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Our Lenten theme this year, reflected in study, worship and 
activities is “Drawing Near to God.”  Each Sunday we will 
explore an aspect of our theme in worship, and your Lenten 
packet includes items to help you create a sacred space 
each week based on our theme.  In addition, the devotional 
that was enclosed invites us each day to reflect on a Psalm 
and our relationship with God and the world.  Look for 
detailed information soon about our Holy Week events and 
our Easter Celebration on April 4. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
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The days are lengthening.  The warmth of the sun is more noticeable.  Today on the church grounds 
the daffodils are blooming and every day a few more join the chorus.  After hunkering down for a 
year, the world seems to be inviting us to explore once more.  With masks, distanced, and still 
careful, I wonder what we could learn from the rest of creation this spring if we take a walk in the 
woods, sit quietly on a patio and listen, put our hands in the dirt.  The Ute prayer below looks to the 
earth as teacher and guide.  What is it that you might have to learn from the Earth this season? 
 

Earth teach me stillness as the grasses are stilled with light. 

Earth teach me suffering as old stones suffer with memory. 

Earth teach me humility as blossoms are humble with beginning. 

Earth teach me caring as the mother who secures her young. 

Earth teach me courage as the tree which stands all alone. 

Earth teach me limitation as the ant which crawls on the ground. 

Earth teach me freedom as the eagle which soars in the sky. 

Earth teach me resignation as the leaves which die in the fall. 

Earth teach me regeneration as the seed which rises in the spring. 

Earth teach me to forget myself as melted snow forgets its life. 

Earth teach me to remember kindness as dry fields weep with rain. 

 ~ Ute Prayer 

The Pastor’s Corner 
 By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 Stewardship of Faith Formation   

                            Lenten Book Study 

 
We are participating in a Lenten book study with Covenant Christian and Cary First 
using the book Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman on Wednesday evenings, 
at 7:00 p.m., through March 24.  You can register to receive the link for the series here. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 
 
 

 
In March, the 
Book Club will 
read The Last 

Boat Out of Shanghai by Helen Zia.  It is the 
dramatic, real-life stories of four young people 
caught up in the mass exodus of Shanghai in 
the wake of China’s 1949 Communist Revolu-
tion. 
 
We will meet on Zoom on Tuesday, March 23, at 
7:00 p.m.  Please join us. 

By Sue Rice 

Wednesday Morning 
Spirituality Group 

 
 
Our Wednesday Morn-
ing Spirituality Group 
is studying the Gospel 
According to Mark.  
You are welcome to 
join us online at 10:30 
a.m. each Wednesday 
for a time of prayer 
and study.   

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kcuqvrTguGdPMfcOsbCPoOcp3RPuNlblo?fbclid=IwAR3rfG1muCSl70rdyEBVozNWH7rNY_oABH6LjAL_dYQOLumwz2c20kgU96c
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 Stewardship of Relationship   

Men’s Fellowship 

 
The Men’s Fellowship will continue to meet on 
the second Saturday of each month at 12:00 
noon. Barring bad weather or a spike in corona-
virus outbreaks, the next men’s gathering will 
be Saturday, March 13, at 12:00 noon in the 
church parking lot. We will continue to follow 
COVID-19 pandemic protocols, so please bring a 
folding chair and a mask and maintain at least 
six feet of distance from others. 
 
Let’s plan again on collecting items for the Dor-
cas food pantry. Dorcas Ministries anticipates an 
increase in families seeking food assistance in 
the coming weeks. Please check the food pantry 
list for items that are most needed: https://
dorcascary.org/food-pantry-needs/.  
 
I look forward to our gathering on March 13! 

By Chris Alberti 

 

 
 
 
 

Women’s Fellowship will be meeting on 
Saturday, March 20, from 1-2:30 p.m., in the 
GSUCC parking lot.  We plan to enjoy another 
cookie-exchange (given that December’s turned 
out so well).  If you wish to participate, and to 
be as COVID-19 compliant as possible, please 
place your cookies in individual plastic bags 
(perhaps four cookies per bag) and identify 
those items that are “gluten-free.”  If you have 
given up sweets for Lent, you can still 
participate.  Just put the cookies that you select 
in your freezer to enjoy after Easter. 
 
