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Good Shepherd 
United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road, Cary, NC 27513 
 

Intergenerational Sunday School and Adult Study: Sunday 9 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship and Child Care:  10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School Classes for Children K–5:  10:45 a.m. 

Wednesday Choir Rehearsal:  7:30 p.m. 
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Cross-Cultural 

THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE 
“. . . The sheep follow the shepherd, for they know his voice.” – John 10:4 

GSUCC 10GSUCC 10GSUCC 10ththth   ANNUALANNUALANNUAL   

Thanksgiving Potluck FeastThanksgiving Potluck FeastThanksgiving Potluck Feast   
Please join us for our Annual Thanksgiving Potluck Feast.  

 
Day:  Thursday, November 28th 

Time:   Gather 1:00 PM – Blessing and Feast 1:30 PM  
Place:  GSUCC Sanctuary 

Attire:  Elastic waistbands 
  

If you are unable to go out of town to be with family, or if your family is 
coming in town to be with you, all are welcomed.  Last minute change of 

plans are also welcomed, no reservations needed. 
 

Bring a favorite dish or two from your traditional Thanksgiving meal, or any 
dish that means “Thanksgiving” to you.  Meet us at church at 1:00 PM on 

Thursday, November 22nd.  We’ll plan to eat about 1:30 PM after everyone 
has arrived. 

 
A sign-up sheet will be available in the Narthex, just so we have an idea of 

how many people are interested.  If you know what you will bring, you may 
list that also so that others can decide what may be 

missing that they would like to 
contribute.   

 
For more information, contact 

Kathy Boyer at 919-460-8146, 
nckathyb@aol.com or Carolyn 

Lundin at 919-380-0627, 
cr_lundin@nc.rr.com.  
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TheTheThe   
Pastor’s CornerPastor’s CornerPastor’s Corner   

As Seasons Turn 
 

 Gold, red, brown, and orange leaves fall all 
around us.  The early darkness arrives Nov. 3rd. 

The final harvests are coming in and the fields 
and gardens begin a season of fallowness.  The 
longest night of the year is in sight.  It is no 

wonder that the ancient Celts understood this 
time of the year as “thin space,” that is as a 
time when the veil between this world and the 

next was so thin it almost didn’t exist.  It was a 
time when our ancestors’ wisdom and the heav-
enly spirits were more accessible.   All Saints 

Day, when we remember those loved ones who 
have died, comes in the fall for a reason.  In 
the natural cycle of autumn of the northern 

hemisphere, death and darkness confront us as 
soon as we leave the safety of our florescent 
lights.  But, if we are open to it, in that con-

frontation, there is also an invitation.  An invi-
tation to shed, like the earth, what we no 
longer need and move inward. An invitation 

into mystery and unknowing.  An invitation to 

connect with wisdom that has gone before us.   
 

 The mystics remind us that holy darkness is 
a part of our story and of the spiritual life.  As 
John of the Cross wrote, “Oh, night that guided 

me, Oh, night more lovely than the dawn, Oh, 
night that joined Beloved with Lover, Lover 
transformed in the Beloved!”  Yet, that dark-

ness need not mean utter misery and deep de-
pression as sometimes befell mystics in what is 
known as the Dark Night of the Soul.  It can 

mean a sloughing off, a slowing down, a prac-
tice of simplicity.    If our lives are busy and 
noisy we might find time for silence.  And if our 

lives are already too quiet we might seek a 
spiritual companion for conversation and 
prayer.  In doing so, we just might find a thin 

place--a place where heaven and earth meet, a 
place that prepares us for new life, perhaps a 
place like that upper room in Jerusalem over 

2000 years ago where friends gathered for a 
meal and heard the call to love one another.  

That night was full of mystery and unknowing, 
something so much bigger than the disciples 
could understand or even imagine.  In this sea-

son of growing darkness, may we know the 
blessings of the night.   
Peace, 

  Carla 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

A Change in Reporting 

As a new departure for this report, I am no longer going to provide detailed categorical 

income and expense information on a monthly basis.  Providing the information in this 

form (the newsletter) is cumbersome, not terribly timely, based on newsletter distribu-

tion schedules, and is not something that I suspect most people are interested in.  I will continue to pro-

vide, as you will see below, the essential “bottom line” income and expenditure data, through the last 

complete month, with any additional information about church finances that the Council or I feel is im-

portant for the congregation as a whole to know about. If someone would like more detailed information, 

I would be happy to provide it via email.  The monthly Treasurer’s report, provided to Council members, 

is available to anyone upon request. 

