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  Stewardship of Worship   

Advent and Christmas 2020 Calendar 

I Believe Even When…Fill the Night with Music and Light 

 
 
 Advent, from the Latin verb advenio meaning to arrive, began November 

29 and lasts until Christmas.  Advent is the liturgical season of expectation 

that marks a new year on the Christian calendar.  During this season 

marked by the color purple, we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus and 

contemplate how to welcome the Christ child anew in our world.  Our theme 

this year, from the Worship Design Studio, is “I believe even when….fill the 

night with music and light.”  The words of an anonymous Jewish poet, “I 

believe in the sun, even when the sun is not shining,” were scrawled on a 

wall during the Holocaust and inspire our Advent theme.  We invite you into 

a season that calls us to examine pain and fear in our world and let nar-

rative and music call us to a Christ-like response– transformation through 

hope, peace, joy, and love  

 The history of humanity is fraught with pain, sickness, violence, fear, and 

oppression. This is the world into which Jesus was born.  This is the world 

into which we were born and still live. For many of us, life feels heavier and 

harder and more uncertain than ever before. This Advent and Christmas, let 

us fill the night with music and light and affirm and act on the reasons why 

we can still “believe, even when...” 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
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Hopefully many of you received an Advent packet! Your envelope contains two luminary bags.  Deco-

rate your luminary bags with what you believe in right now.  Write, draw pictures, cut a design, 

etc.  Keep one bag to place a candle in to light at your house each night.  Bring the other decorated 

bag to church by December 13, to be a part of our luminary display later in the season.  There is a 

labeled container in the breezeway. Your Advent envelope also contains three purple candles (Peace, 

Hope, Love), one pink candle (Joy) and one white candle (Christ).  Arrange them how you wish and 

have them nearby during worship to light for Advent. 

  

December 6             Second Sunday in Advent       

Nativity Calendar—Begin your nativity calendar today.  Use the devotion booklet, stickers, and card-

stock in your Advent envelope each day to create a nativity scene and prepare for Christmas. 

  

Annual Budget Meeting following worship. 

Click here to review the budget proposal before the meeting. 

 

Blue Christmas Service at 4:00pm at Covenant Christian, 2911 SW Cary Parkway.  You may bring a 

chair to sit outside or remain in your car as the service is broadcast through the radio.  There will be a 

few socially distanced prayer stations outdoors as part of the service. 

  

December 13           Third Sunday in Advent 

The Children’s Christmas Pageant will be presented virtually as part of worship. 

   

December 20           Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Join us for an evening of online caroling!   Grab a mug and fix your hot chocolate packet from your 

Advent packet, find a cozy spot and get ready to sing along with your Christmas favorites at 6:30pm. 

   

December 23   Guided Prayer Walk 

Labyrinths were created because pilgrims could not journey in person to Jerusalem due to the 

plague.  This year, with similar concerns to those ancient pilgrims, we offer an outdoor journey on the 

grounds of Good Shepherd anytime between 5:00-8:00pm. You are invited to come on this guided 

prayer walk as prelude and preparation for our Christmas Eve service.  

  

December 24   Christmas Eve Service 

Wherever you are, you will be able to join us online at 7:30pm for a service of lessons and carols as 

together we fill the night with music and light! 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EPDYPHG9oukha_9wfVbG9bjI7BfGqb0S/view
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    EVENPSALM 
 

We continue to look forward to welcoming you to our contemplative outdoor service at 6:30pm, on 
Wednesdays through December 18.  When you arrive, we invite you to notice the beauty of the sur-
roundings and let yourself—body and soul—sink into this time of worship. We ask all folks who are 
able to bring your own chair or blanket, but a limited number of chairs will be set up for those who 
need that service. You might also want to bring a flashlight or lantern.  
 
Please maintain at least six feet between you and anyone not in your household and wear a mask at 
all times. Except for the worship crew and emergencies, the inside of our buildings are off limits. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

       Zoom Caroling Party, December 20, 6:30 PM 

Visiting homes to carol in person during COVID is obviously not a safe option, so we will keep the tra-
dition alive  this year with a virtual caroling  party on Zoom on December 20, at 6:30pm. You’ll see 
videos of Good Shepherd folks singing their favorite Christmas songs and have a chance to visit with 
church friends. It will be a great time to snuggle up with your family  and enjoy  the hot cocoa in your 
Advent packet. 
 
