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Good Shepherd 
United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road, Cary, NC 27513 
 

Intergenerational Sunday School and Adult Study: Sunday 9 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship and Child Care:  10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School Classes for Children K–5:  10:45 a.m. 

Wednesday Choir Rehearsal:  7:30 p.m. 
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Cross-Cultural 

THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE 
“. . . The sheep follow the shepherd, for they know his voice.” – John 10:4 

WWWEEE   GGGATHERATHERATHER   TTTOGETHEROGETHEROGETHER   

 The members and friends of Good Shepherd UCC 

are getting ready to host the 3rd Annual Harvest Festi-

val Dinner and Auction on Saturday, October 19, an 

event open to the entire community as a friend-and-

fund raiser. Imagine an evening of meeting neighbors 

and friends, eating wonderful home-cooked food, lis-

tening to fine music, and bidding on favorite live and 

silent auction treasures. This year a portion of the pro-

ceeds will go to The Carying Place as part of our con-

tribution to our community. 
 

WE LOVE TO EAT – Once again this year, we will serve a delicious turkey din-

ner with all the fixin’s – roast turkey, gravy, stuffing, mashed potatoes, 

green bean casserole, fresh cranberry sauce, and apple crisp for dessert. 

Dinner will be served at 6:00pm; reservations are necessary, so please 

purchase your tickets now! 

SILENT AUCTION – Our sanctuary will be overflowing with a wide a cornuco-

pia of items for Auction. The Silent portion of the auction will be open from 

4:30pm-7:30pm and the Live Auction will begin at 7:00pm.  Be sure to 

come and bid on the offerings that interest you. Local merchants have do-

nated many of the items up for bid, as have numerous congregation mem-

bers.  How about golf at Twelve Oaks Country Club for a party of 4? Or 

tickets for college basketball, soccer or baseball? There’s also a week at a 

log cabin in the Poconos, a week at a lakefront cottage in northern Michi-

gan, or at a beach house in Emerald Isle for those who have wanderlust!! 

There is REALLY something for everyone – all sorts of services offered, in-

cluding  interior  painting, handyman help, cake baking, as well as photog-

raphy, fine art, and much, much more!  

ENTERTAINMENT – Music adds so much to the ambiance of the Festival, and 

so it is with great pleasure that we will present a wide variety of live mu-

sic, provided by GSUCC folks, throughout dinner. 

MARKETPLACE: 

 CHILDREN’S ROOM - Look for innovative new activities for the children in 

our Education Building beginning at  4:30pm. We will have face painting, 

craft kits and completed craft items for the  kids, as well as gently used 

Continued on next page  
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TheTheThe   
Pastor’s CornerPastor’s CornerPastor’s Corner   

The God of Ebb and Flow 
 

Henri Nouwen has a beautiful prayer I love and 
return to often called “To the God of Ebb and 

Flow” it begins like this: 
 

Dear Lord, today I thought of the words 

of Vincent Van Gogh: "It is true that 
there is an ebb and flow, but the sea re-
mains the sea." You are the sea. Al-

though I experience many ups and 
downs in my emotions and often feel 
great shifts and changes in my inner life, 

you remain the same. Your sameness is 
not the sameness of a rock, but the 
sameness of a faithful lover. Out of your 

love I came to life; by your love I am 

sustained; and to your love I am always 
called back. 

 
 Church life is a place we can experience a 
tremendous amount of ebb and flow, especially 

during pastoral transitions.  One sad part of 
that ebb is the loss of people we care about.  
Some of our youth have shared with me about 

missing Rev. Pat, some adults grieve the people 
who have recently chosen not to be a part of 
GSUCC, others still miss folks who left several 

years ago and wish they would come back.  
Though I did not personally know most of these 
people, I feel their absence too.  While we can-

not make people come back we can certainly 
continue to leave the door (wide!) open and 
pray that they find a faith community that is 

meaningful and life giving. 
 Even as some parts of our church life ebb, 
others flow.  Right now the nursery and chil-

dren’s Sunday school are over-flow-ing!  I am 
grateful that you all were forward thinking 

enough to hire two childcare workers and that 
you continue to give a gracious welcome to all 
the new faces that have been flowing through 

our doors.    Soon we will experience the flow 
of the Spirit of Stewardship as we prayerfully 
consider the things we are passionate about at 

