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THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE 
“. . . The sheep follow the shepherd, for they know his voice.” – John 10:4 

Palm Sunday 
 April 13, 10:30am: We will gather outside to begin our worship and 

process into the sanctuary waving palm branches as did Jewish pil-
grims arriving in Jerusalem for the Passover holiday. We will recall the 

story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem that sent “the whole city into tur-
moil.”  

Maundy Thursday 
 Thursday, April, 17, 7:30pm: Join us at Covenant Christian Church, 

2911 SW Cary Pkwy, where the story of Jesus’ last Passover meal with 
his disciples will be remembered through songs, readings and com-

munion. We will share communion together, and then experience the 
Tenebrae, the “falling of shadows,” as we revisit the events of Jesus’ 
life which followed the last supper up to the time of his crucifixion.  

Holy Saturday  
 Saturday, April 19, 7pm–midnight: The sanctuary will host a prayer 

vigil. Each hour will have a particular theme but also provide for ex-
tended silence. 7pm - Taize, 8pm - Passion readings, 9pm - Psalms 
and music, 10pm - Crucifixion reflections, 11pm - Prayer stations. 

Easter Sunday  I am the Life and the Resurrection! 
 7:30am: Join us for our Early Worship Celebration. We will begin 

outside as we enkindle the light in the memorial garden but process 
inside and decorate the Flower Cross with flowers from your gardens.  
The Praise Band will lead some favorite rousing Easter hymns and our 

worship will conclude with a celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
 8:30am: After the early service, join members and friends around tables 

for our popular Pancake Breakfast! Headed by the Lundins with assis-

tance by the GSUCC Youth Sous Chefs, the breakfast includes world-

famous pancakes, sausage, a wide variety of syrups, orange juice and cof-

fee. Breakfast is served 8:30-9:30am.  
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TheTheThe   
Pastor’s CornerPastor’s CornerPastor’s Corner   

 
Ce-le-brate Good Times,  

Come On!  
 

By Carla Gregg 

 It would be ridiculous for a pastor to ac-
cept a call to a church because they have an 

Easter Bonnet contest, right? But I would be 
lying if I said that a picture of adults in silly 

bonnets did not have an impact on my deci-
sion to say yes to Good Shepherd one year 
ago on April 14th. What it told me was that 

this was a congregation who liked to cele-
brate, have fun, and be joyful. Of course 

there are poignant times of remembrance, 

expressions of sorrow, and moments of 

struggle and in my experience, the congrega-
tion does not shy away from those. But at 

Harvest Fest, my installation, the Ash 
Wednesday dinner and even workday 
lunches, I continue to notice that sharing joy 

in community is part of who we are. The 
Easter season is a time to do that exponen-

tially! We’ll do that on Easter morning with 
glorious music, yummy pancakes, and hilari-
ous bonnets. We’ll do that the Sunday follow-

ing Easter with our holy humor service and 
the surprises it holds. We’ll even do that 

when our vitality team meets this Spring to 
lay out our goals for the year that begins in 
June. We’ll celebrate when we recognize 

teachers, graduates, and third graders.  We’ll 
celebrate each week in worship when we lift 

up our prayers of thanksgiving. In addition to 
these communal celebrations, I hope that 

you will find other times to share joy with 
one another, for this sharing is one of the 
threads that weaves us together as a church. 

This does not mean that all our days are 
happy or that nothing in life weighs us down. 

We celebrate in the knowledge that the Good 
News of Easter extends beyond our daily life, 
beyond our sorrow, and even beyond death. 

In this Easter season, let’s celebrate! 

Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

 9:30am: Children won’t want to miss the 

annual Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by the 

youth group. Children are encouraged to 

bring their own baskets and to join in the fun 

of seeking goodie-filled eggs which have been 

hidden around the church property. 

Next is the annual GSUCC Easter Bonnet 

Parade and Contest. Do you have a hobby 

or passion you’d like to express? Put it on a 

bonnet, and compete for the highly coveted 

first, second and third place prizes, awarded 

by Youth Group judges. The only rule is that 

the bonnet must be able to sit on your head 

for judging! Be as outrageous and creative as 

you can. 

 10:30am: the Easter Festival Service, a 

traditional worship service for all ages. 

Through favorite hymns, resurrection stories, 

lifting our prayers and sharing the Sacrament 

of Communion, we will celebrate how Christ 

rose from the dead in Jerusalem, and look for 

the signs of his rising in the world around us. 

Bring your family, your neighbors, your 

friends! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

Check Your Statements 

At some point during April, you will be receiving your first quarter giving statements 
from the church, covering the first three months of 2014.  Please review the state-

ments carefully, and let us know if you have questions.  We have been known to make mistakes (I 
know that’s difficult to believe!) 

Offering Status as of February 28, 2014: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of February 28, 2014 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

*Does not include special capital & mission trip expenses / special income 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything  

provided in this report, please contact me. 
 

Thank you, 

Gordon Welles     Email:  Treasurer@gsucc.org 

Have you considered including  

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will? 

Alert Us to Changes 
If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 

you have pledged for the year (up or down) please contact us: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org) or Linda Lahre   (llaman@aol.com) 

Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!   
   

