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Please join us for our Annual Thanksgiving Potluck Feast.  

Day:      Thursday, November 24 
Time:   Gather 1:00 pm – Blessing and Feast 1:30 pm  
Place:  GSUCC Sanctuary 
Attire:  Elastic waistbands 
 

Bring a favorite dish or two 
from your traditional Thanks-
giving meal, or any dish that 
means “Thanksgiving” to you. 
Meet us at church at 1:00 pm 
on Thursday, November 24. 
We’ll plan to eat about 1:30 
pm after everyone has ar-
rived. 

A sign-up sheet will be availa-
ble in the Narthex, just so we 
have an idea of how many 
people are interested, but last 
minute changes in plans are 
also welcomed; no previous 
reservations needed. If you know what you will bring, you may list that 
also so that others can decide what may be missing that they would like to 
contribute.   

We’ve also invited Covenant Christian to join us again this year. The more 
the merrier!  For more information, call Kathy Boyer at 919-460-8146 or 
email at nckathyb@gmail.com.                                          

Hope to see you there! 

By Kathy Boyer 
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At the end of November, we begin the season of Advent, the weeks leading up to Christmas.  Please 

mark your calendars now and plan to join us!  Look for a full calendar and description of events later 

in November.  

 

 

This fall, our weekday spirituality group has been engaged in a study of world religions.  By reading a 

book and watching a DVD about four other major world religions—Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and 

Judaism—we have become more knowledgeable about our neighbors.  In addition, we have invited 

guest speakers from each of the religions and been blessed to hear first-hand of their beliefs and 

faith practices.  In the process, we have also sharpened our understanding of our own faith and found 

new questions to ask.  There are real differences between Christianity and the other faiths, and plac-

es where we all stand on common ground.  In our age, it is imperative to have some understanding 

of other faiths as we grapple with events at home and around the globe.  And, it is a gift to see how 

other religions can enrich our own Christian beliefs and practices.   

 

In this season where Christians, Jews, and Hindus celebrate the coming of the light, I invite you to 

take some time to notice how other faiths may illuminate your own. 

 

 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Saturday, November 26, 9:00 am Hanging of the Greens 

Sunday, November 27, 10:30 am First Sunday in Advent and Toy Collection 

Sunday, December 4, 10:30 am Advent Pageant, Toy Collection and Congregational 
Meeting 

Tuesday, December 6, 7:00 pm Women’s Fellowship Christmas Party 

Saturday, December 10, 1:00 pm Cary Christmas Parade 

Sunday, December 11, 10:30 am Advent Worship and Cantata 

Tuesday, December 13, 7:00 pm A Reflective Advent Worship 

Sunday, December 18, 10:30 am Advent Worship  

Sunday, December 18, 4:00 pm Caroling with Covenant Christian 

Saturday, December 24, 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service 

Sunday, December 25, 10:30 am Christmas Sunday 

Communion  connecting with God 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns  
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

The hanging of the greens is an important start 

to Advent at GSUCC.  Join in the laughter and the 

fun as we turn our sanctuary into a beautiful re-

flection of the season.  There will be fluffing of 

bows, climbing ladders to hang the greens, deco-

rating the tree, setting up the crèche and bring-

ing out the Advent wreath.   

Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 26, 

at 9 am!   Plan to bring the whole family to join 

in our creation of a beautiful place for worship 

and memories to last a lifetime.   

It’s almost that time again—time to order poin-

settias to be used to decorate the sanctuary on 

Sunday, December 18, the Christmas Eve ser-

vice, and Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25.   

Forms for ordering the “Christmas Flowers” will 

be in the bulletins on November 20, November 

27 and December 4.  As always, flowers may be 

given in honor or in memory of special persons.  

Perhaps a “remembrance” gift for someone who 

is hard to buy for would be appropriate.  We will 

be glad to send a card to the honoree.  A space 

for addresses will be included on the form. 

By Susie Oliver 

By Susie Oliver 

The November Women’s Fellowship will be a din-

ner out at On The Border in Cary on the corner 

of Walnut Street and Maynard Road, on Thurs-

day, November 10. We will gather there between 

6:30 and 7:00 pm and just have an evening of 

dining and fellowship before the busy holiday 

season begins.  If you are interested in joining 

us, contact Kathy Boyer at 919-460-8146 or 

nckathyb@aol.com. 