So who are these Good Shepherd folks in the videos? Hopefully you! Pick a Christmas carol or song 
that you like and make a quick video of you/your family singing it. Nothing fancy required; just a vid-
eo on your phone will do. Feel free to add an instrument if someone in your house plays, sing without 
accompaniment, or let Linda Velto lindavelto@gmail.com  know if you would like some help from the 
piano. (There are COVID-safe ways to make that happen.) 
 
If you'd like to make a Christmas song video, please email Linda with: 
1. What song you'd like to sing and  
2. Whether you need help with accompaniment. Then email your video to Linda by December 14. 

 
That's all there is to it! This is not about creating the most perfect music performance. It IS about 
sharing Christmas spirit and joy with each other, and with folks who join us online from other places. 
We hope you'll be part of the Christmas music-making this season! 

By Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
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 Stewardship of Faith Formation   

Advent and Christmas 2020 

                   Children and Youth 

We have lots of exciting opportunities at Good Shepherd this year for children and youth during 
Advent, although things will be pretty different considering the pandemic. Here are some ways that 
your child or youth can participate in the life of Good Shepherd this Advent! 

Children’s Virtual Christmas Pageant 

Miriam Perez has invented a wonderful COVID-safe way to keep our annual Christmas Pageant tradi-
tion going. The 2020 pageant will be done as a video, partly recorded on Zoom and partly illustrat-
ed/animated with children’s voices as the narration. There are three ways your child can participate 
this year, and you can choose any combination of them that suits your family. 

 Christmas Pageant “Paper Dolls.” Have your child draw, color, and cut out the Biblical characters 
from the Christmas story on an index card, and send them to Miriam Perez to be included in the 
video. 

 Christmas Pageant Narration. Families or COVID pods will work together to record the narration 
to go with the paper dolls animation. If you have the technology and know-how to record your-
selves at home, great! Otherwise, we will work with you to find a COVID-safe way to record your 
children at church. Scripts for each scene will be adapted to fit the number of children in the fam-
ily or COVID pod. 

 Zoom Scenes. The pageant will begin and end with recorded scenes on Zoom, with GSUCC chil-
dren playing themselves. The scenes are flexible and can accommodate both children who’d like 
to say a line or two, and children who’d like to just show up and smile! 

If your child would like to participate in one, two, or all three of those ways, please fill out this form. 

Youth Anti-Racism Challenge 

Starting on the first Sunday of Advent through Christmas Day, Jon DePue invites all youth and 
their families to join in the Youth Advent Challenge. Each week during Advent, youth and fam-
ilies taking up the challenge with Jon will choose from one to three resources on anti-racism 
from Eddie Moore Jr.’s website to read, listen to, watch, or enact.  

The site contains a wealth of articles, podcasts, videos, in-
terviews, music, and reflections. Delving into these re-
sources will open up new ways for us to engage in anti-
racism work and education here at GSUCC. Are you ready to 
take up the challenge? 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=32512999&msgid=230748&act=9PAE&c=1575195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSel1rbw-Rw_QKuKh_R38Jk1CsIsKJiV9SGOjgbTgsoCynyz5g%2Fviewform&cf=12348&v=99cec5193bb8fae7f7a8cb6993233f2cdf7c
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=32512999&msgid=230748&act=9PAE&c=1575195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eddiemoorejr.com%2F21day-youth-faith-race-moore&cf=12348&v=1ce66db7689a2a228676f5f3cad8b570554ed8265fc353ed36aa38f7ee442dce
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Wednesday Morning Spirituality Group 
 

 

Join us for a time of prayer, study, and conversation on Wednesday mornings, at 10:30am, via Zoom.  

Yvonne Riddick will lead us in a study for Advent.   