Thanks to all of you 
not only for your 
monetary gifts and but 

also for your gifts of 
time and talent. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:Treasurer@gsucc.org
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 Fellow Stewardship Ministry member Brenda 
Van Lunen brings this article to us; it caught her 

attention, and I believe it will catch yours – and 
make you think. 
 The author is Scott Adams, of “Dilbert” comic 

strip fame, a brilliant satirist of corporate culture 
and related phenomena – and a declared athe-
ist. He is supposedly reviewing his newest book, 

“Stick to Drawing Comics, Monkey Brain!” but 
along the way he has some interesting points to 
make on the blog “Simple Living for Just Giving: 
Thoughts on Investing in the Kingdom of God.”  

The entire article can be accessed at: 
http://economicdiscipleship.com/2011/01/26/
book-review-stick-to-drawing-comics-monkey-

brain/ 
What follows is a selected excerpt: 
 “I see that … (you are) not only about saving 

money, but also the morality of giving money 
away. Let me ask you folks a simple question: 
Who is holier — Mother Teresa or Bill Gates?  Let 

me begin by pointing out that on Mother 
Teresa’s side of the ledger is her lifetime of spiri-
tual inspiration and helping the poor.  Not too 

shabby. 
 On Bill Gates’ side, we have his targeted phi-
lanthropy — for vaccines and whatnot — that 

will probably end up saving the lives of 100 mil-
lion people. And he has already convinced his 
good friend Warren Buffet, and perhaps others, 

to do similar things with their own fortunes. So 
let’s add another 100 million people saved by 
Bill Gates’ secondary effects. You could talk me 
down to an estimate of 10 million eventual 

saved lives, but still, it’s a big number. 
 If you can answer the above question, then 
we can move onto who would win in a fight be-

tween Santa and Jesus. I won’t tell you my fa-
vorite answer, but it’s in my book …. 
 Finally, let me ask you: What Would Trump 

Do? If my religion were based on the teachings 
of Donald Trump, I would try to make a lot of 
money and keep it all. And I’d feel good about it 

because I was being true to my beliefs. I’d hate 
to go through life feeling like a hypocrite. Non-
believers have it good, too. They can keep their 

money or give it away — whatever feels right. 

 Things get trickier when you base your 
religion on a nice fellow who wants you to 

give most of your money to the poor. How 
do you justify buying a third television set 
when people in New Orleans are living in 

rolled-up carpets? That’s not a rhetorical 
question. I actually wonder about the an-
swer. Here are some of my best guesses 

about your rationalization: 

 Jesus likes me better than poor people. 

He’d approve of my second iPod. 

 If I give a poor person a fish, he’d only 

eat for a day anyway. What’s one day? 

 I give 10 percent of my money to char-

ity. God says that’s exactly the right 

amount. Eleven percent would anger 

God. 

 Poor people are lazy or crazy. My money 

won’t fix that. 

 There’s a loophole in the Bible that says 

I can keep my money. Woo-hoo! 

 I am bad at economics and I am con-

vinced that keeping my money stimu-

lates the economy and helps poor peo-

ple indirectly. 
 
Am I missing any reasons?” 
 

 What sort of interesting justifications do we 
provide for what we give – to our church and 
other causes we believe to be a true expression 

of our need to be Christ’s disciples in word and 
actions? Personally, I know I don’t challenge 
myself enough – so it’s good to be challenged by 

others – particularly from a voice – and a funny 
one, at that – that delivers God’s message in a 
unique way. 

 I hope you will think about what your own 

response to Scott Adams would be - and if it 

changes your answer to God. 

From an Atheist 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://economicdiscipleship.com/2011/01/26/book-review-stick-to-drawing-comics-monkey-brain/
http://economicdiscipleship.com/2011/01/26/book-review-stick-to-drawing-comics-monkey-brain/
http://economicdiscipleship.com/2011/01/26/book-review-stick-to-drawing-comics-monkey-brain/
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 When Dan and Janet Edwards joined 

GSUCC in February, many of us were sur-

prised. We thought they were already mem-

bers since they have been actively involved in 

our church for several years, with Dan serv-

ing on the Outreach Ministry and Janet teach-

ing the Sunday school music unit. 

 Dan and Janet first visited GSUCC in March 

2010 shortly after moving to Cary. They had 

intended to shop around for a church but felt 

very much at home from the start and never 

made it to their second choice!  Since they 

come from very diverse religious back-

grounds, they appreciate 

the diversity in belief and 

interpretation at Good 

Shepherd. Janet said they 

took joining the church 

very seriously and didn’t 

jump into joining right 

away. We are glad they 

are now “officially” GSUCC 

members. 

 In his youth, Dan was a 

member of the Lutheran 

Church (LCA). Janet was 

Presbyterian, but when 

her parents decided that was not fundamen-

tal enough, they joined a "Bible church." 

Since getting married, Dan and Janet have 

been members of Baptist, Congregational and 

UCC churches. 

 Janet and Dan met as graduate students at 

the University of Missouri--Columbia. Janet 

said they first saw each other at a 10 K race. 

 Prior to moving to Cary, they lived in 

Lowell, Michigan (near Grand Rapids) for 13 

years. Janet is originally from St. Louis, Mis-

souri, and Dan is from Tamaqua, Pennsyl-

vania.  

 Dan is an ecotoxicologist for BASF, The 

Chemical Company. Janet owns a small busi-

ness called "Music with a Purpose" that in-

volves providing music therapy at nursing 

homes and assisted living facilities. She is 

planning to get involved in more facilities in 

the future. Janet is proposing to support some 

Sunday morning services at these facilities 

since many of the people enjoy and need 

church in their life and have no other opportu-

nity. 

