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Creative  connecting beyond our comfort zone 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road, Cary, NC 27513 

 
Sunday Morning Worship and Child Care:  10:30 a.m. 

 

By Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
 

 After a year of study, discussion, and discernment, the congregation of 
Good Shepherd United Church of Christ of Cary, NC voted on June 7, 
2015 to become an Open and Affirming (ONA) congregation by unani-
mously approving the following welcome statement: 
 
 Following the example of Jesus Christ, we declare Good Shepherd Unit-
ed Church of Christ to be an Open and Affirming church. We welcome into 
the full life and ministry of the congregation all those wishing to join us 
on our faith journey, regardless of ability, age, education, gender identi-
ty, income, race, sexual orientation, or other distinctions. At the com-
munion table and at the baptismal font, from the nursery cribs to the 
church leadership, we welcome, affirm, include, and celebrate the diversi-
ty of our identities and gifts. 
 
 Threads of hospitality and inclusion are woven throughout our docu-
ments.  In our constitution it states that our mission is to be a congrega-
tion that will “do justice, seek peace, and build an inclusive community in 
which the spiritual presence of our Lord is sanctuary for all;” our cove-
nant states that we celebrate “God’s love for all people and creation;” and 
our Cornerstone Statement affirms that we “strive to embody God's un-
conditional love and acceptance of others made real in the life and teach-
ings of Jesus Christ.”  Our ONA Statement is a natural continuation of our 
desire to be a church of extravagant welcome and faithful followers of 
Christ.  We celebrate this step on our journey and the witness to God’s 
love the ONA statement helps us make in Cary! 
 We thank the ONA committee—Chris Alberti, Kathy Boyer, Barb Eilers, 
Jean Miller, and Linda Velto for all their work over the last year in creat-
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By Cindi Bristol-Kerr 
 

 Once again we are partnering with Covenant 

Christian Church for Vacation Bible School, 

Wednesday, July 29, through August 1. The 

theme this year is G-Force. The program is 

open to children aged 3 years (potty trained) 

through 5th grade. Times are 6-8pm Wednes-

day, Thursday, and Friday and 10-1 on Satur-

day. On Saturday we will be having water 

games and stations so if you have any fun 

equipment we could borrow it would be greatly 

appreciated. At 12:30 on Saturday families are 

invited for a BBQ. Volunteers are still needed to 

bring desserts for Saturday and to help with 

crafts. We also would appreciate borrowing any 

hula hoops. Registration for children is under-

way; the forms are on the table by the re-

strooms at the church. We are looking forward 

to another wonderful week of fun with our 

friends at Covenant so please join us. If you 

have any questions please email Cindi Bristol-

Kerr at cindiandkevin@gmail.com or call 919-

535-8655. 

By Susie Oliver 

 Our Caring for Creation group invites you to 

participate in an Earth Sabbath Celebration on 

Saturday, August 29, at 7 p.m., to be held on 

the patio, weather permitting.  Earth Sabbath 

Celebrations are contemplative services that 

may include inspirational readings, songs, 

scripture of world religions, prayers, guided 

meditations, rituals and other ways to explore 

God’s love for creation and the environmental 

work we are called to do as people of faith. We 

hope you will join us for this new, meaningful 

experience. 

ing and shepherding our ONA process.  We al-
so offer gratitude to the congregation for being 
willing to open your hearts and minds to new 
ways of learning, being, and doing.  The ONA 
Committee will continue their work for at least 
the next year and they welcome others to join 
them as they help us live into all the facets of 
what it means for Good Shepherd to be ONA.  
Please contact Barb Eilers if you would like to 
be a part of this group.  There is much to cele-
brate and much still to do! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Covenant  connecting with each other 

By Kathy Boyer 

July 
 

 Discover your inner artist on Saturday, July 
11, at 10:00am. Kate Yuska will lead us in step-
by-step instructions to help us all create a sim-
ple masterpiece of our own. All supplies will be 
provided, but you may make a donation to 
Women’s Fellowship to help us cover canvases 
and paint. (Make checks out to GSUCC with 
Women’s Fellowship on the memo line.) 
 RSVP to Kathy Boyer at nckathyb@aol.com 
so that we can have enough supplies on hand 
and plan where on church grounds we can 
meet. This will be great fun. Refreshments will 
be provided. 
 

