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  Stewardship of Worship   

In our worship survey, most answers to “What is the core purpose of wor-
ship?” fell into six categories: Community/Connection, Growth/Learning/
Understanding, Proclamation (scripture and sermon), Vessel for Change 
and Action, Divine Encounter, and Centering/Renewing.  
 
A few quotes capture these themes: 
 To experience the divine in a way that galvanizes us for what’s next in 

our lives. 
 To grow in faith and community while following the path of Christ. 
 To learn to love one another as Christ loved us. 
 
We value the online worship opportunity we are able to share now and for 
the foreseeable future.  Guided by our COVID-19 Task Force recommenda-
tions, we will continue our worship at 10:30 a.m. online Sunday 
mornings.  We are also imagining there are other ways to be in worship 
together and want to explore the possibilities.  
 
Beginning the week of September 13, we will offer “EvenPsalm,” a 
family friendly weekly worship service at 7 p.m., which will last 45 
minutes or less, be outdoors with fewer than 25 people spaced 6 feet 
apart, and wearing masks.  The worship will consist of scripture, prayer, 
quiet, and music set in the beauty of nature. This will not be a typical 
GSUCC service moved outside.  Instead, it will be a 
new way of worship that invites us to a different en-
counter with God and one another during this time.  
Multiple services may be offered to accommodate all 
those who wish to attend. 
 
We are still working on the details, and it would be 
helpful to know how many people would come to 
such a service and what evening would work best.  
Your answers to this survey will assist us greatly in 
our planning. 

 By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
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 Stewardship of Faith Formation   

Wednesday Morning Spirituality Group 
 
 

Our Wednesday morning group is finishing a series on anti-racism on August 5, and we will begin a 
new series as we continue to meet for prayer and study.  You are welcome to join us online Wednes-
day mornings at 10:30 a.m. All are welcome! 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By Linda Velto 

 

 

 

 

This spring, GSUCC was awarded an $11,685 grant from the Calvin Institute for a worship vitality 
project.  Through the project, we hope to more fully give expression in our worship and in our lives to 
the creativity of God’s Word by cultivating creativity, building connections among the worshipping 
community, and deepening engagement with scripture.   
 
Our project on Art and Scripture in Worship will kick off with a special event later this summer, fol-
lowed by our first residency with Christine Parton Burkett.  Look for more details to come. 

Virtual Special Music            
 
As usual, our summer worship services have been blessed by the offerings of special music. Many 
thanks to those who have shared their talents, including the choir members who give of their time 
each week to record our hymns. We will continue with special music into the fall, until the choir can 
safely sing together again.  
 
You are invited to join in the creation of musical moments for our online ser-
vices throughout the summer. If you sing, play an instrument, or dance, con-
sider sharing your talent with the congregation in worship. You can do an au-
dio or video recording at home or in the church sanctuary with appropriate 
safety protocols. It is even possible to create a recording with others from 
the safety of your own home. Kids and adults, professionals and amateurs, 
singers, flutists, banjo players, dancers—whatever your talent, we would love 
to hear from you! Contact Linda Velto at lindavelto@gmail.com for more in-
formation and to sign up. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://divinity.duke.edu/people/christine-parton-burkett
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
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By Chris Alberti 

By Stephanie Herold 
By Amy Murray 

 Stewardship of Relationship   

 
 
 
 

 
Join us for a Women’s Fellowship coffee hour in 
the church parking lot on Saturday, August 8, at 
10 a.m. Bring your favorite morning beverage, 
snack, chair and mask for an hour in the shade 
of catching up. Also, please plan to bring a non-
perishable donation for Dorcas (e.g., toilet paper, 
sanitary items, diapers, hygiene products).  

Update from the 
 COVID-19 Task Force  

 
 
 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, we as-
sembled a group of qualified medical folks and 
members of church leadership to plan and guide 
us through “all things pandemic” as related to 
our church life.  The committee consists of the 
following people: Amy Murray, Council Modera-
tor; Carla Gregg-Kearns, Pastor; Linda Velto, As-
sociate Pastor; Dave Sniffin, Steward of Building 
and Grounds;  Lindsey Gregg-Kearns, R.N; Ari-
anna Keil, M.D.; and Annie Buchanan, M.D. 
   
We are taking into serious consideration the 
steps we need to take to protect our most vul-
nerable members, and follow the current scien-
tific evidence of what is happening in our com-
munity and in our country. 
  