 In his spare time, Dan likes gardening, run-

ning, hiking and golf. He is an officer of 

Carylina Toastmasters Club. 

Janet enjoys playing music, 

tennis, walking and home 

decorating.  They both like 

to float around in local lakes 

on their inflatable kayaks. 

 Their younger daughter, 

Jesse, is a freshman at 

Apex High School and a 

member of our youth group. 

She runs in the Apex track 

team and cross country 

team. She also participates 

in Project Unify, which is a program that al-

lows special needs kids to interact with inter-

ested mainstream students at the high school. 

Nora, their older daughter, graduated from 

high school in 2012 and is working at Panera 

while she finds herself. 

 The Edwards have a friendly beagle named 

Annie. Annie's mission in life is to keep the 

world safe from rabbits. When she is not doing 

that she likes to be petted and relax to the 

max. 

 We are fortunate to have the Edwards in 

our church family and welcome them as new 

members! 

MEET THE MEMBERS:  

DAN AND JANET EDWARDS By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Carla Gregg 
 

 On April 9 we will begin online sign-ups for 
the May roles of welcomer, adult liturgist, and 
youth liturgist in worship. We are using the web-

site VolunteerSpot and our secretary Robin will 
send out an email to the listserv that will enable 
you to sign up online from the convenience of 

your computer. No more remembering to sign 
up on Sunday while enjoying your snack and 
VolunteerSpot will automatically send you a re-

minder email. Once you’ve signed up, you can 
also sync it to your electronic calendar. 
 Want to assist in worship but don’t want to 

sign up online? No worries! There will still be a 
hard copy available on Sundays where you can 
sign up or you can call Robin in the office and 

she will sign you up. 
 We love involving the whole congregation in 
offering welcome, reading scripture, and leading 
prayers and we hope that this will facilitate even 

more participation! 

...Out to the Ball Game! 
By Lisa Mead 

Join us for Faith & Family Night at Durham 
Bulls Stadium 
 

What: Bulls vs Scranton Rail Riders (affiliated 

with NY Yankees) 
 

When: Saturday, April 26.  Game starts at 
5:05pm. 
 

Cost:  $10/seat 
 

In Addition: Because it is Faith & Family night, 

you can pay an additional $2/person to enter 
the field at 2:30 to attend a concert featuring 

music from 2 local Christian 
bands as part of the Faith & 

Family Night tour.  Please 
contact Lisa Mead for sign 

up information, which is 
also posted on the table in 

the narthex.  Sign up is due 
by the first Sunday in April. 

By Gordon Welles 
 The apparent success of last year’s first ever 

“ministry fair” led the Church Council to encour-
age an encore – so we did!  As was the case last 

year, each of the church’s ministries, and some 
additional groups within the church, prepared 

displays that helped generate a discussion (and 
hopefully some volunteers) around the duties of 

various church members that are essential to 
our efforts to work as a community of faith in 

the world.  Thanks particularly to the Christian 
Education folks (esp. Karen Getz) for providing 

passports and stickers, which provided an op-
portunity to engage the children in a discussion 

of our duties.  Combined with the special treats 
provided at a number of the displays and the 

opportunity for fellowship, the event allowed for 
a different sort of dialogue about how our 

church works.  We hope it opened your minds to 
possible ways your passions and church needs 

intersect! 

By Carolyn Lundin 

 

 GSUCC 4th Annual 

Harvest Dinner, Crafts, 

Silent and Live Auctions 

& More—aka Harvest 

Fest. Saturday, October 

18, 2014 

 

 Mark your calendars - our 4th Annual Harvest 

Dinner, Crafts, Silent and Live Auctions will be 

held on Saturday, October 18. 

 This is a great time to begin soliciting dona-

tions from your favorite businesses. A letter pro-

viding the recommended request on GSUCC letter 

head has been conveniently posted on the church 

web site for you to complete and print.  

 And yes, unused presents are welcome, too. 

Some items may complement another and can be 

combined to make the sum greater than the indi-

vidual parts. 

 Contact Gail Stonefield, Lynn McElroy or Caro-

lyn Lundin to discuss where you should place (non

-perishable) items for us to store until October or 

when you receive confirmation from a business so 

that we can acknowledge their contribution. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Carolyn Lundin 

 On Thursday March 

27 the women of 

GSUCC got together to 

make pot pies for those 

who may have need in 

the future.  

 The next two meet-

ings for Women's Fel-

lowship will take place 

on Saturdays. We hope 

this will allow some 

women in the church to 

attend who are typically 

unable to meet on 

weeknights. 

 Please join us for some fellowship and light 

refreshments at High 

House on Saturday, 

April 26 from 10am to 

noon while we gain 

tips about saving 

money with coupons 

from Lisa Mead. 

 All women in the church are also invited to 

take part in a High 

Tea the afternoon of 

Saturday, May 17, 

from 1 to 3pm at 

High House. Closer 

to that date a sheet 

will be placed in the 

church narthex for attendees to sign-up to 

bring a specific item from the menu for all to 

share. This will be an 

RSVP event. Mark your 

calendars now and check 

the May newsletter for 

more details as plans are 

finalized. 

By Kathy Boyer 
 One of the best ways to feel connected and 

feel as though you are part of the family of Good 
Shepherd UCC is to become part of a Ministry or 
committee. 