We welcome you to join us! 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By Sue Rice  

 

In January, the Book Club is reading Secrets We Kept by Lara Prescott, a thrilling 
tale of secretaries turned spies, of love and duty, and of sacrifice--inspired by the 
true story of the CIA plot to infiltrate the hearts and minds of Soviet Russia, not 
with propaganda, but with the greatest love story of the twentieth century: Doctor 
Zhivago.  Told with soaring emotional intensity and captivating historical detail, 
this is an unforgettable debut: a celebration of the powerful belief that a work of 

art can change the world.  

 

We will meet on Zoom at 7:00pm, on Tuesday, January 26 .  Please join us.  

 

Here is the list of books we are planning to read in the first half of 2020 

January: The Secrets We Kept by Lara Prescott 

February: The Gentle Art of Swedish Death Cleaning by Margareta Magnusson 

March:  The Last Boat out of Shanghai by Helen Zia 

April:   News of the World by Paulette Jiles 

May:   The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu by Joshua Hammer 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/


 

(6) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

Stewardship of Congregational Care  

FAITH IN ACTION: 
Behind the Scenes with the Cards and Prayers Group 

Throughout his ministry as Jesus healed and engaged those around him, his very actions spoke loudly 

to “let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Fa-

ther in heaven” [Matthew 5:16]. Jesus expected his followers to “do the will of my Father who is 

in heaven” [Matthew 7:21]. 

His brother James, writing after Jesus’ death, entreated, “Be doers of the word, and not hearers 

only” [James 1:22].  In today’s world, these words are echoed by the late Senator John Lewis, 

“When you pray, move your feet,” and by President Barak Obama, “Faith is not just something 

you have, it’s something you do.” 

The formation of the Cards and Prayers group as a part of Congregational Care Stewardship grew out 

of our church’s desire to put our faith in action. After our first meeting convened in October 2019, we 

met monthly through March 2020 at my home. Following each meeting I sent a record of our actions 

to members. This record became the beginning point for the next month’s meeting. 

 PRAYERS:  Each month we prayed together for the three specific groups below. We also agreed to 

 set aside a daily prayer time to pray for them, as follows: 

1.  Families in the congregation who received letters from the Pastor that they were being prayed 
for during that month. Pastor Carla continued the practice that the deacons had established 
earlier so that every one in the congregation would receive prayers during the year. They could 
also request prayers of her and our group. 

2.  Persons named on the Sunday prayer list, lifted up during worship, and others our group knew. 

3. Names of persons who asked for confidential prayers. 

CARDS: We developed a list of persons to receive cards for special remembrances, health chal-
lenges, sympathy, etc. All of us wanted to sign each card, and we were able to do that most of the 
time.  We learned from recipients that they really liked seeing all our little “notes”! We enjoyed the 
process as well because of the personal connection. We are grateful many persons in the congre-
gation have contributed cards for us to use. 

AFTER APRIL 2020: COVID19 brought changes in our processes!  We miss the opportunity to 
discuss concerns, as well as hear our voices in prayer.  We are dismayed that each of us can no 
longer sign all the cards. We want recipients to KNOW if you receive a card, the thoughts of ALL of 
us go with it!   

Group members now contact me with names and updates on prayers. I add these to the Pastor’s list 
and the Sunday prayers to develop a PRAYER LIST that I e-mail to our group.  Prayer updates are also 
e-mailed throughout the month. 

Using the prayer list and input from others regarding various challenges or joys, I compile a CARD 
LIST and e-mail it early in the month.  Each of the nine group members usually writes to three peo-
ple. With money budgeted for our group, I buy and send stamps for several months at a time to 
members. 

We invite anyone who wishes to become a group member to contact me or Steward Linda Lahre.  We 
appreciate the compassion and collaboration shared by our group. Coordinating these actions takes 
work, but we trust the GSUCC congregation believes it is worth it.  We do!  

By Charlotte Speltz, Facilitator 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Linda Velto 

 Stewardship of Mission and Outreach    

By UCC and 

Kathy Boyer Christmas Fund 
They came when you needed them. They answered the phone when you called. They baptized and 

married and buried your loved ones. They gave up weekend after weekend after weekend to care for 

your spirit, lead you in worship, and point to God in your midst. 

Some of them did it for less money than they could easily live on. Some of them did it for less than 

they would have been willing to do any other job for, because of what they believed about who God 

is, and what they believed about who you were. 