Good Shepherd and the ways we are able to 
support the ministries at GSUCC.  And then 
there is the Harvest Fest where turkey and 

gravy, bids and good times will certainly be 
flowing! 
 I pray that in times of sadness and rejoicing, 

in times of ebb and flow, we remember that 
God is the God of all times.  Out of God’s love 
we came to life, are sustained, and always 

called back. 
      Blessings, 
              Carla 

toys  and children’s books for sale. Also, look 

at the Silent Auction for some amazing chil-

dren’s items that you may  just want to use as 

Christmas gifts for the little ones! 

 CRAFT & SMALL GIFT BOUTIQUE - With so 

many talented crafts people here at GSUCC, 

we expect an abundance  o f  h a n d m a d e 

items to fill this special Shoppe. Located in our 

Education Building  Library, the boutique will 

open  at 4:30pm and close at 7:30pm. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE – Love to cook 

and/or clean-up? The Deacons are coordinat-

ing the kitchen activities and food this year, 

and are looking for a number of men and 

women to help with food preparation and 

clean up. Look for the sign-up sheet in the 

Narthex or see Mike Roland to get your name 

on the sign-up sheet. If you find that serving 

is not an option feel free to participate by tak-

ing a feather from out Giving Turkey, located 

in the niche by the coffee bar, and return the 

item listed on the feather by Sunday, October 

13. 

PLEASE be sure to invite your neighbors, friends 

and family to come out and enjoy the fruits of our 

collective labor. Hope to see you there!! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

 Our ability to carry out Christ’s mission in the world is dependent upon the generosity of each of us.  

With new leadership, we have lots of exciting possibilities – help us make them a reality! 

I have personally taken the challenge to increase my financial commitment each year, as a percentage of 

income; I encourage all members to truly open their minds and hearts as they consider their pledge. 

 If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount you 

have pledged for the year (up or down) please contact us: Gordon Welles (treasurer@gsucc.org) or As-

sistant Treasurer Linda Lahre (llaman@aol.com) 

 Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts and but also for your gifts of time and talent.   
 

Offering Status as of August 31, 2013: 

For the month of August our total income was $13,231.84 and our total expenses were $16,621.21.  The 

income includes the following: Offering = 

$10,781.00, mission trip income = $709.26 

(returns of unexpended funds taken on trip) 

Christian Children’s Fund= $335.00, Schol-

arship Fund interest= $.13, building rental: 

$1,400, Funding for Unexpected Capital Ex-

penses=$334, interest from bank ac-

counts= $6.45. 

 The only noteworthy unusual expenses in 

August were for emergency clearing of 

sewer line at church ($650) and a larger 

than expected water bill for the church, which is being dealt with by the Properties Ministry. 
 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of August 31, 2013 
 
 

*Does not include special capital & mission trip expenses / special income 

 

If you have any questions about the church’s 

budget or anything provided in this report, please 

contact me. 

 

Thank you, 

Gordon Welles 

Email:  Treasurer@gsucc.org 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will? 

 

 October is our annual stewardship month; you will be hearing from your fellow 

church members each Sunday, and receiving letters from Stewardship Co-Chairs 

Linda Lahre and Kathy Boyer, asking you to prayerfully consider your financial 

commitment to Good Shepherd for 2014.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:llaman@aol.com
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When I first came to Good Shepherd United 
Church of Christ, I was new to the area.  All of 

my family and friends lived back home in Illi-
nois.  But GSUCC welcomed me with open arms 

and a blueberry pie.  How could I turn that 
down?  You have become my family, my com-

munity.  I believe in what we have to offer to 
other families in our community. 