We have developed a document to guide our 
church activities during the pandemic. We will be 
meeting on a monthly basis to review the cur-
rent CDC guidelines and make revisions and up-
dates to our plan. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, contact 
Amy Murray, at amyomurray@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the men have got-
ten away from our former breakfast schedule of 
the first and third Tuesday of each month. For 
the past several months, we have been getting 
together at least once a month at 9:00 a.m., in 
the church parking lot. Everyone brings a folding 
chair, coffee and a snack (we don't share any 
food due to the health guidelines during the pan-
demic).  
 
Our next gathering is Tuesday, August 18, at 9 
a.m. We usually meet for about an hour and a 
half. Anyone is welcome to join us. 

 

The book club is on hiatus until September, when we will discuss 
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens. 

By Sue Rice 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Our study with Cary First, Covenant Christian, and Community Baptist (New Ha-
ven, CT) continues on Tuesday nights at 7 p.m., through August 25.  Our final 
night will include discussion with the author.  Even though the study has started, 
you are still welcome to join us and can register HERE. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ElnzbnJ7Z4YIbkqzWlytE7z8cFwKFFS8SxvZC3aqUAg/edit?ts=5f160404
mailto:amyomurray@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUlc-yopjwsE9CB1LtdyAtsuoAnK6j6ZYg3
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By Linda Velto 

 Stewardship of Mission and Outreach    

 
 
 
 
 
 
If not, the NC State Board of Elections website enables you to register to 
vote, verify your voter registration and your polling place, and provides ad-
ditional information about upcoming elections.  
 
Any North Carolina registered voter qualified to vote in an election may 
request and receive a mail-in absentee ballot (“vote-by-mail”) for any 
election in which absentee voting is allowed.  
 
You Can Vote, a non-partisan, non-profit organization provides clear, concise information, especially 
in colorful posters. 
 
In coming weeks, certain GSUCC-members will be available with information to educate and assist, if 
needed, the GSUCC community to successfully VOTE!  
 
Important Dates: 

October 9 Regular voter registration deadline for November 3 general election 

October 15–31 NC one-stop early voting and “same day registration”  

October 27 Last day to request an absentee ballot by mail for November 3 general election 

November 3 General election 

By Tim Lee 

  Habitat for Humanity Update 
 
 
 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic slowed the work to a crawl on local Habitat homes but has not stopped it 
completely. Habitat Wake has been able to finish homes begun pre-pandemic and has begun a few 
new builds. The work has been accomplished by Habitat employee construction teams, home buyers, 
and a select group of skilled volunteers. While the Cary Coalition of Churches will not be able to be 
involved in a building project during 2020, the site preparation for seven homes on Hannah Place in 
Cary continues. The hope is that the Cary Coalition will be instrumental in the construction of two of 
those homes in spring 2021.  
 
In the meantime, the staff at Habitat Wake is grateful for the financial support of this church and for 
the labor of our volunteers. They also ask for our prayers for the safety of those working on home 
sites and for the families in need of stable, affordable housing. 

                Blood drive—Save the Date! 
 
The Blood Connection will return to Good Shepherd with their mobile do-
nation unit on Sunday, September 13, from 12:00-5:00 p.m. Everyone 
who donated in our successful drive on May 31 will be eligible to donate 
again. If you are considering being a first-time donor and have questions, 
check out the website for The Blood Connection for answers about the 
process. Put the date on your calendar and look for more details to come. 

By Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.ncsbe.gov/Voters/Registering-to-Vote
https://www.ncsbe.gov/Voting-Options/Absentee-Voting
https://www.youcanvote.org/voter-guide
https://thebloodconnection.org/donors/blood-donation-process/
https://thebloodconnection.org/donors/blood-donation-process/
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                    The Carying Place  

              Annual Benefit Auction 

 
The Carying Place holds an Annual Benefit Auction every year to 
help raise money for the people in their program.  They are doing 
it virtually this year and are concerned about receiving the same 
response as in years past.  If you are interested in participating 
and would like to see the items up for bid, click on this link. 
 
