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The Season of Lent began on Ash Wednesday as we shared a meal with 

others and marked ourselves with ashes to remember our humanity. Dur-

ing the forty days of Lent that follow, we are intentional about turning 

ourselves toward God and preparing for Easter. In worship each week, we 

will sing a Psalm, hear a dramatic reading of a story from one of the Gos-

pels, and reflect on symbols in the story.   

The last week of Lent is Holy Week and begins with Palm Sunday on April 

9, when we begin worship outside to remember Jesus’ entry into Jerusa-

lem.  On Maundy Thursday, April 13, we will have a simple meal and ser-

vice at 6:30 pm at Covenant Christian with Covenant and Cary First Chris-

tian. Our Good Friday service will be at the Chapel at Glenaire Retirement 

Community on April 14 at 7 pm. During Lent we will also be engaged with 

our friends at Covenant Christian and Cary First Christian in our joint pro-

ject, “Community in the Heart of Christ.” See page 2 for details.  

After the Lenten days of 

introspection and com-

munity reflection, we will 

celebrate the resurrec-

tion on Easter, April 16, 

with a 7:30 am service, 

8:30 am pancake break-

fast, 9:30 am Bonnet 

Contest and Egg Hunt, 

and 10:30 am worship 

service.    
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Community in the Heart of Christ: 
Community, Race, and Faith 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

As followers of Christ who seek to deepen our 

relationships with God and one another, we 

cannot ignore the effects of race on our-

selves, our churches, or our communi-

ties.  Committed to being the (diverse, com-

plex, broken, beautiful) Body of Christ in the 

world, we invite you into a year-long process 

of discovery and relationship. 

Led by Cary First Christian, Covenant Chris-

tian (Disciples of Christ), and Good Shepherd 

United Church of Christ, we welcome you to 

engage in worship, reflection, conversation, 

and action related to the intersections of 

faith, race, and community.   

 

Our kick-off event, which will feature  

Dr. Reginald Hildebrand, retired professor of African American Studies at UNC, will be 

held March 5, 2017, from 3 -7 pm, at Cary First Christian, 1109 Evans Rd. Dinner 

and childcare are included. 
 

Future weekly gatherings will be from 3-5 pm, at Good Shepherd. Registra-

tion to come in the future for these events.   

 March 12- Stigmas and Norms: What gets considered “normal” and why 

    Rev. Javier Almendarez Bautista 

 March 19- Privilege: When, where, and how we hold advantages  

 March 26- Systems and Institutions: Schools, prisons, the church, etc.  

    Ms. Getta Kapur, JD 

 April 2- Intersectionality: The ways in which gender, class, race, and sexuality in-

tersect in people’s lives  

    Fr. Jemonde Taylor 

 April 9- Closing 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://history.unc.edu/people/faculty/reginald-f-hildebrand/
http://www.stpaulscary.org/people/javier-almendarez-bautista/
http://law.campbell.edu/page.cfm?id=565&n=geeta-n-kapur
http://www.stambroseraleigh.org/clergy-and-staff
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The Pastor’s Corner 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I celebrate the energetic and Spirit-filled day 40 folks from GSUCC spent together at the end of Janu-

ary imagining future ministry.  All day people were engaged and enthusiastic about the opportunity to 

dig deeper into some ministries and start new ones.  After many possibilities, small groups and giant 

post-its, we ended up with eight main ideas. 

 

 The Community Garden – Already a treasure of the church, there was energy around continuing 

to involve more people, especially children, as we grow food to share with people through the food 

pantry at Dorcas Ministries. 

 Becoming More Involved in Advocacy Work – There is more discernment to do in this area 

but one significant area of interest was refugees and other immigrants.   

 The Carying Place – We’ve helped provide meals for The Carying Place for years and now would 

like to invite individuals to become more involved in other aspects of this organization that helps 

homeless families transition to stable housing.   

 Children’s VBS – Possibility of a new curriculum for children’s VBS that includes an interfaith as-

pect.  

 Bible Study – A number of folks would like a long-term Bible study in a small group setting. 

 Creative Projects – Ways to use our creativity to enjoy time together, benefit others, share in 

worship, etc.  There are sign-up sheets in the narthex for various opportunities. 

 Community Relationships – Expand our mission and ministry with Covenant and Cary First and 

look for ways to share this as a model partnership.  

 Facilities – We need more and different space to continue to effectively be in ministry—worship, 

education, small groups, etc.  The Council has launched a visioning and facilities task force to con-

sider our ministry priorities for the future and the space we will need to carry those out. 

If you are interested in any of these areas, please let me know and I will connect you with others!  I 

am looking forward to all the ways we will continue to “Be the Church” in 2017. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Sue Rice 

If you have a birthday in March and it is not 
listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and let us 
know.  

