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Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns’ Sabbatical: 

Living Waters 

May 18-August 19, 2020 
 
I am the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, I will give 
to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without 
cost. -  Revelation 21:6 
 
The purpose of a sabbatical is to renew and energize the joint ministry of 
the pastor and the congregation. Our theme, Living Waters, invites both 
the pastor and the congregation into a time of discovering and being filled 
with that which brings life and energy to them.  
 
A sabbatical time of up to three months is offered in Pastor Carla’s call 
agreement every five years, and this summer she will have been at Good 
Shepherd for seven years.  Sabbaticals are for healthy pastors in healthy 
congregations and serve to be a time of rejuvenation for continued minis-
try together.  For Pastor Carla, the sabbatical will include study, reflection, 
travel, retreat, and time with mentors, family and friends. Simultaneously, 
the congregation will also have time to explore experiences that are re-
newing to them—to seek their own living waters.   
 
More details will be shared in the coming months.  The Staff Relations 
Committee (Carolyn Lundin, Dot Scrimgeour, Mark Stinneford, and Todd 
Weber), along with Moderator Amy Murray, will also host an information 
session after worship on February 9.  
 
We look forward to this 
shared time of spiritual 
renewal for our pastor 
and congregation! 

Women’s Fellowship P. 4 

Sabbatical: Living 

Waters 

P. 1 
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  Stewardship of Worship   

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Please join us as we begin the season of Lent with our friends from Cary First Christian and Covenant 
Christian by sharing in a soup dinner and Ash Wednesday service at Good Shepherd. The Ash 
Wednesday service focuses on a time of confession and the imposition of ashes as we turn our hearts 
and minds toward God during the seven weeks of preparation for Easter.  Members are asked to sign 
up to bring soup and bread to share. We hope to serve about 100 people.  Please arrive with food by 
6:15 p.m.  The meal and service promptly begin at 6:30 p.m.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday (February 26) and lasts 40 days, not including Sun-
days.  The name has Germanic roots, meaning “to lengthen,” which reflects the lengthening of days 
in the spring. Lent was traditionally a time of preparation, fasting, and praying for those who were to 
be baptized at Easter.  Today it is a time of repentance, reflection, and action as we prepare our-
selves for Easter.  Our Lenten theme this year, reflected in study and worship, is Wilderness.  Join us 
each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. for Wilderness Worship using images and text from “Sanctified Art.” 
 
Wilderness “state of the wild” 
 
Lent begins in the wilderness. The Spirit guides Jesus 
into the wilderness where he comes face-to-face with 
temptation and struggle. Yet, in his 40 days of fasting, 
resisting, and wandering, Jesus is shaped and formed 
for his ministry. Similarly, through the wilderness of 
Lent, we are invited to surrender to the wild leadings of 
the Spirit. We rarely enter the wilderness willingly, but 
hopefully through our wandering we remember who we 
are and whose we are. The wilderness can become sa-
cred even if it remains dangerous. There is no wilder-
ness space too harsh or threatening for God’s love. This 
Lent, we welcome you to the journey. 

Pastor Carla Away 
From January 31-February 2, Pastor Carla will be in Kansas City, Missouri, to as-
sist in preparations for the United Church of Christ’s General Synod in 2021.  
While she is away, our Associate Pastor Linda Velto will be available for pastoral 
emergencies.   

On February 2, we will welcome our Conference Minister, the Rev. Dr. Edward Da-
vis, to the pulpit.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
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 Stewardship of Faith Formation   

 
 
 
 
 
 

GSUCC will join Covenant Christian at Cary First Christian (1109 Evans 
Road) for our annual Community in the Heart of Christ Lenten Lecture.  
Our featured speaker this year is Rev. Rodney Sadler, Jr., Ph.D.  Dr. 
Sadler is a graduate of Howard University, Howard University School of 
Divinity, and Duke University. He is an ordained Baptist minister and 
presently serves as Associate Pastor of Mount Carmel Baptist Church 
and Associate Professor of Bible at Union Presbyterian Seminary. Among 
Dr. Sadler’s research interests are the intersection of race and scripture, 
the impact of our images of Jesus for the perpetuation of racial thought 
in America, the development of African American biblical interpretation 
in slave narratives, the enactment of justice in society based on biblical 
imperatives, and the intersection of religion and politics.  All are wel-
come to join us, and childcare will be available. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 
 
