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  Stewardship of Worship   

 

 

 

We had over 40 responses to our survey about worship and re-gathering in 
the midst of COVID-19!  Thank you to all who participated in the survey 
and online conversation. Moderator Amy Murray has gathered a team of 
folks, including church leadership and medical professionals, to work on 
planning for future in-person worship, meetings, and classes.  We are in no 
hurry to return in person and we will keep the safety and well-being of our 
members and community in the forefront of our planning.  The planning 
task force met in late May to look at the survey results and begin their 
work.   
 

Some survey highlights include:  
 

 Most important aspects of in-person worship?   
   Sermon, greeting/visiting, congregational singing 
 

 Most important aspects of online worship? 
      Sermon, music, prayers 
 

 What is absolutely necessary for worship? 
      Scripture and sermon   

By Carla Gregg-Kearns Women’s Fellowship  P. 5 
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 What is the core purpose of worship? 
 Six areas stood out in the short-answer responses:  community/connection, growth/learning/  
 understanding, proclamation (scripture and sermon), vessel for change and action, divine  
 encounter, and centering/renewing.   

 

 What would you need in place to feel safe worshiping at GSUCC again? 
     81% said knowing we were following the NC Health and Human Services guidelines 
     52% said requiring everyone to wear a face mask 
     50% said knowing our sanitizing process  
     50% said seating spaced 6 feet apart 
 

 Since in-person singing is unsafe, the overwhelming majority preferred live instrumental music, 
followed by 50% saying recorded hymns you can listen to. 

 
You can see all of the raw data HERE. 
 
Please feel free to reach out to our staff or Moderator if you have thoughts about the ways we can 
continue to “Be the Church” during this time. 

A Prayer from the Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber       

I do not know when we can gather together again in worship, Lord. 

So, for now I just ask that: 

When I sing along in my kitchen to each song on Stevie Wonder’s Songs in The Key of Life Album, 

that it be counted as praise. (Happy 70th Birthday, SW!) 

And that when I read the news and my heart tightens in my chest, may it be counted as a Kyrie.  

And that when my eyes brighten in a smile behind my mask as I thank the cashier, may it be counted 

as passing the peace. 

And that when I water my plants and wash my dishes and take a shower, may it be counted as re-

membering my baptism. 

And that when the tears come and my shoulders shake and my breathing falters, may it be counted 

as prayer. 

And that when I stumble upon a Tabitha Brown video and hear her grace and love of you, may it be 

counted as hearing a homily. 

And that as I sit at that table in my apartment, and eat one more homemade meal, slowly, joyfully, 

with nothing else demanding my time or attention, may it be counted as communion.   

Amen. 

Annual Congregational Meeting, Sunday, June 14 
 

In this virtual world we are living in, it is still imperative that we continue the work of the church. 
Therefore, we will be holding our annual meeting on June 14, right after our church service on 
Zoom.  The main objective is to share and vote on our ballot of Church Council officers who are nomi-
nated to serve during the 2020-2021 church year, which begins July 1.  We will be voting on the 
Zoom platform, so if you are a “voting” member, please plan to stay a few extra minutes after ser-
vice, as we will need a quorum to take a vote. If you would prefer to vote via mail, we are happy to 
deliver or mail a ballot to you. Please contact the church office for a mail-in ballot.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Amy Murray, Moderator at amyomurray@gmail.com. 

By Amy Murray, Council Moderator 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X429fXtGgiq26ff4gdOdjKLfX97yEMpB/view?usp=sharing


 

(3) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

By Linda Velto 

 Stewardship of Faith Formation   

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

               Sabbatical Postponed 
Like so many other things, my 2020 sabbatical has been postponed indefinitely.  At this time, it is too 
difficult to determine when it will be safe and feasible for the sabbatical to happen.  I trust that in 
good time the sabbatical will take place and we will all have the opportunity for ministry renewal.  In 
the meantime, I will use my continuing education and vacation to find ways to learn and to rest 
through these trying days.   
 
I hope you too are finding ways to tend to your heart and soul right now.  I am grateful for all that 
my position at Good Shepherd affords me.  While I am disappointed at this loss, I am also mindful of 
the good and important work that lies in front of us now.  Though sabbatical plans are on hold, thriv-
ing ministry at Good Shepherd continues! 

