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THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE 
“. . . The sheep follow the shepherd, for they know his voice.” – John 10:4 

From the PastorFrom the PastorFrom the Pastor   
By Carla Gregg 

The Deacons recently provided me with a list of resources to ease my transi-

tion into the pastorate at Good Shepherd.  The list included recent annual re-

ports, council minutes, a map of the community, and a church history along 

with 22 other items they thought would be helpful to me.  Their list got me to 

wondering what a resource list for me would look like!  What pieces of infor-

mation would help the congregation know and understand me?  What insight 

would be good to share with folks to ease our transition?  Below you’ll find a 

few reflections that I hope will help us get to know one another. 

 

My agenda – Over the next several months my goal is to get to know the peo-

ple, ministries, and partners of Good Shepherd--nothing more and nothing 

less.   If you are anxious about big changes, you can relax.  If you are excited 

about big changes, you’ll be disappointed.  Our first months of building trust 

and relationship will set the foundation for what we are able to do together in 

the coming years.  I will be attending ministry meetings and scheduled group 

meetings as well as making home visits and inviting people to small social 

gatherings.  Please make a point to be a part of these gatherings and share 

your story and the story of GSUCC with me! 

 

Personality-- I’m a nine on the Enneagram, a personality assessment tool.  

The role of a nine is “peacemaker.”  As a nine I often see many points of view, 

attempt to bring people to consensus, and value harmony.  I value direct and 

honest communication spoken in love.  In addition, I’m an “ambivert,” falling 

right in the middle of extrovert and introvert.   That means I get energy from 

being with people and in new situations but also need alone time to recharge. 

 

The UCC – I am passionately committed to the United Church of Christ.  For 

me (and my guess is for many of you!) the UCC is a place where I see people 

attempting to be the body of Christ in an authentic and faithful way.  It is a 

place that provides extravagant welcome or as the GSUCC constitution says, 

we are a church that seeks to “build an inclusive community in which the spiri-

tual presence of our Lord is sanctuary for all.”  Part of my commitment in-

cludes being the newly elected president of the Southern Conference, a term 

that will last through June 2015.  I hope that our connections to the associa-

Continued on next page 
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tion, conference, and national church will continue 

to be strengthened during this time as we support 

one another in ministry. 

 

A new balance – As Lindsey and I both transition 

into new and full time work this summer we are 

looking for a new balance in our lives.  We plan to 

remain in our current house till next spring and 

then look for a home in Cary.  For a while, things 

might be a bit topsy-turvy as we figure out what 

the “new normal” looks like.  I appreciate your 

patience as we find a rhythm to our schedule and 

acclimate ourselves and Mia to a new congrega-

tion and community.   We are all thrilled to be 

part of the Good Shepherd family and each look 

forward to living into our new roles. 

 

Sharing words on paper is far inferior to flesh and 

bone conversations and relationships so I look 

forward to spending personal time with each and 

every one of you in the near future! 

 

 Blessings, 

  Carla 

Dear people of Dear people of Dear people of GSUCCGSUCCGSUCC,,,   

 

Thank you so much for the wonderful party on 

June 23.  All the foods I sampled were delicious 

– and there were many I sampled!  The picture 

of the church will be a fabulous addition to my 

“rogues’ gallery” of the churches I have served 

as Interim Pastor.  Yours is special because  I 

have not had one yet with notes on the matting!  

I will remember special times and wonderful 

gifts each time I read your notes and names. 

 

Thank you also for the contributions to the In-

terim Ministry Network.  Your contributions will 

help to provide for the education of clergy in 

over 37 denominations – Christians, Reform and 

Reconstructionist Jews, and Unitarian Universal-

ists - from the US, Canada, Australia, New Zea-

land and a couple other countries, who seek to 

learn the skills and to provide the gifts of transi-

tional ministry. 

 

But most of all, thank you for your many words 

of affirmation.  One of the many gifts of this 

ministry is to hear people tell the story of how 

engaging change deliberately and faithfully has 

stretched and encouraged them as individuals 

and as congregations.  I can only do well what I 

do when people like you work with me and with 

one another, and when we all acknowledge that 

ultimately it isn’t about us or our particular 

churches, but about God’s work in the world. 

 

Thank you for what you have given me.  Thank 

you for being reflective, welcoming, faithful and 

active followers of Christ.  I celebrate the next 

stage of your journey, and will follow your min-

istry with interest! 

 

 Blessings, 

  Lynn 

Thank YouThank YouThank You   
When we said yes to one another a few months ago I had 
no idea that the first offers of pastoral care would be from 
you to me upon the sudden death of my grandmother.  But 
indeed they were and we were ever so grateful for the 
many kind cards, the beautiful flowers, and the presence of 
members of the congregation at the funeral.  We will no 
doubt continue to rely on your support in the months 
ahead as we cope with the tragic circumstances of her 
death. While my grandmother’s death has been traumatic 
for my family, her life was a joyous gift to us.  She was an 
avid gardener with an amazing green thumb and gift for 
cultivating life all around her.   I continue to draw inspira-
tion from the straight-forward, hard-working, and 
neighborly way she led her life.  One of the prayers I found 
in her bible was from a 1958 newspaper and said, 
“Heavenly Father, Thou hast made us pilgrims upon the 
earth but also set eternity in our hearts.  So help us to see 
our lives within the framework of Thy divine purpose.  We 
know that those who have gone before have become citi-
zens of a better land.  So teach us to live that finally, by Thy 
mercy, we may join them in that land of pure delight, 
through Christ our Lord…Amen.” May it be so for all of us. 
 With Gratitude, 
  Carla, Lindsey, and Mia 
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