August 
 

 On Saturday, August 1, bring your family 
and we will meet at the North Carolina Art Mu-
seum for their Summer Film night to see The 
Book of Life, an animated movie, directed by 
Jorge R. Gutiérrez, with voices of Diego Luna, 
Zoe Saldana and Channing Tatum. (95 min.) 
PG—Manolo, a young man torn between ful-
filling the expectations of his family and follow-
ing his heart, embarks on an adventure that 
spans three fantastic worlds where he must 
face his greatest fears. 
 Bring a blanket or lawn chair. Beer and wine 
may be purchased at the venue, along with 
popcorn and candy. Alcoholic beverages may 
not be brought to the venue; all nonalcoholic 
beverages, including water, must arrive in fac-
tory-sealed containers. More 
information will follow about 
time to meet. This will be 
open to all families in the 
church. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
 Exciting things are happening at GSUCC this 
summer: Vacation Bible School, mission trip, 
gardening, and special worship opportunities! I 
hope you find a place to connect! I will soon de-
part for summer travels to Minnesota and Ne-
braska with my family and be gone July 3-14.  
While I am away, Minister Linda Velto is on-call 
and will be preaching and leading worship on 
July 5. On July 12th our own retired minister 
Rev. Dr. Toby Holleman will preach and assist in 
leading worship. During worship on August 2 we 
will commission our mission trip and on August 
30, our 5th Sunday Intergenerational Service, 
worship will be a celebration of music. In addi-
tion, Saturday August 29, at 7pm, we will host 
a special Earth Sabbath service on our patio. I 
pray that this summer will afford you opportuni-
ties for rest, renewal, worship, and ministry! 
 

 Blessings, 

    Carla 

The 
Pastor’s Corner 

Everyone is encouraged to join our Fifth Sunday 

Potluck following the worship service on August 

30. Please bring a dish or two to share – main 

dish, side dish, salad or dessert. This is a good 

opportunity for more fellowship than typical 

Sundays allow. It’s also a great way to 

introduce GSUCC to your friends, so please 

invite them to join us for worship and the 

potluck. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:nckathyb@aol.com
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By Nan Nelson 
 On November 14 the GSUCC Women will 
meet at New Hope Camp and Conference 
Center in Chapel Hill for a one-day retreat. We 
will begin at 9am with coffee and light 
refreshments and conclude at 4:30pm. As lunch 
is not included we are requesting participants to 
sign-up for a “potluck” luncheon. The fee for the 
day is $10 per participant which includes use of 
the facilities, program materials, paper goods, 
etc. The theme for the day will be related to 
“Sabbath, Sanctuary & Self-Care.” If you are 
interested in attending, please see Nan Nelson 
or Carla Gleason. They will be accepting checks 
made out to GSUCC with Women’s Retreat in 
the memo line. If you cannot afford the fee 
please speak to them; and arrangements can 
be made. This promises to be a day of rest and 
renewal with the women of GSUCC and all 
friends who wish to join us. 

By Dave Stonefield 
 
Well, it took three workdays to 
do it, but the walkway to the 
memorial garden has been 
repaired. On the March general 
workday we pulled up the old 
pavers and it took two morning 
workdays on May 16th and June 
13th to get the pavers back 
down.   
 
About 10 years ago as part of the memorial 

garden, we built a walkway 
from one side door past the 
garden to the other side 
door.  The walkway went 
past the river birch planted 
at the corner of the church 
as part of the original 
landscaping. As the river 

birch grew it spread its 
branches over the 
walkway and spread its 
roots under the walkway, 
lifting the pavers and 
creating a trip hazard. In 
December, we had the 
tree removed. That left us 

with the need to repair the walkway.   
 
On May 16, we started the reconstruction by 
digging out the roots from the river birch and 
other bushes in the area that managed to grow 
under the walkway. We then leveled the gravel 
and spread new paver base. The crew worked 
hard but because of the weather (temperatures 
reaching the upper 80’s) and the age of the 
crew (median age was 72), we decided to 
complete the project on 
another day. 
 