Wednesday Morning Spirituality Group 
 
 

Our Wednesday morning group is continuing to meet through the summer online at 10:30 a.m.  
Please contact the office or Pastor Carla for log-in information.  If you would like a place to come to-
gether to share in prayer and spiritual growth, you are invited to join us.  We are studying the book of 
James through June 10 and then will begin a new topic.  All are welcome! 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By Linda Velto 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Virtual Special Music            
             

The choir took an unexpectedly early but necessary hiatus due to the coronavirus shutdown. Many 
thanks to the choir members, who have led hymns during our virtual services, both live and through 
recordings.  
 

Now that we have found a rhythm for virtual worship and have a good under-
standing of the technologies that work best for us, we invite others to join in the 
creation of musical moments for our online services throughout the summer. If 
you sing or play an instrument, consider sharing your talent with the congregation 
in worship. You can do an audio or video recording at home, or you can get assis-
tance recording in the church sanctuary, with appropriate safety protocols in place. 
In some cases, it is even possible to create a recording with others in the safety of 
your own home. Kids and adults, professionals and amateurs, singers, flutists, 
banjo players—if you have a musical talent—we would love to hear from you! Con-
tact Linda Velto at lindavelto@gmail.com for more information and to sign up. 

 

 

Faith and... class meets on Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:00, continuing through the summer. The 
name of the class is left open-ended because that is the nature of our topics and discussion. Faith 
and.... takes on issues of contemporary life, often drawn directly from the news. Topics as diverse as 
racism, pop culture, natural disasters and voting rights have been up for discussion. Class members 
are encouraged to share deeply from their own experiences and perspectives in a safe environment. 
Sometimes we consider how scripture speaks to the topic, sometimes not, but we always come to the 
discussion as followers of Jesus. You'll find the Zoom link in the Thursday email. Come join us! 

The book club is on hiatus until September, when we 

will discuss Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens. 

By Sue Rice 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
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 Stewardship of Congregational Care    

            What is a Stewardship? 
We have many ways in which we perform ministry in our church.  When we join the church, we prom-
ise to be good stewards to the church and help in some of its ministry.   

Beginning in the program year of 2019, we introduced the various stewardships as a way to find an 
area of ministry where you could offer your gifts.  The six stewardships are Building and Grounds, 
Congregational Care, Faith Formation, Mission and Outreach, Relationship, and Worship. 

Every other month, we will be highlighting a stewardship so that you may become more familiar with 
them and decide where you may like to dedicate your time and talents. 

By Kathy Boyer 

With the help of many volunteers, the Congrega-
tional Care Stewardship welcomes our visitors, 
cares for friends and members of the congrega-
tion, and integrates new members. 
 
WELCOMING VISITORS 
 
Lindsey Gregg-Kearns leads our efforts to be a 
welcoming church.  Greeters are asked to take 
time to engage visitors, assure they have name 
tags and sign the welcome book.  Red bags with 
honey and church information are given to first-
time visitors.   
 
Lindsey and Susie Oliver coordinate the collec-
tion of information on visitors.  With the help of 
the greeters at in-person worship, they are able 
to keep a database on attendance and infor-
mation gathered during conversations. This in-
formation is helpful as Pastor Carla plans for visi-
tor coffees and meetings to introduce the visitors 
to our church and denomination. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL CARE    
               
As requests are brought to our attention, the 
Care Team (Susie Oliver, Linda Lahre, Barb Eilers 
and Pastor Carla) assures we understand what is 
needed, and a member of the Care Team leads 
volunteers in implementing our support. During 
the COVID-19 shutdown, all isolated members 
and friends of Good Shepherd are receiving peri-
odic calls to assure they are feeling connected 
with the church and to offer help with shopping 
or errands. 
 
Charlotte Speltz helps the stewardship under-
stand the importance of sending cards and 

providing prayers for our congregation.  A group 
of interested volunteers established this im-
portant ministry for the church.   
 
INTEGRATING NEW MEMBERS 
 
Presently Gordon Welles, Susie Oliver, Linda Lah-
re and Barb Eilers make up the team to integrate 
new members of the church.  A team member is 
assigned to each new member/family joining the 
church. The goal is to understand what the new 
members need from Good Shepherd and to help 
them meet their needs.  Pictures and short sum-
maries about new members are placed in the 
back of the sanctuary to help the congregation  
identify and engage new members. 
 
Karen Stinneford leads our efforts to provide 
newsletter articles about new members.   
 