This month we will also continue to support 
Dorcas Ministries by donating non-perishable 
items.  A list of their most-needed items can 
be found at https://dorcascary.org/food-pantry
-needs/.   
 

By Stephanie Herold 

 
 
 
Our Congregational Care ministry with cards and prayers began in my home in October 2019. Within 
a couple of months as we prayed, shared concerns, and wrote cards around the dining room table, 
we became aware of how often the challenges of the CAREGIVERS were overlooked when we 
discussed persons with issues of health or bereavement.  
 
In January 2020 we added CAREGIVERS as a specific group to our group prayer list for each month.  
Often, we wrote cards to them, as well. 

 
During this pandemic time, we rightly honor health workers in institutional settings as our heroes 
across our nation.  I also believe we need to include the CAREGIVERS who tend to those with 
physical and mental illnesses within their own homes. 
 
Jesus expects us to minister to the needs of folks, wherever we find them, just 
as he did. Surely, this ministry extends to the CAREGIVERS in our midst.  Why 
not add their specific names to your personal prayer list?  Some of you may 
want to send a “thinking of you” card. If writing a card is not easy for you, our 
new directory has phone numbers and emails.  Any contact can “make 
someone’s day.” 
 
Why not let someone know TODAY that you are thinking of them as a CAREGIVER 
who is meeting challenges that may be beyond our comprehension? The resiliency 
of those who continue to care lovingly for others is truly an inspiration for all of us. 

 Stewardship of Congregational Care    

By Charlotte Speltz 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://dorcascary.org/food-pantry-needs/
https://dorcascary.org/food-pantry-needs/
https://dorcascary.org/food-pantry-needs/
https://dorcascary.org/food-pantry-needs/
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By Dave Sniffin 

 
 
 
 
Were you an AV geek in junior high school? Have experience in the broadcast industry? Enjoyed 
taking pictures or making home movies? Or just a mild interest in any of the above that might be 
cultivated into something more?   
 
We have seen what an important outreach tool our Zoom gatherings are for Good Shepherd, and as 
we work towards returning to in-person worship in the future, we plan to continue our online program 
concurrent with that. We also hope to upgrade the technology we use, and thereby the quality of the 
program experience for our remote participants.  
 
A key requirement before we commit to such a project is to have a team of folks— enough to have at 

least one person available per Sunday and occasional special event— who would be willing to learn 
and operate the system on a rotating basis. We hope to be able to have limited capacity outdoor 
worship again once the weather warms up, and we would start out slowly, perhaps streaming the 
outdoor services over Zoom with a portable, single camera system.  
 
As we become able to return fully to indoor worship later in the year, we would like to take the next 
step up to a multi-camera, permanently installed system.  No experience is necessary, training will be 
provided. The operator (you!) would basically be responsible for pointing cameras at one of several 
preset locations, selecting which camera is “on-air” at any given time, etc. You would be working in 
conjunction with the person operating the sound system to make sure the members of the worship 
team are seen and heard by the online audience at the correct time in the program. You would also 
be creating a recording of the service for archival purposes.  
 
If this sounds interesting, and you would like to know more, please contact Dave 
Sniffin as soon as possible at dsniffin@earthlink.net or 919-469-1553.  
 
Thanks in advance for considering this new opportunity to serve Good Shepherd! 

  Stewardship of Building & Grounds   

 Stewardship of Mission and Outreach    

 
 
 
 
Before Covid-19, we worked with The Carying Place four times a 
year on Thursday evenings, serving meals to the families in their 
program as they met to learn better ways to budget and get back 
on their feet.  The Carying Place has continued to serve the 

families through virtual instruction, and they have also been providing a meal for them.  This year, 
although The Carying Place is still unable to meet in person, they are asking that the team of 
churches and other meal-providing volunteers get involved again. 
 