 When I first started attending GSUCC, I had 
small children, so I helped out in the Sunday 
School classes as a teacher. I got to know the 

other kids and parents with children. Later, I be-
came part of the Christian Ed Ministry to help de-
sign the programs my kids were taking part in. 
As they grew, I helped out in Youth Group. 

 I became a member of the Council so that I 
could understand, the month-to-month chal-
lenges the church faced and how I could use my 

gifts to help in the areas I felt comfortable in. I 
joined Ministries that seemed to be struggling in 
seeking new members, so that I could help where 

I could. 
 On my journey I got to know so many people; 
the founding members, people at my stage in life 

and the new people with wonderful new ideas 
and visions for our future. 
 We have many places where you can use your 

gifts to help our church continue in its mission to 
each other, the outside community and the world 
beyond. All of the ministries; Deacons, Christian 

Ed, Fellowship, Outreach, Property, Social Minis-
tries, and Stewardship need new people with 
fresh ideas. 

 The Nominating Committee will be meeting to 
seek out people in the coming month, to fill the 
empty positions on the various Ministries. If there 
is a place where you feel called to serve, you 

may contact Kathy Boyer, Thelma Faulk, Mary 
Leong or Mike Carney. It can be very rewarding 
to fill a position where your gifts and interests are 

needed. Your Good Shepherd family needs you. 
Where do you feel called to help? 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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UPDATE on WOMEN’S FALL 
2014 RETREAT 

 

Friday, October 3 – Sunday, October 5, 

2014 
By Charlotte Speltz 

 At this writing 17 women have registered for 
the Fall Retreat! Several more are on the “wait 

and see” list. We have secured 2 additional 
rooms, and Trinity Center will add cots if more 
women decide to join us, so the potential exists 

for 24 women to attend!! Charlotte Speltz 
jspeltz@nc.rr.com has registration blanks. 
 The first payment of $50.00 is due by April 

5, unless you plan to pay the full amount of 
$167.00. Your check should be made to “GOOD 
SHEPHERD U.C.C.” with “Women’s Fellowship 

Retreat” on the memo line. Partial scholarships 
are available. Contact Carolyn Lundin or Kathy 
Boyer for more information.  

 The theme for our retreat will be 
“Finding OUR STORY in the story of Ruth 

and Naomi: Moments in Every Woman’s 
Life. The idea for our theme comes from Joan 
Chittister’s book The Story of Ruth (2000). In 

her book the lives of Ruth and Naomi provide 
examples of 12 moments that every woman 
faces: Loss, Change, Transformation, Aging, In-

dependence, Respect, Recognition, Insight, Em-
powerment, Self-Definition, Invisibility, and Ful-
fillment.  
 Women will spend Friday and Saturday nights 

at the Trinity Center, Salter Path, NC (about 3 
hours away). Together we will share 3 meals on 
Saturday and Sunday break-

fast. We will carpool on Fri-
day night and eat supper 
along the route. An “Arrival 

Gathering” around 9pm will 
begin our weekend. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:jspeltz@nc.rr.com
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Our April BirthdaysOur April BirthdaysOur April Birthdays   
 

2 Ian Stonefield 
5 Sharath Gadde 

5 Kathy Uebel 
8 Toby Holleman 

8 Linda Leuser 
8 Anne Mackie 

8 Mike Rowland 
14 Iryn Nelson 

17 Margaret Velto 
 

If you have a birthday in April and it is 

not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 
and let us know. 

 The Book Club will meet 
April 22, 7:30 

pm, at High 
House. The 

book for April 
is “Room” by 

Emma 
Donoghue and was chosen by Kathy 

Boyer. The Book Club is a great time 
for fellowship, good conversation, 

and fun! Please, come to the Book 
Club as we welcome one and all. 

 For those of you who want to 
plan ahead, May’s pick for the book 

club will be “It's Not About the 
Money,” by Brent Kessel chosen by 

Janet Edwards. 

We would like to thank Good Shepherd for 

remembering our family with thoughts and 
prayers, phone calls and cards surrounding 

the death of our son-in-law Philip Ingram.  
We are grateful, and want you to know that 
the acceptance of Phil’s passing at 58 has 

been made easier by all of you. 
 

    With love in Christ, 
    Kathy and Jack Uebel 

    Ginny Ingram and Sarah 
    Grace (Ingram) Carter  
       and Anthony Carter 

 

Property Ministry 
Thanks You!! 

By Amy Murray 
 A great big thanks from the Properties ministry 

to all who came out on our recent church workday 

to work on the building and 

grounds. It was a beautiful 

day and many projects were 

accomplished.  To name a 

few:  sandbox removed from 

the playground and replaced 

with mulch, tall weeds re-

moved from the ditch, bushes and trees trimmed, 

light bulbs replaced with more energy efficient 

ones, windows washed, High House bathroom 

renovation continued, and 

much needed weeding done in 

beds. As the saying goes, many 

hands made light work and the 

church and grounds are much 

improved! 