 
 
 
We will join together in simple fellowship meals at 6:30 p.m., with guided questions during the sea-
son of Lent at each of the churches. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

March 10 Covenant Christian 2911 SW Cary Parkway 

March 17 GSUCC 1050 NW Maynard Road 

March 24 Cary First Christian 1109 Evans Road 

Wednesday Morning Spirituality Group 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to join us for our Wednesday Spirituality Group that meets at 10:30 a.m., at High 
House, for refreshments, prayer and study.  We are currently studying the Gospel of Matthew and 
our schedule for the next few weeks is: 

Date Topic Scripture 

February 5 Questions and Opposition Matthew 11-13 

February 12 Christology and Ecclesiology Matthew 14-18 

February 19 Journey to and Ministry in Jerusalem Matthew 19-25 

February 26 The Cross of Christ Matthew 26 - 27:61 

March 4 The Resurrection Matthew 27:62 - 28  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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In February, the GSUCC Book Club is reading Code Girls: The 
Untold Story of the American Women Code Breakers of World 
War II, by Liza Mundy.  During World War II, more than 
10,000 women served as code breakers.  Their efforts short-
ened the war and saved countless lives.   

Please join us on Tuesday, February 25, at 7 p.m, at High House, as we discuss 
their stories. 

By Sue Rice 

By Sarah Stoeckel

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A playground planning committee is coming soon, and we are in need of mem-
bers! Most committee meetings will take place during the evening by conference 
call, and together we will forge a vision for what a playground at Good Shepherd 
might look like! Contact Sarah Stoeckel if you’re interested in participating. 

 

 

“Potluck” Dinner 

Thursday, February 13 - 7:00 p.m. - Church Sanctuary 
 
 
February Women’s Fellowship “potluck” dinner will be Thursday, February 13, 
at 7:00 p.m., in the church sanctuary.  Please bring a light “finger food” item 
to share.  Our guest speaker will be Colonel Wright of the Cary Police Depart-
ment, who will share thoughts and tips on ways we can improve our personal, 
home and vehicle safety.  All are welcome!  Please email Stephanie Herold 
with questions you may have so that Colonel Wright can gear his talk towards 
our questions.    

February is Chatham Commons sock drive month.  We are collecting new wom-
en’s or men’s socks to offer residents currently living at Chatham Com-
mons.  Socks with sole grippers are especially appreciated.  A box has been 
placed near the outer door in the narthex for these donations during Febru-
ary.  THANK YOU! 

 Stewardship of Relationship   

By Stephanie Herold 

  Stewardship of Building & Grounds    

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:sarah.e.stoeckel@gmail.com
mailto:sbherold01@gmail.com
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 Stewardship of Congregational Care   

 

 

The Stewardship of Congregational Care is providing our congregation with information on new 

members as a way to help us to get know their names and faces and something about them. Infor-

mation provided by members who joined on December 22 is posted in the back of the sanctuary 

and included below. Please take time to get to know them and welcome them to our church family!  

 

The Allen 

Family 
Chaffin is a native of 
Harrells, NC.  Lindsay 
is a Maryland native 
but grew up in south-
east Pennsylvania.   
 
They moved to Cary 
in 2017 from the Wil-
mington, NC area, 
where they married in 
2013, and are both 
proud UNCW alumni! 
They are the proud 
parents of Milani, 6, 
and River, 1, and 
their two rescue cats, 
Fuzzy and Kahuna!  
 