 

Automatic Giving 

We continue to encourage church members to consider the “bill pay” option, offered by most banking in-

stitutions in our area, as the way to fulfill your pledge to GSUCC.  It assures you don’t forget to be regu-

lar in your giving habit, and doesn’t cost you a thing – you don’t even have to bother writing the check!  

The Bill pay feature can be modified, or turned on and off easily if circumstances warrant.  Please check 

with the Treasurer or Assistant Treasurer if you need more information. 

 

Offering Status as of September 30, 2013: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of  

September 30, 2013 
 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please contact 

me. 

 

Thank you, 

Gordon Welles 

Email:  Treasurer@gsucc.org 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will? 

Alert Us to Changes 

If your financial situation changes 

during the year and you need to 

make changes on the amount you 

have pledged for the year (up or 

down) please contact us: Gordon 

Welles (treasurer@gsucc.org) or 

Linda Lahre (llaman@aol.com) 

 

Thank You 

Thanks to all of you not only for your 

monetary gifts and but also for your 

gifts of time and talent. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Baby Blessings!Baby Blessings!Baby Blessings!   
 

Congratulations to Perla and 

David Prodoehl who wel-

comed their new daughter, and Joshua 

Mares’ new sister, Elise Autumn Prodoehl 

into the world on Friday October 18th. Elise 

was 7 lbs. 8 ozs., a wonderful blessing to 

both their family and ours. 

Our NovemberOur NovemberOur November   
BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays   
 

2 Emily Gleason 

3 John Stiles 

9 Cynthia Bristol-

Kerr 

13 Bill Velto 

14 Bill Cole 

18 Barbara Bouvier 

19 Rick Chapin, Jr. 

26 Cara Williams 

26 Roger Sturk 

27 Russ Oliver 

29 Evan Williams 

 

If you have a birthday in November and it is 

not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and 

let us know. 

Women’s FellowshipWomen’s FellowshipWomen’s Fellowship   
By Carolyn Lundin 

 Another Women’s Fellowship Christmas 

party is in the planning for Thursday evening, 

12 December, beginning at 7 PM.  All women 

in the church are invited to join us for a fun 

evening of games and fellowship. You’re en-

couraged to bring along an ornament to ex-

change, a set of children’s PJs to be donated 

to the local Pajama Program, and cookies or 

other light refreshments to share. Please 

place the date 

on your calendar 

and plan to at-

tend.  Questions 

should be di-

rected to Mary 

Leong, Kathy 

Boyer, or Caro-

lyn Lundin. 

Meals for Our Meals for Our Meals for Our    
FamiliesFamiliesFamilies   

By Carolyn Lundin 

 We are pleased that so many people 

have received the meals prepared by volun-

teers throughout this year.  It’s time to 

make more casseroles or pull servings from 

a dish that you prepare for your own meals. 

The key to this mission is convenience. 

Please look for empty containers, cards and 

instructions in the clear tub on the counter 

in the church’s kitchen this Sunday. 

 The meals are intended for any person or 

family that is experiencing illness or hard-

ship and could use the cheer and prayers 

that accompany good food. We encourage 

anyone in the church 

who plans to visit some-

one in need to pick up a 

dish from the freezer 

before you leave 

church. 

 Any suggestions for 

improving this mission 

should be shared with 

Carolyn Lundin or other 

members of the Fellow-

ship Ministry. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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2014 Women’s Retreat 
Now Being Planned 

By Charlotte Speltz 

And Retreat Planning Team (under formation) 

 

 The Women’s Fellowship Retreat for 2014 may SEEM 

like a long time away, BUT EVERYONE WHO WANTS TO 

ATTEND SHOULD BEGIN PLANNING NOW!  A “theme” has 

not been chosen, and you are invited to give suggestions to 

Women’s Fellowship RetreatWomen’s Fellowship RetreatWomen’s Fellowship Retreat   
By Charlotte Speltz, Claire Jenkins and Barb Newman  

 

 Thank you to the nineteen women who at-
tended the FALL 2013 WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
RETREAT at Agape Center in Fuquay Varina, 

NC!  We missed those who registered and were 
unable to make it, as well as those who had 
conflicts with that time frame. The Center pro-

vided coffee and tea, and Barb Newman 
brought delicious snacks for everyone as they 
arrived. 