Good Shepherd Award 2014 Good Shepherd Award 2014 Good Shepherd Award 2014    
Goes to Dave SniffinGoes to Dave SniffinGoes to Dave Sniffin   

By Susie Oliver 
It is with great appreciation and pleasure we announce the 
Good Shepherd Award has been made to Dave Sniffin. The 
Good Shepherd Award is given by the Church Council to rec-
ognize individuals who play an important part in the life of 
our church family. Dave works quietly in the background to 
keep the physical side of GSUCC in good shape. Whenever 
something needs to be repaired, replaced or figured out, he 
is right there involved in planning and doing the work. You 
will see him on nights and weekends in and around our 
buildings working on electrical, mechanical, construction or 
other jobs. He has served on the Properties Ministry for a 
number of years. In addition, he has led our church’s efforts 
in working with Habitat for Humanity, as well as participated 
as one of the work crew leaders for the WV mission trip. 

Please join us in show-
ing your appreciation to 
Dave for all he does and 
continues to do at Good 
Shepherd. The plaque 
containing the names of 
all the recipients of this 
award is in the narthex. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Communion  connecting with God 

By Carla Gleason 

 After more than 20 years of service, many of 

our red hymnals are worn out. The music commit-

tee started evaluating potential replacements last 

fall. A new hymnal is now being planned! 

  The new hymnal needs to reflect Good Shep-

herd UCC in many ways: a broad theological 

viewpoint; appeal to our diversity in age, race, 

and culture; be gender balanced; and include tra-

ditional as well as contemporary music, in a way 

that respects our past while embracing our future. 

In addition, we want a replacement hymnal that 

will contain our favorite & frequently-used music. 

Ideally, it will minimize duplication with the 

Gather hymnal, and if possible, allow us to elimi-

nate the songbook by inclusion of our favorites in 

the new hymnal. 

 After reviewing the current hymnal, we 

found a large number of hymns have never 

been used at Good Shepherd. Several al-

ternates were considered. The New Cen-

tury Hymnal (NCH) is the current UCC 

Hymnal, and emphasizes gender inclusive 

language. But many in our congregation do 

not care for it. The NCH relies heavily on 

gender neutralization, which eliminates 

male and female references when describ-

ing God and Christ. As a result the lyrical 

changes often seem forced and awkward. It also 

includes many hymns in foreign languages, which 

GSUCC likely would not use. 

 We also reviewed the Chalice Hymnal, which is 

from the Disciples of Christ. This hymnal uses 

both inclusive and balanced gender language, 

which compliments male references with female 

ones, along with non-gendered references. It also 

contains a good mix of traditional and new music. 

However, we found there is some music duplica-

tion with the Gather hymnal. The non-

denominational version of this hymnal is blue, 

which would be a little awkward . Our biggest 

concern with this hymnal is that the final printing 

was done in 2011, so limited stock is available. 

Once we have the funds for purchase, this hymnal 

may no longer be available. 

 The hymnal the music committee selected is 

Hymns of Truth and Light. This hymnal is pub-

lished by a UCC church in Houston Texas, and is 

used in over 100 churches across the US. This 

hymnal uses gender-balanced text and contains 

many hymns from our current hymnal, along with 

some newer music. The standard cover color is 

red. But the deciding factor that makes Hymns of 

Truth and Light the obvious choice for Good Shep-

herd UCC is that we can customize the hymnal 

with additional music of our choice. This allows us 

to ensure our favorite music is included, and may 

allow us to eliminate the songbook. If we choose 

to customize, we can also customize the cover 

with the Good Shepherd 6C’s logo to create a 

hymnal that is truly our own. 

 However, by selecting Hymns of Truth and 

Light, there is a significant amount of work re-

quired to prepare our supplement and have our 

hymnals included in the next printing, which is in 

January 2015. This is a very tight deadline! 

 The congregation’s input is needed to 

select the hymns and songs to include in 

our 32 page supplement. The music com-

mittee has already reviewed the entire 

contents of the red hymnal, as well as the 

songbook, and identified over 90 song 

candidates that have been used in ser-

vices at GSUCC. As many people have 

trouble remembering a hymn without 

hearing it, we are planning two after-

service ‘hymn sing’ events to review this 

list. These are tentatively scheduled for April 27 

and May 4. Paper ballots will be available for use 

at the hymn sings. We also plan a survey online 

for voting. 

 In addition to the feedback, some other consid-

erations will determine the final supplement con-

tents. Copyright permissions will have to be ob-

tained by GSUCC, and permission, cost, and ap-

proval of text alterations may determine if a song 

is selected for inclusion. Another consideration is 

the frequency of use in services; an Easter hymn 

might better be included as a bulletin supplement, 

so that music that will be used throughout the 

year can be included in the hymnal. 

 Once we can provide a list of supplement can-

didates, the publisher will assist us in identifying 

the copyright holders, but GSUCC is responsible 

for obtaining copyright permissions for any music 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Linda Velto 
 After a day filled with flowers and bonnets, 
children laughing as they hunt for eggs, and 

joyful songs with dozens of alleluias, the Sun-
day after Easter can seem like a downer. But it 
doesn’t have to be! At Good Shepherd we cele-
brate Holy Humor Sunday, a modern adaptation 

of a centuries-old tradition. Corny jokes, silly 

By Susie Oliver 

 One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is one of 
four special mission offerings of the United 

Church of Christ, providing hope to people 
throughout the world. Our congregation will re-
ceive this offering on Sunday, April 13. The 