Our March 
Birthdays 

Covenant  connecting with each other 

  

 

By Sue Rice 

.        In March, we are read-

ing A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman. 

Ove is the angry old 

man next door whose 

solitary world is turned 

upside down when a 

boisterous young family 

moves in next 

door.  Please join us 

March 28, at 7 pm, at 

High House, to discuss 

this charming debut 

novel. 

Newcomer Coffee  
With the Pastor 

 

If you are new to Good Shepherd, 

we invite you to coffee with Pastor 
Carla at 9:30 am in the sanctuary 

on March 26. It’s an informal time 

to learn about the church and its 
ministries.   

Lindsey Gregg-Kearns 

10 Mike Carney 

12 Darrell Lee 

15 Nick Rice 

17 Lily Lee 

17 Grant Murray 

18 Katherine Hodgson 

19 Margo Buchanan 

19 Maia Palango 

20 Cassidy Lee 

21 Nan Alberti 

21 Chuk Gleason 

21 Nancy Akley Henderson 

24 Jon Scarantino 

29 Jim Lee 

29 Dan Edwards 

 

 

 

By Dave Stonefield 

The Property Ministry is recruiting a sexton 

(custodian) for the church. This is a part-time 
position, about 16 hours per week. The ministry 

is looking for a handyman person who will also 

do weekly cleaning. If you know anyone who 

might be interested in the position, please have 

them contact Dave Stonefield at 919-467-8421. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to set your clocks forward before you 

go to bed on Saturday night, March 11, as Day-

light Savings Time begins on Sunday, March 12, 

at 2 am.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Kathy Boyer 

Going out to dinner? Participating in a service 

project? Attending a performance? Learning a 

new form of art or craft? If any of these ideas or 

some of your own sound interesting for a Wom-

en’s Fellowship activity, and you would like to 

take the lead for a month to set it up, contact 

Kathy Boyer at nckathyb@gmail.com and she 

will assist you with communicating it to the 

women of GSUCC and any other help you may 

need.   

Please see the article below regarding Art in 

Bloom for the Women’s Fellowship activity for 

March. 

March Women’s Fellowship  

Art in Bloom  

NC Museum of Art                         

By Susie Oliver 

Women of the 

church are in-

vited to visit 

the Art in 

Bloom exhibit 

at the NC Mu-

seum of Art 

West Building, 

Thursday, March 

30, from 10 

am to 12 pm. 

Entry fee for the exhibit is $13 for members and 

$18 for non-members. Those who wish to carpool 

can meet at the church at 9:30 am. Lunch is not 

available at the museum restaurant that day, but 

those who are interested may want to stop for 

lunch at a restaurant on the way home.     

Art in Bloom features over 50 floral interpretations 

of art in the Museum’s permanent collection with 
sweet smells and cascading floral arrangements. 

It’s a treat to experience these breathtaking dis-
plays from floral designers across NC and beyond.    

Wednesday  
Spirituality Group  

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

The Wednesday Spirituality group will not meet 

March 1, but will resume gathering on March 8, 
at 10:30 am, when we begin a series on immi-

gration at the home of Susie Oliver, 6913 Lake 

Wheeler Road, Raleigh. Meet at church at 10 am 

to carpool. On March 15, we will meet at the 

home of Gail Stonefield, 213 Rosecommon Lane, 
Cary.   

 

 

By Lindsey Gregg-Kearns 

 

One of the seeds that was planted at the GSUCC 

visioning retreat in January was the resurrection 
of the "Let's Go" events. These church-wide out-

ings are opportunities to spend time with and 

get to know other GSUCC members and friends 

- geared to a variety of ages and interests.  

My hope is to have an event every other month, 

but that frequency may shift over time. If you 

have any ideas on activities we could do or if 

you'd like to assist in organizing such events, 

please let me know!  

April 1 

All Church Workday 
 

By Dave Stonefield 

The Property Ministry has scheduled an all-church 

workday for Saturday, April 1 (no fooling), start-

ing at 9:00 am. We will have two sessions: from 
9:00 am to noon and from 1:00 to 4:00 pm.  
Lunch will be provided for anyone working both 

sessions. We have a number of different projects 
for people of all skill levels. So, bring your work 
gloves and help us give the buildings and grounds 
a spring cleanup and fix-up.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:nckathyb@gmail.com
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MEET THE MEMBER:  

TONY HOSHAW 

Each month we feature a new member of 
GSUCC as a way for you to get to know 
them beyond coffee hour.  This month we 
introduce to you Tony Hoshaw, written in 
his own words. 
 