 

I grew up in a church and went to Sunday 

school regularly and learned the stories in the 
Bible and the teachings of Jesus.  It was a good 

foundation to take me through my teens and 
college years.  It gave me the faith I needed to 

help me through the tough situations that arise 
during those years of exploration.  In raising my 

family, I wanted to give my kids the same spirit 
fed life and a foundation of hope and love that I 

knew they could fall back on.  I believe that 
Good Shepherd helps us grow in spirit-fed lives. 

 

Through the years, I have grown in my faith by 

participating in various adult education classes, 
Sunday school classes, small group activities 

and hearing inspirational Sunday sermons.  
There are ways we can put our faith into action 

by going on a Mission Trip, working at Dorcas, 
volunteering at Carying Place or The Carolina 

Rollergirls and learning how to better care for 
God’s Earth from Caring for Creation.  I believe 

that no matter where we are on life’s journey, 
Good Shepherd challenges us and offers us ways 

to be engaged. 

 

I truly enjoy our worship services.  The people 
are happy and inviting.  There is a hug and a 

smile for everyone.  The children are precious.  I 
am proud of our youth who participate in the 

service and return after college to lead the 
youth group and help in the nursery or sing in 

the choir.  The music and the voices of the choir 
are wonderful.  They have given me goose 

bumps and brought tears of joy to my eyes.  I 
can’t think of a better way to start off my week.  

I believe we genuinely have joyful worship. 

This year, our Stewardship Campaign is asking 
each of us to think about why “we believe” in 

Good Shepherd and how much it means to us to 
see that our mission continues and expands.  We 

are God’s hands in this world.  How can we do 
more as a body of Christ to see that His work is 

done? 

 

Each Sunday through October, we will hear a 
Stewardship Moment, where one or two of our 

own Good Shepherd family will give a brief state-
ment as to why they believe Good Shepherd has 

made a difference in their lives through commu-
nity, a spirit led life, by being challenged and en-

gaged, and through joyful worship.  Weekly de-
votionals will be provided along with a Sunday 

morning class, led by Pastor Carla, to help us fo-
cus on these aspects. 

Finally on Consecration Sunday, October 27, we 
will receive your pledges. 

 

Please be in prayer this month as you personally 

determine why you believe in Good Shepherd 
United Church of Christ and how God has called 

you to respond to our mission. 

 

Kathy Boyer, Co-Chair 

Stewardship Ministry 
 

We believe in……..We believe in……..  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Our October BirthdaysOur October BirthdaysOur October Birthdays   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a birthday in October and it is not 

listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and let us 

know. 

“Let's Go!” to... 

Beauty and the Beast 
By Karen Getz 

 Hey, everyone with tickets!  It's almost time 

for our October “Let's Go” event  –  the Beauty 

and the Beast performance at Durham Perform-

ing Arts Center!   The show 

starts at 6:30 pm on Sunday, 

October 13th.   For those of 

you interested in carpooling, 

please meet in the main 

church parking lot at  5:10 pm 

on that day. It promises to be 

an amazing performance! 

“Let’s Go” to… 

Les Misérables 
By Kathy Boyer 

 Les Misérables is coming to Raleigh Memorial 

Auditorium in February.  It’s a wonderful story 

of forgiveness, re-

demption and love 

along with beautiful 

music.  We would like 

to offer this as a Let’s 

Go! We are looking at 

Sunday, February 16.  

Tickets will cost 

around $40.  We 

need to have an idea 

of who all is inter-

ested ASAP to lock in 

our seats.  See Kathy 

Boyer for more infor-

mation 919-460-

8146. 

3    Chris Alberti 
3    Carolyn Lundin 

6    Sonja Bedi 

7    Karen Getz 

8    Stephanie Snyder 

10  Steven Jenkins 

10  David Prodehl 

15  Susie Oliver 

17  Charlotte Speltz 

19  Andrea Bedi 

22  Megan McElroy 

23  Leah Vaughan 

24  Jean Miller 

25  Joyce Faulkner 

29  Alexis Rice 

30  John Speltz 

Help Robin Finley Fight CancerHelp Robin Finley Fight CancerHelp Robin Finley Fight Cancer   
By Bob Bedi 

 Many of you are friends of Robin 

Finley, who is a long-time member of 
Good Shepherd and a long-time can-

cer survivor. Robin is in the midst of 
undergoing aggressive treatments that 

require her to fly to Chicago for 3 
days, every 2 weeks.  We pray for Robin and her 

medical providers and are optimistic that this 
protocol will have the desired effect.   