Women’s Fellowship also collected gift cards for the creation of a 
“basket” to be given to one of the families in the program.  Pur-
chasing a basket will be another way for people to give to The 
Carying Place and have their donation not only help with the work 
of The Carying Place, but also give a gift to one of the families cur-
rently in the program.  We were able to give a gift worth over 
$330.  Our basket consisted of a stainless steel colander, including 
salad bowls and wooden utensils, each attached with a gift card 
and sunflower.   Thank you to all who were able to participate.  

By Kathy Boyer 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://one.bidpal.net/tcp2020/welcome
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CHANGING OUR WORLD  
 
I would like to share one of my favorite poems.  I am not sure if it has a title be-
cause I just copied the body of the poem when I wrote it down and put in where I 
could read it often.  I think it clarifies issues we need to consider as we contem-
plate all of the converging crises of this decade. 
 

..  
 
I am often impressed by what I read and speakers I listen to, as there are many astute politicians, 
journalists, authors, philosophers, and spiritual leaders who can inspire us to thoughts of how lives 
should be lived and how policies and laws should be written. 
 
As a world, we are now being faced by pandemic, climate change, racial inequality, the sixth extinc-
tion, assaults on natural resources, and chemicals concocted and used without proper understanding 
of their potential impact.  There is a desperate need to work together to save ourselves and our plan-
et, and yet there are so many people with so many opinions.  I have read enough about the history of 
scientific discoveries to know that knowledge is increased by research, yet often science builds on it-
self and what is true in one era may be altered by future research. Much economic, environmental, 
health and nutritional information is fluid, depending on its source and time frame.  There is a strong 
undercurrent facing us – how must we change, how must we adjust our life styles, how must we re-
consider our relationships with our fellow human beings.  There are so many paths to choose from, 
some not yet discovered. 
 
Some are frozen in corporate greed but need to have money to provide for their families.  Some are 
frozen by the groups they belong to and the belief systems of their collective consciousness.  We are 
overwhelmed by excessive goods, food wasted, conflicting  ideas, attitudes and information, and a 
constant barrage of advertising, solicitation, and new technology to be learned—too much, too many 
things, too many distractions.  We are definitely entering a new phase for humanity.  May we have 
the wisdom to contemplate, make changes, live more simply and choose all the good things, discard 
the harmful, and listen to and value all God’s Creation and His Wisdom.  May His kingdom come, His 
will be done.    

 
Many are called, but most are frozen in corporate or collective cold. 
These are the stalled who choose not to be chosen except to be bought and sold. 
 
© By Lee Carroll Pieper, 1983 

By Anne White 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Although we were sad to lose most of our tomatoes to disease and our squash to borers, our garden 

is still producing for Dorcas Ministries Food Pantry. In June and July, we harvested about 170 pounds 

of cucumbers, tomatoes, peppers, green beans, and herbs. We hope to have cantaloupes and water-

melons soon. Thanks go to the following tireless workers who braved the heat to water and harvest:  

Sofia Sands, Miranda Daughtry, Rebecca Kasapidis, Linda Lahre, Tony Hoshaw, Margaret Shimota, 

Shirley Heiman,  Susan Malezweski and Kayla Hill.  Also, we are happy to report that our bees seem 

to be doing well and are busily pollinating our crops and visiting our sunflowers and wildflowers!   

 

If anyone is interested in helping weed, water, plant or harvest, p lease contact  Sus ie 

Ol iver  at  soliver@mindspring.com. 

Garden Update  
By Susie Oliver 

Dorcas Ministries Update    
 

 

Dorcas Ministries has updated its hours for drop-off of clothes and household items. 

Donation drop-off is now available Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, from 

12-5 p.m. The drop-off area is closed on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays. 

 
Food donations are accepted at the food pantry door (front of the building) Monday-
Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.   
 
The thrift shop is open to customers Monday-Saturday from 12-5 p.m. 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
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By Dave Sniffin 

Other  

Stewardship of Building & Grounds  

                                           

    

  GSUCC Grounds  
 
 

 
Hello from your GSUCC Building & Grounds Team. We hope everyone is well and safe, and not too 
bored. But if you are bored, we may be able to help, especially if you like to work outdoors. You 
may have noticed that we did not have the usual spring workday, and quite possibly won't have one 
in the fall, at least with the typical number of participants. We've continued to have the buildings 
professionally cleaned on a weekly basis and to take care of other maintenance issues as they arise; 
however, the outside could use a little help. Several folks have been doing great work in and around 
the garden, the bee hive, and on other grounds related projects, but we could use a few more folks 
who enjoy this sort of work on an occasional basis.  
 