On June 13, with a larger and 
younger crew we finished the 
walkway. We leveled the paver 
base and replaced the pavers. 
Because it is a curved walkway 
it took a couple of attempts to 
learn how to set the pavers to 
follow the lines.  We filled the 
cracks between the pavers with 
polymeric sand. Finally, we rented a mechanical 
compactor to set the pavers in place.  While we 
had the compactor on site we also repaired the 

pothole at the end of the 
driveway.  The unique 
thing about the crew on 
June 13 was that the 
oldest worker was over 
70 years older than the 
youngest worker. Now 
that is an 
intergenerational work 

crew! 
 
The Property Ministry wants to thank all the 
workers who showed up to help on all three 
workdays.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Gordon Welles 

Finances First 
 

Offering Status as of May 31, 2015: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Total Year-to-Date In-

come and Expenses as of May 31, 2015 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Does not include special capital 
expenses / special income 
 
 

 

Stewardship Includes Prudent Use of Resources 
 
Each church member can assist with the church’s financial picture by being aware of the “little’’ ways 
you can help with expenses – by turning off lights when you are leaving a room, making sure all water 
is turned off after use, lowering thermostats in winter / raising them in summer when spaces are not 
being used, etc.  All these small economies are the same as an extra financial contribution to the 
church – and they have the benefit of helping our environment at the same time! 
 
 
  

 Thank you. 
 Gordon Welles      
 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount you 
have pledged for the year (up or down) please contact us: Gordon Welles (treasurer@gsucc.org) or As-

sistant Treasurer Maia Palango (empalango@yahoo.com) 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all 
of you not only 
for your mone-
tary gifts but 
also for your 
gifts of time 
and talent. 

If you have any 
questions about the 
church’s budget or 

anything provided in 
this report, please 

contact me. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE MEMBERS:  

THE UEBELS By Connie Holleman 

Many of you already know Jack and Kathy 

Uebel, as they have been attending GSUCC 

off and on since 2010. They found our 

church while visiting their son, Mark, who 

lives in Morrisville with his wife and daugh-

ter. They said that Good Shepherd became 

their church when they first walked through 

the door. They felt such a sense of welcom-

ing and belonging, and they were very com-

fortable with the message and the philoso-

phy of the church. Kathy was brought up as 

an Episcopalian and Jack a Lutheran, but 

they have been UCCers for over 50 years. 

 

Kathy and Jack grew up in 

the Chicago area and met 

each other at Carthage Col-

lege, a small liberal arts 

school in central Illinois. 

They were both in the cast 

of the musical "Finian's 

Rainbow."  Kathy ask Jack 

to be her date 

for the Sadie Hawkin's Day 

dance. Little did they know 

what that would lead to! 

 

The Uebels moved to Durham, New Hamp-

shire in 1964 after Jack landed a permanent 

teaching job in chemistry at the University of 

New Hampshire. When their children were in 

high school and junior high, Kathy went back 

to school to complete her college degree in 

music.  She taught Suzuki piano for some 25 

years. After a nearly 20-year career at UNH, 

Jack was recruited by the Eastman Kodak 

Company in Rochester, NY, where he worked 

as an analytical chemist and technical super-

visor in their research laboratories. They 

lived in Rochester for nearly 30 years before 

relocating to Cary 3 years ago. 

 

In addition to their son and family in Morris-

ville, they have a daughter, Ginny, and two 

grown granddaughters who live in the Roch-

ester area and their older son, John, lives 

with his wife and 3 children in San Diego. At 

the end of June, they were excited to have 

all of their children and grandchildren come 

to visit them. It was the first time that all 

the cousins got to meet! 

 

Kathy's passion is music. She has sung in 

choirs and choruses in New Hampshire, in 

Rochester and now in Cary. She also loves 

to garden and do cross-

stitch. Jack loves music, 

as well. He also enjoys 

photography, woodwork-

ing, golf, and recently, 

cooking. 

 

Both Jack and Kathy sing 

with the choir at GSUCC. 

