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Fund Raising Campaign for Solar Panels 

By the Caring for Creation Team 

 The Caring for Creation team is excited to announce the campaign, 
“Electrifying God’s Light,” to raise at least $17,500 to install solar panels on 
the church roof.  
 
 The 2016 budget already includes $5,000 toward this installation, and 
the Church Council enthusiastically approved our campaign to raise addi-
tional funds.  
 
 During May the team will set up a GoFundMe.com account to raise 
funds from outside the church.  We will list our project on the web pages of 
GSUCC and Community UCC in Raleigh.  
 
 Plans are to begin our installation with an array of 20 solar panels, which 
cost approximately $1000 each.  Because the church roof would accommo-
date as many as 150 panels, more panels could be installed if additional 
funds are contributed. 

 
 Twenty panels, as proposed by Yes! Solar, would generate approximate-
ly 9000 kWh of electricity annually. About 17% of GSUCC’s electrical use 
would be offset, and approximately $850 saved annually.  The array would 
also offset 3.2 tons of coal and 9 tons of CO2 annually.  

 
 Installing the solar array will provide evidence that we as a faith com-
munity are taking action NOW to move the world in the right direction. 
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Children  connecting with our future 

Everyone will see that we, at Good Shepherd UCC, truly “care for creation” and are stewards of God’s 
resources. 

 
 At the congregational meeting on June 5, further details of the project will be explained. During 
June, July and August the fundraising effort will be in full force. The fundraiser will close by 
September 1.  Installation of the panels will begin in the fall. 

 
 We invite everyone at Good Shepherd UCC to become as passionate as we are about making posi-
tive changes to affect our climate. 

CATCH THE WAVE OF  

GOD'S AMAZING LOVE AT  

VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL'S 

 
 

 
 

 
When:  June 14- June 18 
 
Time: Tuesday - Friday - 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 Saturday - 10 a.m. to 12:30  

(Lunch for ALL children and families at noon) 
 
Place: Covenant Christian Church 
 2911 SW Cary Parkway 

 We are all excited about our annual VBS with 
Covenant Christian Church.  Children from age 3 
(potty trained) through 5th grade are invited to 
attend.  Please mark your calendars!  Registra-
tion will start in May.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Cindi Bristol-Kerr at  

cindiandkevin@gmail.com. 

By Cindi Bristol-Kerr 

 

 

 Easter Sunday was the big event leading into 

April – the youth had their work cut out for them 

between making breakfast, hiding eggs, and 

judging an amazing selection of bonnets! The 

bonnets this year were incredible, with several 

contestants offering “tokens of appreciation” to 

the judges. Lilly Hall won the kids’ division. 

Randy Murray, with a bonnet featuring lights and 

goodies for the judges, took first place in the 

adult division, and Pastor Carla Gregg-Kearns 

took second place with her colorful creation. 

Thanks to everyone for participating! April was a 

chance for the youth to relax after the intensity 

of March. We met after church at High House on 

April 17. 

 In May, the Youth Group will return to the Dor-

cas Shop to volunteer on Saturday, May 7, from 

11 am to 2 pm. We will have a meeting after 

By Katherine Gleason 

Special Thank You to 

Steven Boyer  
 

By Debra Buchanan 

 
 At GSUCC, we have been greatly blessed with 
wonderful nursery and childcare staff members. 
Steven Boyer was an integral part of our child-
care team, well loved by the GSUCC community 

and especially adored by the children who raced 
to join him in the childcare room every Sunday. 
After three years of service, Steven is now ready 
to move on to pursue other aspects of his career. 
Steven’s last day in the nursery was Sunday, 
April 24. He will return as a visitor on Sunday, 
May 1, for Teacher Recognition Sunday. From the 
Christian Education Ministry, parents, and chil-
dren, we wish to say THANK YOU Steven! We 
wish you the very best in the future! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Communion  connecting with God 

Caring for Creation 2012 – 2016:  
Dreams Become Reality 

 
By Jean Miller-Lee and Charlotte Speltz 

 
In late April 2012, we drove together to par-

ticipate in a weekend workshop with Matthew 
Fox on “ECO-SPIRITUALITY.”  His awe-inspiring 
presentation moved us to make plans for begin-
ning a small group.  During the summer Jean be-
gan meeting with several people who also felt 
passionate about our stewardship of God’s crea-
tion.  They named the group “Caring for Crea-
tion,” and became a subcommittee of Social Min-

istries. 
 