For all the sacrifices that clergy and lay church workers have made in our congregations, over 100 

years ago the Pension Boards of the United Church of Christ created the Christmas Fund for the 

Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund, to help support them in retirement and during 

times of emergent need. 

Over the past nine months, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the emergency financial needs of 

many who serve the church have increased dramatically. In such a time as this, the need for the 

Christmas Fund is more urgent than ever. 

United Church of Christ congregations and members have blessed the 

Christmas Fund with their generosity for many years. This year, your 

care and compassion will be especially appreciated by those servants 

of the church who are facing a time of need.  

You may donate by writing a check or using bill pay through your 

bank, making it out to Good Shepherd UCC with Christmas Fund in the 

memo line.   

Normally, we would collect these funds at the Christmas Eve service, 

but you may donate at anytime this month. 

 

The Blood Connection will return to the Good Shepherd parking lot for 
a blood drive on Sunday, December 13, from 12:00-5:00pm. Work-
place and school blood drives are still drastically reduced because of 
the pandemic, creating a critical need for blood. Each pint of whole 
blood collected can help up to three patients. In addition, for every 
registered donor for this drive, The Blood Connection will make a dona-

tion to Habitat for Humanity of Wake County, expanding our reach into the community. As a bonus, 
each donor will be tested for COVID-19 antibodies (not active virus). 

To sign up, please use this donor link.  

Please sign up as soon as possible so The Blood Connection can determine whether we will need one 
or two mobile donation units. 

Masks will be required for all donors. If you are a first-time donor and have questions about the pro-

cess, please visit the website of The Blood Connection.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://donate.thebloodconnection.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/155184
https://thebloodconnection.org/donors/blood-donation-process/
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Garden Update  

                                                   by Susie Oliver 

 

 

During November, we harvested peppers, cu-
cumbers, kale and collards for the Dorcas Minis-
tries Food Pantry. Sofia Sands began work to ex-
tend our walkway around the side of the garden 
to the compost bins and to add a herb garden in 
front of the fence.   

 

Anyone wishing to help in the garden or in main-
taining our compost bin can get involved by 
emailing Susie Oliver at: soliver@mindspring.com.  

Farm to Church InitiativeFarm to Church InitiativeFarm to Church Initiative   

 

Thanks to 25 church members and friends who 
completed a survey last month indicating they 
would be interested in buying fresh produce 
while supporting farmers of color in our area. As 
a result, GSUCC will be working with a group of 
local churches to explore the possibility of com-
mitting to purchase sustainably grown fruits and 
vegetables from local farmers of color. Once 
more details are available, we will be in touch 
with those who completed the survey.  

If you did not complete the survey but are inter-
ested in knowing more about this initiative, 
please contact Sofia Sands or Susie Oliver.  

 

 

‘Tis The season 

God rest you merry gentlemen, let nothing you 

dismay. 

Santa Claus is coming soon, riding in his sleigh, 

Bringing lots of goodies here from merchants of 

our day. 

All creation funds the bounty of our ways. 

Thinking of this treasure now on this Thanksgiv-

ing Day. 

We huddle here, our families far away, because 

of pandemic. 

I’ve come to question why humans rule the 

earth, 

When most of God’s creatures came long before 

our birth. 

This is a solemn time say some – we must mend 

our ways. 

But are we thinking of the future plans we need, 

Or distracted by gimmicks, or only how to feed 

Our human brotherhood in this time of human 

greed? 

By Anne White 

The profiteers pollute our food and waters, soil 

and air 

With processes that harm all in many ways not 

fair. 

Corporate rule for profit, government for good. 

What creed do we embrace for future brother-

hood? 

In harmony with the bounty God’s creation would 

Bring if we but honor the wisdom of our Lord? 

Dust we are to dust returneth but souls to Heav-

en go. 

Bodies on earth can be erased as chalk upon a 

board.  

Study the plan made by Creation, the plan of our 

Lord. 

The Earth is old, it will survive, 

but will the human hoard? 

Solstice, pandemic –how to live 

in harmony with our Planet? 

God has given us time now to 

reflect and plan it.  

