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By Carla Gregg-Kearns  

Continuing Lent,  
Anticipating Easter 

 
We continue to prepare for Easter during the season of Lent with:  

 
Wednesday night dinner and series exploring formation and  
Transformation, March 2, 9, 16; 6:00pm at High House. 

 
Palm Sunday 
March 20; 10:30am Worship, beginning in the parking lot where we 
will receive Palms and process into the sanctuary. 
 
Maundy Thursday 
March 24, 6:30pm, at Covenant Christian we will share in dinner and 
an evening of reflection. 
 
Good Friday 
March 25, Covenant Christian will host Stations of the Cross from  
11:00am - 1:00pm and again from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm. 
 
Holy Saturday 
March 26 – Our intern Amy Burki and Jimmy Gibbs will be offering a 
meaningful time of prayer.  Look for more details to come. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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The 
Pastor’s Corner 

 

March 27 
7:30am  Early Easter Worship  Our Praise 

Team ushers in Easter morning at 
this early service that includes 
communion. Please bring in 
flowers to adorn the cross during 
worship for this service.  

 
8:30am Pancake Breakfast The breakfast 

includes world-famous pancakes, 
sausage, a wide variety of syrups, 
orange juice and coffee. Breakfast 
is served 8:30-9:30am.   

 
9:30am Easter Egg Hunt Sponsored by 

the Youth Group, children are en-
couraged to bring their own bas-
kets and to join in the fun of seek-
ing goodie-filled eggs which have 
been hidden around the church 
property.  
 
Easter Bonnet Parade and Con-
test.  Do you have a hobby or 
passion you’d like to express?  Put 
it on a bonnet, and compete for 
the highly coveted first, second 
and third place prizes, awarded by 
Youth Group judges.  The only rule 
is that the bonnet must be able to 
sit on your head for judging!  Be 
as outrageous and creative as you 
can.  
 

10:30am Easter Festival Service  A tradi-
tional worship service for all ages.  
Through favorite hymns, resurrec-
tion stories, lifting our prayers and 
sharing the Sacrament of Com-
munion, we will celebrate how 
Christ rose from the dead in Jeru-
salem, and look for the signs of his 
rising in the world around us. Bring 
your family, your neighbors, your 
friends! Please bring in flowers 
to adorn the cross during worship 
for this service.  

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Formed & Transformed 

 
 Spiritual formation is a process 
of being conformed to the image of 
Christ for the sake of others,” 
writes New Testament Professor 
Robert Mulholland, Jr. in this book, 
Invitation to a Journey: A Road 

Map for Spiritual Formation.  As we ponder the 
idea of formation and transformation during the 
seasons of Lent and Easter, his words invite us to 
consider how it is that God is forming us and to 
what purpose.  The invitation is addressed to us 
as individuals and to us a congregation.  When 
clay is cold and hard, it is difficult if not impossi-
ble to form.  It must be warmed to become plia-
ble when it can then be made into something 
useful and/or beautiful.  Where in our lives do we 
find places that are hard and cold and unwilling to 
be changed?   How might we bring warmth and 
suppleness that can yield to God?  And not just in 
our lives, but in the context of our church life?  In 
these days leading up to Easter may we be espe-
cially mindful of the ways God is forming us for 
God’s work here in Cary.  Indeed it is that very 
work that has the power to transform us, and the 
world.   

 This month, our church ministries are being 
asked to ponder the ways they have responded to 
our 2015-2016 Church vitality goals which are: 

1.    Continue to emphasize and develop 
faith formation for all ages 

(Children and Communion) 

2.    Evaluate staffing for current and fu-
ture ministry 

(Communion and Creative) 

3.    Explore with congregation and com-
munity what it means to be Open and Af-
firming and UCC  

(Covenant and Community)   

4.    Share space and activities with other 
faith communities 

(Cross-cultural and Community) 

5.    Engage congregation and community 
in social justice focus of caring for crea-
tion 

(Covenant and Community) 

 We set these goals not so we could put check 
marks by them, but to give purpose and clarity to 
how we wanted to move forward in this year.    

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

Covenant  connecting with each other 

 Growing Up in Faith with Mental Illness, a one day conference offered 
by Faith Connections on Mental Illness in conjunction with AHEC will be held 
on April 1, 2016, at the St. Thomas More Church in Chapel Hill.  
 