Chaffin is a local kin-
dergarten teacher at 
Briarcliff Elemen-
tary School, under-
going his National 
Boards Certification.  
Lindsay is a Certi-
fied Health Educa-
tion Specialist, but 

currently stays at home with their youngest, 
River!  She is a published contributing writer for 
The Mighty, chronicling mental health and disa-
bility rights. As a family, they love all things 
outdoors—hiking, the mountains, gardening, 
fishing!  They love watching Ravens and Pan-
thers football.  Milani is a proud daisy in Girl 
Scouts, enjoys participating in her school’s run-
ning, gardening, and craft clubs.  River is cur-
rently a busy explorer, enjoys eating all fruits 
and veggies and keeping them on their toes! 

     

   The Schendstoks 
 

 
Our accent reveals that we were not born and 
raised in the USA.  You might hear a slight 
Texas accent, because in 1997, we emigrated 
from the Netherlands to Plano, Texas.  After 
21 years of weekly travel, Fred found a job 
with much less travel in Cary and we moved to 
NC in 2018.  We have lived for a year in our 
‘forever home’ in Fuquay Varina.  
 

We have 3 kids: Iris (30) just moved three 
months ago from Denver, Colorado, to Win-
ston Salem (so much closer by); Matt (27) 
graduated this summer in Lexington, Ken-
tucky, and started his first job three months 
ago in Washington, DC; and our “baby” Linda 
(20) studies at a small college near Birming-
ham, Alabama.  We love it here:  the trees, 
nature, proximity to beach and mountains and 
above all, the friendly people.  
 

In Plano, Texas, we were members of a big 
United Methodist Church (about 6,000 mem-
bers) with fabulous mission opportunities, 
choirs (our daughters sang in the high school 
choir with another 130 kids) and music.  So, 

we really 
had to get 
used to “small 
churches,” but 
we are blessed 
to have found 
GSUCC.  We 
hope to be-
come more 
active in the 
church in 2020 
and are look-
ing forward to 
knowing you 
al l  much 
better!  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Karen Stinneford 

 

MEET THE MEMBER:  

SAMANTHA CANTRELL 

When Samantha Cantrell moved to Holly Springs from 
San Diego with her husband, Lance, the relocation 
meant leaving behind her beloved church family.  
 
Samantha researched options for a progressive faith fel-
lowship in her new community, but quit after becoming 
frustrated when she couldn’t find what felt like a good 
match.  
 
Then Samantha gave birth to their son, Truman, on 
March 15, 2018.  
 
“While we were in the hospital, I experienced a moment 
where I knew I just HAD to find us a church,” she said. 
“It was a special sense of urgency this time, an undenia-
ble ‘God moment.’” 

 
Shortly afterward, Lance and Samantha drove past Good 
Shepherd while returning a modem to the Spectrum 
store located in a nearby shopping center.  
 
“I was elated when I saw the welcoming message and 
the rainbow flag outside,” she said. “I immediately 
Googled the church and with every detail I read online, I 
became increasingly more excited. ‘I think this might be 
it!’ I told my husband. Once we were out of the newborn 
haze, we came to check it out, and we haven’t looked 
back. I had never heard of the UCC denomination before, but I am so glad and thankful we stum-
bled upon Good Shepherd. We have felt genuinely welcomed since the day we first visited.” 
 
Lance and Samantha—both native Californians—met in San Diego. Although they loved their home 
state, they didn’t see it as the place to raise the family they knew they wanted.  
 
“We wanted to live somewhere more affordable; someplace that was a bit slower-paced and more 
family-oriented,” she said. “Most importantly, we wanted a place that would allow us the opportuni-
ty for me to stay home when we had children. Lance works in IT, and after researching some of the 
best areas to live and work, the Triangle repeatedly came up.” 
 
The couple visited the area in August, 2016, loved what they saw, and made immediate plans to 
move.  
 
“We celebrated our first wedding anniversary by toasting over our moving boxes in our apartment 
in San Diego, excitedly awaiting our move date,” Samantha said. “As with any big change in life, it 
was scary, but we held hands and jumped! We’ve had a lot of friends and family visit us, and we’re 
slowly but surely working on getting our family members to move here as well.” 
 