It is summer vacation time and our contributions usually drop be-

cause people are out of town.  Unfortunately, our expenses don’t 

take time off.  Please continue to maintain your pledges by one of 

the following methods: 

Option 1: If you will not be at church you can mail your monetary 

gifts directly to the church.  Option 2: another option that several of 

our members have started using is “bill pay,” which allows your bank 

to automatically mail us a check on your predetermined schedule.  If you need additional information 

about “bill pay,” contact me or our assistant treasurer, Linda Lahre.  Checks should be mailed to: 

 

If your situation changes during the year and you need to make 

changes on the amount you have pledged for the year (up or down) 

please contact us.  

 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts and but also for your gifts of time and talents.   

 

Offering Status as of May 31, 2013: 
 

For the month of May our total in-

come was $15,274.81 and our total 
expenses were $13,026.50.  The in-

come includes the following: Offering 
= $12,689.50, Barbecue Sale Income 

= $1,338.66, Mission Trip Income 
(auction, shares & deposits) = 

$697.66, Rental Income = $660.00, 
Miscellaneous Income = $215, Inter-

est Earned = $6.95, Transfer to Un-
expected Capital Fund = $167.00.   

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of May 31, 2013 

 *Does not include special capital expenses  

 
If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please con-

tact me. 
 
 Thank you, 

  Gordon Welles 
 Email  Treasurer@gsucc.org 
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

 

 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
Attn: Treasurer 
1050 NW Maynard Rd, Cary, NC 27513 

 

 

By Gordon Welles 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE NEW CHURCH SECRETARY: 

ROBIN MILLER By Robin Finley 

I hope you get a chance to meet this charm-

ing and extremely articulate young woman, 

as I did over the phone.  She works in our 

High House office Monday through Thursday 

from 9 am. to noon.  For reasons which I will 

explain later, you won’t be able to catch up 

with her at Sunday services. 

Robin (we both decided it was a little “weird” 

talking to someone with the same name!) 

grew up outside of Fairfax, Virginia.  Turns 

out she attended Rob Lundin’s rival high 

school!  She got her Bachelor’s de-

gree at Appalachian State University 

in Athletic Training.  She then went 

on to complete her Master’s degree 

in Kinesiology.  For six years after 

that she taught at Mars Hill College 

just north of Asheville, NC. 

Then she fell in love and got mar-

ried.  She and her husband Jeff are 

an “E-Harmony couple.”  They met 

online and talked on the phone for a 

month before they finally met face-

to-face.  When that happened, Robin said she 

knew he was “something special.” 

After they married, the young couple moved 

to Raleigh, and Robin began to look around 

for different ways to add to the family in-

come.  She teaches piano and is the church 

pianist at Covenant Christian Church.  She 

began her work as Good Shepherd’s church 

secretary on June 3rd and, although she’s 

loved working with Lynn, is eagerly looking 

forward to getting to know our new minister, 

Carla.  Robin’s husband Jeff is a microbiolo-

gist. 

When asked about their long-term plans, 

Robin says she’s learned better than to try to 

outguess God’s plans for them.  She and Jeff 

definitely want children, so it is to be hoped 

that the Almighty will have a hand in making 

that happen when the timing is right. 

In our chat, she and I decided we had a great 

many interests in common.  I love all the 

things she does, with the exception of the 

sports and outdoors parts, but otherwise we 

could talk for hours about our common hob-

bies.   Robin is a lady with a lot of interests.  

She loves listening to and making 

music.  She also enjoys cross-

stitching and reading, watching and 

participating in sports, and experi-

encing the outdoors.  One of her ma-

jor passions is baking, which makes 

her a very popular member of her 

large family. 

Robin has two sisters, one brother, 

one adopted brother, two brothers-in

-law, and 6 nieces and nephews.  

Jeff, on the other hand, comes from 

a small family so he figures he doesn’t stand a 

chance against Robin’s “large, crazy family.”  

One of their favorite Christmas gifts in this 

family is for Robin to give a “treat-of-the-

month” present.  The lucky recipient of this 

gift gets to pick from a monthly list of goodies 

available, which Robin then bakes and gives 

to them.  What a great idea! 

Robin and Jeff Miller are a wonderful young 

couple, and Robin will definitely be a great as-

set to our church organization.  Please take a 

minute or two to stop by the church office 

during her hours and get to know this delight-

ful young woman. 
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Women’s Fellowship 
By Kathy Boyer 

 This past month we met and 

learned a couple of crafts to make 
for Christmas and/or for the Har-

vest Fest. 
 Women’s Fellowship will be tak-

ing a hiatus during the summer 
months due to vacations and the 

Mission Trip.  We plan to meet 
again in September to get ready 

for our participation in the Harvest Fest.  We ten-
tatively hope to meet on Thursday, September 

26th, but that date may 
change as we get closer. 

Remember to keep 
October 5 open to attend 

the Women’s Fellowship 
Retreat to the Agape 

Center in Fuquay Varina 
from 9:30AM to 3:00PM. 