OGHS offering provides support to health, edu-
cation, refugee, agricultural and emergency re-
lief initiatives in 138 countries by working with 

local, national and international partners.  
 This year’s theme is “We Are One.” The focus 
is on sharing with our brothers and sisters in 

need around the world because we are con-
nected with them through Christ Jesus. As long 
as anyone has an unmet need, we all have un-

met needs. We are called to care for those near 
and far alike. From disaster relief, to training 
programs, to boots and healthcare, your gift 

makes a major impact in the lives of real people.  
 Last year, we contributed $1,407 to OGHS. 
Please give as generously as you as you are able 
and let’s try to go over that amount in 2014. If 

you will not be in worship on April 13, you may 
include a check in the offering on another Sun-
day in April with “OGHS” noted on the memo 

line.  

costumes, noisemakers 
and balloons all create a 

festive atmosphere that 
keeps the excitement of 
Easter alive. It’s a time 

to share our joy and 
laughter at the greatest 
practical joke ever 

played: God making a 
fool of Death! Join us 
on April 27th for this 

unique, light-hearted 
worship experience. 
Don’t forget to bring 

your sense of humor! 

that is not in public domain. We also have to pre-

pare the layout for the supplement pages and 

proofread the music and text. 

 The cost of the new hymnals is not in the 

budget. The music committee is proposing a 

combination of special donations, gifts, and dedi-

cations, as well as one or more fund raising 

events. We recommend purchasing about 200 

hymnals. Currently there are about 100 red hym-

nals in the sanctuary, with additional copies in 

use in the office and by staff. As this will be a 

custom print run, we need to anticipate future 

growth needs as well as spares, to last 20 years 

or more. A second printing will be much more 

expensive that a single printing.  

 The base cost of the hymnal is $16 each and 

$0.75 each for shipping. The customization costs 

for the 32 page supplement, copyrights, digitiz-

ing fees, and cover embossing are estimated 

(based on typical copyright costs) at around 

$1600 for the entire print run. The total esti-

mated cost for 200 books is $4950, or about $25 

per hymnal. Some funds will be needed to pay 

for copyrights this summer. Half the printing 

costs are due in December, and the final pay-

ment is after delivery, around Easter 2015. 

 We will need help with many tasks to prepare 

our supplement and raise funds for the new 

hymnals. We are looking for help with evaluating 

the feedback in April and May. Copyright activi-

ties will start in June, and the layouts and proofs 

must be provided to the publisher by mid-

October. Fund raising activities will need to kick-

off soon. A sign-up sheet will be available, and 

we will provide more details on the help needed 

for the hymnal project in the newsletter each 

month. Even if you are not musical, we can use 

your help with the new hymnal! 

 If you have questions or suggestions for the 

new hymnal process, please contact any member 

of the music committee. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Children  connecting with our future 

By Karen Getz 

Vacation Bible School is in the works! We 
plan to have a joint VBS venture with Cove-

nant Christian Church (DOC) in July. The 
theme is set as “Workshop of Wonders” and 
will be held July 9 - 12 ( Wednesday-Friday 

at 6:00 - 8:00pm, and Saturday 10am – 
1pm)  at Covenant on Cary Parkway. The 

program is appropriate for children ages 3 
years - 5th grade. Lots of fun is guaranteed!  
Stay tuned for more information! 

You are Needed!! 
By Karen Getz 

 Our next Sunday School year will be upon 

us before we know it!  We will be short sev-
eral teachers starting in September 2014.  
Are you interested in getting to know our 

young people on a first-name basis?  Could 
you share one Sunday per month with kids 

(grades 1st - 5th) who have lots of energy and 
minds like sponges?  Would you be willing to 

change someone's life?  Or maybe your own? 

 GSUCC Sunday School needs you!  Chris-
tian Education will help you with the curricu-

lum.  If you are interested in teaching once a 
month, please contact Karen Getz at ste-
vegetz@live.com or Lisa Mead at 

l isanoelle@gmail.com.  
Teaching is a wonderful 

way to get to know our 
children!  The experience 
will change your life!  

Thank you for considering 

this opportunity! 

 

By Karen Getz 
It's hard to believe, but the school year is al-

most over! So what does that mean?  It's time 
for Recognition Sunday!  On June 1st, we will 

honor rising third graders, high school seniors, 
and college graduates during Children's Time as 

part of our regular worship service.  So far we 
know of two rising third graders, one high school 

senior, and three college graduates.  Parents, if 
any of your children fall into one of the above 

categories, please contact Karen Getz at 810-
334-0111 or stevegetz@live.com ASAP.  We do 

not want to accidentally exclude anyone!  Thank 
you! 

By Lisa Mead 
 We have made changes to the classrooms for 

the 0-5 year old children.  Toys have been or-

ganized, tables have been moved, and the 

rooms were switched to accommodate the many 

children between 3-5.  The Shining Sheep (3-5) 

will now have nursery in the larger yellow room 

on the left, and the younger kids, Little Lambs 

(0-2), will go into the blue room in the center.  

We have added another baby bouncer seat, safe 

toys for little hands, and a play mat with all 

kinds of fun dangling things to capture the at-

tention of the wee ones.  Many thanks to our 

wonderful staff who 

are always there 

with a smile, Mister 

Steven, Miss Karen, 

and Miss Jenna, who 

helped facilitate this 

transition. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Celebrate a Historic EventCelebrate a Historic EventCelebrate a Historic Event   
By Dave Stonefield 

Good Shepherd Annual Golf Outing 
Sunday June 8, 1:30pm; 

Lochmere Golf Club, Kildaire Farm Road, 
Cary. 