Jack also serves on the 

Outreach Ministry. Kathy 

is on the Social Ministry 

Ministry and helps serve 

dinners at the Carying Place. She also has 

interest in Caring for Creation. Outside of 

Good Shepherd, her ministry at Dorcas is 

her way of caring for those who are less for-

tunate. We are fortunate to have Kathy and 

Jack as members of GSUCC. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Sue Rice 
 

The GSUCC Book Club is taking 
the summer off but you can 
get a head start on our Sep-
tember book. We will be re-
viewing Blood and Thunder: 
The Epic Story of Kit Carson 
and the Conquest of the Ameri-

can West by Hampton Sides on September 22. 
All are welcome. 

 In August GSUCC will be working to update 
their digital directory. Do you or your family need 
your pictures updated? Do we not have a picture 
of you at all? People with cameras will be availa-
ble in church to take pictures for you during the 
month of July. If you go to a fun place in the 
month of July and have a family photo taken, 
send it to the church secretary for the directory. 
We can scan and return the photo. If you have an 
electronic version, that would be better. You may 
also hand a physical copy (please label them on 
the back) to Nan Nelson or you may email an 
electronic version to nanelson627@gmail.com. 
There will also be a special mail box in the educa-
tion building to drop off pictures (please label).   
 We also need any address, phone number or 
email changes sent to the church office so we 
may keep those up-to-date. Please send any in-
formation to secretary@gsucc.org or Good Shep-
herd UCC, 1050 NW Maynard Rd., Cary, NC 
27513. You may also call the secretary at 919-
481-1441 x101. 

Our July Birthdays 
 

1  Dave Sniffin 

4  Barbara Newman 

6  Allen Boyer 

8  Benjamin Williams 

13 Kristin Chapin 

13 Ruth Hudgins 

17 Matthew Snyder 

19 David Lundin 

20 Emily Mead 

22 Mia Kearns 

30 Kevin Kerr 
 

Our August Birthdays 
 

2  Bettye Aggerup 

3  Annie Buchanan 

3  Leslie Cole 

9  Adam Drew 

10 Carla Gregg-Kearns 

11 Lynn Valle-McElroy 

12 Davis Murray 

14 Steven Boyer 

14 Tammy Rowland 

16 Daniel Lee 

18 Rev. June Fulton 

18 Connie Holleman 

20 Kiara Dressler 

22 Linda Velto 

23 Ryan Williams 

27 Vernon Palango 
 

If you have a birthday 
in July or August and 
it is not listed, please 
call (919) 481-1441 
and let us know. 

Cara and Evan Williams welcomed into the 
world on June 17th their son Carter Charles 
Williams. He arrived at 2:59 am and clocked in 
at 9lbs. 7ozs., 21 inches. 
 
We wish many blessings upon Carter, his par-
ents Cara and Evan, and his brothers Ben and 
Ryan! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Linda Velto 

 Summer Sundays feature a variety of Spe-
cial Music offerings. A combined ensemble of 
men and women will sing in August. This is a 
great opportunity for anyone who likes to sing, 
regardless of choir membership, with only a 
brief commitment. Dates are TBD; stay tuned 
for more info!  

 Kids will have two special opportunities to 
provide special music. Those who attend VBS 
at Covenant Christian Church will be invited to 
share some of the VBS music in worship on 
August 2nd. The Children’s Chorale will sing on 
August 30th, with just one rehearsal at 9:30 
that morning. Kids from preschool through el-
ementary school are encouraged to partici-
pate. 

 Other Sundays will feature instrumental 
and vocal solos and duets. If you are interest-
ed in sharing your musical talent with the con-
gregation, you don’t have to wait to be asked! 
Contact Linda Velto at lindavelto@gmail.com. 

Communion  connecting with God 

By Linda Velto 
 

 Hunger is an ongoing, complex problem 
locally and in all corners of the globe. On May 
31st, Good Shepherd sought to make an 
impact during a hunger-focused worship 
service and Hunger Lunch. We had 
opportunities for prayer, education, 
advocacy, and donations. We signed and 
mailed 61 Letters urging action on hunger-
reducing policies to legislators. Two wagons 
were filled to overflowing with food donations 
for the Dorcas Ministries food pantry. We 
collected $739 to benefit the Interfaith Food 
Shuttle. Conversation about the issues took 
place over a simple but satisfying meal of rice 
and beans. Thank you to all who participated 
in any way, whether you prepared food for 
the meal, set up and cleaned up, organized 
worship stations, shared your ideas with 
others, or opened your heart and mind to 
learn more. Thank you as well to all who 
donated food and money to the effort. Your 
generosity makes a real impact for people in 
our area. 
 