Property ViewsProperty ViewsProperty Views   
By Dave Sniffin 

The Properties Ministry would like to let eve-
ryone know that we now have an email list 

which includes all members of the Team. The 
email address is pm@gsucc.org. This was set 

up so that facilities related items needing atten-
tion can still be addressed should the Chair(s) 

be unavailable (as well as to help prevent them 
from becoming overburdened). Please use this 

email to let us know about any concerns or 
suggestions related to our buildings such as 

light bulbs needing replacement, plumbing 
problems, security concerns, grounds mainte-

nance, etc. Also, if you see something needing 
attention, have a little extra time, and are will-

ing to take responsibility for it (e.g. pulling a 
few weeds, cutting grass, trimming edges), 

please feel free to email us to let us know 
you're taking care of it so that it gets scratched 

off the Workday Task List. We're also still wel-
coming additonal volunteers for the lawn mow-

ing team (this will be a rotating duty that can 
be as frequent or as seldom as fits your sched-

ule). Please see anyone on Properties for de-
tails. Thanks in advance for all you do! 

Save The Date: Work DaySave The Date: Work DaySave The Date: Work Day   
By Dave Sniffin 

The Properties Ministry has tentatively set 

Saturday August 17th as our next all-church 
workday. We plan to use that day to get the 

buildings and grounds looking great going into 
fall and the 

new school 
year. More de-

tails to follow, 
but please 

mark this date 
on your calen-

dar. We hope 
to see a large 

turnout as the 
list is long! Women’s Fellowship RetreatWomen’s Fellowship RetreatWomen’s Fellowship Retreat   

By Barbara Newman 
 

CALLING ALL WOMEN to 

“GIRLFRIEND GATHERING”on 
Saturday, October 5, 2013  

 Our Fall 2013 Women's Fellow-

ship Retreat is planned as a one 

day "time away" in the company 

of "girlfriends." We will gather on 

the covered porch (Castor Chapel) 

at Agape Center near Fuquay-Varina, NC. The 

site is about 45 minutes away and easy for car-

pooling.  It is getting closer for sign up which will 

begin in August. 

Put Saturday October 5, 2013 from 9:30 AM 

to 3 PM on your calendar. 

Mothers, please arrange for your childcare. 

This is a day for you. 

Invite a "girlfriend" from 

GSUCC or elsewhere to come 

with you. 

Set aside $10 for your reg-

istration (covers morning cof-

fee and lunch prepared by Agape center). We don't 

have to cook or clean up! Scholarships are avail-

able. 

Women's Fellowship is paying for the cost of 

the retreat site. Registration forms will be available 

in August. The Agape Center will have to know 

how many are attending before September 21st. 

Please address any questions to Lisa LaJoie or Bar-

bara Newman while Charlotte Speltz is away for 

the Summer. 

http://www.gsucc.org/


 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

                               (6) 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

Our Our Our    
July …July …July …   

1 Dave Sniffin 

4 Barbara Newman 

6 Allen Boyer 

10 Deborah Wade 

13 Kristin Chapin 

13 Taylor Chapin 

13 Ruth Hudgins 

17 Matthew Snyder 

19 David Lundin 

20 Emily Mead 

21 Terrie Litzenberger 

22 Jeffrey Behnke 

25 Hope Kennedy-Behnke 

30 Kevin Kerr 

& August Birthdays& August Birthdays& August Birthdays   
 2  Bettye Aggerup 

 3  Leslie Cole 

 9  Adam Drew 

 11 Lynn Valle-McElroy 

 12 Davis Murray 

 14 Steve Boyer 

 14 Tammy Rowland 

 18 Rev. June Fulton 

 20 Kiara Dressler 

 22 Linda Velto 

 25 Claire Jenkins 

If you have a birthday in July or August and it is 

not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and let us 

know. 

Thank you from… 
Yokefellow Prison Ministry 

 To: The members of Good Shepherd United 

Church of Christ, 

 Yokefellow Prison Ministry of North Carolina 

gratefully acknowledges your two-thousand three 

hundred dollar contribution, in memory of Elise 

Williams. We are thankful for this most generous 

expression of support of Yokefellow Prison Minis-

try and the many lives this ministry touches. 

 The foundation of our commitment is found in 

the invitation by Christ our Lord in Matthew 11:29

-30: 

“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 

For I am gentle and lowly in heart, 

And you will find rest for your souls. 

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

In Christian gratitude and love, 

Sarah V. Carver 

Executive Director 

 

Olivia Terrell 
Thank you so much for the prayer journal! It will 

definitely come in handy! And thanks for thinking 

of me on my special day. 

Love, 

Olivia 

 
Went to Market - A very spe-

cial thank you to all those who donated 

food items for the BBQ dinner prep. 
The collected ingredients made for a 

very delicious meal! 

Prepared BBQ (and all the Fixins) – 

To our wonderful group of chefs and sous chefs: 
Steve Jenkins, Joe Leuser, Susie Oliver, Mike 

Rowland, Mary Leong, Connie Sinha, Gail & 
Dave Stonefield, Bettye Aggerup,  Kathleen 

Gleason, Tim & Lynn McElroy, Nancy 
Henderson, Jon Carnation, Debbie 

Rivenbark, John & Charlotte Speltz,  
and Naomi Forbes – KUDOS for a job 

well done! 

