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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road, Cary, NC 27513 

Intergenerational Sunday Study with Child Care: 9 am  
Sunday Morning Worship and Child Care: 10:30 am  

Sunday School Classes for Children Age 3–Grade 5: 10:45 am  
Wednesday Choir Rehearsal: 7:30 pm 

 

 By Kathy Boyer 

If you are unable to go out of 
town to be with family, or even 
if your family is coming in town 
to be with you, please join us at 
our Thanksgiving Potluck Feast. 
Last minute changes in plans 
are also welcome; no previous 
reservations needed. 
 
Bring a favorite dish or two 
from your traditional Thanks-
giving meal, or any dish that 
means “Thanksgiving” to you.  
Meet us at church at 1:00 pm 
on Thursday, November 26.  
We’ll plan to eat about 1:30 pm 
after everyone has arrived. 
 
A sign-up sheet will be available 
in the Narthex, just so we have 
an idea of how many people are 
interested.  If you know what you will bring, you may list that also so that 
others can decide what may be missing that they would like to contribute.   
 
We’ve also invited Covenant Christian to join us this year. The more the 
merrier! 
 
For more information, contact Kathy Boyer at 919-460-8146 or              
nckathyb@gmail.com. 
 
  

Please join us for our 

Annual Thanksgiving 

Potluck Feast 

 

Day: Thursday, November 26 

Time: Gather 1:00 pm  

Blessing and Feast 1:30 pm   

Place: GSUCC Sanctuary 

Attire: Elastic waistbands 

Cross-Cultural   

Women’s Fellowship  P. 13 

Yohanis 

Creation Corner 

  P. 13 

  P. 13 
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                           By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
 

Join the community of Good Shepherd UCC as we “prepare the way of the Lord.” During the season of 
Advent, the weeks of preparation leading up to Christmas, we will take time to hope, wonder, listen, 
reflect and rejoice as a community.  We will prepare ourselves for Christ to be born anew as we hear 
the prophets, light the Advent wreath, and share in joyful celebration and quiet contemplation.  Mark 
your calendar and join us! 
 
 
Saturday, November 28, 9:00 am – Hanging of the Greens 

Join with the folks of Good Shepherd as we adorn the sanctuary with the Christmas tree, 
greenery, crèche, and other the symbols of the season. 

 

Sunday, November 29, 10:30 am – Advent Intergenerational Worship and Toy Collection 
At our first Advent worship the children will help us complete the Hanging of the Greens and 
we are all invited to bring a new, unwrapped toy for the Christmas Store.   

 

Sunday, December 6, 10:30 am – Advent Worship, Toy Collection and Congregational   
Meeting 

Join us for the second Sunday of Advent in worship and stay for the congregational meeting to 
vote on the 2016 mission spending plan.  This is the last Sunday to bring a toy for the Christ-
mas Store. 

 

Sunday, December 6, 4:00 pm – Caroling with Covenant Christian 
Folks from both churches will meet at the sanctuary to then disperse for caroling and re-gather 
for a chili supper. 

 

Tuesday, December 8, 7:00 pm – A Reflective Advent Worship 
Along with Covenant Christian, we will hold a quiet and reflective service in our sanctuary for 
those who wish to center themselves in peace and hope as we prepare for Christmas.  Child-
care provided. 
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Prepare the Way: Advent and Christmas at Good Shepherd UCC (Continued) 

 

Thursday, December 10, 7:00 pm – Women’s Fellowship Christmas Party 
Bring a new pair of children’s PJs for the Pajama Program, an ornament to exchange and cook-
ies or refreshment to share as the women of Good Shepherd celebrate the season.  Held in the 
sanctuary. 
 

Saturday, December 12, 1:00 pm – Cary Christmas Parade 
 Join us as part of our float in the Cary Christmas Parade! 
 
Sunday, December 13, 10:30 am – Advent Worship and Cantata 

Our third Sunday of Advent worship will include special, seasonal music by the choir. 
 
Sunday, December 13, 12:00 pm – Youth Group 
 Youth are invited to join in lunch and baking cookies to be shared in the community.  
 