 June 9 through 22 will be the biggest two 

weeks of golf ever in North Carolina. The first 

week will be the US Golf Association Men’s 

Open and the second week will be the 

Women’s Open. Both are at the historic Pine-

hurst #2 course. This is the first time both 

the Men’s and Women’s Opens are being 

played on the same course in the same year. 

We thought that it would be appropriate for 

Good Shepherd to celebrate this unusual 

event by having our annual golf outing on the 

day before the start of the Men’s Open. 

 So, come join your friends at Good Shep-

herd at our June “Let’s Go Event.” It is our 

annual golf outing followed by a pizza party 

at the home of Dave and Gail Stonefield. 

 After Church we will head to the Lochmere 

Golf Club on Kildaire Farm Road (about a mile 

south of Tryon Road) to warm up with a 

bucket of balls and practice putting on Loch-

Community  connecting beyond our walls 

mere’s new greens. We will tee off at 1:30 

pm and play a four-person superball format 

(all team members hit the ball and then se-

lect the best ball and all team members hit 

their next shot from that location). This for-

mat can be lots of fun even for novices. The 

cost for the golf is $40 for adults and $29 for 

youth under 16. 

 Following the golf (about 6:30 or 7:00 pm) 

we will meet with family and friends at Dave 

and Gail’s for pizza and prizes. The cost for 

the pizza is $6 

for adult and 

$3 for chil-

dren. 

 Playing a 

round of golf 

is a nice way 

to get to know 

other mem-

bers  and 

friends at 

Good Shep-

herd.  So, 

come join us. 

By Katherine Gleason 
 The Youth Group started March with a morn-

ing of volunteering at Dorcas on March 1. At 
our meeting on March 9, we shared food and 

fellowship with a discussion about Lent. Four 
youth joined Karen, Katherine, and Carla and 

Mia for bowling at Buffaloe Lanes on March 26. 
A fun time was had by all! 

 We’ll be volunteering at Dorcas again on the 
first Saturday in April (4/5) from 11 am to 2 

pm. On Palm Sunday, April 13, we will have a 

meeting at High House after church where we 
will stuff eggs for the Easter egg hunt. Easter 

Sunday will be full of activities: the Youth will be 
helping to cook and serve the pancake break-

fast, running the Easter egg hunt, and judging 
our annual Easter Bonnet contest! 

The youth group asks that 

you help fill eggs with 

wrapped candy! Between 

now and Palm Sunday 

give candies to any youth 

group member or leader. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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God Bless Our God Bless Our God Bless Our    
Dorcas Volunteers!Dorcas Volunteers!Dorcas Volunteers!   

By Susie Oliver 

 Where do you find Good Shepherd members 

when they are not at church? At most any time 

on a given day, you will probably find a GSUCC 

member volunteering at Dorcas Thrift Shop! Our 

church has always been a strong supporter of 

Dorcas Ministries, which provides a wide range 

of vital services for people of Cary and Morris-

ville who live in poverty and financial crisis. Why 

do our members spend their time there? Be-

cause it’s so rewarding to work with others in 

serving those who need help. 

 Kathy Uebel put it this way: “Dorcas has be-

come part of my Christian outreach. If I can pro-

vide a chance for people to get the clothes, toys 

and home furnishings they couldn’t afford at a 

department store, then I 

feel I am living my faith. 

My satisfaction with a 

job well done is my 

‘pay.’” She referenced 

two scriptures that em-

body what working at 

Dorcas is all about: 

“When you do it unto the 

least of these, my breth-

ren, you do it unto me,” 

and “You shall love the 

Lord your God with all 

your heart, mind, and 

soul, and your neighbor 

as yourself.” 

 Nancy Henderson is our longest term worker 

at Dorcas and can be found there several times 

each week. She has worked there since the 

early 1990’s and enjoys checking out and inter-

acting with customers, such as the minister who 

comes in several afternoons each week just to 

check things out as a stress reliever. She is our 

poster child for the great deals and attractive 

clothes to be found there. Almost everything 

Nancy wears is something she found at Dorcas. 

 Thelma Faulk is another long-time volunteer 

at Dorcas. She also became involved over 20 

years ago and has worked in all areas of the 

Dorcas Shop. She is one of three managers 

who works on Mondays. She says the commit-

ment to help others is why she has been there 

so many years. 

 Barb Eilers, one of the newest volunteers 

from GSUCC, works on Thelma’s shift on Mon-

day afternoons and says she enjoys being with 

the other volunteers and customers. She espe-

cially appreciates the opportunity to work with 

a couple of Cary First Christian Church mem-

bers. 

 Jon Scarantino’s first job at Dorcas in 1996 

was sorting items that had been dropped off, 

but he liked checking out customers better and 

has been doing that when he works two or 

more Saturdays each month. He says the sat-

isfaction he receives in helping the customers 

is what keeps him involved there. 

 Amy Murray started working three years 

ago during Lent when she decided to give up a 

couple hours of her time each week to serve 

others. She continued be-

yond Lent (until recently 

when her schedule prohib-

ited her from working) be-

cause she felt that she was 

providing a valuable service 

to the community, she en-

joyed the camaraderie of 

the people working there, 

and found great stuff to 

buy! 

 Karen Getz has been at 

Dorcas for about 2½ years. 