In Fall 2012, the group adopted this mission 

statement: “Our mission is to help foster awe 
and appreciation for God’s beautiful Creation and 
develop an understanding of our interdependence 
with Creation.  We want to inform and educate 
ourselves, our congregation, and our communi-
ties about threats to Creation and find ways to 
help mitigate those threats.  We want to develop 
good practices that will help us become good 
stewards of Creation and work for her renewal.  
Yes, we are our “Mother’s Keeper!” 

 
In June 2013, Jean conducted a workshop, 

“Caring for Creation: One Church’s Experience” 
for the General Synod meeting in California. She 
emphasized how God is calling all of us at Good 
Shepherd UCC to work for the care and renewal 
of Creation. 

 
The group has taken seriously, its responsibil-

church at High House on Sunday, May 15. (For 

those wondering about the annual youth-led ser-

vice, it will happen in conjunction with Confirma-

tion Sunday on June 5, not on Mother’s Day.) 

 By Debra Buchanan 

 
 Calling all rising 3rd graders (currently 2nd 
graders), graduating high school seniors, and 
graduating college students! Christian Education 
would like to honor your academic achievements 
during Student Recognition Day on Sunday, June 
5. If you know anyone who falls under one of the 
above categories please email Debra Buchanan 
(debra.buchanan@gmail.com) as soon as possi-
ble. It is very important that no one is over-
looked for this important recognition ceremony! 
Thank you! 

 By Debra Buchanan 

 
 Christian Education would like to thank all the 
adult and youth members who have made this 
year's education programming a great success. 
We plan to honor these members during Chil-
dren's Time on Sunday, May 1. If you have as-
sisted Christian Education in any way this year 
(facilitated the Intergenerational Class, taught or 
helped with Sunday School and/or VBS, volun-
teered in the nursery, assisted with Children's 
Music, assisted with youth group, etc.), please 
plan to attend worship service on May 1! We 
want to give you our official Christian Education 
“thank you!” Please contact Debra Buchanan 
(debra.buchanan@gmail.com) with questions. 

Children’s Chorale—May 1 
 By Chris Alberti 

 Children in Sunday School have been learning 
songs twice monthly. A Children’s Chorale will be 
presented during worship on Sunday, May 1. A 

final rehearsal will be held on Sunday, May 1, at 
9:45 AM in the sanctuary. Thanks to our young 
singers, teachers, helpers, and for all the parental 
support! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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What is stewardship?   

Stewardship is more than giving money or meet-

ing the church budget. 

Stewardship is defined in the dictionary as “the 

responsible overseeing and protection of some-

thing considered worth caring for and preserv-

ing.” 

Stewardship is about our accountability to God 

for what we do and what has been entrusted to 

us. 

Stewardship is a grateful awareness that all we 

have and all we are comes freely from God. 

Stewardship is a reflection of where our values 

lie. 

Stewardship is about creation, gifts, talents, 

money, and time. 

Stewardship is a way of life, of accountability and 

responsibility acknowledging God as Creator and 

Giver of all. 

Stewardship is a path to holiness. It makes us 

more like Christ who came not to be served, but 

to serve.  

By Brenda Van Lunen 

ity to educate our church family about global 
warming, climate change, fracking, food and 
water issues, wind and solar power, and divest-
ing from funds which support fossil fuel indus-
tries.  Newsletter articles, Wake Up Wednesday 
gatherings, and all-church meetings have 
provided information.  Members endorsed specif-
ic “green” organizations they already support 
and wrote letters to legislators. Lenten Commit-
ment cards with  ideas for children  and individu-
als  were distributed. Our Sunday speaker on 
“NC Water Quality” generated much discussion. 
On-going projects include the “Adopt A Green-
way” for clean-up, and organizing what we antic-
ipate will be a biannual celebration of “Earth 
Sabbath” worship services.   

 
In 2014, a vegetable garden area was estab-

lished, but deer became a serious problem that 
continued into the 2015 season.  Money was 
budgeted for a fence in 2016.  In March a work 
day was devoted to enlarging the garden, build-
ing the fence, and preparing for planting. Adults 
and children are invited to volunteer to weed, 
water and harvest the vegetables. They will be 
given to the Dorcas Ministries food pantry, 
providing fresh, wholesome food to many who 
cannot afford it. 