Tuesday, December 15, 10:00 am-noon – Office Open House 
 Join Robin Miller and Pastor Carla for a time of festive refreshments and fellowship at High 

House. 
 
Friday, December 18, 6:00 pm-until sunrise – Youth Lock-In 

The youth enjoy an evening of holiday activities and end with a with pancake breakfast in the 
morning!  

 
Saturday, December 19, 9:00 am – Children and Youth Pageant Practice 

Youth and children begin at 9:00am, younger children may arrive at 10:30am.  Parts are avail-
able for ages 3 and up and we look forward to many participants. 

 
Sunday, December 20, 10:30 am – Advent Worship and Pageant 

On the fourth Sunday of Advent we recall the story of Christmas with a pageant called “The 
Visitors” offered by the children and youth.   

 
Wednesday, December 24, 7:00 pm – Christmas Eve Service 

An evening of lessons and carols, candle lighting and the Christmas Fund offering mark this 
special night.  All ages are welcome! 

 
Sunday, December 27, 10:30 am – First Sunday in Christmas 

On the first Sunday of the Christmas season we will share in scripture, poems, and songs of 
the season.  
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By Nan Nelson 
 

OK ladies, it’s November and the holidays are 
right around the corner! Yes, you’re thinking 
about all the gifts you need to buy for everyone 
else, but what are you giving yourself? Why not 
join the women of GSUCC (and bring a friend) 
on November 14 when we have planned a one-
day retreat to collect our thoughts and center 
ourselves for the holidays and New Year ahead.  

 
Our theme is titled “Sabbath, Sanctuary & Self-
Care” and will take place at New Hope Camp and 
Conference Center in Chapel Hill. We will begin 
at 9 am with coffee and light refreshments and 
conclude at 4:30 pm.  

 
The fee for the day is $10 per participant, which 
includes use of the facilities, program materials, 
paper goods, etc. As lunch is not included, we 
are requesting participants to sign-up for a 
“potluck” luncheon.  

 
The sign-up sheet is in the church narthex or 
you can call Nan Nelson at 708-288-1398. For 
payment please see Nan Nelson or Carla 
Gleason. They will be accepting checks made out 
to GSUCC with Women’s Retreat in the memo 
line. If you cannot afford the fee please speak to 
them as well and arrangements can be made. 

Covenant  connecting with each other 

                                             By Dave Stonefield 
 

Over the past several years we have been work-
ing to upgrade the High House building to meet 
the requirements for an office.  In the process, 
we also discovered that the High House property 
was not zoned for office use. An additional zon-
ing issue arose when the Aspen Center attempt-
ed to obtain permits to operate a school in our 
education building.  The requirements have 
changed since we last had a preschool and now 
schools in churches must obtain a special permit 
or the property must be rezoned.   

 
Recently, with the assistance of attorney Isabel 
Mattox and planning consultant Glenda Toppe, 
we have had several meetings with the Town of 
Cary Planning Department about these is-
sues.  It has been determined that the best way 
to move forward is to rezone both the High 
House and Maynard Road property to Mixed Use 
(MXD).  The process has begun by enlisting the 
engineering services of Bass, Nixon and Kenne-
dy to draw up a preliminary site plan that will be 
presented to the Cary Town Council, hopefully in 
December.  The entire process generally lasts 
six months so we hope to have our new zoning 
completed by June.  

  
While Mixed Use zoning is the best option for 
our current and future needs, there are consid-
erable costs associated (legal, engineering, 
Town fees, etc.).  Thus far the expenses have 
been covered by money from the Elise Williams 
Fund that the congregation approved for such 
use.  As additional costs become clear, we will 
be in communication with the congregation 
about ways to cover the expenses.   

 
If you have any questions about the process 
please see Dave Stonefield or Dave Sniffin.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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                                                   By Barb Eilers  

The hanging of the greens is an important start to Advent at GSUCC.  Join in the laughter and the fun 
as we turn our sanctuary into a beautiful reflection of the season.  There will be fluffing of bows, 
climbing ladders to hang the greens, decorating the tree, setting up the creche and bringing out the 
Advent wreath.   

Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 28, at 9 am!   Plan to bring the whole family to join in 
our creation of a beautiful place for worship and memories to last a lifetime.   

                                                                                                       By Kathy Boyer 

Are you tired of turkey yet?  Still have a lot of leftovers, but tired of eating them?  Repurpose them 
into a casserole!! 

Join us on Sunday, November 29, after worship for a 5th Sunday Potluck.  Bring a dish or two to share 
as we begin the Christmas season with fellowship and food.   

                                                                  By Linda Lahre 
It’s almost that time again – time to order poinsettias to be used to decorate the sanctuary on Sun-
day, December 20, the Christmas Eve service, and Sunday, December 27.   

Forms for ordering the “Christmas Flowers” will be in the bulletins on           
November 22, November 29 and December 6.  As always, flowers may be 
given in honor or in memory of special persons.  Perhaps a “remembrance” 
gift for someone who is hard to buy for would be appropriate.  We will be 
glad to send a card to the honoree.  A space for addresses will be included 
on the form. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Sue Rice 
 

The book club will meet 
at 7 pm on Tuesday, 
November 24, at High 
House to discuss Neces-
sary Lies by Diane 
Chamberlain.  Set in 
rural Grace County, 
North Carolina, in a 
time of state-mandated 
sterilizations and racial 

tension, Necessary Lies tells the story of two 
young women, seemingly worlds apart, but 
both haunted by tragedy. They are thrown to-
gether and must ask themselves: how can you 
know what you believe is right, when everyone 
is telling you it’s wrong?   
 
Please join us as we explore this fascinating 
and troubling story. 

                    By Dave Sniffin 
 

Please save the date Saturday, November 14, 
and join us for our second fall all-church work-
day. We will work from 9 am until 4 pm with a 
break for lunch.  Please feel free to attend for 
as much or as little as you are able—all help is 
welcome and appreciated.  
 
Please also note that since there is a conflicting 
event for some of those who frequently prepare 
our workday lunches, you will need to bring 
your own lunch this time (or we'll have the op-
tion to either pick up lunch or have food deliv-
ered depending on the group's preferences).  
 
The specific tasks are to be determined but the 
focus will be on getting our building and 
grounds looking great for the holidays.   
 
Hope to see you on the 14th and thanks in ad-
vance! 

 

 

 

 

 

Our November Birthdays 
2 Emily Gleason 
3 John Stiles 
8 Camden Lee 
9 Cindi Bristol-Kerr 
9 Dylan Shapiro 
13 Bill Velto 
14 Bill Cole 
18  Barbara Bouvier 
26  Cara Williams 
27  Russ Oliver 
29  Evan Williams 
 
 

If you have a birthday in November and 
it is not listed, please call (919) 481-
1441 and let us know. 

 

Remember to set your clocks back before you go 
to bed on Saturday night, October 31, as Daylight 
Savings Time ends on Sunday, November 1, at 2 
am.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Finances First                         by Gordon Welles 
 

Offering Status as of September 30, 2015: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Year-to-Date Income and Expenses as of September 30, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  *Does not include special capital expenses /special income 
 

Pastor/Deacons Emergency Fund 

 The church budget includes one line item (Pastor/Deacons Emergency Fund) administered by the pastor, 
in consultation with the Deacons Ministry, to provide short term financial assistance to church members and 
others who come forward with an acute, identifiable need; the assistance typically takes the form of pay-
ment of a month’s rent or a utility bill. 

 The current year’s budget for these expenditures has been depleted due to an unusually large number of 
requests; the church council has approved the announcement of a plea for donations of additional funds, as 
people feel the spirit to respond, to cover what are frequently significant months of emergency expenditure 
leading up to the end of the year. 

 Please indicate on any submitted check, payable to Good Shepherd, “Emergency Fund” on the memo line. 

 The church leadership continues to appreciate and marvel at the outpouring of support provided when 
requests of this type are brought to the congregation’s attention; it is the mark of a strong community of 
faith. 