Parents to 20-month-old Truman, Samantha and Lance are enjoying showing their son their newly 
adopted community.  
 
“We love to go on walks and listen to music. We also love to read and are perfectly content being 
homebodies when our schedule allows,” she said. “Two out of three of us love to drink coffee.” 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Currently, Samantha is taking care of Truman full time. Before becoming a stay-at-home mother, 
she studied rehabilitation counseling in graduate school, and worked with children and adults with 
various cognitive disabilities in different capacities—including vocational rehabilitation counselor, 
school counselor, social worker and life skills instructor. 
 
“I have a passion for serving those who are differently abled and feel strongly that no one should be 
denied the right to live the life they want, regardless of ‘diagnosis’ or ‘disability,’” she said. “I’m not 
sure what shape my career will take in the future, but I know it will always be led by these values.”  
 
Samantha is eager to meet other families with young children at Good Shepherd,     
 
“And I look forward to becoming more educated on the local needs in our communities through 
Good Shepherd,” she said. “I’m also interested in outreach for individuals with disabilities who may 
live in group-home settings or experience other barriers to attending church.” 
 

Newcomer Coffee 

If you are new to Good Shepherd, we invite you to coffee 

and light refreshments with Pastor Carla, at 9:30 a.m. 

in the sanctuary on February 23. It’s an informal time 

to learn about the church and its ministries.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On February 9 and 16, at 9:15 a.m., in the library at Good Shepherd, Pastor Carla will offer a two-
part class on the United Church of Christ and our particular congregation.  We'll learn a bit about the 
history of the UCC, how it is organized and what it stands for on the first Sunday.  The second week, 
we will focus on the specifics of ministry at GSUCC.   
 
If you would like to attend, please RSVP HERE or call the church of-
fice by February 4, so we can be sure to have enough materials and 
childcare if needed.   
 
Following the class, those who wish to join will be welcomed into 
membership during a worship service held at a time that works for 
everyone.  Taking the class does not commit you to becoming a 
member.  It is just an opportunity to learn more about the United 
Church of Christ and Good Shepherd. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdPuZZLP6gq6TDtUQps9a0_tZ_5vq3OgKLHc5pycLUc4Nxq3Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
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By Linda Velto 

 Stewardship of Mission and Outreach    

 
 
 
 
Last fall you heard a lot about Wake County Sponsors, the non-partisan organization created across 
all lines of division and committed to creating change on issues that impact local residents. The 
name Wake County Sponsors was a placeholder as the organization was in development. At the 
December meeting, attendees voted to adopt the official name: ONE Wake (Organized Neighbors 
for Empowerment). The name represents the spirit of community organizing, which brings large 
numbers of people and institutions together to work with those in power to create solutions.  
 
Many of you attended listening sessions where you shared your concerns about things like afforda-
ble housing, mental health services, and public transportation, among other issues. After listening 
to over 3,100 people across the county, ONE Wake has settled on three main problems for its first 
action agenda: affordable housing, education, and living wages/quality jobs.  
 
The next step is to break these broad priorities into specific, winnable issues. For example, consider 
the problem of affordable housing. Do we want a developer to include affordable units in a particu-
lar new project? Is there an existing housing complex that has significant safety concerns? Is there 
a concern with racial discrimination in granting housing assistance? The goal is to find specific, ac-
tionable issues within the broader problems and engage the appropriate business and political lead-
ers to resolve them. With each success, ONE Wake will gain a reputation as an organization that 
has the people and power to get things done, increasing our chances for success on subsequent 
action campaigns.  
 
Good Shepherd has committed funds in the 2020 budget as a dues-paying member institution of 
ONE Wake. Through this partnership with approximately 60 other member institutions, Good Shep-
herd will be part of creating real change for real people in local communities. Our initial agenda 
may or may not impact GSUCC members or the residents of Cary. However, ONE Wake has formed 
with the intention of being around for many years to come, making life more equitable for people in 
all parts of the county.  
 