Didn’t Stay Home – To the 

group who helped serve, clean-up, de-
liver and collect the money: Gail Stone-

field, Mary Leong, Tim & Lynn McElroy, 

Lynn Bodden, Mike Rowland, Gordon Welles, 
Susie Oliver, Jon Scarantino, Linda Lahre and 

several of the players from the Carolina Roller 
Girls – we could not have pulled this event off 

without your tremendous help! 

Ate BBQ – A great big THANK YOU to 

all of the members, friends, and 

neighbors of GSUCC, who came and 
bought 150 dinners and assorted des-

serts, making our 
Takeout BBQ Dinner a 

SUCCESS!! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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The Shepherds List 2013The Shepherds List 2013The Shepherds List 2013   
By Bob Bedi 

The Shepherds List is a long-standing, valued part of our worship experience and faith experience at Good 
Shepherd.  At the start of each church year (in June), members and friends of the church are placed on a 
Shepherds List that is the stewardship of a member of the Deacons ministry.  Deacons are expected to reach 
out to people on their list on a regular basis and to serve as a church liaison and faith partner for the coming 
year.  Deacons are available for prayer, guidance and to share any information or concerns with the church 
leadership.  Members and friends of the church are encouraged to contact their assigned Deacon, any time 
the Deacon or church as a whole can be of help to them.  

Here are the Shepherd List assignments for the 2013-14 church year.  If you, or someone you know of are 
missing from the list, please notify Bob Bedi at your earliest opportunity at bbedi@mediaintegrations.com. 

Bob Bedi  919-362-4761 
Rick and Margie Chapin 
Chris and Dani Eilers 
Sharath & Soni Gadde 
Mark Hallen 
Kate Hodgson 
Dan and Ruth Hudgins 
Hannah Litzenberger 
Harold &Terrie Litzenber-
ger 
Karen Lundin 
Rob and Carolyn Lundin 
Mike & Katrina Smith 
Evan & Cara Williams 
  
Susie Oliver  919-772-
6455 
Bob and Sonja Bedi 
Marjorie Bell 
Mike and Susan Carney 
Adam and Jamie Drew 
Scott & Lisa Fitzmorris 
Gloria Hormuth 
Jo Legacki and Kathi Love-
lady 
Jim Lee and Jean Miller 
Barb Newman 
Martha Reed 
Debbie Rivenbark 
Barbara & Richard Rossi 
Thelma Stansell 

John Stiles and Nesibe 
  
Tim McElroy  919-467-
5232 
Mary (Snyder) & John 
Barker 
Cindy Bristol-Kerr & Kevin 
Kerr 
Karen & Steve Getz 
Mary Leong & Ken Breito 
Mike & Tammy Rowland 
Jon Scarantino 
Roger & Loretta Sturk 
Olivia & Natalie Terrell 
Deborah and Bill Wade 
  
Barb Eilers  919-662-1445 
Allen and Kathy Boyer 
Bill and Leslie Cole 
Dan and Janet Edwards 
Robin Finley 
Chuk & Carla Gleason 
Toby & Connie Holleman 
Darrell & Stephanie Lee 
Anne Mackie 
Matt and Lisa Mead 
Yvonne Riddick 
Nell Sears 
Dave & Gail Stonefield 
Andy & Leah Vaughan 
Nancy Wrenn 

Linda Lahre  919-481-
1652 
Jim and Deb Adkins 
Chris & Nan Alberti 
Arthur & Barbara Bouvier 
Mildred Cox 
Barb Eilers 
Norm & Margaret Hankala 
Nancy Henderson 
Carmen Johnson  
Russ & Susie Oliver 
David & Perla Prodoehl 
John & Charlotte Speltz 
Jack & Kathy Uebel 
Linda & Bill Velto 
Gordon Welles/ Nan Nel-
son 
 
Sue Rice  919-367-9411 
Chris & Len Dileo 
Larry Dickinson/Ann Gore 
Katherine Gleason 
Shirley Heiman/Frank Vis-
comi 
Steve & Claire Jenkins 
Hope Kennedy-Behnke/
Jeffrey 
Pam Lundin/Scott Geyer 
Tim and Lynn McElroy 
Randy & Amy Murray 
Iryn Nelson (Dressler) 

Pat Russell 
Connie & Birandra Sinha 
Brenda Van Lunen 
(Johnson) 
Dave & Kate Yuska 
  
Barb Newman  919-851-
9364 
Bettye Aggerup 
Thelma Faulk 
Ernie & Joyce Faulkner 
June Fulton 
Carla Gregg & Lindsey 
Kearns 
Linda Lahre 
Jim & Lisa LaJoie 
Joe & Linda Leuser 
Janet & Pete Lichtenberg 
Robin Miller 
Sue & Calvin Rice 
Dave & Janet Sniffin 
Carol St. Jean 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Communion  connecting with God 

“Noisy”  Offering News  
By Susie Oliver 

Thanks to all who contributed to the Strengthen 

the Church "noisy" offering on June 2.  We re-
ceived a total of $246.  Proceeds will provide 

funds for new churches, as well as training of 
new pastors. 

They have library resources on scripture-

based sources for nonpartisan advocacy, which 

you can find at http://www.ncchurches.org/ and 

can be downloaded. 