God is still speaking and a New 

Year is coming. 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
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By Linda Velto 

Join the ONE Wake Email/Petition Public Action 
 
 
ONE Wake met with John Kane, developer of Raleigh’s proposed Downtown South Project, during our 
Founding Assembly on October 13. That evening, in front of 3,168 of our members, Kane committed 
to working with ONE Wake on storm water protections, affordable housing for surrounding neighbor-
hoods, and living wage jobs.  
 
Since then, John Kane has met with ONE Wake leaders twice and has signed a commitment on storm 
water with Partners for Environmental Justice, a ONE Wake ally, that is strong and should address 
concerns regarding downstream flooding. However, ONE Wake has been notified by Bonner Gaylord, 
Kane Realty Operations Director, that John Kane has refused to negotiate with ONE Wake on the issue 
of affordable housing and living wage jobs. 
 
The City of Raleigh will hear Kane’s rezoning request at their meeting on December 8. If the City 
Council chooses to grant the rezoning for the Downtown South Project, Kane will legally be able to 
build 40 story buildings on much of the 140 acres under consideration, and the value of the property 
would skyrocket overnight. At the same time, the project risks accelerating gentrification, and it is un-
clear whether it will generate living wage jobs or investment in minority and women-owned business-
es.  
 
Kane is also requesting a public subsidy from Wake County known as a tax increment grant. It is un-
clear how these funds will be used, whether for subsidizing a stadium or for affordable housing and 
other community benefits. The potential cost to Wake County is $120 million over 20 years. If the 
public is being asked to make an investment of this magnitude, then we should be treated 
as investors, and deserve to know how our public investment will lead to tangible commu-
nity benefits. 
 
ONE Wake is asking Raleigh residents to email Mayor Mary Ann Baldwin and their repre-
sentative on City Council to ask that the Council delay granting Kane’s rezoning request un-
til he commits to agreements with ONE Wake related to affordable housing and jobs. A 
sample email can be found here. 
 
All Wake County residents can help by reviewing and signing a petition to the County Com-
missioners regarding Kane’s request for a tax increment grant. Find more information and 
the petition here. 
 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.onewake.org/dsp?utm_campaign=this_week_with_one_w&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ocjusticeunited
https://www.onewake.org/tig_petition
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 Stewardship of Relationship   

 

 

Saturday, December 12, 1:00-3:00pm - GSUCC Entranceway 

Cookie Exchange:  Participants should plan to use small clear plastic bags with 4 cookies per 
bag and identify what is in the item (e.g. peanuts, almond flour, etc.). 

Holiday Gift Exchange:  If you plan to participate, bring a wrapped gift with a value of no 
more than $10. We will have the opportunity to pick a gift, or steal from someone who has 
opened something already. 

Crazy Christmas Sweater Contest: a prize will be awarded. 

Donations of pillows to the Carying Place will also be collected. 

We will socially distance, wear masks and have hand sanitizer and 
gloves available as we exchange and steal gifts from each other. 

If you do not feel comfortable participating in the cookie and gift ex-
changes, come and fellowship with us anyway. 

If the weather is bad on the 12th, then this event will be postponed to 
Saturday, December 19. 

By Stephanie Herold 

Men’s Fellowship 

Our next men's gathering will be on Saturday, December 12, at 9:00 a.m., in 
the church parking lot. Social distancing protocols will be in place. Everyone 
bring a folding chair, coffee and a snack. 

We will be collecting food items to donate to Dorcas Food Pantry.  Check on 
this link, to see what is needed. 

We usually meet for about one and a half hours. Anyone is welcome to join us. 

By Chris Alberti 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://dorcascary.org/donate-2/#Food-Donations
https://dorcascary.org/donate-2/#Food-Donations
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What is a Stewardship?   

We have many ways in which we perform ministry in our church.  When we join the church, we prom-

ise to be good stewards to the church and help in some of its ministry.   

Beginning in the program year of 2019, we introduced the various stewardships as a way to find an 

area of ministry where you could offer your gifts.  The six stewardships are Building and Grounds, 

Congregational Care, Faith Formation, Mission and Outreach, Relationship, and Worship. 

Periodically, we will be highlighting a stewardship so that you may become more familiar with them 

and decide where you might like to dedicate your time and talents. 