 If you’d like to converse with Robin or send 
her words of strength and encouragement, you 
can do so at grammarqueen1945@yahoo.com. 

There’s another great way you can help Robin in 
this fight. As you might imagine, ongoing travel 

to Chicago is expensive over time.  If you would 
like to donate some of your frequent flier mile-

age, that can help Robin hold down her costs.  
American Airlines, United Airlines and Southwest 

Airlines all have direct flights to Chicago, so they 
would be especially useful.  

If you would like to donate frequent flier mile-
age, please email Robin’s daughter Erin at 

erin@karlfamily.com.  She can answer any 
questions you may have and make the arrange-

ments.  
 Please continue to keep Robin and her family 

in your prayers and plan to welcome her at 
church in the coming weeks. Thank you! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:grammarqueen1945@yahoo.com
mailto:erin@karlfamily.com
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Communion  connecting with God 

 Music Notes Music Notes Music Notes  

It’s Time To Vote 
By Linda Velto 

 Favorite Hymn Month is coming up in Novem-

ber, and we need you to vote on your favorite 
hymns and songs. Ballots will be available in the 

bulletins during October. No 
absentee voting is allowed, 
but you can vote each week 

you attend worship in Octo-
ber. Plus you can select up to 

10 songs on each ballot! Dur-
ing November our worship 

music will include as many of 
your top choices as possible. 

Everyone is encouraged to 
vote—no registration or voter 

ID required! 

Harvest Festival/Women’s FellowshipHarvest Festival/Women’s FellowshipHarvest Festival/Women’s Fellowship   
Crafts/GiftsCrafts/GiftsCrafts/Gifts   

By Kathy Boyer 

 Women’s Fellowship will be hosting the Craft/
Gift Table for the Harvest Festival in the Library.  

We are still accepting items that you would like 
to donate.  These can range from craft items 

you have made, to gifts items you have never 
used. 

 Please bring your donated items to church by 
Sunday, October 13.  We will be setting up our 

room on Friday, October 18 at 7:00 PM.  All 
women who would 

like to help are in-
vited to join us. 

 Please contact us 
if you have any 

questions and also 
let us know what 

items you may have 
in mind for dona-

tion.  Thank you! 
 Kathy Boyer nckathyb@aol.com, Carolyn 

Lundin cr_lundin@nc.rr.com. 

By Barb Eilers 
 

 Associations and Conferences are bodies organ-

ized on a territorial basis to perform functions in 

accordance with the provisions of the Constitution 

and the Bylaws of the United Church of Christ 

(UCC).   

 There are three associations in the Southern 

Conference (SOC):  Western North Carolina Asso-

ciation (WNCA), Eastern North Carolina Association 

(ENCA) and Eastern Virginia Association (EVA). 

 Good Shepherd UCC (GSUCC), as a local 

church, and Carla Gregg as an ordained minister 

hold standing in the ENCA as described below: 

 The ENCA is the body which determines, con-

fers, and certifies to the standing of the Local 

Churches of the United Church of Christ within 

its area.  
 The ENCA grants authorization that is required 

for various forms of ministry in and on behalf of 

the Church. Such authorization is granted 

through the rite of ordination, through commis-

sioning, licensing, granting either ordained 

ministerial standing or ordained ministerial 

partner standing and other acts of authoriza-

tion. 

 When the ENCA meets, its voting membership 

includes the lay delegates selected by and repre-

senting the Local Churches (e.g GSUCC) and all 

Ministers holding standing.  Meetings of the Asso-

ciation are held at 

least annually. 