Our wonderful last meal was followed by an 

address from Rev. Linda Jaramillo, Executive Min-

ister of the UCC’s Office of Justice and Witness 

Ministries, responsible for the church's work on 

human rights and social, racial and economic jus-

tice. She had a wonderful message; she left us all 

proud that she speaks for us. 

There are plans to get parts of these wonder-

ful speeches on the Southern Conference UUC 

Web site. 

Stay tuned!!!! 

 Music Notes Music Notes Music Notes   
By Linda Velto 

One of the highlights of the 
summer schedule is the op-
portunity to hear a variety of 

musical offerings-- solos and 
small groups, singers and in-

strumentalists. We have al-
ready heard a lovely solo by 

Lynn McElroy on June 23rd, and the Women's 
Chorale will sing for Pastor Lynn's final service. 

Men, your chance to sing with the Men's Chorale 
is coming up on August 25th (rehearsal before 

worship on August 18th). And one Sunday we 
might just have a little different musical flavor 

with some ukelele! I hope you'll be here each 
week to enjoy the wide range of musical talents 

we have at Good Shepherd. 

Southern Conference  

Annual Meeting 
By Nancy Akley Henderson 

I was blessed to be a delegate to the 48th 

Southern Conference UCC Annual Gathering June 

20-21 at Elon University and Elon Community 

UCC.  It was a wonderful event; although I have 

been in the UCC for many years, I had never been 

to a state conference. 

The Conference theme was based on Micah 

6:8: “He has shown you, O man, what is good. 

And what does the Lord require of you, but to act 

justly and love mercy and to walk humbly with 

your God” and Proverbs 29:7: “The righteous man 

cares about justice for the poor, but the wicked 

have no understanding or concern.”  The two 

ideas were carried though by the speakers and 

workshops. 

We started on Thursday night with an inspiring 

service at Elon Community UCC with Dr. William 

Barber, president North Carolina NAACP.  Friday 

morning was very busy, with votes on the budget 

and a variety of resolutions and for a new board 

of directors; we finished with an address by Dr. 

Gene Nichols, Professor of Law and Director of the 

Center on Poverty, Work and Opportunity. The 

statistics on poverty he included in his address 

were very sobering. 

We then had box lunches and were off to two 

workshops we selected from five choices.  Our 

GSUCC group tried to cover all the bases.   

I went to "What’s Poverty Got to do With It" 

with Rev. Shannon Spencer.  It was a different 

look at volunteerism.  The church (us) is not an 

organization but a living organism.  We were re-

minded not to be wary of people who are differ-

ent.  We should strive to go intentionally to listen 

to what is needed and what they say. 

My second workshop was "Doing Justice 

Through the North Carolina Council of Churches" 

with Rev. Georges Reed, Executive Director. The 

Council is a prophetic voice for Christian unity at 

the state level. They have six charges: 

1. Partners in health/ wholeness   

2. Universal access to health care 

3. Welcoming the stranger 

4. Improving farm worker conditions  

5. Interfaith power and light    

6. Advocacy related to the other five charges 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.ncchurches.org/
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Good Shepherd UCC “Reads”Good Shepherd UCC “Reads”Good Shepherd UCC “Reads”    
By Charlotte Speltz & Larry Dickenson 

What page are you on in An Altar in the 

World? About 35 people signed up to participate 

in June “conversations,” a wonderful response to 

our church’s reading (and listening) of Barbara 

Brown Taylor’s An Altar in the World: A Geogra-

phy of Faith!  

Those who missed the thought-provoking May 

and June groups are still invited to join others 

when we resume our meetings in September. All 

“conversations” are always open to everyone. 

Groups will NOT MEET in JULY or AUGUST.  

September “Conversations” will focus on the 

following chapters:  

Practice 7: Living with Purpose (Vocation).  

Practice 8: Saying No (Sabbath).  

Practice 9: Carrying Water (Physical Labor). 

Meetings for discussion are scheduled for Sep-

tember 8th at 7 pm, September 17th at 10 am, 

and September 17th at 7:30 pm. 

Because the chapters are not sequential, no 

one is “behind” if they missed the previous meet-

ings! Folks who want a FREE Reading and Discus-

sion Guide can go to the “Quick Links” section of 

web- site barbarabrowntaylor.com and print a 

copy.  

Larry Dickinson dickin-

sonl@nc.rr.com will be glad to 

arrange any “Dinner Discus-

sion” if several people are in-

terested. If you have sugges-

tions for a different time to 

discuss the entire book in one 

evening, let him know. This 

may be an excellent way for 

young people and parents of 

small children to meet. The 

dinner discussion could take 

place during the summer 

months if people desire. 

More details providing September/October 

meeting times and locations will be provided in 

the September newsletter.  Also, information will 

be printed in the worship bulletins closer to the 

dates. 

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Did You Know? 

By Barb Eilers 

The UCC and Higher Education 

The Congregationalists shaped American 
intellectual history, producing influential leaders 

such as Jonathon Edwards. They founded 
American colleges and universities including 

Harvard, Yale, Wellsley, Smith, Dartmouth, Wil-
liams, Amherst, Oberlin, Mount Holyoke, How-

ard and Elmhurst (my alma mater) and others.  
The Congregationalists also founded the first 

college for the deaf, Gallaudet University and 
the oldest publishing house in the US, Pilgrim 
Press. 