 During the morning women shared meaning-
ful photos, quotes and books on friendship. 
Claire Jenkins led a Bible study about Mary and 

Martha which generated much animated discus-
sion. 
 Everyone enjoyed a delicious lunch served 

by the Center. In the afternoon we listened to 
Barbara Brown Taylor read from An Altar in the 
World and “walked with awareness” around the 

beautiful grounds.  We returned home 
“renewed” and “refreshed”.  Now we look for-
ward to 2014! 

Claire Jenkins, Charlotte Speltz and Carla Gregg. 

You are also invited to be part of the “planning team”. Just 

email   jspeltz@nc.rr.com 

DETAILS for the Retreat 

Date:  Friday – Sunday, October 3 – 5, 2014.  [Two night 

stay is required by Trinity Center.]Deposit was paid for 6 

rooms (double occupancy) on February 28, 2013.] 

Place:  Trinity Center, Salter Path, NC (about 3 hours away) 

Cost:  $167.00 (for 2 nights, four meals – breakfast Satur-

day thru breakfast Sunday. Linens provided.) 

Advance Reservations:  Trinity Center requires we give 

them the NUMBER COMING six months before our retreat 

– which will be APRIL 5.  At that time we can ADD or SUB-

TRACT the number of rooms!! 

Planned Good Shepherd Registration Procedures: 

 a. March – tentative reservations from women 

 b. April – formal registration WITH DEPOSIT 

 c. May – September – MONTHLY PAYMENTS . Total 

 amount due by SEPT. 15. 

Those who want to attend , PLEASE do the following 

NOW! 

1. RESERVE the date on your calendar as a “Time for ME”! 

2. BEGIN a “personal savings program” so you can attend 

and enjoy the retreat. 

 a. Put aside FOR YOURSELF about $15.00 per month, 

 beginning today, in NOVEMBER. 

 b. Perhaps ask for a $10 or $20 bill as a GIFT for  

 Christmas or your Birthday to use for the Retreat! 

3. PRAY for the planning for this event. 

4. ENCOURAGE other women to attend. 

 We look forward to a special time of renewal and re-

creation together!  Join us! 

PLEASE COPY THIS INFORMATION FROM THE NEWSLETTER 

FOR FUTURE REFERENCE!!! 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Communion  connecting with God 

 Music Notes Music Notes Music Notes  
By Linda Velto 

 Thank you to everyone who voted in Oc-

tober for their favorite hymns! Plan to be in 
worship throughout November as we sing as 

many of your favorites as we can. Look for a 
list of top hymns and songs in the December 
newsletter. 

 One of the events we look forward to in 
Advent is the Choir Cantata, which will be on 

Sunday December 15th. If you enjoy singing 
and would like to be part of the Cantata, 
please join us for choir rehearsals on 

W e d n e s d a y 
evenings at 

7:30 from now 
through De-
cember 11th. 

No audition is 
required. The 

more ,  the 
merrier! 

Intergenerational ClassIntergenerational ClassIntergenerational Class   
By Linda Velto 

 What are the possibilities and limitations 
for women’s roles in the church? What does 

equality between genders really mean, in the 
church and in society? The Intergenerational 
Class is discussing these and other questions 

regarding gender through most of November. 
Intergenerational Class meets Sunday morn-

ings at High House; refreshments are served 
at 9:00 with discussion beginning at 9:15. 
The class format provides the opportunity to 

connect faith to real life and share diverse 
opinions in a supportive, friendly environ-

ment. No outside reading or background in-
formation is necessary. Come once in a while 
or every week! New members from middle 

school through adulthood are always wel-

come! 