 With school out for the summer and kids 
eating more meals at home, many low 
income families find their small food budgets 
stretched to the breaking point. As a result, 
the resources of local food banks are also in 
danger of being depleted. Through July 12th, 
Social Ministries will take a special collection 
for the food pantry at Dorcas Ministries, in 
addition to our ongoing support of the Toilet 
Paper shelf. Dorcas is currently especially in 
need of the following items:  
 

Canned Fruit, Pinto Beans, Juice or Drink 
Mix, Canned Tomatoes, Pasta Sauce, Jelly, 
Canned Chicken, Flour (2lb. bag), Sugar (2 
lb. bag), Cereal, Diapers (size 4,5,6), 
Cleaning Supplies, Dinner Mixes. 
 Two containers will be at the front of the 
sanctuary for your donations. Thank you for 
your continued effort to follow Jesus’ 
command to feed the hungry. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
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Children  connecting with our future 

By Katherine Gleason 
 

 After a very busy May – volunteering at Dor-
cas on May 2, running the Mother’s Day service, 
and our end-of-school celebration on May 31 – 
the Youth Group took the month of June off. 
We’ve got some activities planned for July and 
August, so we hope some youth will be around! 
 
 On Sunday, July 12, we will visit the NC Mu-
seum of Art after church. The weather will de-
termine if we see the outdoor art in the museum 
park or stick with the indoor exhibits, but either 
one will be enjoyable! On Saturday, August 1, 
we will be at Dorcas from 11 am to 2 pm. Just 
before school starts back up, the Hollemans will 
host us for a pool party on Saturday, August 22. 
Thanks in advance, Toby & Connie, for your 
generous hospitality! 
 
 As a reminder, all middle and high school 
youth are welcome to join us – and over the 
summer, that includes rising 6th graders and 
just-graduated 12th graders. 

By Debra Buchanan 

Sunday School for the Empowered Eagles 

(Grades 1-5) is not in session during the sum-

mer. However, the Shining Sheep (age 3-

Kindergarten) and Little Lambs (age 12 weeks - 

2 yrs) continue to meet throughout the summer. 

Children's bulletins and activity bags (see be-

low) are available for children joining us in wor-

ship during these summer weeks. Sunday 

School for the Empowered Eagles resumes Sep-

tember 13th. 

Children’s bulletins and activity bags will be 
available for all children through 5th grade for 
use during the summer worship services. The  
activity bags will be located at the entrance of 
the Sanctuary. Inside these bags children will 
find a pencil, some crayons, and some drawing 
paper. Parents, if your child is getting restless 
during the service, 
please feel free to 
retrieve an activity 
bag for your child. 
You may find that 
you enjoy the ser-
vice more if your 
child is occupied!  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Community  connecting beyond our walls 

By Anne Mackie 
 

Some things have helped me to think more 
clearly this past week since 9 members of the 
Emanuel AME Church in South Carolina were 
shot to death. My first response was shock, 
grief and cynicism. “What can we do?  It seems 
so hopeless to stop this terror from continuing 
against people of color after hundreds of years.” 
The Sunday after the killings, instead of 
attending our own church I stayed home and 
watched the Sunday worship at Emanuel AME 
Church. It had been hard to understand the 
forgiveness expressed to the killer by family 
members of those murdered just 24 hours after 
the shooting. During the service there was 
much dancing and singing “Alleluia” which 
seemed equally difficult to understand. A 
reporter who grew up in the AME church 
explained that we were not witnessing 
Happiness during worship. People were 
deliberately expressing Joy which he explained 
is a different thing -- a discipline born of faith 
and done despite the terrible losses.  The 
forgiveness expressed must be a similar 
discipline -- done in spite of the hurt, it was 
done as an act of faith in the midst of terrible 
loss. “We express Joy anyway.” “We forgive 
anyway.” It is refusing to let hate win. It is 
insisting that love will win one day, despite our 
ongoing centuries of the terrible and immediate 
pain. It is a gift from the African American 
tradition we can all emulate and for which we 
can be grateful. It is forceful and deliberate 
resistance to evil.   
 