I have been attending GSUCC for approxi-
mately three months. I started attending be-
cause I felt challenged by a little phrase in a 
1970’s essay by William Johnson, the first 
openly gay man to be or-
dained (in the UCC), 
“abandon pretense.” He 
meant it in a completely 
different way than I took 
it. I took “abandon pre-
tense” to mean: abandon 
the idea that you are be-
ing faithful, that you are 
doing all you can to think, 
organize and act in ways 
consistent with the sum-
mons you received when 
you were a teenager: to 
take the Messiah Jesus 
seriously.  
 
Prior to attending GSUCC, 
I was enjoying a decade-
long absence from the 
institutional church. How-
ever, my entry into Chris-
tian faith was through the 
Presbyterian Church. I 
have lived in Cary for 
nearly two years, after 
having enjoyed the great 
City of Chicago for almost 
15 years. I was born and 
raised in Homedale, Ida-
ho.  
 
I moved to Cary with my 
husband, Justin, our two-year-old son, Wil-
liam, and our two hairless cats, Mak and Mo. 
William was born in Canton, Georgia, and my 
husband grew up in Cary. We adopted Mo 
from Indiana, and we traveled to Dallas, Tex-
as to adopt Mak. We moved to Cary to be 
closer to Justin’s family (and for better weath-
er!).  

I am currently a full-time PhD student, attend-
ing a UCC seminary, the Chicago Theological 
Seminary. My concentration is in theology, eth-
ics, and culture. I am writing my dissertation, 
and I hope to finish what is currently an eight-
year journey this year. One can hope. I work on 
earning my PhD when I am not enjoying time 
at Marbles Kids Museum, running around a 
park, or watching countless episodes of 
“Thomas the Train” and “Friends with William.” 

  
Thinking theological-
ly, and especially 
thinking about what 
it means to think the-
ologically, preaching 
and teaching consti-
tute my vocation. An-
other, related passion 
of mine, if you will, is 
enjoying whiskey 
and/or bourbon. I 
often tell people that 
it is impossible to 
think theologically 
without whiskey 
(although wine and 
beer will do) - and 
it’s best enjoyed in 
the company of lively 
strangers (friends are 
fine too) and good 
food. 
 
While I can think of 
many reasons new-
comers would be im-
pressed with GSUCC, 
I was  fortunate 
enough to sit with 
incredible people on 
my first Sunday. 
Jackie and Shannon 

are my pew sisters, and what I have learned in 
just a short time is that no matter where you 
sit during the service, you're likely close to 
someone incredible. I am thrilled to be at 
GSUCC, and I genuinely look forward to getting 
settled in. This spring and summer, I am pretty 
sure you will find me (along with Anne Mackie) 
in the garden!  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Janet Blum first attended Good Shep-

herd in July of 2016. She visited GSUCC 

because she was looking for a UCC 

church, as she belonged to Christ Con-

gregational Church in Palmetto Bay, 

Florida, before moving to Apex in Octo-

ber of 2015. She has been a member of 

a UCC church for about 30 years.   

 

Janet is originally from Rocky Mount, 

NC. She grew up in the Presbyterian 

church there and attended Presbyterian 

churches until moving to the Miami area 

in 1983. She has two children.  Her 

daughter lives in Cary and has three 

children.  Her son lives in Dillon, Colora-

do, and has one son. 

 

Janet has been a librarian most of her 

life. She started working in public librar-

ies when she graduated from UNC 

Chapel Hill and then became an elemen-

tary school librarian. She was at Coco-

nut Grove Elementary School in Miami 

for 30 years. 

MEET THE MEMBER:  

JANET BLUM 

By Susie Oliver 

Janet has one dog, a terrier named Daisy. 

In her spare time, Janet enjoys reading, 

knitting, and crocheting. 

 

We are pleased Janet joined GSUCC on 

January 29 and look forward to her being 

a part of our church family. 

 

Welcome to all the new members who 

joined GSUCC on January 29!  We will be 

featuring more of them in upcoming 

newsletters. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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 By Dave Stonefield 

Last August we completed the rezoning of our 

properties to allow the use of the education 

building as a school and High House as an of-

fice. Now that portion of the process is com-

plete, we are proceeding with the renovation of 

the High House building. Our architect has 

drawn plans for the renovations and we are in-

terviewing potential general contractors to do 

the work. We hope to use some church labor to 

do some of the demolition work and rebuilding 

the deck.  

What are our next steps and when will we be 

able to do them? High House is on a separate 

piece of property. Although it abuts our main 

property, it is treated as its own site. The site 

plan for High House (the layout of the drive-

way, walkways and parking lot) shows the 

parking and septic system extending into the 

back portion of the main property. To correct 

this, we first have to move the property line. 

We will be moving the line about 80 feet back 

from its current location. 