 Carla as our min-

ister and Barb Eilers 

as our lay delegate 

will be the GSUCC 

voting members at-

tending the October 

annual meeting.  All 

members and friends 

of GSUCC are en-

couraged to attend 

as visitors. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:nckathyb@aol.com
mailto:cr_lundin@nc.rr.com
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planned for a Friday Night or Saturday Brunch at mem-
ber’s homes during November. Participants will be asked 
to bring a dish, and hosts will provide drinks and dishes. 
Sunday lunch time after church at a local restaurant is also 
a possibility.  These groups will “think out loud together” 
about the entire book.  Sign-up sheets will be available at 
church in late October. Let Charlotte know your ideas!! 

Good Shepherd “Reading/Good Shepherd “Reading/Good Shepherd “Reading/
Listening” ProjectListening” ProjectListening” Project   

October Group ConversationsOctober Group ConversationsOctober Group Conversations   
By Charlotte Speltz  

How exciting it has been to have so many of 
us READING “the same page”! / How 

thrilling for me to LISTEN to Barbara Brown 
Taylor read her book! / How encouraging 
to talk with others about our spiritual lives! 

 Since March 2013 our “GOOD SHEPHERD 
READS” project has given many of us insights 

into everyday “altars” in our world where we can meet God.  
This month we will discuss the last three “spiritual practices” 
in Chapters 10, 11, and 12, on “Feeling Pain”, “Being Present 
to God”, and “Pronouncing Blessings”. 
 In October we will have the last of our planned “group 
conversations”.  The times for TWO of the group times have 
changed, due to conflicts with other activities. Perhaps 
some who may not have been able to participate yet will 
find one of the three following groups suitable. ALL ARE IN-
VITED!! 
 Sunday Night,  October 27, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. at the home 
of John & Charlotte Speltz, Apex.  Charlotte will facilitate.  
******[NOTE: Date changed from original Sunday Oct. 13.] 
 Tuesday Morning,  October 15, 10 – 11:30 a.m. at High 
House. Carla Gregg will facilitate. 
 Monday Night,  October 28, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m. at High 
House. Charlotte Speltz will facilitate. ******[NOTE: Date 
changed from Tuesday Oct. 15!!] 
 WHY HAVE WE BEEN READING and LISTENING?     Chris-
tian Education Ministry  wanted to provide planned oppor-
tunities for all of us (as readers/listeners/ doers AND  spiri-
tual beings) to talk with one another about “what is saving 
our life now” (in the words of Barbara Brown Taylor, AN 
ALTAR in the WORLD: A Geography of Faith,  Introduction, 
p. xvii). We chose a book which we thought met the follow-
ing criteria: 
a. understandable language and Biblical application 
b. everyday situations that everyone experiences 
c. well-written and well-organized for discussion topics 
d. thoughtful and thought-provoking  
 By the time this project ends we hope that EVERYONE 
will have had a “down to earth” conversation  (planned or 
unplanned) with at least one other person in our church (or 
outside it) about the spiritual practices in Taylor’s book.  If 
you did not get to read the book, perhaps someone would 
tell you about it! 
 WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?????  AN INVITATION COMING 
IN NOVEMBER!!!   
Sign up for either of TWO “Eat and Talk” groups being 

“Look! The whole world “Look! The whole world “Look! The whole world 
is following Jesus!”is following Jesus!”is following Jesus!”   

(John 12:19, CEV) 
47th Annual Gathering of the Eastern 

North Carolina Association UCC 
By Barb Eilers 

 The members and friends of GSUCC are in-

vited to the 2013 Annual Gathering of the East-

ern North Carolina Association on Saturday, Oc-

tober 12, 8:30 – 2:30 at United Church of Chapel 

Hill, 1321 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, Chapel 

Hill, NC. (United Church is approximately one 

mile south of I-40 Exit #266 or as you are going 

towards downtown Chapel Hill.) Registration, cof-

fee and conversation will begin at 8:30. Please 

contact Robin Miller, our church secretary, to ob-

tain a form for early registration.  Registration, 

which is $25.00, will also be available at the 

door. 