By Kathy Boyer 

The choir has begun rehearsing for the Christmas 

Cantata, which will be presented during worship 

on Sunday, December 11. If you’re interested in 

singing for the cantata, it is not too late to join 

in! Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings at 

7:30. Practice tracks will be available for addi-

tional practice at home. No audition is necessary. 

Questions? Talk to Carla Gleason or Linda Velto. 

By Linda Velto

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Our November 
Birthdays 

2  Emily Gleason 
3  John Stiles 
8   Camden Lee 
9     Cindi Bristol-Kerr 
9     Dylan Shapiro 
13 Bill Velto 
18    Barbara Bouvier 
24    Bill Cole 
26    Cara Williams 
26    Elia Perez 
27    Russ Oliver 
29    Evan Williams 
 

If you have a birthday in November 
and it is not listed, please call (919) 
481-1441 and let us know.  

 

Update — Fall 

Retreat for 

GSUCC Women 
 

It was a dark and stormy night…no really! On 
Friday, October 7, as Hurricane Matthew was 
beginning to blow across North Carolina, 23 
determined females and friends of Good Shep-
herd trekked into the mountains. (Thank you to 
all those who were willing to drive!) They first 
met in the town of Boone to dine together at 
appropriately named “Our Daily Bread.” They 
later met at the UCC Blowing Rock Conference 
Center for a weekend of fellowship and spiritual 
renewal.  

The theme of the program, put together by 
Pastor Carla, Carla Gleason and Nan Nelson, 
was based on one of the most watched TED 
talks by Brené Brown on vulnerability and 
“Living a Whole-Hearted Life.” The women par-
ticipated in discussions, activities, walks in the 
woods and time for rest. Saturday night as the 
lights flickered several times, the women en-
joyed roasting marshmallows over the fireplace 
and making s’mores. Sunday before leaving, an 
intimate worship service was shared, thanks to 
Pastor Carla, with meaningful echo singing, 
thanks to Margaret Shimota. A big thank you 
goes to all who came and offered their voices 
and energy to help in creat ing th is enriching 
experience. 

By Nan Nelson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In November, the book club will read Hogfather 

by Terry Pratchett. Hogfather is a satirical book 

about Christmas and will be a fun way to kick off 

the holiday season. Please join us to discuss this 

"festive feast of darkness and death (but with 

jolly robins and tinsel too)." We will meet on 

Tuesday, November 29, at 7 pm at High House. 

By Sure Rice 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE MEMBERS:  

THE ELLISON FAMILY 

The Ellison family—Brandon, Alecia, Kara and 

Kaitlyn—joined Good Shepherd on October 16.  

They have been attending GSUCC for about six 

months, and you may have seen them sitting in 

the prayground area during worship service.  

 

Before attending Good Shepherd, they started 

looking around the local Apex area for a church 

that felt "right" for them, but there was always 

one thing or another that didn't fit well.  Alecia 

said it honestly was a little frustrating for them, 

but in the end they really wanted to find a com-

munity for their girls to learn about God and 

helping others so 

they persevered in 

their search! Their 

introduction to 

GSUCC was "Holy 

Humor Sunday," 

which let them 

know ours was a 

fellowship that 

could take a break 

from the tradition-

al service to have 

a little fun in the 

service of God.  

After attending a 

few more services 

and talking with 

Carla and other 

members, they believe they have found their 

church home and look forward to helping and 

participating in more activities.   

 

Brandon grew up in northeast Tennessee with a 

Presbyterian background.  He attended Virginia 

Tech for a Bachelor's degree and NC State for a 

Master's degree in computer engineering. Now 

he works in the telecommunications industry, 

supporting customers that design DSL, cable 

and fiber equipment.  He enjoys various games 

and activities with the kids. 

Alecia grew up in the Chicago area and went to 

a Christian Science church. She graduated from 

Purdue University in electrical engineering and 

now works as a project manager in software de-

velopment, working on custom solutions for re-

tailers and companies that deploy point of sale 

solutions.  In her free time, Alecia likes to sew 

and run. The girls are almost always wearing her 

creations. 