 If you would like any further information, or have questions, please contact me at 708-460-0428 or at 
treasurer@gsucc.org.   

 Thank you, Gordon Welles      
 
 

Have you considered including  

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in 

your will?  

If you have any 
questions 
about the 

church’s budg-
et or anything 
provided in this 
report, please 
contact me. 

Thank 
You! 

 

Thanks to all of 
you not only for 
your monetary 

gifts but also for 
your gifts of 

time and talent. 
 

Alert Us to Changes 
If your financial situation changes during the year and you 

need to make changes on the amount you have pledged for 
the year (up or down) please contact us: Gordon Welles 

(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
 

One Cup at a Time 
 

In the church year, the month of November is 

bookended by two special Sundays.  We begin 

with All Saints Day on Nov. 1, and end the 

month with the first Sunday in Advent on Nov. 

29.  The church year, known as the liturgical 

calendar, helps us mark time in a particular 

way.  In November it turns us to saints and 

models of faith and then to the anticipation of 

the Christ child.  As the Sundays in “ordinary 

time” come to an end, I invite us to give our at-

tention to the little moments in our lives.   

 

A friend, Nancy Hamilton, who practices Japa-

nese Tea ceremony, introduced me to the Japa-

nese idea of ichigo ichie.  Literally translated, 

this phrase means one encounter, one chance.  

In a Japanese tea ceremony it acquires the 

meaning, “one cup, one moment.”  The philoso-

phy behind the phrase emphasizes the im-

portance of being fully in the present moment.  

According to Jessica Sayuri Boissy, ichigo ichie 

“stresses the importance of treating each en-

counter as a once-in-a-lifetime event and focus-

ing on the details of each occasion, the particu-

lar people and things involved daily.  In other 

words, living fully in the present—ichigo ichie—

drinking life, and tea, to its fullest—one cup at a 

The 
Pastor’s Corner 

Communion  connecting with God 

time.”  I love the energy and intention ichigo 

ichie brings to each moment and each day as 

something unique and special to be treasured.   

 

As we prepare for Thanksgiving and Advent, may 

we all enter the moments we have been given as 

a cup to be savored.  One encounter, one 

chance.   
 

 Blessings, 

    Carla 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Linda Velto 
 

The choir has begun rehearsing for the Christ-
mas Cantata, which will be presented during 
worship on Sunday, December 13. If you’re in-
terested in singing for the Cantata, it is not too 
late to join in! Rehearsals are on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:30 pm. Practice tracks will be 
available for additional practice at home. No 
audition is necessary. Questions? Talk to Carla 
Gleason or Linda Velto. 

By Linda Velto 

 
On June 7, 2015, the members of Good Shepherd 
voted to adopt a statement declaring us an Open 
and Affirming (ONA) congregation. It was a vital 
step in living out what we say each Sunday 
morning, that no matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
Adopting the statement was just the first step, 
however. Being an ONA church is an ongoing 
process of learning and doing.  
 
Although the ONA movement in the UCC is aimed 
primarily at welcoming people who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, or transgender (LGBT), our statement 
names several other identities as a way of 
describing our welcome to all. With that in mind, a 
priority of the ONA Committee is education on a 
variety of topics. Look for opportunities in the 
coming months to learn more about topics such as 
gender identity, mental illness, and accessibility for 
those with physical disabilities. 
 
The ONA Committee has also identified specific 
action items to make Good Shepherd more 
welcoming. In the near future, the single-stall 
restrooms in the education building will be labeled 
“all-gender” to accommodate all people regardless 
of gender identity. To assist people with hearing 
and vision impairments, we already have hearing 
devices and large print bulletins. We are exploring 
further methods to make worship services more 
accessible for people with a variety of physical 
disabilities. If you have an impairment that hinders 
your ability to fully participate in worship, we invite 
you to share that information with your Deacon or 
an ONA Committee member so we can find ways to 
help. 
 
If you have questions, comments, or suggestions, 
please feel free to contact any of the ONA 
Committee members. Thank you for all you do to 
make Good Shepherd a loving, welcoming 
community! 