Wednesday afternoon this past week I attended 
Bible Study at Pullen Baptist Church.   Rev. Dr. 
William Barber who is state President of the NC 
North Carolina NAACP gave one of the Bible 
Studies. I was afraid that more violence might 
erupt, but I wanted to show unity with other 
people who are outraged by these senseless 
killings. Clearly every one of the hundreds who 
attended were glad to see each other there.   
Rev. Dr. Barber shared the wisdom of a great 

Jewish theologian -- Dr. Herschel -- who said 
that the role of a prophetic body in a nation is 
to make sure the nation understands the rage 
of God -- that God hates injustice.   
 
Dr. Barber used Isaiah 58: 1-12 as the basis of 
his reflections. It tells us to shout, to not hold 
back, to tell the people of the nation what is 
unjust in clear terms, to repent our own 
offenses, and make repayment for them. Dr. 
Barber said our concern need not be with 
blaming the young man who did the shooting 
any more than Jesus blamed the Roman guards 
who crucified him. When Jesus said “Forgive 
them, for they know not what they do” he was 
talking about the guards who were paid by the 
Roman empire to carry out the crucifixion.  
Jesus and his people were the “Black” people of 
his times. “Forgive the sinner, but fight what 
produces the sinner.”  was Dr. Barber’s 
message. Barber called on us to be 
“Interrupters” of racist talk and action always, 
but especially as expressed by those in power, 
and for us all to insist on justice in housing, 
health access, schools, criminal justice, fair 
wages, etc. We can take responsibility for 
actively changing injustice in our world. I 
believe this has to begin with understanding 
that each of us is 100% completely GOOD.  We 
are all God’s children, born in God’s image.  We 
all grew up in a sinful world which has hurt us 
in many ways. We grow in understanding year 
by year and that is good. Our action from now 
on can be a based in a discipline of love as we 
have witnessed in the African heritage church in 
America. 

This is a statement of personal faith and belief. 

Should anyone else wish to express such a 

statement, please submit your statement to 

newsletter@gsucc.org for review. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:newsletter@gsucc.org
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UCC was formed in 1957 by the combination 

of the Congregational-Christian Churches and 

the Evangelical and Reformed Churches. In 

most areas of the country one or the other 

faction dominated, so forming the conference 

for those areas was relatively easy. In south-

eastern Virginia and North Carolina there was 

a sizeable group of both factions plus two Afri-

can-American church associations. These 

churches were also dealing with the civil rights 

issues of the time. Combining these groups 

into the Southern Conference took eight 

years. An organizational meeting was held at 

the Congregational Church in Greensboro in 

1964. The conference was finally started at a 

meeting at Elon College in 1965. 

 

The main business of the conference meeting 

was to elect new offices and approve the 2016 

budget. While electing new officers and board 

members drew little discussion, there was 

some concern about the conference’s finances.  

For the past several years the conference has 

been running a deficit. With the fiscal controls 

imposed in 2011 and beyond, the deficits are 

getting smaller. The conference relies heavily 

on the Our Churches Wider Mission (OCWM) 

funds to operate. The OCWM payment from 

the local churches have not kept up with the 

conference expenses; thus, for next year, the 

conference is proposing that local churches 

collect a special offering on 5th Sundays to 

supplement OCWM.   

 

Because of opposition to a lawsuit filed by the 

General Synod of the UCC, some of the local 

churches withheld their OCWM giving in 2014.  

In addition to outlawing same-sex marriages, 

Amendment One also made it a criminal of-

fense for clergy to perform religious marriage 

ceremonies for same-gender couples. The suc-

cessful suit argued that that was a violation of 

religious freedom. Rev. Geoffrey Black, Gen-

eral Minister and President of the UCC, pre-

sented the Southern Conference a check for 

$50,000 to compensate for some of the lost 

revenue.  