By 2014, the group had begun investigating 
costs associated with installing solar panels on 
the church. In the 2016 budget, $5,000 was set 
aside for solar panels.  The group is now launch-
ing a fundraising project to generate money to 
cover a larger array.  In the four years since the 
group began, many ideas which seemed like only 
dreams at the time have truly become realities. 
We are proud that caring for creation is a major 
objective to Good Shepherd UCC. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Euphoria                By Sue Rice 

 
 In May, the Book Club will be 

reading Euphoria by Lily King. It is 

a novel loosely based on the life of 

anthropologist 

Margaret Mead that is, according 

to Amazon.com, both romantic 

and intelligent.   

We will meet Tuesday, May 24, 

at 7pm, at High House.  Please 

join our discussion. 

The 
Pastor’s Corner 

Covenant  connecting with each other 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

JUNE 5, 2016 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to express my profound gratitude to all 

who have been a part of my ongoing recuperation 

from two spinal surgeries.  I have been so blessed by 

all the prayers, cards, meals, visits and phone calls 

inquiring about my well-being.  God’s Grace is 

surely alive at GSUCC!!! 

Kathy Uebel 

Each Sunday in May, we will hear briefly from 
our seven core ministries who will share with us 
about their work and how we can partici-
pate.  On May 1, we will hear from our Deacon 
Ministry and Music; May 8, Christian Education 
and Property Ministries; May 15, Social and 
Stewardship Ministries; and May 22, Fellowship 
and Outreach Ministries.  

 
 On Sunday May 29, we will have our 
5th Sunday intergenerational worship followed by 
a potluck and heritage event where we will re-
member and celebrate the history of Good Shep-
herd.  It is new folks and familiar faces, our his-
tory and our dreams, what we do when we gath-
er and what we do when we scatter that make 
up what it means to be Good Shepherd United 
Church of Christ.  Be sure to join us on Sundays 
in the month of May as we celebrate our church 
identity! 

Ministry May 
By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

                                                       By Kathy Boyer 

 Join us on Sunday, 
May 29, after worship 
for a 5th Sunday Pot-
luck.   

 Bring a dish or two 
to share as we discuss 
our GSUCC heritage.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE MEMBER:  

KAREN SMITH 

 Karen Smith describes herself as a 
“seeker,” and spent most of her twenties 
studying and investigating different reli-
gions and places of worship. She was raised 
in a non-denominational Christian cult that 
turned her off to organized religion for 
many years.  When her thirties came  
around, she  started working on focused 
study and prayer that led her to realize and 
accept her calling to 
Christ. When her daugh-
ter Ella was born she be-
came motivated about 
“church hunting.” She 
says, “GSUCC just spoke 
to me. I loved the wel-
coming and inclusive 
message, and appreciated 
the Christ-based focus 
combined with the ac-
cepting and positive at-
mosphere.” 
 
 Karen  was  born in 
Buffalo, New York, has 
quite a bit of  family in 
upstate Pennsylvania, and 
has lived in North Caroli-
na and Virginia for the 
majority of her life. She’s 
been in the Raleigh area 
since 2008.  She went to college at UNC-
Greensboro, and feels like a Carolina girl no 
matter where she goes!   
 
 Karen has worked as an animal trainer 
for 17 years. Her primary focus is working 
with dogs and their owners through her 
company, All Dogs Allowed, which has its 
primary training facility in Cary. While she 
specializes in canine behavior and commu-
nication, and works with a lot of aggres-
sion, fear, and anxiety in household dogs, 
she has also worked  with  chimpanzees, 
lemurs, tigers, sharks, snakes, birds of 

every kind, wallabies, tortoises, and howler 
monkeys.  She has a green cheeked conure, 
who is named for her grandmother, 
Madelon.  
 
 Karen has a beautiful two-year old 
daughter, Ella, who loves singing, dancing, 
music, and every animal she meets.  She is 
easy to bring a smile to the faces of those 

around her.  Ella has hip 
dysplasia, and has been in 
physical therapy off and 
on since she was 14 
months. When she’s not 
running after Ella or dogs, 
Karen is a music nut, a 
book worm, and an out-
door enthusiast, especially 
stand up paddle boarding.     
 
 Karen looks forward to 
getting involved with the 
refugee and gardening 
committees in the future 
at GSUCC.  We are de-
lighted to have both Karen 
and Ella in our midst at 
GSUCC! 
 

By Lindsey Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Our May 
Birthdays 

 
 
1  Dave Stonefield  
6  Matt Boyer 
9  Carla Gleason  
18  Yvonne Riddick  
19  Perla Prodoehl 
22  Ellyn (Bedi) Leonard 
27  Randy Murray  
28  Brenda Van Lunen 
30  Chris Eilers 
31  Gail Stonefield 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, May 14 

Toasts and Tunes Concert 
 Let's go to the Toasts and Tunes Concert to 

be held at Cloer Family Vineyards, 8624 Castle-

berry Road, Apex, from 2-4:00 pm on Saturday, 

May 14. We will meet at the church at 1:15 pm, 

for carpooling. 