The good part about this is you can work on your own schedule (and socially distant) and do as 
much or as little as you're able, as every little bit helps. If you have a good eye for lawn and garden 
maintenance, feel free to stop by and see what you think could use some tidying up. If you prefer to 
have some direction first, let us know and we can meet you for a walkabout and discuss further on-
site.  
 
One area that definitely could use attention is the bank along Maynard road—weeding, trimming, 
mulch spreading, etc. Any and all help will be gratefully accepted, and we can reimburse for any 
materials purchased! And if you want to help, but can't take the August heat—never fear—this offer 
does not expire at the end of the month, it's good throughout the fall season and probably next 
spring too.  
 
For more information or to volunteer, please contact any of the folks below 
(or just show up and pick a spot that needs attention). Thanks in advance! 
 
Dave Sniffin        dsniffin@earthlink.net 
Randy Murray      ottomurray@gmail.com 
Dave Stonefield   dg_stone@bellsouth.net 

Additional information not associated with a particular Stewardship is included on the following pages. 

Stewardship of Congregational Care  

 
Welcome to new members who joined GSUCC on June 
14:  Dave and Elise Bielen, Jessica Dudash, and Melody 
Kosowski.  
 
We look forward to getting to know more about them in 
next month’s newsletter. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:dsniffin@earthlink.net
mailto:ottomurray@gmail.com
mailto:dg_stone@bellsouth.net
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Finances First                      By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 
 
Gordon Welles 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 $226,676.00 12/1/2038 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of June 30, 2020** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $174,333.50 $145,120.50 $29,213.00 -20.1% 

Total Expenses $120,964.52 $142,672.00 -$21,707.48 -15.2% 

Difference $53,368.98       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of June 30, 2020 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $134,891 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2019 $14,500 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $149,391 $126,153 $23,239 18.4% 

Loose $21,679 $12,090 $9,589 79.3% 

Total for 2020 $171,070 $138,243 $32,828 23.7% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Wednesday Morning Spirituality Group 10:30 a.m. via Zoom 

See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Good Shepherd Activity Bulletin Board 

Sunday Morning Worship 

10:30 a.m. via Zoom 

Community Group 

Wednesdays 

7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Faith And . . . Sunday Study 9:15 a.m. via Zoom 

Our Sunday morning worship, “Faith and…” class, Wednesday Morning Spiritu-
ality Group, Monday and Wednesday afternoon yoga, Wednesday Night Com-
munity Group, and Storytime with Jon are all now meeting online.  Look for 
links in the weekly emails, or contact the office if you would like to be a part of 
these groups.  We also include other meetings and community events, so we 
hope that you will find a way to continue to engage your faith. 

Monday Chair Yoga 

3:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Wednesday Chair Yoga 3:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Storytime with Jon 
Thursdays, 10:00  a.m. via Zoom 

Reading for the Revolution 
Tuesdays 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Men’s Fellowship 

Tuesday, August 18, 9:00 a.m. 

Church Parking Lot 

Women’s Fellowship 

Saturday, August 8, 10:00 a.m. 

Church Parking Lot 

Carying Place Virtual Auction 

August 21, 7:00 p.m.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Faith Formation: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Amy Murray 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours (normal, but not during COVID
-19 restrictions) 
Senior Pastor: W 10:00 am — 2:00 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W 9:30 am — 12:30 pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

Our August Birthdays 
 

2   Bettye Aggerup 

3   Annie Buchanan 

3   Leslie Cole 

10 Carla Gregg-Kearns 

12 Davis Murray 

14 Steven Boyer 

14 Tammy Rowland 

18 Connie Holleman 

22 Linda Velto 

 

If you have a birthday in August and it is 

not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and 

let us know.  

 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

We pray for your love and compassion to abound 
as we walk through his challenging season. 

We ask for wisdom for those who bear the load 
of making decisions with widespread consequences. 

We pray for those who are suffering with sickness 
and all who are caring for them. 

We ask for protection for the elderly and vulnerable 
to not succumb to the risks of the virus. 

We pray for misinformation to be curbed 
that fear may take no hold in hearts and minds.  

As we exercise the good sense that you in your mercy provide, 
may we also approach each day in faith and peace, 
trusting in the truth of your goodness towards us.  Amen. 

Strength for this Challenging Time 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