 The Rev. Elizabeth Leung, UCC Minister 

for Racial Justice, Justice and Witness Min-

istries, will be our keynote speaker. The Eastern 

North Carolina Association is an expression of 

God’s gift of diversity. The motto of the United 

Church of Christ adopted at our founding in 1957 

is Jesus’ prayer “that all may be one.” Living into 

that prayer is an on-going and perhaps -- until 

the reign of God arrives—never ending challenge. 

 There will be workshops on music, church vi-

tality, youth, the budgeting process, and technol-

ogy, just to name a few  

 The Rev. Yvonne Delk, a daughter of the 

Southern Conference, a former director of 

the UCC’s Office of Church and Society, and 

a worker for justice, will be our preacher. 

 The business agenda for our 46th Annual Gath-

ering of the Eastern North Carolina Association 

will include a report from the Church & Ministry 

Commission, the adoption of a 2014 Mission 

Spending Plan for the Association, a by-law 

change to clarify that ENCA Board members 

serve 3 year terms, nominations and the installa-

tion of new officers and board members. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Children  connecting with our future 

Crop WalkCrop WalkCrop Walk   
End Hunger NowEnd Hunger NowEnd Hunger Now   

By Carol St.Jean 

End Hunger Now! Good Shepherd has a team of 

walkers (GSUCC CROP Walk), including our 

pastor, Carla Gregg, participating in the Cary 

CROP Walk on Sunday October 6th. It’s not too 

late to join the team or sponsor a walker – in 

fact you can contribute to CROP walk anytime 

during the month of October.  This year 25% of 

funds raised 

support the 

food bank at 

Dorcas Minis-

tries; remain-

ing funds go to 

national and 

By Lisa LaJoie 

The October Book Club 

meeting will be held on the 

22nd, 7:30 p.m. at High 

House. The book for Sep-

tember is "Judgment Call" 

written by J.A. Jance, cho-

sen by Barb Newman. The Book Club is a great 

time for fellowship, good conversation, and fun! 

Please, come to the Book Club as we welcome 

one and all. 

Community  connecting be-

Here's the lineup of events: 
 

Sat. Oct 5th-  Volunteer Day at Dorcas Thrift 
Shop 11am-2pm 

 
Sat. Oct. 19th-  Harvest Festival at church 5pm

- until 
 

Sun. Oct. 27th- Annual Pumpkin Carving 5- 8 
pm (High House) B.Y.O.P 

 
 

And we have other 
opportunities for you 

to serve as Youth Li-
turgists and Sunday 

Schoo l  he lper s .  
Please see the sign 

up sheet on the God 
is Still Speaking 

Board in the sanctu-
ary. 

Youth GroupYouth GroupYouth Group   
Goings OnGoings OnGoings On   

By Amy Murray 
 

 Calling all middle and 

high schoolers!!  In October 
we have some great things 

going on, including two ser-
vice opportunities, and a 

fun social event! 
 Join us and bring a 

friend! It's a BYOP (bring 
your own pumpkin) for our 

pumpkin carving event. 

international hunger relief efforts. The walk 

starts at Christ the King Lutheran Church in 

Cary. Registration begins at 1:30 p.m. and the 

5K walk begins at 2:00 p.m. Carol St. Jean is 

team captain for Good Shepherd. Contact her 

for more information, clstjean27@gmail.com. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TR/2013FallCROPHungerWalk/TR-Fall2013?pg=team&fr_id=17848&team_id=90319
mailto:clstjean27@gmail.com
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Thank You P ip !Thank You P ip !Thank You P ip !    
By Robin Miller 

As you may or may not be aware, we outsource 
almost all of our large volume or specialty 

printing and copying needs to PIP Printing, lo-
cated here in Cary on Chatham Road.  They 

print, fold, and cut our weekly bulletins and 
prayer lists, many of the inserts, the newslet-

ters we mail to our shut-ins, Carla’s business 
cards, as well as help us with other projects like 

the tickets for Harvest Festival.  They are great 
to work with, incredibly knowledgeable, and a 

real blessing to the administrative aspects of 
our ministry here at Good Shepherd.  Thanks, 

PIP Printing! 