ONE Wake is working toward a public launch of its first specific agenda items on May 31. It will be a 
gathering of members from all participating institutions, plus political and business leaders. Until 
May 31, we will be working in small groups to research the issues, solutions, and decision makers. 
New participants in the process are always welcome! If you are interested in learning more or get-
ting involved, please talk to Linda Velto, Diane McPherson, Beth Crews, or Tim Lee.  
 
 
 

       ONE Wake  

 

 

 

Conversation with Jim Wallis - Wednesday, February 12 

Join Sojourners and Southeast Raleigh Table (1950 New Bern Ave, Raleigh) on Wednesday, February 
12, at 7:00 p.m., for an evening conversation with Jim Wallis on the ways Jesus speaks directly to the 
heart of our political, spiritual, and moral crises. Jim will be discussing his most recent book Christ in 
Crisis, which is available for sale and signing. This event is free and open to the public.  Click here for 
more information or contact Jon DePue. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.onewake.org/
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=32513017&msgid=219003&act=3URO&c=1575195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fsojo.net%2F
mailto:JonD@gsucc.org?subject=Conversation%20with%20Jim%20Wallis
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Habitat for Humanity  
Update 
 
 
Habitat Wake has been working for more than three years to bring homes to Hannah Place, off Trim-
ble Avenue in Cary. Their efforts will finally come to fruition this spring! Site development is in pro-
gress right now, with plans to begin construction on the first of seven houses in May. Good Shepherd 
will once again participate with the Cary Coalition of Churches on the Hannah Place site. Stay tuned 
for details and leave room in your spring calendar to hammer some nails or wield a paint brush as we 
create a safe, stable home for a neighbor. 
 
In the meantime, if you have skills in home construction projects or would like to gain some skills, 
consider volunteering with Habitat Wake. Currently there are projects underway or about to begin in 
Garner, Southeast Raleigh, and Wake Forest. People of all skill levels ages 16 and older are welcome 
to volunteer. For dates, times, and registration details, visit Habitat’s volunteer page:  
habitatwake.volunteerhub.com. 

By Linda Velto 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As followers of Jesus Christ who seek to deepen our relationships with God and one another, we can-
not ignore the effects of race on ourselves, our churches, or our communities. In 2017, Cary First 
Christian, Covenant Christian (Disciples of Christ), and Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
launched “Community in the Heart of Christ,” a ministry to engage in worship, reflection, conversa-
tion, and action related to the intersections of faith, race, and community. The ministry continues this 
Lent.   

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Caring for Creation Update                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

Garden:  Our fall/winter garden continues to produce, and we were still harvesting cabbage, broccoli, 
kale, lettuce, collards in January! However, we are now looking forward to planting our spring garden. 
Anyone (including children and youth) interested in learning more about gardening or helping us with 
this opportunity to grow fresh veggies for the patrons at Dorcas Food Pantry is welcome to join on our 
workdays: 

 Tuesday, February 11, 11 a.m., Plant seeds at Janice Meyers’ house; meet at church at 
10:40 to carpool. 

 Saturday, March 7, 10 a.m., Prepare beds for planting 
 Saturday, March 14, 10 a.m., Plant garden 

By Susie Oliver 

Community in the  

Heart of Christ 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://habitatwake.volunteerhub.com/
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Project Drawdown is a global research organization that identifies, reviews, and analyzes the 
most viable solutions to climate change, and shares these findings with the world. 
 
Major surprise:  Trapping the greenhouse gases used in refrigerators and air conditioner units is 
by far the most important action we can take. 
 
In 2016, 197 countries—including the United States—adopted an amendment to phase out these 
refrigerants over the next 30 years, but the Trump administration has yet to ratify the treaty. You 
can contact your US senator or representative to voice your opinion on the issue.  (North Carolina 
senators are Richard Burr at 1-202-224-3154 and Thom Tillis at 1-202-224-6342.)  
 