Karen enjoys interacting 

with other volunteers and 

with customers when she happens to be on the 

sales floor. She makes flower arrangements 

and wreaths from items that are donated, 

which she considers a good creative outlet. 

She says that silk flower arrangements are un-

believably affordable at Dorcas and that the 

flowers are generally new, but all donated ma-

terials used for the arrangements are cleaned 

and/or washed prior to selling. 

 Another relatively new volunteer at Dorcas 
is Janet Sniffin, who has been working one 
Saturday a month for 7 months. She likes put-

ting out merchandise or helping at the drop-off 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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CRG were glad to see the volunteers from Good 
Shepherd and took time to express their grati-

tude for our support. 
 The move to Wheels does make it more chal-

lenging for our current group of volunteers to 
make it to bouts. We are in the process of dis-

cerning whether our long partnership with the 
Carolina Rollergirls will continue to be viable. In 

the meantime, until we come to a conclusion, 
mark your calendars for the next roller derby 

event, Sunday April 27 at 6:30pm at Wheels, 
715 N. Hoover St., Durham. If you’re interested 

in volunteering or just want to check out some 
fun, family-friendly sports action, contact Linda 

Velto or Susie Oliver for more information. 

area. She gets satisfaction knowing she’s help-
ing people in the community that may not be 

able to afford those items elsewhere. She has 
enjoyed working there with GSUCC members, 
as well as making new friends, and she also 

likes helping close to home. She says she 
wishes she could help more, as they always 
have so much merchandise but not enough 

volunteers to get it all out on the floor. 
 Members of our youth group work at Dorcas 
one Saturday morning each month, generally 

sorting and checking out the toys to be sure 
they are suitable for selling. Some of the youth 
who have volunteered in the past are Alex 

Velto, Grant Murray, Jesse Edwards, Nick Rice, 
Sally Johnson, Zack McElroy, and Olivia and 
Natalie Terrell. Those who are currently volun-

teering include Davis Murray, Margaret Velto, 
Miko Rodriguez and youth leaders, Katherine 
Gleason and Karen Lundin. 

 Over 350 volunteers give their time and tal-
ent each week at Dorcas. Opportunities are 

available in the thrift shop and in outreach 
programs. The thrift shop, which sells gently 
used clothing, shoes, housewares, furniture, 

jewelry and books, is the major fundraising 
arm for the work in outreach programs. Out-
reach programs include crisis ministry, a train-

ing center and a food pantry. 
 God bless Dorcas Ministries and all those 
who support it in so many ways! 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

By Linda Velto 

 Carolina Rollergirls recently made a transi-

tion away from Dorton Arena to Wheels Fun 
Park, a smaller venue in Durham. Nancy Hen-

derson and Linda Velto were there to take tick-
ets and hand out programs for the first bout on 

March 23 to support CRG in their new home. 
The event had a different feel than previous 

bouts—a smaller group of fans around the track 
but more opportunity for interaction with the 

skaters from CRG. As always, the women of 

Dorcas is always looking for volunteers and 

can use people who want to work on a sched-
ule or who are only available on an occasional 
basis. If you are interested in volunteering, 
applications are available online at 

www.dorcas-cary.org or in the store. If vol-
unteering isn’t your thing, then consider 
shopping at Dorcas or donating items to the 

food pantry or thrift shop. GSUCC is responsi-
ble for keeping the toilet paper shelf stocked, 
so that’s an excellent way to help. Donations 

for the food pantry and toilet paper shelf can 
be left in the basket in the narthex. 

Save the Date to: 
Paint Carying Place 

By Susie Oliver 
We have been invited to join with Covenant 

Christian Church in painting a vacant Carying 
Place apartment on Saturday, June 7. It is a 
two-story, three-bedroom townhouse with a 

living room, kitchen, dining area, playroom, 
hallway and two and a half baths. The plan is 
to complete the painting in one day, so we 

could use up to ten volunteers, including 
youth. If you are interested in helping, please 

let Susie Oliver or Linda Velto know.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Jean Miller 

 As many of us know, there is currently a 

major effort in NC to produce natural gas from 

the Marcellus shale rock formations. NC has 4 

major basins that could be capable of produc-

ing shale gas; the basin with the greatest po-

tential, called the Deep River basin, is under 

portions of Cary. In fact Bond Park is one of 

those areas. How would fracking in and 

around Cary affect you? 

 Last year Cary’s Environmental Advisory 

Board (EAB) tasked a subcommittee to inves-

tigate the possible impacts of fracking on the 

citizens and environment in Cary. After a year 

of research and meetings, the subcommittee 

finished the report and it was accepted by the 

EAB this month. The report is now being con-

sidered by Cary town council; the council will 

likely use this report to help formulate town 

policy on fracking. 

 Please read the report, or at least the ex-

ecutive summary. By becoming informed on 

this issue, you can help make good decisions 

for our community. The executive summary 

and report can be found on the Town of 

Cary’s website. Type in “executive summary 

of shale gas report” into the website search 

function, and it will pull up the report. If you 

need help finding it, please let me know and 

I can email it to you or click here. 

 Liz Adams, one of the reports authors, will 

be our featured speaker for Wake Up 

Wednesday in May. She will be talking to us 

about fracking in Cary and answering any 

questions we may have from the report. She 

will be with us May 14. Please try to come. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
https://twitter.com/GSUCC_CaryNC
http://www.townofcary.org/Assets/SGS+Final+Report+EAB+3.11.14.pdf