Chris Alberti, Kathy Boyer, Barb Eilers, Lindsey 
Gregg-Kearns, Jean Miller, Mike Rowland, Linda 
Velto, Margaret Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Children  connecting with our future 

By Katherine Gleason 
 

The Youth Group met on Oct. 11 for lunch and 
a discussion about Halloween, All Saints Day, 
and All Souls Day. Thanks to Pastor Carla for 
leading us to think about the saints we know in 
our own lives! Randy and Amy Murray are 
hosting a pumpkin carving party on Oct. 30. 
 
In November, we will have a workday at Dor-
cas on Nov. 7 from 11 am to 2 pm. On Nov. 8 
we will go to the NC Art Museum after church.  

Remember that the last day to order greens is 
Nov. 1, and they will be delivered the Sunday 
after Thanksgiving. 

                 By Debra Buchanan 

The Empowered Eagles Sunday School Class is off 
to a great start this year! Our overall Sunday 
School curriculum is called Sparkhouse and the 
weekly lessons follow the lectionary schedule. In 
addition, this year the Empowered Eagles are in-
cluding our church’s social ministry focus of Car-
ing for Creation into some of our lessons. Ask 
your child about his or her nature journal!  
 
And finally, we have a small and dedicated team 
of church members who are working on bringing 
music into our classroom. Between now and 
Christmas, we will work on songs for the Christ-
mas Pageant one to two Sundays per month.  
 
We always have room for more help. If you are 
interested in assisting with our wonderful children 
in any capacity, please contact Debra Buchanan 
(debra.buchanan@gmail.com). 

              By Debra Buchanan 

 

We are in search of a Youth Group Co-Leader 
to assist Katherine Gleason with our small but 
fabulous youth group! The Youth Group Co-
Leader role helps plan youth activities through-
out the year and facilitates youth group meet-
ings. This is a great way to get to know the 
wonderful GSUCC youth, and it is a lot of 
fun!  If interested, please contact Debra Bu-
chanan (debra.buchanan@gmail.com). 

            By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
 

Those with children are invited to "The Spiritu-
ality of Parenting Group" that will be meeting 
at GSUCC first Saturdays at 9am beginning 
Nov. 7.  Together we will share the joys and 
challenges of parenting and the life of faith in 
an open and supportive community.  With an 
understanding that children are not products to 
be perfected, but wonders to be loved, you will 
not find any parenting tips or "successful" 
methods in this group.  You will find a grace-
filled space where you can breathe, be honest, 
find support, and ground your parenting in a 
progressive Christian faith.  The group is facili-
tated by Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns and child-
care is provided. Email Pastor Carla at pas-
tor@gsucc.org to register. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:debra.buchanan@gmail.com
mailto:debra.buchanan@gmail.com
mailto:pastorcarla@gsucc.org
mailto:pastorcarla@gsucc.org
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

                     By Amy Murray 
 

New GSUCC T-shirts are now available for 
ordering. This year we have the option to order 
not only the short sleeve regular cut, but also 
youth sizes, women's cut and a long sleeve 
shirt. They will still be red in color, with our 6-
Cs logo. 
  
Order forms are 
available at the 
church and 
orders are due 
back by 
November 
15.  We will take 
orders each 
Sunday until 
then.  The costs 
for the shirts are 
as follows:  $12 
for short sleeve 
(youth and adult) 
and $15 for long 
sleeve. 
  
We are excited to 
have our new 
shirts to wear in 
the Cary 
Christmas Parade on December 12 and at future 
eventsl  Order a shirt and join us!!   
 

If you have any questions about T-shirt orders, 
please contact Amy Murray at 
amyomurray@gmail.com. 

                  By Susie Oliver 
 

Good Shepherd is going to have a float in the 
Cary Christmas parade again this year.  The pa-
rade will take place at 2 pm on Saturday, De-
cember 12.  Our “float” will again be Matt and 
Lisa Mead’s decorated red boat!  This is excel-
lent way for us to make community aware that 
we welcome everyone, regardless of who they 
are or where they are on their faith journey.   