The Carying Place 101The Carying Place 101The Carying Place 101   
By Debbie Rivenbark 

 

 Three or four times a year, 

you hear requests in church for 

donations of food and volun-

teers for serving dinner at the 

Carying Place. And ten percent 

of our proceeds from the Har-

vest Festival will be donated to 

the Carying Place. What ex-

actly is the Carying Place? Who 

are we serving dinner to? 

 The Carying Place works to help make a dif-

ference in the lives of families who are suffer-

ing from financial hardships and are or may 

soon be homeless. Thanks to the hard work of 

volunteers and the continued financial support 

from corporations and individuals, they are 

able to provide services to families struggling 

to regain financial stability and independent 

living. 

 The  Cary ing 

P l a c e  t e a c he s 

homeless families 

with children the 

necessary life skills 

for attaining inde-

pendent living while providing short-term 

housing support services. Through financial 

assistance and counseling in life skills, they 

seek to help people work toward self-reliance 

and growth. Each family accepted into the pro-

gram is paired with a volunteer team, which 

works with the family to develop a personal-

ized plan for self-sufficiency. The Carying Place 

will train volunteers who wish to contribute 

their time and skills in a variety of areas. 

 Carying Place families attend required class 

sessions one evening each week. Several area 

churches take turns providing a meal for the 

weekly sessions. GSUCC partners with Cary 

First to serve meals approximately quarterly.  

 More information about The Carying Place, 

including ways you can get involved, is avail-

able at http://www.thecaryingplace.org/. 

Women’s Fellowship RetreatWomen’s Fellowship RetreatWomen’s Fellowship Retreat   
“Girlfriends Gathering” Saturday October 5 

PROGRAM TITLE:  “HERE’S TO THE GIRLS!!” 

By Barb Newman and Charlotte Speltz 
 

Twenty-one (21) women plan to attend the FALL 

2013 WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP RETREAT! They 

will gather on the covered porch (Castor Chapel) 

at Agape Center near Fuquay Varina, NC.  

 Carpooling from different places is being 

planned to the site, which is about 45 minutes 

away. The main carpool will leave from Good 

Shepherd UCC parking lot at 9:00 a.m.  All par-

ticipants will receive emails with directions. 

 Arrival time is scheduled for 9:45 - 10:00 

a.m.  Closing activities will end at 3:00 p.m. Fa-

cilitators are Claire Jenkins and Charlotte Speltz. 

 Most materials will be provided. Lunch will be 

prepared by the Agape staff. Participants should 

bring the following items: 

1. a photo of herself with a friend 

2. a quote on friendship OR a book on friend-

ship that has been meaningful to them. 

3. A copy of Taylor’s An Altar in the World (if 

they have one) OR  a copy of their Bible (No 

need to bring both) 
 

REMINDER: FALL 2014 Retreat is  

October 3-5, 2014!! 

Put the date on your calendar NOW!! 

Don’t Miss the Next One!! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.thecaryingplace.org/
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Thank you to Nancy Henderson, Gloria Hormuth, 

Susie Oliver, Nan Nelson, Linda Velto, Margaret 

Velto and Gordon Welles for volunteering  at the 

Carolina Rollergirls game on September 7th! Our 

relationship with CRG continues to grow, and 

they appreciate our years of support. Our next 

opportunity to help is November 23rd.  

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

Update on YohanisUpdate on YohanisUpdate on Yohanis   
By Susie Oliver 

 Thanks to all who contributed to help provide 
money for Yohanis Bekele, the boy in Ethiopia, 

Africa we sponsor through ChildFund Interna-
tional.  As a result of the generosity of our con-

gregation, we recently sent $350 for his basic 
support, $50 for his birthday and $150 for 

Christmas.  The basic support provides practical 
tangible benefits including nutritious food, 

It’s a Boy!It’s a Boy!It’s a Boy!   
 

