recently attended a few ses-
sions of the adult study 
“Painting  the Stars” and a 
few weeks ago had their first 
venture into serving as ushers 
in a worship service where 
they definitely “nailed it!” 

 When we asked Josh what else we should 
know about him, he said, “Hmmm… not sure. 
There are definitely interesting things about me 
and I’m sure people will find them out the more 
they get to know me!” 

 

 Katie said that they are truly amazed at Good 
Shepherd, and that this church came into their 
lives at the right time. They are full of joy to be a 
part of such a wonderful congregation. They 
thank everyone for being so welcoming and truly, 
truly loving. 

 

 We welcome Josh and Katie to our church 
family with open arms.  Look for them and wish 
them a Happy Anniversary and congratulations to 
Josh on his recent graduation!! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Our June Birthdays 

 
3  Larry Dickinson 
3  Linda Lahre 
9  Stephanie Lee 
9  Alex Velto 
16  Mildred Cox 
16  Gloria Hormuth 
19  Wilson Buchanan 
22  Thomas Buchanan 
23  Connie Sinha 
24  Talya Dressler 
27  Kathy Boyer 
27  Barb Eilers 
27  Nan Nelson 
30  Matthew Mead 
 
 

 If you have a birthday in June and it is not 
listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and let 
us know. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to 

Pamela and Scott 

Geyer, and Grandpar-

ents Carolyn and Rob 

Lundin, on the birth of 

Philip McIntosh Geyer, 

born Wednesday, May 

17, at 10:36 PM, weigh-

ing 7 pounds, 10 ounces 

and 22 inches long. 

Summer Music 
 
 Much gratitude goes to the choir members, 
who have shared their time and talents all year 
long. The choir will take a break for the sum-
mer, beginning in mid-June. But the music 
doesn’t stop during the summer! Worship on 
July 10, will feature a women’s chorale, with a 
men’s chorale planned for August 7. Stay 
tuned for more information about how to par-
ticipate in those groups. We also look forward 
to a variety of singers, instrumentalists, and 
dancers providing the special music for sum-
mer services. If you would like to share your 
talents in a solo or as part of a small group, 
please contact Linda Velto at church, or at  
lindavelto@gmail.com  

By: Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
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by Gordon Welles 
 

 
Finances First                         
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything  provided  in  this  report, please 
contact me. 
 
 
Gordon Welles      
708-460-0428  
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down) please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.5% $1,214.12 $0.00 $140,218.48 1/31/2030 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  April 30, 2016** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $74,587.11 73,614.72 $972.39 1.3% 
Total Expenses $69,115.23 $72,346.00 ($3,230.77)           -4.5% 
Difference $5,471.88       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

Offering Status as of April 30, 2016 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $52,607.22 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2015       $10,683.17 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $63,290.39 $63,899.40 ($609.01) -1.0% 

Loose $6,732.55 $4703.32 $2,029.23 
      

43.1% 

Total for 2016 $70,022.94 68,602.72 $1,420.22     2.1% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

Save the Date 

for a Concert! 
  

 

 On Saturday, September 17, Good Shepherd 
will host a concert by the Brass Roots Trio, an 
ensemble of French horn, trumpet, and piano. 
Their program called “Reflections of Peace” is a 
collection of jazz and contemporary arrange-
ments of hymns and spirituals, interwoven with 
scripture, poetry, and prayer. The Brass Roots 
Trio has performed around the US and the UK, 
including a 2009 performance at the White 
House.  

 Look for more details to come during the 
summer, but mark your calendars now for 
this special event! 

Spirituality of Parenting June 11 
  

 Join us at Good Shepherd on June 11, from 9:00-10:30 am, for a morning of prayer, reflection, 
and discussion, as we explore parenting as a spiritual practice.  Together we will share the joys and 
challenges of parenting and the life of faith in an open and supportive community.  With an under-
standing that children are not prod-
ucts to be perfected but wonders to 
be loved, you will not find any parent-
ing tips or "successful" methods in 
this group.  You will find a grace-filled 
space where you can breath, be hon-
est, find support, and ground your 
parenting in a progressive Christian 
faith.  The group is facilitated by Rev. 
Carla Gregg-Kearns and childcare is 
provided.  Please register with Pastor 
Carla. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By: Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Ministerial Intern: Amy Burki 
Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 
Moderator: Lisa Mead 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Melinda Devenouges 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer, Leslie Cole & 
Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10 am — 2 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9 am — 12 pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

Creation Corner 
 

  As many of you already know, GSUCC is 
working to raise money for a solar array to be 
installed on our roof this fall.  We are excited to 
move forward with this project and to see the 
array operate in the near future.  Our proposed 
array will generate approximately 7,827 kWh of 
electricity annually, prevent burning 3.2 tons of 
coal and offset 9 tons of carbon dioxide!  Also 
$850 will be saved by the congregation annually 
in electric bills--money we can use for our vari-
ous missions.  Exciting! 

 Our solar project is coming at a critical time, 
in our opinion.  To date, 2016 is the hottest year 
recorded and the US government officially rec-
ognized the first American Climate Refugees.  
The Biloxi-Chitimach-Chocta tribe that inhabits 
Isle De Jean Charles, LA was granted $48 million 
in Jan. 2016 to relocate. Sadly, their ancestral 
home is no longer habitable because of sea level 
rise. Forty-eight million dollars is the estimated 
cost to relocate the tribe of 60 people; the UN 
estimates that by 2050 there could be 50-200 
million climate refugees worldwide. These facts 
are sobering, at the very least. 

 

 Faith groups like GSUCC and other organiza-
tions are providing beacons of hope by raising 
awareness and taking action against climate 
change, arguably the biggest moral issue of our 
time.  We hope you will appreciate what the ar-
ray represents and spread the word about our 
fundraiser. At our congregational meeting on 
June 5 we will provide specifics of the campaign 
and offer ways to share the information with 
friends and colleagues.    

By Jean Miller-Lee 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
http://vols.pt/vZpRif