Stewardship of Relationship 

 
We are the stewardship that organizes people around fellowship and food.  Whenever we are able to 

meet again in person, we will see that there are snacks provided after worship.  We plan, set up and 

serve the pot lucks and any other special gatherings involving food and the kitchen, such as recep-

tions for memorial services, ordinations and weddings.   

We also will work with any other stewardship that needs our assistance with food and the kitchen, 

such as providing lunches for workdays organized by the Stewardship of 

Building and Grounds, or the Ash Wednesday soup dinner organized by the 

Stewardship of Worship.  

Women’s and Men’s Fellowship fall under our umbrella too, though they run 

themselves independently.   

The kitchen is our office, so to speak.  We 

are in charge of keeping the paper and con-

diment supplies on hand, the refrigerators 

and pantry organized, cleaned, and the tow-

els and tablecloths laundered.   

It’s a fun way to be creative with food and 

fellowship. 

By Kathy Boyer 

By Kathy Boyer 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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  Stewardship of Building & Grounds   

Potential Cell Tower at Good Shepherd 
                               By Gordon Welles 

Beginning in 2016, Good Shepherd began discussions with Crown Castle, a cell tower construction 

and leasing entity, to lease a portion of the Church’s property, 100’ x 100’ in size, as a potential site 

for a cell tower, for which the Church would be paid an annual rental fee.  The final agreement, 

signed in 2018, guaranteed Crown Castle the right to hold a lease option on the subject property for a 

period of five years, renewable by them on an annual basis, in return for which we receive a small 

payment each year the option is exercised. 

Recently, actions by Crown Castle suggest that they are now interested in constructing the tower.  If 

the parties reach agreement, and construction takes place, the church will receive significant reve-

nues from the project for up to 50 years, depending upon the needs of the vendor, and the stipula-

tions of the contract. 

The church leadership provided extensive information about the project to the congregation as nego-

tiations moved forward; leadership held a well-attended general membership meeting to discuss the 

project, at which time the congregation voted to sign the agreement. Click on this link for a summary 

of the discussion and related attachments. 

Any further questions about the project should be directed to Church Moderator Amy Murray, Building 
& Grounds Chair Dave Sniffin or Treasurer Gordon Welles. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12b0KVaAFUAAK1WO0m9YTzkYUxTvGkEVO/edit
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 Other/January 2021   

By The Town of Cary 

Celebrate the life, work and vision of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.—January 15-18, 2021 

The performances and films listed below will be available to view for free between January 15-18, 

2021.  Links to access the shows and to claim a ticket for the film, "John Lewis: Good Trouble," will 

be added soon.  Check here for updated links. 

Storyteller Willa Brigham 

Willa Brigham, an avid writer of short stories, poetry and songs and host of 

the Television show, Smart Start Kids, uses her multiple talents and conta-

gious energy to stimulate audiences of all ages. Join her on a quest for ex-

citement, adventure and a joyous tour of your creative imagination. Her 

goal is to empower audiences to believe in themselves via the spoken word. 

Willa will be presenting stories that honor the legacy of Martin Luther King, 

Jr., and the struggle for equal rights appropriate for ages preschool and up. 

Harriet Tubman featuring storyteller Janice Greene 

Harriet Tubman comes to life through the captivating storytelling of 

Janice Greene who embodies the essence of this courageous and 

amazing woman. Relive the quest to free enslaved people using safe 

houses known as the Underground Railroad. Janice Curtis Greene is 

an accomplished storyteller, an American Griot, who has been telling 

African, African American and Multicultural stories for over 25 years. 

This presentation is appropriate for ages preschool and up. 

Jackie Robinson: A Game Apart featuring actor Mike Wiley 

A Game Apart provides a glimpse of Jackie Robinson’s life during a bygone 

era of separate and unequal locker rooms, of whites only hotels, and of res-

taurants with only a back door for colored athletes to enter. Witness the 

hopeless humiliation of a star player who was showered with adulation on 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.townofcary.org/recreation-enjoyment/events/holiday-events/dreamfest
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the field and became a second-hand citizen when he walked off the diamond. Meet Jackie’s compatri-

ots fighting the same battles between the end zones, inside the ring and around the track. A Game 

Apart is a powerful lesson of courage through dedication, perseverance, and leadership. Appropriate 

for grades 3 through adult. 