Next we will have to have our engineers draw a 

specific site plan showing the location of the 

walkways, driveway and parking spaces and 

specifying how they would be built. This plan 

has to have the approval of the Town of Cary. 

The approval process can take four to five 

months. After the site plan is approved, our 

general contractor can file for the building per-

mits. With the building permits in hand, the 

contractor can start construction. All the build-

ing and site work has to be complete before the 

Town will sign off on the project. 

We do not have any funds specifically allocated 

for this work. Therefore, we will need to deter-

mine how we are going to pay for it. 

If you have any ques-
tions about the renova-

tions or the process, 

please see Dave Sniffin 

or Dave Stonefield. 

 

By Dave Stonefield 

Crown Castle, the company that wants to build a 
cell phone tower on our property, has sent anoth-
er proposed agreement. It is a non-binding agree-
ment, except we have to keep the terms confiden-
tial. It lays out general plans for the lease agree-
ment and allows us to start the negotiation pro-
cess. We believe the rent should be about $2,000 
per month. The lease could last as long as 60 
years. Since the agreement is non-binding, we are 
not seeking a congregational vote on it.  However, 
we will be polling the congregation to get a sense 
of how people feel. We plan to send out an e-mail 
in the next few weeks asking for your opinion. 
Once we sign the non-binding agreement, we will 
negotiate an option agreement to allow the com-
pany to conduct tests and obtain approvals to 
build the tower. The option agreement will be 
binding and will require a congregational vote. If 
we decide to move forward, the congregation will 
also get to vote on the final lease agreement. 

To help us evaluate the proposal and to protect 
our interest, we have engaged the service of Ron 
Tucceri, an attorney who deals specifically with 
cell phone tower issues. We will be working with 
Ron to get the best deal we can for the church. 

The company wants to lease a 100’ x 100’ piece of 
land (about 1/4 acre) between the garden and our 
High House property. We have a very limited area 
on our property where they can build the tower 
without interfering with our future building plans.  
One of the criteria for locating the tower is that it 
can be no closer to the property line than the 
height of the tower.   

There are a number of questions about the tower 
and the lease agreement. To keep the congrega-
tion informed and to help us understand concerns 
about the tower and lease, the Property Ministry 
held a meeting after worship on February 26. We 
will get answers to the questions raised at the 
meeting and include them in an email to you. 

To help visualize the location of the tower in rela-
tion to potential buildings, we put green flags 
where a potential future sanctuary building might 
be and an orange flag on a tripod where the tower 
could be. We also placed pink flags around the 
potential tower site to show the land that would 
be leased.   

If you would like 
more information 
about the poten-
tial tower, lease 
agreement or the 
process, contact 
Dave Stonefield. Tower 

Examples 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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You are invited to a 

Lenten Retreat with 

Reverend Traci Blackmon 

at United Church of Chapel Hill 

Saturday, March 4 

9 am – 12 pm 

Reverend Traci Blackmon, Acting Executive Minister of 

Justice and Witness Ministries for the United Church of 

Christ and the first woman pastor in the 156-year history 

of Christ The King UCC, became nationally recognized as 

a prominent voice for social change when Michael Brown 

was shot in Ferguson, just miles from her church.  

She immediately got involved in organizing the Black Lives Matter movement, effectively assisting and 
collaborating with the people in the community working for justice. 

To register, contact the United Church of Chapel Hill at office@unitedchurch.org or call 919-942-3540. 
The church is located in at 1321 Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, Chapel Hill. 

Good Shepherd/Covenant Christian Golf Outing  
By Dave Stonefield 

Good Shepherd UCC has again invited Covenant Christian Church to join 

us at our annual golf outing scheduled for April 23 at Lochmere Golf Club 

on Kildaire Farm Road in Cary.  We will tee off at 1:30 pm and play a four 

person superball format. Following the golf, we will meet for pizza and 

prizes. The outing is open to all members and friends of Good Shepherd 

and Covenant Christian Churches. So, if you want to bring along some 

friends, please do. This year the green fee cost will be $42 for adults and 

$30 for youth under 16. That includes the green fees, cart and a small 

bucket of range balls.    

Family and friends are welcome to join the players for a post tournament 

pizza party starting about 7:00 pm. Cost for the pizza and drinks will be 

$6.00 for adults and $3.00 for children under 10.   

This year by chance the outing will be on Holy Humor Sunday, so the golfers can wear the craziest 

golf outfit to church that Sunday. 

For the non-golfers, in a four-person super ball each player on the team hits his/her ball and then 

the team decides which of the shots is the best. The other balls are picked up and moved to that 

location. This process is repeated until the team gets the ball into the hole.  Super ball is a lot of 

fun for all the players even if they are not the best. The outing committee will try to equalize the 

teams so that each will have a chance to win.  