Wrapping up the “Wrapping up the “Wrapping up the “GOOD SHEPHERD GOOD SHEPHERD GOOD SHEPHERD 
READSREADSREADS” C.E. Project” C.E. Project” C.E. Project   

Join others “Join others “Join others “AROUND THE TABLEAROUND THE TABLEAROUND THE TABLE” in November” in November” in November   
By Larry Dickinson and Charlotte Speltz  

 

 We are wrapping up our wonderful Good 

Shepherd READS program, with the planned 
conversations on spiritual practices coming to 
an end. Hopefully, many unplanned ones will 

continue! We are grateful to everyone who has 
supported this effort, through prayer, through 
reading or listening, or just being mindful it is 

occurring. 
 Many participants have expressed their posi-
tive feedback and joy at the opportunity to 

share and grow their faith together. We have 
been blessed to “meet” Barbara Brown Taylor 
through  An Altar in the World: A Geogra-

phy of Faith.  She has revealed “meaningful 
ways to discover the sacred in the small things 
we do and say.” An ordinary practice can be-

come “an act of meditation if we pay attention 
to what we’re doing and take time to notice the 
sights, smells and sounds around us” (from the 

flyleaf).  
 To formally “WRAP UP” the project Christian 
Education Ministry has selected the weekend of 

November 15 – 17, Friday – Sunday.  Eve-
ryone is invited to “Around the Table” oppor-
tunities to share food and ideas about the gen-

eral topic of “PAYING ATTENTION TO SPIRI-
TUAL PRACTICE”.  
 

Planned Meal Times: 
Nov. 15 Friday night Supper   6 – 7:30 p.m. at 
the  home of Anne Mackie, Cary 

Nov. 16 Saturday Brunch   10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
at  the home of Charlotte & John Speltz,  Apex  
Nov. 17 Sunday Lunch  11:45 – 1:15 p.m. at a 

restaurant near the church 
 
Organizational Details : 

1. For Friday/Saturday the host home will pro
 vide plates, utensils, and drinks. 
2. For Friday/Saturday each person/couple will 

 bring one dish which will feed 8 people. 
3. Participants for Sunday will each pay for 
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their  own meal.   
4.  Participants will be urged to car pool to 

help parking. 
 
Discussion Topics: 

Possible questions we might consider are: 
1.  “What does Taylor mean by her sub-

title “A Geography of Faith?” 

2. “How are we experiencing (engaging) 
God’s Presence in our 
lives NOW?” 

3. “What spiritual practices 
MATTER to us most 
NOW?” 

 
Make a RESERVATION! 
Sign up at church or email 

jspeltz@nc.rr.com for a place at 
the table.  Space is limited! 

political campaign on behalf of any candi-
date running for public office.”  However, we 

can educate church members about election
-year issues and promote discussion of pub-
lic policy. 

 Our workshops included conversations about 

healthy boundaries in a congregation; the 

mission, purpose, products and services of 
the UCC Church Building and Loan Fund; 
becoming a board certified professional 
healthcare chaplain; Christian prayer and 

worship from an LGBTQ perspective; brain-
storming ways to bring youth into our 
church; ways to bring life and vitality to the 

process of creating, presenting, and carry-
ing out a budget by transforming it into a 
creative reflection upon and pursuit of a 

congregation’s mission; discussion on new 
church starts and revitalizing churches; 
bringing technology into our churches; 

clergy communities that gather to support 
practice-based learning; understanding how 
we can enrich our worship by bringing in 

multi-cultural music which helps us to better 
understand other cultures and theologies; 
the experiences of a minister, Tim Rose, in 

his 15 years of service with Global Minis-
tries.   

 Our Conference Minister, Rev. Dr. Edward 

Davis and our Association’s two Ministers of 
Church Affairs, Revs. Eddie Weather and 
Nora Foust, shared the growth and chal-

lenges of our new structure.  The messages 
were very uplifting. 

 The ENCA’s total income for 2013 was 

$11,551.63, expenditures were $9,458.41, 
providing us with a $2,093.22 net income.  

Our total assets are $56,151.30.  The ex-
penses for 2014, will primarily address edu-
cation and training, followed next by the 

support of our annual meeting and General 
Synod, and administrative costs and gifts to 
organizations and groups. Rev. Dr. Davis 

encouraged the churches not paying their 
$2.00 per member to consider ways they 
can change the priorities in their budgets.  
Presently these dues reflect over 70% of our 

budget. 
 The slate of new officers was approved.  