We will be providing a meal of tacos and trimmings along with desserts and chips for nine families of 
four to six people.  If you would like to help contribute to this meal, we have created a list of the 
needed items. We need the food delivered to the church by Wednesday, March 17, where a bin will be 
available in the breezeway. Contact me, Kathy Boyer. when you drop it off, so I can arrange to pick it 
up or meet you.  My number is 919-815-7673, or nckathyb@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you in advance for continuing to help us serve our community partners during these trying 
times. 

By Kathy Boyer 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:dsniffin@earthlink.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094AA4A82EA1F94-carying
mailto:nckathyb@gmail.com
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By Linda Velto 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Joshua Mumbi used to spend much of his time collecting water. When it rained, he would collect 
water running in the streets. Often, he would spend much of the day walking to a local water source 
and carrying back buckets. Sometimes he would even travel to the water source with his family the 
night before, spending the night there so that they could bring back water in the morning. His 
mother, Josephine, did not like to make the journey alone—it was not safe.  
 
There was not much time to go to school. And when he did go to school, Joshua Mumbi was very 
tired during the day. It was hard to focus; it was hard to learn.  
 
But thanks to your gifts through One Great Hour of Sharing, Joshua Mumbi and his family—and all 
of the other families in his village—have a safe, clean water source close to home. With a new solar-
powered borehole well, they have water for cooking, 
water for drinking, water for bathing and keeping things 
clean and sanitary. Because you let love flow, water 
brought new life to a whole community. Now children 
like Joshua Mumbi and his siblings can go to school 
every day, and a whole world of opportunity is open to 
them. Now the whole community is empowered to 
provide for their needs, plan for their future, and pursue 
new opportunities for growth.  
 
We are collecting for One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS), 
on March 14.  You may send your check to Good 
Shepherd UCC with OGHS in the memo line, or you may 
give online. So that more communities can experience 
this new life, please give generously, and let love flow. 

By Kathy Boyer 

Update on ONE Wake  
 
 
Over 200 representatives from member institutions attended ONE Wake’s internal assembly on 
Thursday, February 25. We reaffirmed our three broad agenda areas: affordable housing, living wage 
jobs, and education. Part of the presentation included data on recent elections. ONE Wake members 
helped turn out nearly 16,000 voters in Wake County for the November 2020 elections, which is 
fantastic. On the other hand, municipal elections for city/town councils in 2019 saw very poor voter 
turnout—averaging under 20% in most areas of the county. Keeping in mind that issues like 
affordable housing and living wage jobs are greatly affected by municipal leaders, ONE Wake’s 
overarching strategy in 2021 will be to get out the vote for local elections and hold candidates 
accountable. 
 
The work on specific agenda items will continue. ONE Wake is refocusing its affordable housing efforts 
toward municipality-specific projects. A Cary sub-group is working on finding potential land, 
brainstorming funding sources, and seeking commitments from Town of Cary officials for future 
affordable housing projects. We are also supporting residents of the Las Americas mobile home 
community on Maynard Road in their legal battle to secure property titles and lot rental agreements. 
 
On the education front, Good Shepherd is participating in a listening campaign to hear from parents, 
school employees, and other stakeholders about their concerns on education in Wake County. 
Listening sessions will be held virtually on March 4 (8:00 p.m.), March 14 (7:00 p.m.), and March 28 
(8:00 p.m.). Conversations will be moderated by Jon DePue. If you are interested in attending, please 
use this link to sign up:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1qmXunwmgSEbUNq7uKpArlHmuossvrr9yVQgFr94xG8g/edit. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.gsucc.org/donate/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1qmXunwmgSEbUNq7uKpArlHmuossvrr9yVQgFr94xG8g/edit


 

(6) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

Garden Growings  

 

 

 

 

 

In early February, we gathered at Janice Meyers' home to plant lettuce, kale, cucumber, pepper and 
tomato seeds for our spring and summer garden. Janice has been growing these seedlings under 
lights in her home, and they are doing well. We hope to transplant them to our garden in the next 
month or so. By the late spring and summer, we expect to be delivering fresh vegetables to the Dor-
cas Ministries Food Pantry.  Anyone wishing to help in the garden or in maintaining our compost bin 
can get involved by emailing Susie Oliver at soliver@mindspring.com.  