If we prevent refrigerants from leaking (especially when they reach the landfill) and switch to using 
cleaner chemicals, it would be like keeping nearly 90 gigatons of C02 out of the atmosphere per 
year, according to Project Drawdown’s analysis.  If you buy a new refrigerator or want to replace 
your HVAC, research “green” refrigerants and capturing leaks before you buy. 
 
Here’s my synopsis of Pam Withers’ listing of the 27 most important things 
individuals can do to counteract global warming.  
 
There are 27 things listed that individuals can do about global warming. It’s 
all in an attractive coffee table book titled Drawdown: The Most Comprehen-
sive Plan Ever Proposed to Reverse Global Warming, as well as on 
www.drawdown.org.  But most of us have little time to read a book with 80 
things to do, most not within our individual power.  Pam Withers has reor-
ganized the list to empower us with things we can do as individuals so we can 
feel positive, not discouraged. 

By Anne White 

Walkway:  In addition, our Caring for Creation Committee is planning to in-
stall a walkway of pavers and stone from the church drive to the garden to 
make getting to the garden safer and easier for those who have difficulty 
walking on uneven terrain up and down the hill. If you’ve seen the yellow 
flags in the grass, now you know what we are up to!  We hope to work on 
preparing the ground and installing the walkway on the same days we plant 
the garden, March 7 and 14, beginning at 10 a.m. We invite all who are able 
to help us for as little or as long as possible on either of those days. Please 
see Sofia Sands, Janice Meyers or Susie Oliver if you are interested in helping 
or want more information.   
 
1 Church/10 People/100 Miles $1,000 Challenge:  We had 13 people who represented our 

church in this challenge by walking, running, paddling, biking, and hiking 100 
or more miles each in 2019.  As a result, we are now applying for the $1,000 
grant that will be used for our garden or walkway.  Thanks to the help of the 
following who participated:  Allen Boyer, Kathy Boyer, Matt Boyer, Lisa 
Hartung, Laurie Kamper, Tommy Kamper, Susie Oliver, Sue Rice, Sofia Sands, 
Margaret Shimota, Mark Stinneford, Todd Weber, and Gordon Welles. Thanks 
to each of you for earning this money for our church!  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.drawdown.org
https://www.epa.gov/ozone-layer-protection/recent-international-developments-under-montreal-protocol
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/12022019/kigali-amendment-trump-ratify-hfcs-short-lived-climate-pollutant-republican-business-support-montreal-protocol
https://www.senate.gov/senators/How_to_correspond_senators.htm
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.drawdown.org/solutions/materials/refrigerant-management
https://pamwithers.com/the-27-most-important-things-individuals-can-do-to-counteract-global-warming/
https://pamwithers.com/the-27-most-important-things-individuals-can-do-to-counteract-global-warming/
http://www.drawdown.org/
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By Gordon Welles 
Electronic Giving Made Easy 

During the recent stewardship campaign, several people indicated an interest in managing their con-

tributions to GSUCC through electronic giving. 

For virtually everyone, the process is simple—it can be handled through a service offered by all 

banks in the area—most frequently referred to as “Bill Pay.”  

You go to the appropriate place on your bank’s website, provide the church’s name and address, 

amount to be withdrawn from your bank account, and set up a frequency for withdrawal. The church 

will be mailed a check, which we will credit to your annual giving.  

You may opt to have the bank withdrawal done for whatever amount, and on whatever date you 

choose—the system allows you to easily change or cancel all previously determined withdrawal 

schedules. 

For further information, I have provided links to most of the banks operating in our region: 

Bank of America 

BB&T 

First Citizens Bank  

Fidelity Bank 

Fifth Third Bank 

First National Bank 

PNC Bank 

SunTrust Bank 

Union Bank 

Wells Fargo 

 
If you have questions, contact me at treasurer@gsucc.org. 

The top 3:  Upgrade your fridge or HVAC with the latest efficiency standards, reduce food waste 
and eat less red meat. 
 