 Come enjoy an afternoon of music in the 

vineyard with the Jon Ashley Band at the Cloer 

Family Vineyards. All you need is a lawn chair 

and/or a picnic lunch. Wine will be sold by the 

glass and by the bottle. No outside alcohol is 

permitted on the property. The Jon Ashley Band 

plays a mix of music from the 60's to today, 

with styles ranging from pop/rock to country. 

Sample artists include: Billy Joel, Coldplay, Zach 

Brown, the Eagles, Jim Croce, Darius Rucker, 

and many more. If it is raining, please call the 

winery at (919) 387-5760 to see if this event 

will be held. 

If you have a birthday in 
May and it is not listed, 
please call (919) 481-1441 
and let us know. 

Fall Women’s 

Retreat  
 

 

 A reservation was made months ago for a 
weekend at Blowing Rock for our 2016 Women’s 
Retreat.  We accepted deposits of $35 for the 
weekend of Friday, October 7, through Sunday 
morning, October 9, 2016. The total cost for the 
retreat, including meals will be $160 per person.  

 While we set a cut-off date to assure we would 
get enough deposits to set the date, we realize 
that we still have eight openings and there are 
many new members who might like the oppor-
tunity to join the women of GSUCC for a  fun, 
relaxing and spiritual weekend in the mountains 
of North Carolina.  

 If you would like to attend the retreat at Blow-
ing Rock Conference Center see Nan Nelson or 
Kathy Boyer with your $35 deposit or speak with 
us if you have a financial need. First come, first 
taken. 

By Nan Nelson 

By Lisa Mead 

 Join us on Monday, May 23, at 6:30 PM, for 

dinner in the church sanctuary as we explore  

“The World of Tofu”  with  Mary Leong.  Mary 

will provide tofu choices in several forms; dried, 

fried, soft and firm, as well as other Chinese 

menu items.  We are asking for $10.00 each to 

help cover costs. 

 A sign-up sheet will be 
located in the narthex, or 
you may email Mary with 
your RSVP at:  

mlleong5@gmail.com. 

By Mary Leong 

http://www.gsucc.org/
tel:%28919%29%20387-5760
mailto:mlleong5@gmail.com
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by Gordon Welles 
 

 
Finances First                         
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything  provided  in  this  report, please 
contact me. 
 
 
Gordon Welles      
708-460-0428  
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down) please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.5% $1,214.12 $0.00 $140,787.33 1/31/2030 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  March 31, 2016** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $65,350.58 $55,177.04 $10,233.54 18.6% 
Total Expenses $54,917.06 $54,259.50         $657.56           1.2% 
Difference $10,433.52       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

Offering Status as of March 31, 2016 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $45,209.54 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2015       $10,683.17 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $55,892.71 $47,924.55     $7,968.16     16.6% 

Loose $5,084.55 $3,527.49 $1,557.06 
      

44.1% 

Total for 2016 $60,977.26 $51,452.04    $9,525.22     18.5% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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By Kathy Uebel 
 

 Dorcas Ministries is known as a “Christian 
Community in Action.”  In 2015, Dorcas served 
over 13,000 people in need in western Wake 
County.  At GSUCC , Dorcas support is encour-
aged by the Social Ministries Ministry.  Through 
several ways of serving, it is indeed a blessing to 
many.   
 
 The Thrift Shop sells everything at greatly re-
duced prices from clothes (including jewelry & 
shoes), to small appliances, furniture, holiday 
decorations, artificial floral decorations, craft 
supplies and books.  Customers are from several 
nationalities and religions.  Donations to and 
purchases from the Thrift Shop provide a sub-
stantial portion of Dorcas’ revenue to help those 
in need. 
 
 The Food Pantry is not unlike a grocery store.  
Qualified clients may choose a variety of prod-
ucts, including donations left in the basket in our 
narthex for the toilet paper shelf and produce 
from GSUCC’s garden! 
 
 The Dorcas Crisis Ministry exists to serve local 
residents who find themselves in a temporary 

financial crisis.  Assistance may be given with 
past-due bills such as utilities, prescription medi-
cine, or housing expenses.  A counseling service 
offers private and group sessions to teach clients 
how to improve their living situations.  Dorcas 
also offers services related to job training, educa-
tional expenses and child care.   
 