By Linda Velto 

Seven is a new fa-
ther! Zhang Qishuo 

( E n g l i s h  n a m e 
“Josh”) was born on 

Augus t  25  i n 
Chengdu, China. 

Seven and his wife, 
Xuyan, are settling 

into their new life as 
parents, which he describes as both “magic” 

and “chaotic.” He was able to take 15 days 
leave from work, and since then Xuyan has had 

help from her 
parents during 

the day. Seven 
asked that his 

greetings and 
happy news be 

passed on to eve-
ryone at Good 

Shepherd. He 
says, “Please let 

them know I'm 
very sorry not able to write to them one by one 

at this moment. I think they would under-
stand.” If you would like to send notes of con-

gratulations to Seven, his e-mail is 
zhangzhiqi@hotmail.com.  

school supplies, school uniforms, health care 
and clean water.  The birthday and Christmas 

money is used for his other greatest needs. 
 Yohanis’ father died within the past year.  

That has had a great impact on him since his 
father previously supported their family of three 

(earning about $400 per year).  His mother, who 
stayed at home, is now working to support 

them, supplemented by the money we provide. 
 We received a note from his interpreter this 

summer thanking us for bookmarks, a notebook 
and stickers that the youth sent him.  Yohanis is 

now in the fifth grade and will be 12 years old 
on October 9.  Where he lives, the rainy season 

that runs from the end of June through Septem-
ber is just ending.  Farmers have been plowing 

and planting crops and vegetables. Poor soil and 
lack of modern farming methods limit their har-

vests of corn, sorghum and beans. Living condi-
tions are very harsh. 

 We pray the funds we contributed will make a 
difference in helping Yohanis remain healthy and 

in obtaining an education to develop skills for 
the future.  We are thankful for those who con-

tributed and hope that his life will be made eas-
ier and his future brighter as a result of our sup-

port. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:zhangzhiqi@hotmail.com
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441; FAX 919-468-9668 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Staff 

Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg 

Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 

Moderator: Rob Lundin 

Secretary: Robin Miller 

Pianist: Linda Velto 

Choir Director: Carla Gleason 

Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 

Custodian: Mary Barker 

Newsletter Editor: Nanette Nelson 
 

Office Hours: 

Senior Pastor: W 10am-2 pm 

Secretary: M, T, W, Th 9am – 12pm 

FOLLOW US ON  
FACEBOOK & 

TWITTER!!! 

We would like to expand our effort to share 
our produce with needy families in the area. 

These are just a few things we are doing to 
help promote good stewardship of Creation.  
We invite you to join us and consider coming 

to our monthly meetings.  We sincerely believe 
we are one of the most fun committees at 
GSUCC.  

Creation Corner 

By Jean Miller 

 

The Caring for Creation group offers a number of 
opportunities for you to become involved with 

and learn about environmental issues.  

Wake Up Wednesday  We meet on the second 
Wednesday of each month to listen to a speaker 

about an environmental issue.  We meet at High 
House starting at 6, eat a quick bite, then listen 
to the speaker from about 6:15-7:15.  We have 

speakers from both within our  congregation and 
from a variety of organizations.  Generally the 
talks have been informative and we enjoy our-

selves.  We invite you to join us and bring your 
kids if they are interested in the topics. 

Adopt-A-Spot  In conjunction with the proper-

ties ministry, we have “adopted” a mile long 
length of the Black Creek Greenway, starting at 
High House and Maynard and winding south 

from that intersection.  We will be doing quar-
terly litter sweeps and our first one is Oct. 26 at 
noon.  We will meet at High House and Maynard 

and proceed to walk the Greenway.  Please join 
us as we enjoy a stroll and help the community 
at the same time. 

Start Up Community Garden  Please think 
about joining our nascent community garden ef-

fort and attending our first planning meeting in 
January.  We plan to discuss the garden at our 
Wake Up Wednesday hour in January.  At that 

time, we will begin to discuss plantings and gar-
den organization.  With a few hours of time (5-
10 hours/growing season) you could help grow 

organic produce for your home and to share.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
https://twitter.com/GSUCC_CaryNC