 The program runs from 9:00am until 4:30pm and features Gary Nelson, 
DMin. from West Virginia, speaking on Surviving the Storm of Teen Depres-
sion.  
 
 Others include Jack Naftel, MD, Understanding Mental Illness in Childhood 
and Adolescence, Youth M.O.V.E, a parent panel, speakers who talk about one 
church’s effort to raise mental health awareness, and other expert speakers.  
 
 Registration is open and is just $35 until March 14, or just $75 for profes-
sional credit.  
 
 Register online at www.wakeahec.org. Visit our website at faithconnectionsonmentalillness.org   

Faith Connections on Mental Illness 

An inter-faith coalition of faith communities dedicated to assisting faith communities in welcoming, including, supporting, educating,  

and advocating for individuals and families who are living with mental illness. 

Meeting at St. Thomas More  940 Carmichael St.  Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

 

 
 
 
 

 The editorial staff at the “Shepherd’s Voice”, 
our church newsletter, has gone through some 
changes over the past year by actually becom-
ing a staff! Having three editors has become a 
welcome change for myself as single editor and 
it has made the job much easier. Still, after four 
years as editor, I have decided to step down 
and focus on personal issues. This leaves an 
opening as the other two editors are not always 
available due to travel schedules. Please consid-
er being a part-time newsletter editor for Good 
Shepherd. The necessary software and training 
can be provided if you have basic computer 
skills (i.e.: you can use MS Word). If you think 
you might like to have some fun and try your 
hand at this endeavor you can contact Nan at: 

nanelson627@gmail.com,  
or one of the other editors, Kathy Boyer and 
Susie Oliver. I promise they are great ladies to 
work with! 

By Nan Nelson 

New restroom 
signage in  
Education  
building 

 
 

 
 As we continue to live into 
our Open and Affirming desig-
nation, you may notice the new 
signs on the two restrooms in the Christian Edu-
cation building.  The restroom signs, which in-
cludes an image of a toilet and the words "All 
Gender"  indicate that persons of any gender 
identity or ability are welcome to use the re-
stroom.  Additionally, it can also serve those par-
ents/caregivers whose children are a different 
gender than them as well as people with caregiv-
ers or personal attendants who are a different 
gender than them.  The ONA committee is plan-
ning conversations and education about how we 
can be sensitive to the challenges transgender 
people face and how we create a welcoming 
space for them.   
 

Submitted by Connie Holleman 

By Lindsey Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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http://faithconnectionsonmentalillness.org/
mailto:nanelson627@gmail.com
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By Gordon Welles 
Finances First 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Includes prior year pledge payments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you, 
Gordon Welles 
708-460-0428  treasurer@gsucc.org 
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes 
on the amount you have pledged for the year (up or down) please contact us: 

Gordon Welles (treasurer@gsucc.org). 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this 
report, please contact me. 

 
Thank You! 

 
Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time 

and talent 

Offering Status as of January 31, 2015: 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted 
Over 

Delta % (Under) 
Budget 

Pledges Received* $14,116.00 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2014      $10,683.17 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $24,799.17 $15,974.85 $8,824.32     55.2% 

Loose $1,264.00 $1,175.83 $88.17    7.5% 

Total for 2015 $26,063.17 $17,150.68 $8,912.49     52.0% 

   

 
Mortgage 

 
Rate 

 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest & Principal) 

 Additional  
Principal 
Payment 

 
 Balance 

 
Estimated 

Payoff Date  
 Capital 

Improvement 
 

 5.50% 
  

$1,214.12 
 

 $0.00 
  

$141,917.24 
  

1/31/2030 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  January 31, 2015* 

   YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) Budget % Difference 

Total Income: $27,695.11 $18,759.85 $8,935.26 47.6% 

Total Expenses: $19,303.10 $18,086.67 $1,216.43 6.7% 

Difference: $8,392.01       

     

*Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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By Sue Rice 
 

 In March, the Book Club 
will be reading “What She Left 
Behind”, by Ellen Marie Wise-
man.  Wiseman merges the 
past and present into a 
haunting 

story about the nature of 
love and loyalty—and the 
lengths we will go to protect 
those who need us most.  
 