Barb Eilers continues to serve on Church 
and Ministry. 

By Barb Eilers 
 

 Carla Gregg, Barb Eilers, Thelma Faulk and 
Linda and Joe Leuser represented GSUCC at the 

ENCA annual gathering.  We hope you will join 
us next time.  The theme this year addressed 
diversity and what it means to live out ‘that we 

all may be one.’ Here are some of the highlights: 
 Rev. Elizabeth Leung, a UCC Minister for Ra-

cial Justice, Justice and Witness Ministries 
spoke about the Tower of Babel as God’s gift 
of diversity and Pentecost showing that God’s 

words could be heard in the native languages 
of every diverse ethnicity present.  She used 
these examples to inspire us to think about 

difference, diversity, justice and beloved 
community. To be one does not mean to be 
color-blind! 

 Rev. Yvonne Delk, a daughter of the South-

ern Conference and the first ordained African 
American Female in the UCC, provided the 

sermon for our worship service. 
 The UCC’s Our Faith, Our Vote, Our Voice ini-

tiative shared ways to promote voting rights 
and how to be prepared for the need for a 
voter ID.  They also produced literature to 

guide Congregations and Clergy on Political 
Action.  Due to our IRS tax exempt status, 
we cannot “participate in, or intervene in any 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:jspeltz@nc.rr.com


 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

                               (8) 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

Children  connecting with our future 

Crop WalkCrop WalkCrop Walk   
End Hunger NowEnd Hunger NowEnd Hunger Now   

By Carol St.Jean 

On October 6 Good Shepherd participated in 

the Cary crop walk. Pastor Carla and her 

daughter Mia joined other members, friends 

and family of GSUCC to form a team of 16 

walkers. Together we raised over 1700 dol-

lars to help end hunger one step at a time, 

By Lisa LaJoie 

The November Book Club 

meeting will be held on 

the 26th, 7:30 p.m. at 

High House. The book for 

November is "Skipping 

Christmas" written by John Grisham, chosen 

by Janet Sniffin. The Book Club is a great 

time for fellowship, good conversation, and 

fun! Please, come to the Book Club as we 

welcome one and all. 

Community  connecting beyond our walls 

 SSS A V EA V EA V E    T H ET H ET H E    DDD A T E SA T E SA T E S !!!    

By Lisa Mead 

 

You won't want to miss the church youth per-

forming in the Christmas pageant, on Sun-

day, December 8, during worship. Practice 

will be on Saturday, December 7, exact de-

tails forthcoming. 

here and around the world. Thanks to every-

one who walked and everyone who supported 

the walkers. Together we do make a differ-

ence. Peace,  

  Carol St.Jean (2013 team captain) 

http://www.gsucc.org/


 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

                               (9) 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

Alliance Charity Event 
By Linda Velto 

 Among the many urgent needs in our community is af-

fordable medical care for low-income individuals and fami-

lies. Even as the Affordable Care Act is implemented, many 

people in our area will fall through the cracks, qualifying 

neither for Medicaid nor for subsidized insurance through 

the ACA. The Alliance Medical Ministry (AMM) in Raleigh is 

a non-profit, faith-based organization established to assist 

in filling the medical gap for low-income, employed people. 

 Alliance Medical Ministry was established by Jack Stone, 

a close friend of Good Shepherd member Joyce Faulkner, 

and its supporters have included the Faulkners and several 

other members of GSUCC. Since opening its doors in Janu-

ary 2003, AMM has grown to serve a patient base of over 

8,000 adults. Patients are referred to AMM from local area 

hospital emergency departments, from the Health Depart-

ment and other local social service organizations. Many are 

patients who would otherwise go to local emergency 

rooms for treatment of non-emergency health care needs, 

at a much higher cost. For a low fee based on a sliding 

scale, patients see a primary care physician who can pro-

vide coordinated medical care. Services include acute care, 

lab work, prescriptions, management of chronic conditions 

(i.e. diabetes, asthma), health and nutrition education, and 

pastoral counseling. Recently AMM established a commu-

nity garden and cooking classes to encourage healthy living. 