A sign-up sheet will be placed in the church narthex asking for the player’s name, handicap or av-

erage score. Please note in the comment column if you would like to play with certain individuals. 

Deadline for signing up is noon on Sunday, April 16. In addition, please provide the number of peo-
ple coming to the pizza party so the committee can determine the best place to have it. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:office@unitedchurch.org
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By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Rev. Edward Davis, Conference Minister of the 

Southern Conference (All the NC and Eastern 

Virginia UCC churches) is hosting “Town Hall 

Meetings” to be held during the Lenten Season 

from Asheville to Virginia Beach and everywhere 

in between. It will be titled “The State of the 

Church in Society.”  Good Shepherd will be a 

host site on March 13, 7-8:30pm.   Rev. Davis 

writes: 

As we begin to observe this season of repent-

ance and reflection during Lent, we want this 

to be a time where we engage in healthy dia-

logue that captures the essence of who God 

is calling us to be. It will be a time to listen, 

talk, and discern. We will talk about the is-

sues of today and try to minimize the idea of 

us vs. them. We will talk about what unifies 

us more so than what divides us. As we en-

gage ourselves in reflective questions and 

answers, during this time of discernment, we 

want people to come out for prayer, to talk 

about the issues of the day and ask how we 

can be the church together for such a time as 

this. 

Please plan to join fellow church members and 

welcome guests from nearby UCC churches for 

this opportunity to dialogue with our Conference 

Minister and one another.  

 

Save the date -- and God’s Creation!  Join the 

UCC Southern Conference Creation Justice Net-

work for “Creation Justice Pathways in NC,” co-

sponsored by the NC Council of Churches, Friday 

March 24-26, Parkway UCC, Winston-Salem.   

The event will kick off with a potluck on Friday 

evening at 6, followed by presenters on Satur-

day, 9:00-2:30:   

 Marilynn Marsh-Robinson, Environmental De-

fense Fund 

 Rev. Dr. Rodney Sadler, NC NAACP and Jus-
tice Action Mobilization Network 

 Nicole Johnson and Susannah Tuttle, NC 

Council of Churches and NC Interfaith Power 

& Light 

 Dr. Daniel Vermeer, director of Duke Univer-

sity’s Energy Development and the Global 

Environment Department 

On Sunday, Rev. Dr. Sadler will lead worship at 

11 am.  

There is no fee, but donations will be accepted to 

cover the cost for lunch on Saturday.  Online 

registration is at: 
https://creationjusticepathways.eventbrite.com 

For more information, contact Karen Richardson 

Dunn, krichdunn@gmail.com.  Hope to see you 

there! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://creationjusticepathways.eventbrite.com
mailto:krichdunn@gmail.com
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 Dare to Dream: Ecumenical Educational Conference on  

Peace and Justice in the Middle East Featuring Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb  

Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb, Co-Founder, 

CEO and President of Bright Stars 

of Bethlehem, world-renowned 

champion for peace; Pastor of 

Christmas Lutheran Church in 

Bethlehem, Palestine and recipient 

of the 2015 Olof Palme peace 

prize.  

Friday, March 24, 2017, 6:30pm – 8:30pm  

Dinner & Presentation by Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb  

 White Memorial Presbyterian Church  

 1704 Oberlin Rd, Raleigh NC  

 Registration: March 1 – 17, 919-834-3424 or 

www.whitememorial.org and click on “Events” then 

“Event Registration” (also has campus map & direc-

tions)  

 Buffet Dinner: $6 cash, check or credit card at the 

door  

 Check-in: Geneva Hall  

 Dining & Presentation: Pickard Hall  

Saturday, March 25, 7:30pm  

Story Telling & Music  

Featuring Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb &  

David LaMotte – Musician, Author & Speaker  

 Church of Reconciliation  

 110 N. Elliott Rd, Chapel Hill, NC  

 Registration: not required, free to the public  

Sunday, March 26, 11:00am  
Worship with Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb  

 Duke University Chapel  

 401 Chapel Dr, Durham, NC  

 Registration: not required, free to the public  
Saturday, March 25, 10:00am – 12:30pm  

Interfaith Conversation & Lunch with Rev. Dr.  Raheb  

 Church of Reconciliation  

 110 N. Elliott Rd, Chapel Hill, NC  

 Registration: March 1 – 17 919-929-2127 or 

churchrec@churchrec.org  

 Catered Lunch: $10 cash or check at the door  

For more information or questions, please contact 
Kathy Huffstetler at Huffstetler.k@gmail.com 
or 919-815-1748.  