 

The Ellisons have been in the Triangle area for 

over ten years, each of them coming here di-

rectly after college. They moved to Apex about 

two years ago. 

They have two 

daughters: Kara is 

six years old and is 

in the first grade at 

Salem Elementary, 

and Kaitlyn is four 

years old. Kara is 

taking Tae Kwon 

Do and recently 

received her white 

belt with yellow 

stripe. Kaitlyn is a 

dancer and will be 

performing with a 

competitive dance 

team for the first 

time this year. In 

their free time they like to run around the house 

pretending they are various animals (unicorns 

are a favorite) and giggling wherever they go. 

 

Within one week of their becoming GSUCC 

members, we were pleased to see the entire 

family participate in our church work day and to 

see and hear Alecia in the choir!  We welcome 

Brandon, Alecia, Kara and Kaitlyn to our church 

family and look forward to getting to know them 

as they become an integral part of our faith 

community. 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE MEMBER:  

JANICE MEYERS 

By Lindsey Gregg-Kearns 

Janice Meyers was born and raised in Latrobe, 

Pennsylvania. She attended Slippery Rock State 

College in PA, received a Master of Arts in pho-

tography from Rochester Institute of Technolo-

gy. She eventually married and moved to 

Westchester, NY, and later received a Master of 

Education from Sarah Lawrence University. She 

has held a variety of jobs in the educational 

field – starting as a classroom 

teacher, then working in the 

integration of technology in 

education, and eventually 

serving as Director of Technol-

ogy, the position from which 

she retired. While she was Di-

rector of Technology, she 

started Janice Meyers Educa-

tional Consulting, LLC, which 

she continues to this day. 
 

Janice has been around church 

throughout her lifetime. She 

was baptized by her Uncle Mel 

at the German Lutheran 

Church on the final Sunday of 

the church—the service was 

held in German, but they were 

merging with Trinity Lutheran 

Church because of a declining 

German speaking member-

ship. She was involved with the Newman Center 

while in college.  After the birth of her second 

daughter, she attended Greenville Community 

Reformed Church in Scarsdale, NY, so Greta 

could be baptized there. Three years later when 

she was finishing her degree at Sarah Lawrence 

College, she became the church secretary and 

Sunday School Coordinator, a position she held 

for 15 years.   
 

In 2011, Janice suffered an accident at school 

requiring two surgeries on her right shoulder 

that left her unable to lift more than 10 pounds or 

shovel snow.  Perhaps it was God’s way of telling 

her she needed to escape the cold winters of the 

north, so she moved to Mt. Pleasant, SC.  She re-

located to the Cary area last summer to be closer 

to her daughter. Janice has two daughters: Laura, 

who lives in Colorado, and Greta, who lives in 

Chapel Hill with her husband, Alex.   
 

In addition to being aller-

gic to dogs, cats, horses, 

wool, dust and mold, 

Janice is allergic to red 

tomatoes.  Her love of 

growing yellow tomatoes 

prompted her to launch 

Janice’s Yellow Tomatoes, 

LLC “ for  those who 

love yellow.” She hopes 

to have two yellow toma-

to products ready for re-

lease by early next sum-

mer.  The mission of 

Janice’s Yel low Toma-

toes is  “Feeding the 

world, one yellow tomato 

at a time.” 

 

Janice began to attend 

GSUCC in late June.  She 

found the people of GSUCC not only friendly, but 

genuinely caring.  She is looking forward to get-

ting involved with the Sunday School program and 

the Caring for Creation team, lending her exper-

tise to the community garden!  Janice enjoys golf, 

swimming, biking, and enjoys winding down in 

front of the TV.  

 

We are thrilled to have you join us, Janice, and 

look forward to all of the ways you will bring your 

expertise and talents to our congregation! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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by Gordon Welles 
 

Finances First                         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything  provided  in  this  report, please 
contact me. 
 