 Alliance Medical Ministry operates with a paid staff of 

board-certified medical personnel. Patient fees cover only a 

small portion of the cost of treatment. The remaining cost 

is funded by donations from individuals, congregations, 

synagogues, corporations and three Raleigh-area hospital 

systems. Volunteers are also a crucial part of the organiza-

tion, doing everything from answering phones to filing 

medical documents to providing clinical support. 

 On Sunday November 3rd from 4-7 PM, you are invited 

to bring your family, friends, and lawn chairs to Alliance 

(101 Donald Ross Drive, Raleigh) for a fun time by the gar-

den. The afternoon will include live music by Dave Dyer and 

the Crooked Smile Band, a "mini" food truck rodeo, and 

beer by Trophy Brewing Company. The event is FREE! Food 

Trucks will be serving "a la carte" with 10% of proceeds 

going to Alliance Medical Ministry. Clinic Tours are avail-

able from 5-6 pm. For more information about Alliance 

Medical Ministry, this event, and ways you can support an 

organization filling an urgent need, visit 

www.alliancemedicalministry.org.  

By Susie Oliver 

 The Neighbors in Need offering, which we 

will receive on November 17, supports the UCC’s 
ministries of justice and compassion throughout 

the United States. Two-thirds of the offering is 
used by the UCC Justice and Witness Ministries 

to fund a wide array of justice initiatives, advo-
cacy efforts and direct service projects. Justice 

and Witness works on issues such as the federal 
budget, voting rights, immigration, health care, 

hate crimes, civil liberties and environmental 
justice.  The Neighbors in Need offering also 

supports our American Indian neighbors in the 
UCC. One-third of the offering supports the 

UCC’s Council for American Indian Ministries 
(CAIM). CAIM is an invaluable resource for indi-

viduals from dozens of tribes and nations who 
are members of UCC congregations in the U.S. 

 Last year our congregation contributed 
$862.50 to Neighbors in Need. Please give gen-

erously so that we can top last year’s giving for 
these worthwhile ministries! 

By Lisa Mead 

The Cary Mom’s Playgroup will 

be hosting our annual yard 

sale Saturday, November 16 

from 7:30am-11:30am. We 

have over 200 members, and will be joining with 

GSUCC and the community to have many sellers. 

The sale will be located at Good Shepherd United 

Church of Christ parking lot, enter at 1050 NW 

Maynard Rd Cary, NC 27513. Please do not con-

tact the church via telephone for more informa-

tion, as they are mainly just the site host. If you 

are interested in participating as a seller please 

contact Lisa Mead via email lisanoelle@gmail.com 

or cell/text 919-260-8136. $7 gets you a spot--

it's the donation fee for the church letting us use 

the parking lot. Please tell your friends and 

neighbors about the event. We hope to see lots of 

faces shopping or selling! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Linda Velto 

Carolina Rollergirls play their next home bout at 

Dorton Arena on Saturday November 23rd 

against teams from Chester County, PA. The ac-

tion starts at 3:00 when the Carolina Bootleg-

gers take on the Brandywine Brawlers. The 

headliner match-up between the Carolina All-

Stars and the Brandywine Belligerents starts at 

5:00. Good Shepherd provides volunteers at 

every home bout to take tickets and hand out 

programs. Volunteering with CRG is one way to 

live out our Creative ministries, with the added 

bonus of seeing some really great sports action! 

If you’d like to help on November 23rd, contact 

Linda Velto at lindavelto@gmail.com, and plan 

to arrive at Dorton Arena at 1:45 PM. 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

Being CrossBeing CrossBeing Cross---CulturalCulturalCultural   
By Carla Gregg 

One of the 6 C’s of Good Shepherd is “Cross-

Cultural.”  The C’s are areas of ministry the con-

gregation chose to use as a guide for balance 

and focus.  The other C’s are communion, com-

munity, covenant, children, and creative.  This 

month presents two opportunities to live into our 

value of being cross-cultural. 