Bright Stars of Bethlehem is a 501(c)3 non-profit organiza-

tion directly funding and supporting the outreach ministries 

of the Diyar Consortium in the Holy Land.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:Huffstetler.k@gmail.com
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LESSONS OF RESILIENCY” 
 “WOMEN OF REFLECTION 

CALLING ALL WOMEN! CLERGY,     
DEACONS, TRUSTEES, LAITY, 
MOTHER BOARD, KITCHEN 
STAFF, TEACHERS, USHERS, 
AIDS, SINGERS. ALL WOMEN! 
ASKING EACH CHURCH TO 
SEND AT LEAST 3 WOMEN TO 
SHARE IN THIS FEAST OF THE 
LORD … TO WITNESS, EMPOW-
ER, INSPIRE, & ENCOURAGE …
RESILIENCE!!! 

Eastern North Carolina Association  
CHURCH WOMEN 

SPRING GATHERING 
SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 2017, 9 am–2 pm 

Elon Community Church UCC 
271 N. Williamson Avenue 

Elon, NC 27244 
(336) 584-0391  

COURAGE, STRENGTH,  
RESILIENCY  

 

Learn from the Gospel 
Truth, and Workshops. Be 
strengthened by Testimo-
nies and Prayer. Enjoy 
Skits, Music, Fun and 
Games… and much more. 
Bring  another Sister with 
you!  Serving Lunch and 
Refreshments. 

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS  
THIS BLESSING! 

                                                  
Oh, Worthy Women of God 
… share your story.  Flow  
in the spirit with other     
Focused Women of          
Excellence, Resiliency and 
Strength.  Leave Refreshed, 
Revived, and Renewed! 

REGISTRATION  COST:  $5.00  
RSVP DEADLINE:  MARCH 15, 2017        
Make Check Payable to:   
ENCA CHURCH WOMEN                           
Mail Registration Form to:                                                 
Nancy Henderson, ENCA-CW Treasurer                      
2884 Wycliff Road, Raleigh, NC 27607                                  
(919) 345-0590   
nhenderson2884@gmail.com 

ENCA Church Women 
Rev. Tanya Best, President 
Telephone: (919) 236-5728 

For Additional Questions 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Adrienne Jones 

  

 

 

 

  

 The Commission for Racial Justice and the Wilmington Ten 

 
In 1971, as the nation struggled to find ways to reverse the centuries old North and South racial di-
vide, North Carolina, a state that always prided itself as “progressive’ as compared with other south-
ern states, became the center of national and international attention. In North Carolina, the City of 
Wilmington’s attempts to integrate black students into what had historically been the high school for 
whites, fell apart. Black students organized and staged a boycott to protest what they considered sys-
temic mistreatment. Their list of complaints included: lack of support from the school administration 
and teachers, differential disciplinary response to incidents involving white and black students, lack of 
representation in school activities, and a demand for a more “relevant curriculum” to include black 
history and literature. The students also established a boycott headquarters at the nearby St. Grego-
ry’s Congregational Church. Violent response by a white paramilitary organization, the “Rights of 
White People’” (ROWP), led to violence against blacks. In turn, a black student leader, who witnesses 
claimed was unarmed, was shot and killed by police. In retaliation, an armed white agitator was shot 
and killed. The second death resulted in a quick response, with mobilization of the National Guard and 
a city-wide curfew. 
 
A year later, seventeen people were arrested for their involvement in the violence; all of them pro-
testers and none part of the white ROWP. Ten of those arrested, later labeled the “Wilmington Ten,” 
were put on trial for burning a local grocery store during the riot, and conspiring to shoot at police. All 
ten were convicted and sentenced to a total of 220 years in prison. Among the group was a young ac-
tivist organizer, UCC minister Ben Chavis. He had been invited to come to Wilmington by the white 
minister of the interracial St Gregory’s, and came with the support of the United Church of Christ’s 
Commission for Racial Justice (CRJ). The subsequent trial and conviction of the ten was a result of 
what was later proved to be false testimony, bias on the part of the judge and the entire judicial sys-
tem, and negative and biased publicity from the Wilmington newspaper. 
 
The case and trial of the “Wilmington Ten” drew national and international attention. The trial and 
subsequent appeals became the catalyst for alliances between the UCC’s Commission for Racial Jus-
tice and a range of coalitions that included labor unions, the Congressional Black Caucus, Amnesty 
International, various black nationalists organizations, and some far left-leaning organizations that 
were active supporters of avowed Communist Angela Davis. Throughout this time however, the CRJ 
leadership was steadfast in their support for following through to see justice for the Ten. They viewed 
the case more broadly than a “’simple isolated miscarriage of justice but rather [that it] manifested 
the systemic repression of African Americans.” With the CRJ’s political know-how and the strategic 
management of allies, the Ten were finally freed, in 1980, and pardoned by then North Carolina Gov-
ernor Beverly Perdue in 2012. The Commission for Racial Justice has now been renamed to include 
Economic Justice. 
 