There are lots of ways you can help if you wish 
to be involved with this church-wide project or-
ganized by Outreach:    

 Decorating the float:  providing ideas for a 
theme, helping decorate the boat, loaning 
garlands or other decorations to be used 

 Participating in the parade:  riding on the 
float, walking beside the float, handing out 
candy to spectators  

 Donating candy to be distributed to specta-
tors, especially if you have any candy left 
over from trick or treating that doesn’t in-
clude a Halloween theme. 

If you are interested in helping with the float or 
have thoughts about this fun activity, please 
contact Susie Oliver or Lindsey Gregg-Kearns. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:amyomurray@gmail.com
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Good Shepherd has been invited for the third year to gather new toys for the Christmas Store, a mis-
sion of New Horizons Fellowship in Apex. The Christmas Store helps families in the area who struggle 
to make ends meet and cannot afford Christmas gifts. New, unwrapped toys will be collected from ar-
ea churches and civic organizations. Parents from needy families will have the opportunity to select 
toys at no cost and have them gift-wrapped. New Horizons Fellowship provides child care with special 
Christmas activities while parents shop. 
 
We will collect toys at Good Shepherd on Sundays Nov. 29 and Dec. 6. Toys must be new; New Ho-
rizons Fellowship suggests a range of $10-15 per toy. They are seeking toys for kids of all ages. They 
are also in need of volunteers to work in the Christmas Store Dec. 11-12. For more information about 
volunteering, check out the NHF website. http://www.nhf.cc/christmas-store/#what 
 
The 2014 Christmas Store served 1414 children from 553 families. They anticipate even greater need 
this year. Our collective donation from Good Shepherd will help make Christmas brighter for many 
local kids! 

                                 By Vern Palango 
 

Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings people together to build homes, 
communities and hope. As part of the Cary Coalition, Good Shepherd is a member of Habitat for Hu-
manity, and we are excited to participate in the construction of two homes this year.  To this end we 
are sponsoring four dates that our church is sending a team to the builds:  October 31 (also 9 am 
ground blessing), November 21, December 19 and January 30. 
  
To sign up, simply go to: http://vhub.at/carycoalition2015. 
 
While our church is sponsoring some specific dates, you can feel free to volunteer for any date.  You 
can see all the build dates on the website above. 
   
The workday schedule when volunteering is as follows: 
8:00 am        Volunteer Registration Desk opens 
8:00-8:15 am     Volunteer Check-in and Registration 
                            It is very important to arrive promptly so we can begin on time! 
                            For safety reasons late-comers may be turned away. 
8:15 am        Volunteer Orientation and Safety Overview, tasks assigned, work day begins 
11:30 am – 12:00 pm Lunch Break (lunch not provided unless otherwise indicated) 
3:00-3:30 pm     Site Cleanup 
3:30 pm       Work Day Ends 
  
A couple of important notes:  Minimum age for volunteers is 16.  Volunteers under 18 need a parental 
permission slip that can be found on the registration page.  We will try to organize a car pool on our 
organized dates, there is limited parking at the site.  If you have any questions, contact Vern Palango, 
Dave Sniffin, or Linda Velto.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.nhf.cc/christmas-store/#what
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=32513017&msgid=97384&act=3URO&c=1575195&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fvhub.at%2Fcarycoalition2015
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Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

By Mary Leong 

On October 17, fifteen women met at the Turk-
ish Divan Center in Cary for a wonderful cultural 
exchange. Women of daughter days, hair pin-
ning days, rice and salt days attended. It was a 
lunch to remember!  
 
We learned how to cook three lovely, traditional 
Turkish foods. Two 
Turkish women and a 
woman from the for-
mer Soviet Union 
taught us how to 
make flat meat ka-
bob, a minced beef 
dish; rumi pilaf, a fla-
vorful side dish with 
bulgur, orzo, pine 
nuts, currants, on-
ions; and rolled wal-
nut baklava.  We 
were amazed to see how easy making baklava 
really is. I think that we may see some of these 
food items in future potlucks.  
 