Gordon Welles      
708-460-0428  
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.5% $1,214.12 $0.00 $137,334.92  1/31/2030 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  September 30, 2016** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $170,184.86 $167,050.29 $3,134.57 1.9% 

Total Expenses $151,442.75 $162,778.50 ($11,335.75) (7.0%) 

Difference $18,742.11       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income  

Offering Status as of September 30, 2016 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $133,472.91  N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2015 $10,683.17  N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $144,156.08 $143,773.65 $382.43 0.3% 

Loose $13,921.61 $9,406.64 $4,514.97 48.0% 

Total for 2016 $158,077.69 $153,180.29 $4,897.40 3.2% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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By Katherine Gleason 

Our children’s Sunday School roster has doubled since last year!  As the Christian Education Ministry 

considered this wonderful challenge, we have discerned the need to split our Empowered Eagles 

(first-fifth grade) into two classes.  First and second graders will continue to meet in the same room 

as the Empowered Eagles.  Beginning November 6, third-fifth grade will now meet in the Library and 

become a new class, which they will get to name.  Our regular and volunteer teachers will be divid-

ed between the two classes.  Our children’s coordinator, Tracy Atencio, will be in touch with all of 

the teachers as we make this transition.  Please contact Pastor Carla or Sarah Stoeckel if you have 

any questions about children’s Sunday School. 

Children  connecting with our future 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

October has been a fun month for the Youth 

Group. We walked in the CROP walk in Raleigh 

on Oct. 23 to raise money for Dorcas food bank. 

On Oct. 30, we had our traditional pumpkin 

carving party. Thanks to everyone in the church 

for your generosity during our greens sale! We 

raised over $250 this year! Wreaths and gar-

lands should be ready to pick up after Thanks-

giving. 

 

November will begin with our registration for the 

Winter Youth Retreat at Blowing Rock in Janu-

ary. The early (and less expensive) deadline for 

registration is Nov. 4. On Saturday, Nov. 5, we 

will have a workday at Dorcas from 11 am to 2 

pm. We will meet after church at High House on 

Nov. 20 and spend an afternoon talking about 

psalms – and even writing some of our own! 

 

 

On Sunday, October 30, there will be an inter-

generation worship service and a children’s cho-

rale will be presented. This year, the children 

have an opportunity to sing twice a month during 

Sunday School and there will be several chorales 

planned throughout the year. Many thanks to 

parents who support and encourage our children 

to participate in worship through singing. As our 

church grows, it is a joy to see more of our chil-

dren taking a role in worship.   

By Chris Alberti 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

  

 
 

 

Before you know it, Christmas preparations will 

be upon us! As you begin your shopping, keep in 

mind that Social Ministries will be collecting toys 

for The Christmas Store. A ministry sponsored 

by New Horizons Fellowship in Apex, The Christ-

mas Store provides low-income parents an op-

portunity to shop for Christmas gifts for their 

children at no cost. Store volunteers keep the 

kids entertained while the parents shop and 

even wrap their purchases to keep the kids from 

taking sneak peeks. 

 

New unwrapped toys for kids of all ages are wel-

come. Suggested cost is $10-15 per toy. We will 

gather them during worship on November 27 

and December 4. Thank you for sharing the gift 

of Christmas with local kids.  

 

The 2015 Christmas Store served 1,195 children 

from 484 families. Our collective donation from 

Good Shepherd will help make Christmas bright-

er for many local children! 

 

By Linda Velto  

 

The hammers will be swinging on November 5 

as a Habitat for Humanity team begins building 

a house in Holly Springs for Carlos and Juliemar 

Baez and their young daughter. All the volunteer 

slots are full for that day. Check your calendars 

and consider signing up for other dates when 

Good Shepherd will send a group of volunteers: 

December 3, December 31, and January 21.  

 

Habitat can also use individual volunteers virtu-

ally every Thursday, Friday and Saturday in No-

vember and December. Work days run from 

8:15 am- 4:00 pm. Anyone age 16 and older is 

welcome, with or without experience in home 

construction.  

For further details, including exact location and 

anticipated tasks, and to sign up to help, please 

visit the Habitat volunteer website: http://

vhub.at/CaryCoalition.  

By Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://vhub.at/CaryCoalition
http://vhub.at/CaryCoalition
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Good Shepherd is going to have a float in the Cary Christmas parade again this year. The parade will 
start at 2 pm on Saturday, December 10. Our “float” will again be Matt and Lisa Mead’s decorated red 
boat! This is excellent way for us to make community aware that we welcome everyone, regardless of 
who they are or where they are on life’s journey.   