For a full account of the dramatic story of the Commission and the Wilmington Ten, see The Wilming-
ton Ten: Violence, Injustice, and the Rise of Black Politics in the 1970s by Kenneth Robert Janken, 
University of 
North Carolina 
Press, 2015. 

UCC History  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Finances First                        By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please contact 
me. 
 
Gordon Welles      
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.50% $1,214.12 $0.00 $134,980.12 1/31/2030 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  January 31, 2017** 
 

 
YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 

Budget Delta % 

Total Income $29,170.92 $22,134.84 $7,036.08 31.8% 

Total Expenses $23,185.95 $21,828.29 $1,357.66 6.2% 

Difference $5,984.97       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

Offering Status as of January 31, 2017 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $16,035.00 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2016 $9,799.46 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $25,834.46 $18,429.84 $7,404.62 40.2% 

Loose $1,882.26 $1,666.67 $215.59 12.9% 

Total for 2017 $27,716.72 $20,096.51 $7,620.21 37.9% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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By Linda Velto 

Children  connecting with our future 

February began with the “Souper” Bowl collection on Feb. 5, with $358.66 received. Thanks to every-

one for your generosity! In the evening we gathered to watch the Super Bowl. Everyone had a great 

time eating and watching the game (and the commercials). Special thanks to Chuk, Carla, and Emily 
Gleason for hosting. We closed the month with a meeting at High House after church on Feb. 26. 

 

 

 

In March, we’ll have a lock-in at the church from Friday evening, Mar. 10, through Saturday morning, 

Mar. 11. We plan to watch and discuss the documentary film “Bully,” as well as have plenty of fun 

and fellowship time. We’ll get back to volunteering at Dorcas on Saturday, Mar. 18, from 11 am to 2 
pm. On Sunday, Mar. 26, we’ll have a meeting at High House after service. 

By Katherine Gleason 

One Great Hour of Sharing  
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a special mission of-

fering of the UCC, in partnership with six other denomina-

tions, which carries God’s message of love and hope in 

practical ways to people in crisis. OGHS funds support short

-term and long-term disaster relief projects in the US and 

around the globe. They also support missionaries and in-

terns working in health care, education, sustainable agricul-

ture, and refugee support. Of every dollar donated, 95 

cents is used directly for mission programming. 

This year’s theme for OGHS is “You Are Here.” Christians 

are called to be the hands and feet of God in building com-

munity around the world. We do it locally with our time and 

hands-on efforts, and we accomplish it with our monetary resources in places far and wide. “You 

are here” in Cambodia, where installation of deep wells and education on water filtering means 

safe, clean water for 16 small villages. “You are here” in Haiti, providing post-Hurricane Matthew 

recovery through seed distribution, rebuilding, and water purification. “You are here” in West Co-

lumbia, SC, helping a veteran rebuild after flooding destroyed his home. 

Good Shepherd will take the One Great Hour of Sharing offering on Sunday, March 26. Please con-
sider how you can be “here” for others and share hope in time of need. 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

 

 

 

 
By Chris Alberti 

 
For many years GSUCC has been involved in assisting with the non-profit organization known as The 
Carying Place. The goal of this organization is “to help working homeless families achieve independent 
living through mentoring of volunteers providing weekly guidance in managing personal finances, 
seeking permanent affordable housing, and maintaining a job—breaking the cycle of poverty they 
have experienced.” The Carying Place has recently put out a call to churches for more volunteers. Be-
low is the message received recently: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition to the above needs, The Carying Place is in need of 
items for the children/teens store. The store is in operation 
once a month during the support team meetings on Thursday 
evenings. The objective of the store is to teach budgeting 
skills to children and teens. Children/teens can exchange to-
kens that are earned during the program for store items. 
Items for ages 5-17 such as toys, clothing, and gift cards are 
needed on a regular basis to restock the store. Donated items 
can be brought to church and given to Nan Alberti. 
 
Several GSUCC members are regular volunteers at The Cary-
ing Place. If you have questions about The Carying Place, feel 
free to speak with, Chris or Nan Alberti, Thelma Faulk, Gordon 
Welles, Jean Miller or Carol St. Jean. 