Dia de los Muertos—We will celebrate All 

Saints Day by incorporating Mexican tradi-

tions from Dia de los Muertos, Day of the 

Dead.  Dia de los Muertos is a mix of Aztec 

and Christian practices that remember and 

celebrate those who have died.  Part of the 

celebration includes an “ofrenda” or offering 

of tokens of remembrance along with can-

dles, flowers, and special foods.  All those 

who have lost a loved one, be it recently or 

many years ago, are invited to bring a me-

mento to place on our altar of remembrance 

in worship on Nov. 3rd.  

Interfaith Movie – The Institute for Turkish 

and Islamic Studies, located at 1391 SE 

Maynard Rd., is hosting an interfaith film and 

discussion on Nov. 3rd from 3-5pm.  We will 

view and have dialogue about the PBS docu-

mentary Three Faiths, One God: Judaism, 

Christianity, Islam.   If you would like to join 

me, please let me know. 

Dorcas  Mini str ie s  NewsDorcas  Mini str ie s  NewsDorcas  Mini str ie s  News    
By Susie Oliver 

 Thanks to all who contributed food and other 

items during the month of September for the Dor-

cas Food Pantry.  Through your generosity, we 

collected about 125 pounds of donations to help 

those who are in need of emergency food assis-

tance in the Cary and Morrisville areas.  In addi-

tion to this special effort, we are encouraged to 

keep the toilet paper shelf stocked on an ongoing 

basis by leaving donations in the basket in our 

narthex.  

 The Dorcas Ministries annual report states 

that The Dorcas Shop, which offers a large variety 

of donated merchandise at affordable prices, saw 

What other ways would you like to see GSUCC 

living out our value of being cross-cultural?  Anti-

racism workshops? A visit from a global missions 

partner or a mission trip to another country? Par-

ticular music or worship elements?  I’d love to 

hear what you have a passion for! 

a 31% increase in 2012 sales over 2011 and 

served over 300 customers per day last year.  

In  2012, Dorcas volunteers increased from 200 

to 320, but additional volunteers are still 

needed, especially as afternoon pricers.  Anyone 

interested in volunteering can apply online at 

www.dorcas-cary.org or check out information 

on the God is Still Speaking board in our sanctu-

ary.  For a first-hand look at all the good work 

going on there, Red Carpet Behind-the-Scenes 

tours of the Dorcas Ministries operations are 

held the second Thursday each month at 10 

a.m.  Consider joining the members and friends 

of GSUCC who are involved in ministry at Dor-

cas!  

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
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global majority (people targeted by white 

racism) tend of internalize the misinforma-
tion and lies about themselves and turn it on 

each other. 
 Jean and Anne each attended different 
break-out sessions on topics such as “Solid 

Waste Facility Siting”; “Militarism, the Envi-
ronment and Jus-

tice”; “Energy Injus-
tice”; and “Industrial 
Animal Production”.  

Over the coming 
months we will re-

port more about 
those topics in the 
newsletter.  It was 

an inspirational and 
challenging confer-

ence. 

Creation Corner 

By Anne Mackie 

.On the day of our Harvest Festival, a foggy, 
rainy morning down east, another event oc-

curred at the Franklinton Center in Whitakers, 
NC.  It focused on Environmental Justice.  

Jean Miller and Anne Mackie were excited by 
the excellence of the speakers and were glad 
to be among over 80 people who made per-

sonal commitments at the event to bring 
about change in the situation where both peo-

ple of color and God’s land, water and air are 
being injured and destroyed. 
 The first speaker divided us into groups to 

examine issues around economic domination 
and destabilization of the working class and 

poor.  The speaker concluded with a poetic 
and rousing call for unity among all people to 

build a movement to change the domination 
of our economy and our democracy by out-of-
control large corporations. The call was to 

save our democratic tradition of holding to ac-
count those who seek wealth by destroying 

God’s Creation and God’s people. The speaker 
pointed out that racism is a primary factor in 
much of this destruction.  She pointed out 

that we have four problems: 1) how white 
people have internalized misinformation and 

lies about people of color (people of the global 
majority) 2) how white people, often in un-
aware ways, act as agents of white racism or 

fail to recognize its reality is our social institu-
tions 3) how people who are the targets of 

white racism are hurt by the institutions of our 
society at-large; and 4) how people of the 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
https://twitter.com/GSUCC_CaryNC