 We will meet Tuesday, 
March 22, at 7pm, at High 
House, to discuss this in-
sightful and laugh-out–loud 
funny memoir. Please join 
us. 

Our March Birthdays 
 

4  Julia Shapiro 
10  Mike Carney 
12  John Cole 
12  Darrell Lee 
15  Nick Rice 
17  Lily Lee 
17  Grant Murray 
18  Katherine Graham 
  Hodgson 
19  Margo Buchanan 
19  Maia Palango 
20  Cassidy Lee 
21  Nan Alberti 
21  Chuk Gleason 
21  Nancy Akley Henderson 
24  Jon Scarantino 
29  James Lee 
29  Dan Edwards 

If you have a birthday in March and it is not 
listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and let us know. 

By Kathy Boyer 

By Linda Lahre 

  

 Who’s up for some Italian Cuisine? Join us 

for dinner at Romano’s Macaroni Grill on 

Maynard across from Cary High School on 

Thursday, March 10, at 6:30 pm.  We have a 

reservation for 20, so let Kathy Boyer know if 

you are coming in case we need to revise our 

numbers. Contact Kathy at nckathyb@aol.com.  

Easter Flowers 
 We will be ordering flowers to decorate the 

sanctuary for Easter Sunday, March 27.  Forms 

will be available to place your orders in honor 

of, or in memory of, special persons.  Stay 

tuned for announcements made before worship 

regarding the deadline for ordering and the cost 

per plant. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:nckathyb@aol.com
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

 The Caring for Creation and Garden 

Ministries is planning a garden work day this 

month on Saturday, March 12, from 9-1.  On 

the workday, we hope to move mulch and 

topsoil into the new garden beds from the 

parking lot and erect an 8-foot tall deer fence.  

We have high hopes to create a wonderful 

vegetable, herb and flower garden this year, 

and we can’t get it done without the help of the 

GSUCC family.  The majority of the harvest 

from the garden will be cleaned and delivered 

to the Dorcas Food Pantry.  Last year through 

our gardening efforts, we learned that there is a 

very high demand for fresh produce at the 

Dorcas food pantry. Through this effort, GSUCC 

will be helping to feed our very near neighbors.  

Last year we also learned that it is FUN to work 

in the garden together, so we hope you can join 

us for a day of good work, fellowship, and good 

fun.  Folks of all ages are welcome! 

By Jean Miller Lee 

New video to be unveiled 
before Easter! 

 
 
 The Outreach Committee is excited to let you 
know about a new video that we have purchased 
to be used on our website and Facebook in the 
weeks leading up to Easter.  The video is intend-
ed to share with the 
community about what 
we see as the heart of 
our congregation, based 
on the Micah scripture of 
“love kindness, do jus-
tice, and walk humbly 
with God.”  Be on the lookout for this opportuni-
ty to help us spread the word about why you 
love GSUCC! 

 

 February 13, 2016, was a day of celebration, 
thanksgiving, and tears of joy as the Cary Coali-
tion of Habitat for Humanity came together to 
dedicate a new home. Volunteers from the Cary 
Coalition, including several dedicated folks from 
Good Shepherd, built a home on Evans Road in 
partnership with 
Rachid Sedik and 
Fatima Elajouji. It 
is the first oppor-
tunity for Rachid 
and Fatima to own 
a house, and they 
look forward to 
turning it into a 
home with their 
two young children. Their 6-year-old daughter is 
especially excited about finally having her own 
bedroom, for which she got to choose the color: 
bubblegum pink. 

 Thank you to the many people from Good 
Shepherd who swung hammers, sealed wall 
seams, and painted interiors. The whole congre-
gation also played a role in the building of this 
house, as we provided significant financial sup-

port for the project. Our 2016 budget includes 
funding for another Habitat build with the Cary 
Coalition, which will happen late this year or ear-
ly in 2017. In the 
meantime, stay 
tuned for more in-
formation regard-
ing Good Shepherd 
participation in 
other home build-
ing projects in 
Wake County. 