Presently, the UCC includes 19 colleges and 
universities as full members of its Council for 

Higher Education.  The Council topic for their 
2013 meeting was “Religious Pluralism on our 

Campuses,” a lively attempt to foster interfaith 
relations.  The full members include: 

Catawba College (NC) – (Evangelical and Re-
form Church founded in 1851) 

Chapman University (CA) 
Defiance College (MI) 

Dillard University (LA) 
Doane College (NE) 

Drury University (MO) 
Elmhurst College (IL) 

Heidelberg University (OH) 
Huston-Tillotson University (TX) 

Illinois College (IL) 
Lakeland College (WI) 

LeMoyne-Owen College (TN) 
Northland College (WI) 

Olivet College (MI) 
Pacific University (OR) 

Piedmont College (GA) 
Rocky Mountain College (MT) 

Talladega College (AL) 
Tougaloo College (MS) 

 
Historically Related Colleges and Universities 

include: 
Beloit College (WI) 

Carleton College (MN) 
Cedar Crest College, (PA) 

Elon University (NC) – (Christian Church 
founded in 1889) 

Fisk University (TN) 
Franklin and Marshall College (PA) 

Grinnell College (IA) 

Hood College (MD) 
Ripon College (WI) 

Ursinus College (PA) 
Westminster College of Salt Lake City 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Activity BagsActivity Bags   
By Karen Getz 

Children's Sunday School will not meet regu-

larly through the summer months.  But don't 

worry, kids – we haven't forgotten about you!  

Activity bags will be provided during worship 

throughout the summer!  They will be located 

at the back of the sanctuary and filled with 

things for you to do.  Parents, 

please do not hesitate to util-

ize them during the service.  

Sunday School will resume 

September 8th.  

Children  connecting with our future 

Kid’s Night Out 
By Karen Getz 

Parents!  Would you like a free evening to have 

some fun?  Then why not bring your kids to 

GSUCC's Kid's Night Out on July 19th from 5:30 – 

8:30 pm?   A variety of activities will be provided 

for children ages 4 years to Grade 5.  Encourage 

your kids to bring a friend for 

extra fun!  Pizza will be in-

cluded!    Please RSVP to Karen 

Getz or Lisa Mead by July 14th if 

you are interested!  

Christian Education 
Leaders Needed 

By Karen Getz 

Youth Leader needed!  If you or anyone 

you know is interested in participating with our 
youth age members, you are in luck!  The 

Christian Education program needs a youth 
leader!  This is a great opportunity to get to 

know our youth!   GSUCC is blessed to have a 
wonderful group of kids!  Why don't you give it 

a try! 
Intergenerational Class Leader needed!  

CE is also actively recruiting for an individual to 
be the main class leader of the Intergenera-

tional Class.  If you are interested in either of 
these positions, please contact Karen Getz or 

Lisa Mead. 

Items Needed for Sunday Items Needed for Sunday Items Needed for Sunday 
School and NurserySchool and NurserySchool and Nursery   

By Karen Getz 

Hey!  Do you have an extra rocking chair 

that you no longer use?  If so, we could really 
use one in the nursery to rock those littles ones 

who attend on Sunday mornings!  Nothing is as 
warm and cozy as a good snuggle in a rocking 

chair! 
Also, the Sunday School 

room is in need of several 
bulletin boards to display 

the children's work.  Please 
contact Karen Getz or Lisa 

Mead if you are able to do-
nate any of these items.  

Thank you! 

Sunday School Subs Sunday School Subs Sunday School Subs 

NeededNeededNeeded   
By Karen Getz 

Are you interested in getting to know some 

wonderful young people who attend our church?  

Do you want to be awed by their curiosity and in-

sightful questions?   Would you like to change a 

child's life?  Or maybe your own? 

If so, then maybe you would consider being an 

occasional substitute for our Sunday School pro-

gram.  It's easy – the curriculum is provided for 

you!  Very little prep work is required!  If inter-

ested, please contact Karen Getz or Lisa Mead.  
Thank you! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

Meals to Brighten Meals to Brighten Meals to Brighten 

Someone’s DaySomeone’s DaySomeone’s Day   
By Carolyn Lundin 

Our church freezer is full of good meals wait-

ing to be delivered to those in need of some ten-

der loving care. Several months ago, several 

members of GSUCC’s congregation generously 

responded to the Fellowship Ministry’s initiative 

to prepare and freeze casseroles that could be 

delivered to someone who is experiencing serious 

illness or injury.  

However, most of the casseroles are waiting 

to be delivered! If you’re wondering any of these 

questions – 

 Although I’m not a deacon or the pastor, can 

I take a meal to a friend? 

 Can I take a meal to a friend who doesn’t at-

tend GSUCC? 

 Should I tell someone that I’ve taken a meal 

out of the freezer? 

 Can the casserole be kept in my freezer until 

the day that I’m going to visit my friend?  

– the answers are YES! Fellowship encourages 

everyone to share the meals to brighten some-

one’s day. You’ll find a list of frozen items on the 

freezer door; simply record 

names and dates for delivery 

to notify everyone that you’ve 

taken a meal from the freezer. 

We hope to soon need volun-

teers to help fill newly emptied 

space in the freezer. Please 

contact Carolyn Lundin, 

cr_lundin@nc.rr.com, for more 

information. 