 
Associate Steward 
Linda Lahre and I 
are thankful for all 
the volunteers who 
have stepped up 
to meet our stew-
ardship’s missions. 
We hope that after 
reading this arti-
cle, you may find 
ways you can use 
your gifts to con-
tinue our success.  
Please do not hes-
itate to contact the team leaders or Linda 
and me if we can help you find a place in our 
ministry. 

The Stewardship of Congregational Care 
By Barb Eilers 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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 Stewardship of Relationship   

 
 
 

 
Weather permitting, come join the women of the church for a “brown bag” 
luncheon in our church parking lot on Saturday, June 13, from 12:00-1:30 
p.m.  Bring your lunch, a comfy chair, positive thoughts, and any helpful sto-
ries on craft and organizing projects you’ve undertaken while staying at 
home.   
 
Also, please bring an item to donate to Dorcas Ministries. Because we are 
meeting outside, let’s focus on needed non-food items:  toilet paper, laundry 
detergent, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, and cleaning supplies.  Your do-
nations will be so helpful!  See you on the 13th! 

By Stephanie Herold 

 Stewardship of Mission and Outreach    

 

 

Like so many other things, the pandemic interrupted plans for ONE Wake to have a grand public 
launch of its first action agenda. However, the massive economic effect of the shutdown provided the 
ideal opportunity for ONE Wake to speak out publicly regarding the needs of Wake County residents.  
 
ONE Wake, a coalition of faith communities and non-profits committed to community advocacy, 
turned out large numbers of people in support of two spending proposals by the Wake County Com-
missioners. With a record-setting 753 public comments to the Commissioners, followed by 183 people 
at a virtual press conference, ONE Wake spoke on behalf of Wake residents experiencing homeless-
ness and those currently struggling to pay rent and utilities. The Commissioners approved $2 million 
to support those who rely on hotels/motels for shelter, $5 million for rent assistance and eviction pre-
vention, and another $20 million as a reserve for housing assistance for the second half of 2020. Allo-
cations are from the federal CARES Act Coronavirus Relief Fund. 
 
Representatives from ONE Wake organizations will convene virtually on Thursday, June 4, at 10:00 
a.m. to evaluate our first public actions and continue to identify issues of common concern in our 
communities. Anyone who would like to see what ONE Wake is all about is welcome to join the meet-
ing. For meeting log-in information, contact Linda Velto at lindavelto@gmail.com. 

       ONE Wake Success   By Linda Velto 

  COVID-19 Fund          
Our COVID-19 Fund is now established and receiving donations to share re-
sources with those in our congregation and community who may need it most. As 
of May 25, we had collected over $12,000 in the fund from over 20 giving units.  
The Fund Committee (Pastors Carla and Linda and Moderator Amy Murray) have 
already approved a dispersal of $2,000 to Dorcas Ministries.  
 

If you are a member or regular participant in need of financial help due to COVID-19, please contact 
Pastor Carla Gregg-Kearns or Associate Pastor Linda Velto. All requests are kept confidential by the 
committee and treasurer. Congregant requests may come anytime, but decisions will be made on the 
15th and 30th of June.  
 
If you would like to donate to the fund, you may do so by sending a check to the church marked "COVID
-19 Fund" in the memo or donate online HERE.  

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
https://www.onewake.org/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=oo37DPDB_IkRvUYRT4XYFR9HODrOVn_HRoRVzfIf6wIC8Jr39BzhtDTFkxI3DZSBKpAJNeczixUmpBqf8ROKB-3avdPht8ScFTxSmF__f6OeDOYm7zynJ0mwxODgHxau
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              Dorcas Ministries Update    

The Dorcas Thrift Shop and donation drop-off area have reopened! Hours are 

Monday-Saturday 12 p.m.-5 p.m. Protocols are in place to ensure the safety of 

customers, staff, and volunteers. Everyone entering the building is required to 

wear a mask, including children, and the number of customers allowed inside is 

limited. The drop-off area is expected to be extra busy, so please be patient and 

follow the posted instructions. Pack items to be donated by category (clothing, 

housewares, books), and load them in the back seat or trunk of your car away 

from personal items.   

Dorcas Ministries is doing all they can to meet requests for emergency financial and food assistance 
in the midst of the pandemic. Financial contributions are the most helpful during this time.  If you 
would like to contribute financially to their work, click here. 
 