John Lewis: Good Trouble 

This film chronicles the life and career of the late John Lewis, legendary civil 

rights activist and Democrat Representative from Georgia who died earlier 

this year.  It explores his 60-plus years of social activism and legislative ac-

tion on civil rights, voting rights, gun control, health-care reform and immi-

gration. Using interviews with Lewis, who was 80 years old at the time of film-

ing, it examines his childhood experiences, his inspiring family and his fateful 

meeting with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in 1957. Tickets to view this film 

are limited. 

 

 

 

Dreamfest Interfaith Service 

On Sunday, January 17, 3:30 pm, a special ser-

vice will be live streamed from Christ the King 

Lutheran Church at www.ctkcary.com/dreamfest. 

Join us for this service featuring guest speaker 

Rev. Brenda Smith from Chicago, special music by Dr. Abe Caceres and a Gospel Choir, as well as a 

presentation by the "virtualMLK Project" of NC State University. Event sponsored by Christ the King 

Lutheran Church, Congregation Beth Shalom, Islamic Association/Cary Mosque, and the Cary Area 

Ministerial Alliance.  

 

For more information, contact 
Robbie Stone Arts Program and Operations Coordinator 

(919) 460-4969 

robbie.stone@townofcary.org 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.ctkcary.com/dreamfest
mailto:robbie.stone@townofcary.org?subject=MLK%20Dreamfest
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Finances First                      By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 
 
Gordon Welles 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 $223,969.51 12/1/2038 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of October 31, 2020** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $253,740.80 $241,880.17 $11,860.63 4.9% 

Total Expenses $208,079.26 $237,786.00 -$29,706.74 -12.5% 

Difference $45,661.54       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of October 31, 2020 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $205,101 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2019 $14,500 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $219,601 $210,254 $9,347 4.4% 

Loose $26,859 $20,150 $6,709 33.3% 

Total for 2020 $246,460 $230,404 $16,056 7.0% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Wednesday Morning 
Spirituality Group 

10:30 a.m. via Zoom 

See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Good Shepherd Activity Bulletin Board 

Sunday Morning Worship 

10:30 a.m. via Zoom 

Faith And . . . Sunday Study 
9:15 a.m.,  via Zoom 

Monday Chair Yoga 

3:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Wednesday Chair Yoga 

3:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Book Club 

Tuesday, January 26 

7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Men’s Fellowship 

Saturday, December 12 

 9:00 a.m. 

Church Parking Lot 

Women’s Fellowship 

Saturday, December 12, 1:00 p.m. 

Church Parking Lot 

EvenPsalm 
Wednesdays  

6:30 p.m. 
Church Parking Lot 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 

December 13, during Worship 

Online Caroling  

December 20, 6:30pm 

Guided Prayer Walk 

December 23, 5-8:00pm 

On GSUCC grounds 

Christmas Eve Service 

December 24 

Via Zoom, 7:30pm 

December 13 

Noon to 5:00pm 

Blue Christmas Service 

Sunday, December 6, 4:00pm 

Covenant Christian  

Annual Budget Meeting  

Sunday, December 6 

following worship 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Faith Formation: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Amy Murray 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours (normal, but not during COVID
-19 restrictions) 
Senior Pastor: W 10:00 am — 2:00 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W 9:30 am — 12:30 pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

Our December & January Birthdays 

 

 

  December  

3    Sally Johnson 

5    Nora Edwards 

5    Shirley Heiman 

17 Jesse Edwards 

19 Karen (Lundin)  
  Fenton 

20 Thelma Faulk 

22 Bill Helton 

23  Lindsey Gregg-  
 Kearns  

25  Jack Uebel 

26 Lisa Mead  

  January 

9    Norma Young 

12 Bob Bedi 

12 Alex Mead 

16 Katherine Gleason 

23 Susan Rice 

24 Rob Lundin 

  

If you have a birthday in December or 

January and it is not listed, please call 

(919) 481-1441 and let us know.  

 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