Harvest Fest Harvest Fest Harvest Fest ---   Request Request Request 
for Silent Auction Itemsfor Silent Auction Itemsfor Silent Auction Items   

By Gordon Welles 

 Although the Harvest Dinner seems far in the 

future, it’s only a season away; the Steward-

ship Ministry is now ready to begin preparation 

in earnest.  As is always the case, we need 

your help in assuring a successful silent auc-

tion.  We will be approaching members of the 

congregation for items that were popular be-

fore, to determine if you would be willing to 

consider donating again.  We are also certainly 

in the market for other items and services that 

were not a part of the auction last year!  Our 

hope is to locate new items and services with a 

wide range of values. High value items are a 

great draw, but lower value items can be com-

bined with other items to make great packages.  

Recent experience suggests that offering ser-

vices and events go over very well! 

 We certainly appreciate donations from 

members, but we would love to get donations 

from local stores and restaurants as well. If you 

own a business, or if you know someone who 

owns or manages a business, please don’t be 

shy about asking for a donation for our auction. 

It is a great way for stores and restaurants to 

market to people who may not otherwise know 

about them.  Donations of gift certificates or 

new items always do well in auctions. 

 Some other items that  typically do well are 

unopened toys & books, tickets to events, auto-

graphed sports memorabilia, vacation stays 

(week or weekend at the beach/lake/

mountains), jewelry, “new in the package” 

gift /household items (Pampered Chef, South-

ern Living at Home, Thirty One Gifts, Tastefully 

Simple, etc.) and services (yard work, IT sup-

port, etc.). If you are able to donate any of 

these items, or if you know someone who can, 

please contact Barb Eilers, Gordon Welles or 

any member of the Stewardship Ministry. If you 

would like some help in approaching a business 

to request a donation, let us know and we can 

help you with that too. This is a great way to 

support our church and this event, which is our 

biggest fundraiser of the year. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:cr_lundin@nc.rr.com
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Book Club News for July 
and August: We will meet 

on July 30th, 7:30 p.m. 
High House. The book for 

July, chosen by Susan 
Rice, is: "Hotel du Lac” by 

Anita Brookner. July's 
book club meeting has been changed due to 

the fact that many members will be away on 
the mission trip on the fourth Tuesday (our 

usual meeting day.) The book for August is: 
“The Book Thief” by Marcus Zusak, chosen by 

Janet Sniffin. The meeting in August will be as 
usual, the fourth Tuesday, August 27. 

By Lisa LaJoie 

Habitat Home DedicationHabitat Home DedicationHabitat Home Dedication   
By Dave Sniffin 

As many of you may already know, a new 
Habitat For Humanity-built home is nearing 

completion at 316 Waldo Street in Cary (Elise 
Williams' former address). While Elise's home 

could not be saved, her spirit will live on in 
helping to provide an opportunity for a family 

to own their own home -  a dream they might 
not otherwise be able to achieve. The new 

home will be dedicated on Saturday July 20th 
at 10:00 a.m., with Good Shepherd taking part 

in the ceremony. All are welcome to attend, es-
pecially if you knew Elise, as you'll know that 

this would probably make her very happy. 
While this would be even more true had we 

been able to participate in the construction of 
this home, a Habitat dedication is always a 
great and rewarding experience for all who at-

tend. 

In The News 
From The Southwest Wake News 

MORRISVILLE — Susie McGee Oliver fights 
back tears as she talks about the restoration of 

the church that has been so important to her 
family for more than a century. 

Oliver’s great-grandfather, William Gaston 
“W.G.” Clements, founded the Christian Church 

in Morrisville in 1872. 
Decades after falling into disrepair, the re-

stored building on Church Street is now on the 

National Register of Historic Places and is a Wake 
County landmark. 

Oliver, along with her aunt, Emma “Tet” 
Walton” and cousin Annie Walton, attended a 

ceremony on Thursday to help unveil plaques to 
mark the significance of the property. 

“I was raised in this church. I was baptized 
here. I was married here,” said Oliver, who now 

lives in Raleigh. “It looks just like it did back 
then. It’s just amazing. It’s beautiful. It brings 

tears to my eyes because it’s just where I grew 
up. It’s family.” 

Clements started the church after he returned 
home from the Civil War, where he had lost his 

left arm. He became a prominent figure in Morris-
ville and Wake County, serving as a schools su-

perintendent and one of the original petitioners 
for the Morrisville town charter, according to local 

historian Ernest Dollar. 
Clements’ family has played a role in keeping 

the building intact and in use. When Tet Walton 
served on what was then the Morrisville Board of 

Commissioners in the mid-1970s, she helped 
broker a deal for the town to buy the church after 

it disbanded due to lack of membership. 
At the time, Morrisville’s governing board 

gathered at private homes for meetings. The 
church building became Morrisville’s first town 

hall, and later housed the Morrisville Chamber of 
Commerce before sitting empty for years. 

When Annie Walton moved back to Morrisville 
from New York in 1996, she was shocked to see 

the condition of the church, one of only a few in-
tact Reconstruction-era churches in Wake 

County. A fire had ruined part of the building, 
and paint was peeling. 

“It broke my heart because it had such mean-
ing for my family,” she said. 