 

By Dave Stonefield 

Let it Shine -- All the Time 
All the Time – Let it Shine 

 
That was the theme of the 50th anniversary 

meeting of the Southern Conference of the 

United Church of Christ. The Conference co-

vers the Eastern North Carolina Association 

(ENCA), Eastern Virginia Association (EVA), 

and the Western North Carolina Association 

(WNCA).   

 

The three-day meeting was held at the Koury 

Convention Center in Greensboro, NC and was 

chaired by our own Carla Gregg-Kearns as 

President of the Southern Conference. I was 

fortunate to be Good Shepherd’s delegate to 

the meeting. Seven other members from Good 

Shepherd attended as guests.   

 

The meeting started with a service and the pa-

rade of banners representing the churches at-

tending the meeting. The agenda was a com-

bination of business, services and a generous 

sprinkling of history. The celebration was, of 

course, tempered by the events in Charleston, 

SC. The Southern Conference has worked for 

50 years to bring different racial groups to-

gether and then to have the horrific events in 

Charleston occur on the eve of the celebration 

shows us that we have more work to do.   

 

I will not try to repeat all that was said about 

the rich history of the conference, but I will 

leave a copy of the program Commemorative, 

Historical and Souvenir Booklet in the narthex 

for anyone who wants to read about the histo-

ry. However, I think that it is worthwhile 

pointing out some facts about the formation of 

the conference. As you may remember, the 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Susie Oliver 

 
 Plans are being finalized for the August 2-
8 mission trip to Johns River Valley Camp in 
western North Carolina. Currently 21 partici-
pants from Good Shepherd and 13 from 
Covenant Christian Church are planning to 
participate in the trip. Each person going is 
paying $200, with the balance of $250 per 
participant being paid by contributions from 
GSUCC and Covenant. We have over half of 
the money needed 
from our church’s 
contributions to fi-
nance the trip. 
 
If you can’t partici-
pate in the mission 
trip, a great way to 
support the project 
is to purchase 
shares of stock for 

$25 each. **Shareholders will be sent post-
cards during the trip and invited to a special 
event after the trip where participants will 
share stories and pictures of their experi-
ence.** Following our worship services in 
July, someone will be selling stock at the 
back of the church. We hope you will help 
us share God’s love with those who are less 
fortunate by supporting our stock sale. 

Another budget item discussion revolved 

around funding for Pastor Leadership Develop-

ment program (PLD). The program was started 

about 10 years ago to support individuals en-

tering into the ministry. It has been funded by 

outside grants with some funds from the 

Southern Conference. The meeting directed the 

Board of Director to review the program, its 

staffing and funding and determine the best 

way to continue support for the effort. 

 

In addition to the business items the agenda in-

cluded a number of musical interludes and inspi-

rational services and speakers.  On Friday after-

noon there was a preaching festival with 6 con-

ference ministers delivering sermons on cele-

brating the Southern Conference heritage, diver-

sity in unity, and race matters from different 

points of view. 

 

It was my pleasure to be able to represent Good 

Shepherd at this meeting and I thank the church 

Cross-Cultural  connecting beyond our borders 
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Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Licensed Minister: Linda Velto 
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Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
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Custodian: Melinda Devenouges 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer, Nanette Nelson 
& Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours: 
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& SERVE 

Garden Report 

By Anne Mackie 

 

 We now have nine volunteers, working in 

the garden faithfully watering, weeding, 

harvesting and doing all-round maintenance.  

Since the beginning of June we have provided 

the following to Dorcas Ministries: 
 

28 zuchinni squash, seven cucumbers, and 23 

bags of fresh salad greens, which included 

snow peas. 

 

 Our soil is clearly improved since last year.   

Tomatoes, eggplants and peppers are getting 

ready to be picked soon. New pole bean 

plants are rising in the beds at the far end 

away from Sanctuary. Several large far-

ranging butternut squash plants are growing 

rapidly and producing squash for Fall too.  

Take a few minutes to walk down and to 

enjoy the garden. We hope to expand the 

garden in the Fall with raised beds which 

could give us one third more production space 

for the seasons ahead. 

 

 Once the deer found the snow peas, they 

too had a feast for a week or two.* 

 

*Editor’s note: All are welcome? 

Another crop to Dorcas from  

The GSUCC Garden 6/13/2015 
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