There are lots of ways you can help if you wish to be involved with this church-wide project organized 
by Outreach:    

 Decorating the float: helping decorate the boat, loaning garlands or other decorations to be used 

 Participating in the parade:  riding on the float, walking beside the float, handing out candy to 
spectators  

 Donating candy to be distributed to spectators, especially if you have any candy left over from 
trick or treat that doesn’t include a Halloween theme. 

If you are interested in helping with the float or have suggestions about this fun activity, please con-
tact Lindsey Gregg-Kearns. 

By Susie Oliver 

Our 2017 mission trip is planned for July 30 through August 5 at John’s River Valley Camp, a UCC 

facility near Boone, NC.  We invite anyone age 13 or older to participate on a team to do home re-

pair/construction or meal preparation.  The total cost will be about $450 per work team member, 

and we expect to have church-sponsored fund raisers to cover $200 of this cost, leaving a balance 

of $250 per team member. Commitment to go on the trip is needed by January 29, with a $75 de-

posit payable at that time. Additional payments of $75 will be due on April 1 and $100 in late June. 

  

An information session will be held on Sunday, November 6, at 12:30 pm at Covenant Christian 

Church. Sign-up sheets indicating your interest level will be available at the information session and 

in the narthex. If you are considering participating, please complete a form and return it to Amy 

Murray or Jean Miller, co-chairs of the trip, as soon as possible. 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Thanks to the help of many people in our church, our community vegetable garden was a great suc-
cess! What started as 11 small beds in 2015 was doubled in size to a fenced-in 20 x 40’ plot in 2016. 
There was much work involved in producing good results in the garden including: planning the fence 
specifications and garden layout; preparing the soil; putting down cardboard, landscape fabric and 
mulch; installing the fence; adding flags to the fence; planting seeds and seedlings; thinning and 
transplanting; weeding; watering; removing plants that stopped producing; harvesting; washing, 
bagging and labeling; and delivering vegetables to Dorcas Ministries Food Pantry.  

Special thanks go to Anne Mackie and Jean Miller, who were the ring leaders and spent the most hours 
in the garden. Also, the work of about 25 volunteers who helped with installing the fence and putting 
mulch in the garden in March got the project off to a great start; the fence enabled us to have a much 
better harvest than last year by keeping deer and other critters from munching on our crops. Thanks are 
also in order to those who installed two rain barrels and the numerous volunteers who watered three 
times a week when needed.  

As a result of the efforts of so many loyal and dedicated GSUCC’ers who cared for this marvelous gar-
den, the following harvest was delivered to Dorcas Ministries from late April to late October.   

146 gallon bags of greens (Asian, lettuce and kale) 
152 English cucumbers 
81 zucchini squash 
49 yellow squash 
179 banana peppers 
59 green sweet peppers 
68 green hot peppers 
45 eggplants 
115 medium and large red tomatoes 
90 cherry tomatoes 

46 okra pods 

A small album with these and more pictures will be available in the Narthex soon showing the stages of 
development of the garden.  Thanks again to all who made this project such a success! 

By Susie Oliver on behalf of the Caring for Creation Team 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 
Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-481-0015 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 
Moderator: Lisa Mead 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Melinda Devenouges 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer, & 
Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10 am — 2 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9 am — 12 pm 

Good news: our solar 

installation is complete 

and ready to Electrify 

God's Light! We have 20 

panels installed on the 

roof of the education 

building and are simply 

waiting for Duke Energy 

to install a new meter. 

The new meter is needed because the current 

meter only reads electricity coming in from the 

grid; our new meter is called a bidirectional me-

ter and can register electricity use from the solar 

array and the grid. We expect the array to be 

working for us by November 4, although there 

has been some delay because of the flooding 

from Hurricane Matthew.  
 

If anyone is interested in "a tour" of the inverter 

or would like to know more details about the 

generation of electricity from the solar panels, 

please come and talk to me about it. I would be 

happy to discuss it with any interested individu-

als. The Caring for Creation Team is delighted to 

have the panels on 

the roof and so 

grateful for the 

support of the con-

gregation and our 

f r iends.  Pra ise 

God! 

By Jean Miller-Lee 

Remember to set your clocks back before you go 

to bed on Saturday night, November 5, as Day-

light Savings Time ends on Sunday, November 6, 

at 2 am.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