The Food Pantry is accepting donations of non-perishable food items, personal hygiene items, and 
cleaning supplies.  You may drop them off Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the food pantry re-
ceiving door next to the main entrance of the Dorcas Thrift Shop.  To find the list of most needed 
items, click here. 
 
If you are in need of assistance and are a Cary or Morrisville resident, please fill out the form here. 
Once your form is received, you will be contacted by email or phone. 
 
All classes are cancelled and the training center is closed. Also, the UNC Mobile Health Clinic is still 
closed. 

By Susie Oliver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Coronavirus summer, I am reintroducing “The Story of Stuff,” a website with simple cartoon char-
acter video stories suitable for children, teens and adults.  I mentioned it in my June, 2018 newslet-
ter, but now it has so much more.  The original is a 20-minute video and it is bit long but was life 
changing for me.  Now the site features many shorter videos that examine the capitalist consumer 
society and its impact on pollution, health and well-being. 
 
Overconsumption fueled by incredible marketing to an explosive global human population is literally 
threatening our planet.   Planned obsolescence is good for selling more stuff.   How many storage fa-
cilities will be added to our landscape?  The final storage destina-
tion is burgeoning landfills.  When you move or family members 
die, just put a dumpster outside and pitch everything in.  Where 
does your garbage go? 
 
The age of consumerism threatens the world’s resources at an 
ever faster rate as the population explodes and forests, water-
ways and farmlands are desecrated.  Now is a good time for 
families to think about that—a better way to live lightly will make 
a better future possible. 

By Anne White 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=32513017&msgid=224265&act=3URO&c=1575195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fdorcascary.org%2Fdonations%2F&cf=12348&v=35e601afd1b291a1126c42f4fc6d4bec77723e1ba6a27a7a17e0930b452f7aaf
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=32513017&msgid=224265&act=3URO&c=1575195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fdorcascary.org%2Ffood-pantry-needs-2%2F&cf=12348&v=dc926d95b7d6f372b663e15e03a07b0601ca74d2a642635b7a50f49637b08b33
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=32513017&msgid=224265&act=3URO&c=1575195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fdorcascary.org%2Fservices%2Ffinancial-and-food-help-during-covid-19%2F&cf=12348&v=fe9544c61287dd3581de6698df71917a30db163c5e7d1f18174853d1cc63ea0e
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By Susie Oliver Garden Update  

Our garden is still looking good, especially with all the rain last month. In May, we harvested 44 

pounds of lettuce, kale and sugar snaps and donated them to Dorcas Ministries Food Pantry. We 

planted flowers to attract bees and 

butterflies. We also added mulch be-

tween the beds in the garden and 

along the walkway.  

 

However, the highlight of our May ac-

tivities was that Bill Cole and Chris 

Alberti installed a beehive behind the 

garden. We hope the bees will polli-

nate the flowers and vegetables to 

increase our yield.  

 

If anyone is interested in helping 

weed, water, plant or harvest, 

p lease contact  Sus ie Ol iver 

at  soliver@mindspring.com. 

                     GOT PLANTS? 
 

Cleaning out your garden? Have extra plants? We are looking for perennial 

flowering plants to fill in around the church garden and by the new walkway. 

If you have plants to share, please leave them inside the garden fence and 

email me at lovetobake69@gmail.com or text me at 919-698-4914 so I can 

plant them. Thanks for sharing!  

One Thing We Can Do for Earth?  Conserve Water! 
  
 
Washing our hands is good for us. It is not great for Creation. Leaving the water running 
for 20 seconds while you scrub your hands wastes about a quarter of a gallon.  Please 
KEEP WASHING YOUR HANDS. Consider turning off the water as you do.   

Shared by Rev. Tamara Franks  

By Susan Maleszweski 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
mailto:lovestobake69@gmail.com
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The Staff Relations Committee invites individuals within GSUCC's 
congregation to share their observations and suggestions as 
prompted in the 2020 staff surveys.  Currently, we are in the pro-
cess of conducting the reviews of the Good Shepherd staff as re-
quired by the bylaws and personnel policies of our church. We have 
differentiated the surveys specific to each position—Sr. Pastor, As-
sociate Pastor, Director of Faith Formation, Church Secretary and 
Nursery Staff.  
 
Links to the printable surveys are below and are being provided in 
the Tuesday emails through June 9. Before June 14, 2020, please 
print and mail your completed survey(s) to the committee member identified on the particular sur-
vey. You are welcome to complete a survey for each staff member serving your needs. 
 