Annie Walton started talking to any public of-
ficial who would listen about returning the old 

church to its former glory. 
“I really didn’t think it would happen,” she 

said. “I was really surprised.” 
Morrisville finished restoring the building in 

2011. 
Dollar called the church a “glorious crown” for 

Morrisville, with its three-stage bell tower. 
“It’s a wonderful building,” Dollar said. “It’s so 

iconic and represents so much of Morrisville.” 
http://
www.southwestwakenews.com/2013/06/10/2953158/
church-roots-go-back-to-the-civil.html# 
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ASFC Stockholders Meeting ASFC Stockholders Meeting ASFC Stockholders Meeting 

9/27/139/27/139/27/13   
By Carolyn Lundin 

Those who “invested” in our mission trip to Appala-

chian South Folklife Center (ASFC) should mark 

your calendars. Our Stockholders Meeting has 

been scheduled for 27 September at 7 PM. We fully 

appreciate the widespread support received for this 

mission trip. We are now preparing and packing for 

our trip during the fourth week in July. We’ll be 

eager to share pictures and stories of our adven-

tures and service in West Virginia at the stockhold-

ers meeting. 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 

Social Ministry  
Opportunities 

by Susie Oliver 

Three opportunities to help others are avail-

able this summer.  If you wish to participate in 

one or all of them, your involvement will be in-

strumental in sharing God’s love with others and 

in supporting three of our 6C’s:  community, 

children and cross-cultural.   here’s how you can 

help: 

Contribute $25 to provide one month of ba-

sic needs for Yohanis Bekele, the 11-year old 

boy in Ethiopia we sponsor through ChildFund 

International.  Or contribute any 

amount towards special gifts for his 

birthday or Christmas (last year we 

sent $85 for his birthday and $100 

for Christmas).  We will send the 

money by the end of August, so 

please sign up on the form located 

on the God is Still Speaking board 

and put your check in the offering, designed for 

Yohanis. 

Leave rolls of toilet paper for the Dorcas 

Ministries Food Pantry in the crate 

by the restrooms in our narthex.  

GSUCC, along with three other local 

churches, has adopted the toilet 

paper shelf because it is often in 

short supply at Dorcas and is not 

covered by food stamps. 

Contribute towards the cost of the meal 

GSUCC and Cary First Christian Church jointly 

serve each quarter for The Carying Place, which 

provides transitional housing for homeless fami-

lies and teaches them life skills for independent 

living.  Our church will be purchasing pizza on 

July 12 for about 50 people at a cost of $80.  If 

you wish to contribute, please put your check in 

the offering, with The Carying Place in the 

memo line. 

If you have questions about any of these op-

portunities or want to know other ways you can 

help these organizations, please contact Linda 

Velto or Susie Oliver. 

Food for Thought:Food for Thought:Food for Thought:   
Ways to Feed the HungryWays to Feed the HungryWays to Feed the Hungry   

By Carol St.Jean 

In April, RTI International (my employer), made 

a corporate contribution to The 

Carying Place in the amount of 

$2500.  This is the sixth time that I 

have nominated the Carying Place 

for the Annual Community Partner-

ships program and the sixth year 

that RTI has made a corporate 

contribution to them. 

Habitat Workday Sat. 7/6 
By Dave Sniffin 

This is a reminder that we we have one more opportunity to 
volunteer for Habitat for Humanity in Apex prior to the Mission 
Trip (you do not have to be a Mission Trip participant to sign 
up, however, if you are a participant, please remember that 
you should have attended at least 3 training sessions of which 
this would be the final opportunity). If you have not attended 
one of the prior Habitat workdays, please contact Dave Sniffin 
for information on how to create you account on the Volun-
teerHub website and reserve your space. You'll find that while 
it's often hard work on a hot and humid day, it's also fun and 
rewarding. Hope to see you there! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Creation Corner 
By Anne Mackie 

In the 1990s I looked for an environmental 
group focused on problems unique to the 

Southern states, and I learned that the 
Southern Environmental Law Center (SELC) 
was that organization.  

 
For 27 years, the Southern Environmental 

Law Center has leveraged the power of the 
law to protect the environment of the South-
east. Working in all three branches of gov-

ernment and with more than 100 partner 
groups, this nonprofit organization shapes, 

implements, and enforces the laws and poli-
cies that determine the quality of the air we 
breathe, the water we drink, and the land-

scapes and communities we love. 
 

SELC has a highly credentialed team of al-
most 60 attorneys, many of whom have 
been with SELC for 15 years or more. SELC 

does not charge clients or partners for ser-
vices, but relies on charitable gifts from indi-

viduals, families, and foundations.  SELC 
works out of several regional offices. 
 

Among many SELC victories are 1) closing 
loopholes that allowed developers to ditch, 

drain and convert tens of thousands of acres 
of native wetland, thus saving large portions 
of the great Dismal Swamp in eastern NC; 

2) joining forces with NC’s governor, utility 
companies, physicians and health groups to 

enact state-level law to cut power plant 
emissions -- equivalent to removing 4.5 mil-

lion cars from the road; and 3) preventing 

construction of a $600+ million “road to no-
where” that would have slashed through the 

center of the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park.  See the SELC website for more.  
 

Look for SELC online or at 201 West Main 
Street, Suite 14, Charlottesville, VA 22902  

434-977-4090. 
 
http://www.southernenvironment.org/  
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