Easy to do and low cost:  weather stripping, smart thermostat, LED bulbs, buy bamboo products, 
flush less, compost, reduce shower time to five minutes, wash only full loads in your washing ma-
chine and use biodegradable products. 
  
Remodeling and replacing:  rooftop solar panels, solar water heating; a low-flush toilet; water-
efficient low-flow faucets and showerheads; efficient appliances—dishwasher, washing machine; in-
sulate home better; and buy an electric bike or an electric or hybrid car. 
  

Here’s a great learning activity to do with family or friends or a kids group. Take it one step at 

a time and – discuss your results.  It only took me five minutes to do, and I did not score that 

well.   

Harry J. Foxwell, Ph.D., in an Amazon review of The Uninhabitable Earth: Life After Warming by 
David Welles, states, “In one of the most apropos and frightening metaphors about climate 
change, the author states that we are ‘running a car in a sealed garage.’"  

Other  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.bankofamerica.com/online-banking/mobile-and-online-banking-features/bill-pay/
https://www.bbt.com/online-access/online-banking/bill-pay-faq.html
https://www.firstcitizens.com/personal/online-mobile/digital-banking/payments-transfers#billpay
https://www.bankatfidelity.com/online/bill-pay/web-bill-pay/
https://www.53.com/content/fifth-third/en/personal-banking/bank/banking-on-the-go/bill-pay.html
https://www.fnb-online.com/bank/electronic-banking/online-banking-bill-paying
https://www.pnc.com/en/personal-banking/banking/online-and-mobile-banking.html
https://www.suntrust.com/personal-banking/digital-banking-services/online-banking/online-bill-pay
https://www.unionbanknc.com/online-banking/
https://www.wellsfargo.com/online-banking/bill-pay/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2019/04/specials/climate-change-solutions-quiz/index.html
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Finances First                      By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 
 
Gordon Welles 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 $230,648.86** 12/1/2038 

**Balance will increase as reimbursement money is requested. 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of December 31, 2019*** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $259,995.31 $297,136.00 -$37,140.69 -12.5% 

Total Expenses $251,908.62 $289,934.00 -$38,025.38 -13.1% 

Difference $8,086.69       

***Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of December 31, 2019 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $181,329 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2018 $11,067 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $192,396 $246,554 -$54,158 -22.0% 

Loose $53,570 $24,180 $29,390 121.5% 

Total for 2019 $245,966 $270,734 -$24,768 -9.1% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Good Shepherd  

Activity Bulletin Board 

Plant Garden Seeds 
February 11, 11:00 a.m. 
Janice Meyer’s Home 

Wednesday Morning Spirituality Group 
February 5, 12, 19 & 26  10:30 a.m., High House 

Information Session 

February 9 & 16, 9:15 a.m. 

Library 

Women’s Fellowship 

 February 13, 7:00 p.m. 

Sanctuary  

Newcomer Coffee 
February 23 

9:30 a.m. in Sanctuary 

Ash Wednesday 

February 26, 6:30 p.m. 

Sanctuary 

Book Club February 25, 7:00 p.m.  High House 

Lenten Lecture 

March 1, 4-6:00 p.m. 

Cary First Christian 

Conversation with Jim Wallis February 12, 7:00 p.m. 1950 New Bern Ave., Raleigh 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Children & Youth Ministries: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Amy Murray 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours:  
Senior Pastor: W 10:00 am — 2:00 pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

Our February Birthdays 
 

2 Joshua Mares  

4 Debbie Rivenbark  

6 Shawn Rowland  

7 Janet Edwards  

7 Carolyn Cole  

14 Sylvia Buchanan  

16 Sarah Rowland  

18 Gordon Welles  

23 Susan Carney  

23 Mark Stinneford 

If you have a birthday in February and it 

is not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 

and let us know.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for the thoughtful cards and pray-
ers from the Congregational Care Ministry, the 
beautiful Christmas caroling on December 
22, and the frequent visits from several of you.  

 
I appreciate the love and caring that Good 
Shepherd members share with me!     
                       
                Martha Reed  

 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