The Carying Place, Inc.  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

  
Hi friends of The Carying Place (TCP)! This is a call to action for volunteers needed to 
help serve our homeless, working families with children. We are currently in need of 
new volunteers for the following areas: 
 

 Moving and storage up-keep volunteers (usually the first Saturday of each 
month; also in need of movers with trucks)  

 Property maintenance/handy-man volunteers (as needed to maintain properties)  
 Family support team and caring sponsor volunteers (working directly with fami-

lies each Thursday evening for 16 weeks at a time; caring sponsors work weekly 
at their convenience with families)   

 Children’s Thursday evening program  
 Office volunteers - one 4 hour shift a week or back-up office volunteers  
 Teen or youth program volunteers (working directly with the children of families 

on Thursday evening; flexible needs here)   
 

If you or someone is interested in volunteering with our families and agency, please 
contact our office at 919-462-1800 or info@thecaryingplace.org. We hope you will 
join us at one of our info sessions to learn more and we look forward to getting you 
started as one of our wonderful and reliable volunteers! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:info@thecaryingplace.org
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By Amy Murray 

 

Plans are well underway for our July 30-August 5 mission trip to Johns River Valley near Blowing 

Rock, NC. We invite anyone age 13 or older to participate on a team to do home repair/construction 

or meal preparation. The total cost will be $450 per work team member, and we expect to have 

church-sponsored fund raisers to cover $200 of this cost, leaving a balance of $250 per team mem-

ber. Commitment to go on the trip is needed as soon as possible, with a $75 deposit payable upon 

sign-up. Additional payments of $75 will be due on April 1 and $100 on June 16. 

 

Johns River Workday 
 

Trip participants and others are invited to help with the spring workday at Johns River on Saturday, 

March 11. We will travel to Johns River on Friday, March 10, and stay at the camp in either a lodge 

room ($30 for the night) or a rustic cabin (no charge). The workday will begin at 9 am and end at 4 

pm. Breakfast and lunch will be provided. All ages are welcome as long as younger children have pa-

rental supervision. We will be doing a variety of work tasks to include carpentry, roofing, painting, 

landscaping, housekeeping, firewood and other maintenance work. If you are interested in participat-

ing, please contact Amy Murray at amyomurray@gmail.com or Chris Alberti at calberti@bellsouth.net. 

Whether Or Not You Are Going On The Mission Trip,  

Help With The Hurricane Matthew  

Disaster Recovery Workday    
By Amy Murray 

On Saturday, March 25, you are invited to join some of our mission trip participants who will be 

providing disaster relief from Hurricane Matthew for folks in Robeson County, NC. We will be travel-

ing to the town of Fairmont, which is 

south of Laurinburg. We will leave 

Cary about 6 am, work from 8 am to 

4 pm, and return to Cary around 6 

pm. We will help residents with con-

tinued cleanup of homes and proper-

ties on a project sponsored by the NC 

Conference of the United Methodist 

Church Disaster Recovery office. 

We hope to have a good contingent of 

GSUCC members and friends help 

with this worthwhile project. If you 
are interested in participating or want 

additional information, please contact 

Amy Murray at amyomurray@gmail.com or Chris Alberti at calberti@bellsouth.net. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:amyomurray@gmail.com
mailto:calberti@bellsouth.net
mailto:amyomurray@gmail.com
mailto:calberti@bellsouth.net
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 What to Bring  

BackPack Buddies 
BackPack Buddies provides children from food-insecure homes with healthy weekend 
meals during the school year. The children, selected by school principals, guidance counse-
lors, and supervisors of various after school programs, receive a backpack containing six 
balanced meals and two healthy snacks at the end of every week. We are invited to bring 
kid-friendly non-perishable food and leave it in the narthex.  Bettye Aggerup in our church 
volunteers with BackPack buddies.  She will deliver our contributions to the Inter-Faith 
Food Shuttle, which sponsors BackPack Buddies. 

Meats and Stews  Breakfast Items  Packaged Noodles  

Canned Vegetables and Fruit  100% Juice & Milk  Healthy Snacks  

              Do NOT bring:  

 Snacks such as Pop-tarts and cookies  

 Spam and vienna sausage  

 Soft-top applesauce, fruit, and Jello  

 Candy  

 Juice pouches  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 
Moderator: Lisa Mead 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Melinda Devenouges 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer, Leslie Cole & 
Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10 am — 2 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9 am — 12 pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

 

 

 

 

By Linda Velto 

It’s a known fact that folks at Good 

Shepherd like to sing and sing well. We 

also like to spend time together eating, 

drinking, and socializing.  

The Music Committee is partnering with 

Covenant Christian Church to do both of 

those things together at Beer and 

Hymns. You may have attended Beer 

and Hymns events at locations in Morris-

ville, Raleigh, or Durham. We are hoping 

to bring it to a nearby location in Cary. 

We’re busy choosing songs, creating 

song books, and rehearsing so we’ll be 

ready to go public when a site and date 

are confirmed.  

Beer and Hymns events are a great way 

to enjoy time with one another and 

make new friends in the community. We 

hope you’ll join us for singing, fellow-

ship, food, and a swig of your favorite 

beverage! Stay tuned for more info! 

Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