By Lindsey Gregg-Kearns 

By Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Children  connecting with our future 

By Katherine Gleason 

Youth Group Update 
 We started February with a workday at Dor-

cas on February 6. We had an extremely suc-

cessful Souper Bowl Sunday collection on Febru-

ary 7 – over $430! Thanks to everyone in the 

congregation for their generosity; the Dorcas 

Food Bank will be able to put our donation to 

good use. On Sunday, February 21, we met to 

finalize our plans for our spaghetti dinner fund-

raiser on Saturday, February 27, at 6 pm. 

 

 March is a busy month for the Youth. All the 

Youth Group members are encouraged to come 

help with the garden workday on Saturday, 

March 12, starting at 9 am. We will meet after 

church on Palm Sunday, March 20, to stuff East-

er eggs with candy in preparation for Easter. 

And of course, the Youth will be extra busy on 

Easter Sunday: helping with the pancake break-

fast, hiding eggs for the egg hunt, and judging 

the bonnet contest (a highly competitive event 

for all ages). 

Easter Candy Collection 

 The Youth Group needs candy to put inside 

the Easter eggs for our annual egg hunt! Please 

bring bags of small, individually wrapped candy 

to church by Palm Sunday (March 20). There 

will be a basket in the narthex to put the candy 

in. All types of individually wrapped candy wel-

come, but please no plastic eggs (we literally 

have hundreds)! 

See ad on the following page to give to friends or neighbors  

who may be interested in our child care opening. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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PART-TIME CHURCH CHILDCARE POSITION 

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 
 

 

Open minded progressive church in central Cary is seeking a Childcare Worker 
for ages 0-6 years.  This position mostly works on Sunday from 10-12, with a 
few special events throughout the year.  

 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ (www.gsucc.org) is a smaller church, 
with a diverse membership.  We abide by the following statements: 

 A diverse family of faith deeply committed to seeking and learning together 

 A church that strives to embody God’s unconditional love and acceptance 

 A congregation with vibrant worship and active service in the community 

 A community that welcomes diverse people regardless of age, ethnic herit-
age, family status, sexual orientation, politics, income, or style of clothing. 

 

Applicants must pass criminal background check and be able to commit to 
working every week, with up to 6 days off a year. Pay is $12.50 per hour and 
minimum age for consideration is 15. 

 

Please submit resume or work history related to childcare and explain why you 
are interested in this position via email to Lisa Mead at 
gsucc.childcare.position@gmail.com. 

 

Please do not reply to this post if seen online, direct contact to the email above 
only. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.gsucc.org/
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 

Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Ministerial Intern: Amy Burki 

Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 

Moderator: Lisa Mead 

Secretary: Robin Miller 

Pianist: Linda Velto 

Choir Director: Carla Gleason 

Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 

Custodian: Melinda Devenouges  

Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer, Nanette Nelson & 

Susie Oliver 

 

Office Hours: 

Senior Pastor: W 10am — 2pm 

Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9am — 12pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

By Linda Velto One Great Hour of Sharing 
 The 2016 One Great Hour of Sharing special 
offering places an extra emphasis on aid to refu-
gees with the theme, “Go the Extra Mile.” In a 
world where communities are being displaced by 
war, famine, and natural disasters, the Church is 
called to reclaim the spiritual discipline of soli-
darity. Christians are called to live out what the-
ologian Roberto Goizueta calls “a theology of ac-
companiment.” We are summoned to walk in 
solidarity with those who have been displaced as 
they move toward the promise of healing and 
peace. 

 The theme of accompaniment is found 
throughout Scripture. Naomi and Ruth found 
themselves as refugees after the deaths of their 
husbands, leaving them destitute. Ruth chose to 
walk with Naomi, pursuing a livelihood for both 
of them. God was present with Hagar in the de-
sert and called her to stay near her son Ishmael. 
In Romans, Paul calls upon Christians to “rejoice 
with those who rejoice and weep with those who 
weep.” 

 Through the One Great Hour of Sharing offer-
ing, the UCC works with ecumenical partners in 
138 countries to provide sources of clean water 
and food, education and health care, emergency 
relief, and advocacy and resettlement for refu-
gees. Good Shepherd will receive the OGHS of-
fering on March 16.  Through this offering, we, 
as part of the Body of Christ, have the oppor-
tunity to show our solidarity with those who 
have been pushed from their homes. In our giv-
ing, we will weep with those who weep and walk 
with them toward a time of rejoicing.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
http://vols.pt/vZpRif