What was special was the  fellowship   —   the 
gathering of 18 women to share a bit about our-
selves. They told us their names, how long they 
have been in the US and what their occupations 
were. Half way through the cooking, one of the 
women asked, “Now that we have told you our 
names, what are your names and what do you 
do?” It was such a kind ges-
ture of care and sharing. 
Anne Mackie asked us to go 
around and state where we 
are from—what are our 
roots. It was so nice to hear 
the varying backgrounds. 
Someone said, “Heinz 57—
I’m a mix.” Mostly people 
answered that their families 
came from Europe, England, 
Germany, Ireland, Scotland, 
Sweden and China. It was 
nice to hear of our home-
lands and feelings of con-
nection to our heartlands. 

There was  a shared fish 
story.   
 
The woman from the former 
Soviet Union said that it 
was nice to be in the US 
because of the freedom of 
religion. She chose not to 
cover her hair because this 
was not part of her comfort 
zone but she said that some 
younger women have gone 
back to old ways and have 
started covering their hair 
because it was their 
CHOICE. The Divan Center 
hosts many community 
events. They want to share their culture and 
faith. Their website is www.divancenter.org. 
 
Oh, I forgot to say that we got to eat all the 
great food! 

 

 

         By Linda Velto 
 

Through the generosity of 
several people, Good Shep-
herd was able to send a 
check to ChildFund Interna-
tional for $670 in support of 
Yohanis Bekele in Ethiopia. 
This is the largest annual 
contribution we have ever 
made, and it goes well be-
yond our expected annual 
contribution for his support. 
These funds will help pro-
vide school supplies, cloth-
ing, and medical care, plus 
gifts for birthday and 
Christmas. Thank you for 
making a real difference in the life of a far-away 
neighbor! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.divancenter.org/
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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  
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FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

                By Jean Miller 

This month, I would like to share some of the 
things that the Caring for Creation Team is 
focusing on for next year and invite you to 
join us.  First, we are hoping to expand our 
nascent garden and increase our produce 
production.  This year, we took 27 quarts of 
washed greens, eggplants, zucchini, yellow 
squash, cucumbers, and  butternut squash to 
the Dorcas Food Pantry.  The staff at the food 
pantry told us the produce flies off the shelf 
and is greatly appreciated by their patrons.  
For next year, we would like to increase the 
size of our beds and add a deer fence since 
the deer consumed our tomatoes, peppers, 
and beans.  We had a team of 9 people that 
helped with the maintenance of the garden. 

In addition to the garden work, we hope to 
start the process of getting solar panels on 
our roof at GSUCC.  We have done some of 
the preliminary work on it and hope to make 
this dream a reality in the near future.  In 
addition to decreasing our carbon footprint, 
the solar panels would generate electricity 
savings that could be used for our important 
social ministries work.  It also sends a hopeful 
message to our youth that we care for the 
world  we will leave for them. 

We are also thinking about ways that we as a 
faith community can partner with the 
Audubon Society to help create food and 
habitat for wild birds.  As many of you are 
aware, many bird species are facing critical 
habitat destruction and food shortages. 

We are also hoping to host an event with a 
financial planner that can help us to invest 
and spend our money in ways that are 
socially responsible. The United Church Fund 
has already moved about 30 million dollars 
into Green Bonds and other "socially 
responsible" companies.  We would like to 

educate ourselves and the congregation about 
following their great example. 

Finally we would like to host a movies and 
munchies evening that would help understand the 
many issues surrounding food economies.  We 
envision this will be a documentary movie 
followed up by an interesting conversation and we 
hope you will get accurate information that will 
help you be part of the change. 

These are some of our ideas and would love for 
you to bring your passion and thoughts to join us 
as we work to usher in God's Reign and turn the 
world upside right.  When I reflect on the number 
of things that seem wrong in the world, I come to 
the conclusion again and again that only God's 
power can overcome it all.  We are conduits of 
that power when we work together in our faith 
community.  Please join us. We "conduit."  

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
http://vols.pt/vZpRif