 All this is possible with help from a regular 
staff and numerous volunteers from many 
churches, who give whatever time they can to 
take in, sort, price, stock shelves in the Thrift 
Shop or assist with other ministries.  Volunteers 
donate as little as two hours to part of several 
days each week to keep Dorcas running and to be 
a blessing to those in need. 
 
 If you would like to learn more about Dorcas, 
or are interested in volunteering, feel free to 
speak to any of the volunteers from GSUCC in-
cluding:  Barb Eilers, Thelma Faulk, Nancy Hen-
dersen, Carmen Johnson, Susie Oliver, Janet 
Sniffin, or Kathy Uebel  and members of the 
Youth Group. 
 
In addition, you can support Dorcas by contrib-
uting items to the Thrift Shop or taking ad-
vantage of the wonderful bargains through shop-
ping there.   
  

Community  connecting beyond our walls 

David and Perla Prodoehl invite you to a  
Service of Remembrance  

for their son Alexander Prodoehl (July 20, 2015)  
May 21, 2016, at 3:00pm 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
 A reception will follow 

 They ask that those in attendance bring with them a few scoops of 
soil from a place that holds significance for them.  You may bring 
the soil in a small plastic bag and it will be used to plant a tree in 

memory of Alexander near their home.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

 In March we gathered the offering for One  Great  Hour of Sharing, a special offering of the UCC 

which supports disaster ministries around the globe. The focus of this year’s offering is refugee reset-

tlement. The members and friends of Good Shepherd collected over $2000, a  record-setting total! In 

a world of many needs, thank you for your incredible generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 On Pentecost Sunday, May 15, we will celebrate the birthday of the church 
and gather the Strengthen the Church offering, another of the UCC special 
mission offerings. Your generosity will plant new churches, spark new ideas in 
existing churches, and develop the spiritual life of our youth and young adults. 
Good Shepherd was a beneficiary of Strengthen the Church funds in our early 
days. Because of your offering, many more will hear the good news that “God 
is Still Speaking.” 

By Linda Velto 

General Minister and  
President Comes to NC 

  
 
 
 On April 23, UCC President and General Minis-
ter Rev. John Dorhauer visited the Triangle and 
presented a workshop on the work of racial jus-
tice.  He led with the phrase, “"The Holy Spirit 
envisions a future in which the United Church of 
Christ matters,” which has become one of his 
hallmark statements.  That future includes one in 
which the sacred conversations on race, that be-
gan several years ago, take on new direc-
tion.  Rev. Dorhaurer shared, with 200 gathered 
members of the Southern Conference, his own 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

story of learning to see through 
the lens of race and invited us 
to do the same.   
 
In the fall, a curriculum dedicat-
ed to illuminating and disman-
tling white privilege, will be 
available to all UCC church-
es.  Be on the look out for ways 
our church will be a part of this 
important work. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Ministerial Intern: Amy Burki 
Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 
Moderator: Lisa Mead 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Melinda Devenouges 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer, Leslie Cole & 
Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10 am — 2 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9 am — 12 pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

Welcome Home Project: 
 

Help Us Furnish an Apartment  

for a Refugee Family 

  

 As the plight of refugees, particularly from 
Syria, came to our attention in the fall, a group 
of a dozen folks from Good Shepherd began to 
gather as a team and plan for a way to assist 
refugees.  We would now like to share with the 
congregation an opportunity to furnish an apart-
ment for a family of four through the “Welcome 
Home” project of the U.S. Committee for Refu-
gees and Immigrants (USCRI)  which  has  an 
office in Raleigh.  In 2015, USCRI resettled 294 
refugees in the Triangle from the countries of 

Iraq, Afghanistan, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Burma/Myanmar, Cuba, Ethiopia, and Eritrea.  
They are on track to do the same again this 
year, with  their busiest  season coming this 
summer.  Here’s what we can do to help: 

 Sign up at the link at the end of this article for 
items that you have to donate.  Items may be 
used but need to be good quality.  Then, keep 
those items until the appointed date.  Our goal is 
to have everything collected by June 1. The 
week before a family is to arrive, the agency will 
give us the keys to the apartment and we will 

move the furniture and household  items in that 
week.  We will need volunteers with trucks on 
moving day.  If you have questions, please con-
tact Amy Murray or JiJi Maribi.  

Welcome Home Project Sign-up 

By JiJi Maribi 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
http://vols.pt/vZpRif
file:///C:/Users/nckat/Downloads/refugees.org
file:///C:/Users/nckat/Downloads/refugees.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084baaaa2a1-welcome