The purpose of these reviews is to assist our paid staff in being the most effective in their role, to 
help them in their growth and development and to identify their needs, issues, and concerns.  The 
reviews seek to build morale, to clarify expectations for each position, to determine continuing educa-
tion opportunities, and to set goals for the year ahead.  It is not the purpose of these reviews to influ-
ence salaries. 
 
The information will be collected, collated, and studied by the Staff Relations Committee.  A summary 
of the results will be shared with the staff member, and mutually agreed upon priorities and goals for 
the future will be determined 
 
Questions can be directed to committee members Dot Scrimgeour, Todd Weber, Mark Stinneford and 
Carolyn Lundin. 

Link to survey folder for the following positions: 

By Carolyn Lundin 

 

Chair Yoga on Zoom! 
Mondays & Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
We have continued our weekly chair yoga class on Wednesdays, and 
we’ve added a Monday class to give everyone another weekly opportunity 
for yoga. All levels, ages and abilities are welcome, and all you need is a 
chair and a non-slip surface in your home. The 45 minute- to 1-hour class 
offers breathing exercises, gentle movement, and both seated and stand-
ing exercises to improve strength, flexibility and balance. The Zoom link 
to join is included in our weekly email.  Please join the class, as there is 
no limit to our class size while we are online.   

By Amy Murray 

Other  

Additional information not associated with a particular Stewardship is included on the following pages. 

Senior Pastor Associate Pastor Director of Faith Formation 

Church Secretary    Nursery Staff    

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1WDHq4EdLYnqM2euqQcBPJ0wzTf5CrnqE
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1WDHq4EdLYnqM2euqQcBPJ0wzTf5CrnqE
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1WDHq4EdLYnqM2euqQcBPJ0wzTf5CrnqE
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1WDHq4EdLYnqM2euqQcBPJ0wzTf5CrnqE
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1WDHq4EdLYnqM2euqQcBPJ0wzTf5CrnqE
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Finances First                      By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided 
me. 

 
Gordon Welles 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 $228,012.56 12/1/2038 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of April 30, 2020** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $92,730.66 $96,746.67 -$,4,016.01 -4.2% 

Total Expenses $79,744.49 $95,094.00 -$15,349.51 -16.1% 

Difference $12,986.17       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of April 30, 2020 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $62,741 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2019 $14,500 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $77,241 $84,102 $6,861 - 8.2% 

Loose $12,339 $8,060 $4,279 53.1% 

Total for 2020 $89,580 $92,162 -$2,582 -2.8% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Good Shepherd Activity Bulletin Board 

Our Sunday morning worship, “Faith and…” class, Wednesday Morning Spiritu-
ality Group, Monday and Wednesday afternoon yoga, Wednesday Night Com-
munity Group, and Storytime with Jon are all now meeting online.  Look for 
links in the weekly emails, or contact the office if you would like to be a part of 
these groups.  We also include other meetings and community events, so we 
hope that you will find a way to continue to engage your faith. 

Return staff  surveys  

before Sunday, June 14 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Faith Formation: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Amy Murray 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours (normal, but not during COVID
-19 restrictions) 
Senior Pastor: W 10:00 am — 2:00 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W 9:30 am — 12:30 pm 

Our June-July Birthdays 
 

JUNE 

3  Larry Dickinson 

3  Linda Lahre 

9  Stephanie Lee 

9  Alex Velto 

16 Gloria Hormuth 

19 Wilson Buchanan 

22 Thomas Buchanan 

27 Kathy Boyer 

27 Barb Eilers 

27 Nan Nelson 

30 Matthew Mead 

If you have a birthday in June or July and 

it is not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 

and let us know.  

 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Church Leadership 

Every June, we hold our Annual Congregational Meeting where, among oth-

er business, we elect our next program year of officers, stewards and asso-

ciate stewards who help to oversee the work done by the volunteers in the 

stewardships and may serve on the Church Council.  If you are interested in 

becoming part of the Church Council and adding your voice and ideas to the 

governance of the church, email 

.  

By Kathy Boyer 

JULY 

1  Dave Sniffin 

4  Barb Newman 

6  Miriam Perez 

6  Allen Boyer 

13 Ruth Hudgins 

19 David Lundin 

20 Emily Mead 

22 Mia Gregg-Kearns 

30 Kevin Kerr 

Photo by Kathy Boyer 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
mailto:nckathyb@gmail.com
mailto:deemcph42@hotmail.com