By Susie Oliver 

Plants to Go Update 

 
Caring for Creation is using funds from a $1,000 grant from the NC Council of 
Churches Partners in Health and Wholeness to prepare containers with "plants to go" 
for 41 children from our church and the scout troops associated with our church. 
 

We will give children plants and seeds to grow this spring and summer at their homes. In addition, 
they will receive a pollinator seedling to grow and donate back to our church pollinator garden. We 
will have an online curriculum to educate the children about growing plants, nutrition, and the 
environment, as well as an online platform for them to share their experiences.  If you are interested 
in your child participating and have not yet signed up, please contact Susie Oliver at 
soliver@mindspring.com or 919-271-2210. 

By Susie Oliver 

 Other   

Additional information not associated with a particular stewardship is included on the following pages.  

    Are You Willing to Bee Helpful? 

Unfortunately, the beehive that we established last spring behind our church 
garden did not make it through the winter. This may have been due to the 
amount of rain and high humidity during the last few months. We would like 
to have bees again this year to pollinate our garden and are evaluating our 
options. One choice would be to participate in a host-a-hive program where 
we pay professional beekeepers to take care of a hive for us. Another would 
be for our church members and friends to take on the beekeeping 
responsibility.       
 
Assuming we go with the option of maintaining our own beehive, we need 
help in the form of volunteers and equipment.  
 

 Volunteers are needed for weekly maintenance, including feeding the bees, providing water, 
looking for mites, beetles, and wax moths, and treating pests/parasites as appropriate. This 
maintenance could be shared by several people, and training can be provided. Chris and Nan 
Alberti, who have done a wonderful job of maintaining our hive over the last year, are willing to 
help others learn about beekeeping if you are interested in this possibility.   

 Equipment, such as a smoker, hive tool, bee suit, hammer, etc., is needed to be kept on site for 
easy access. If you have beekeeping equipment that you no longer need, donating it to the church 
would be greatly appreciated. 

 
If you are willing to volunteer or donate equipment, please contact Susie Oliver at 919-271-2210,  or 
soliver@mindspring.com by Monday, March 15. 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
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Finances First                      By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 
 
Gordon Welles 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 $221,955.70 12/1/2038 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of January 31, 2021** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $38,590.80 $23,999.92 $14,590.88 60.8% 

Total Expenses $26,651.05 $24,156.00 $2,495.05 10.3% 

Difference $11,939.75       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of January 31, 2021 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $16,342 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2020 $22,158 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $38,500 $21,228 $17,272 81.4% 

Loose $90 $2,015 -$1,925 -95.5% 

Total for 2021 $38,590 $23,243 $15,347 66.0% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Wednesday Morning 

Spirituality Group 

10:30 a.m., via Zoom 

See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Good Shepherd Activity Bulletin Board 

Sunday Morning Worship 

10:30 a.m., via Zoom 
Faith And . . . Sunday Study 9:15 a.m., via Zoom 

Monday Chair Yoga 3:30 p.m., via Zoom 
Wednesday Chair Yoga 

3:30 p.m., via Zoom 
Book Club 

Tuesday, March 23 
7:00 p.m., via Zoom 

Men’s Fellowship Saturday, March 13  Noon Church Parking Lot 

Women’s Fellowship 

Saturday, March 20, 1:00 p.m. 

Church Parking Lot 

One Great Hour Of Sharing 

Offering 

March 14 

 Lenten Book 

Study 

Wednesdays, 

The Carying Place 
Deliver food to church 

breezeway by 

ONE Wake Listening Sessions March 4, 8:00 p.m. March 14, 7:00 p.m. March 28, 8:00 p.m. 
Via Zoom 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Faith Formation: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Amy Murray 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours (normal, but not during 
COVID-19 restrictions) 
Senior Pastor: W 10:00 am — 2:00 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W 9:30 am — 12:30 pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

If you have a birthday in March and it is 

not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and 

let us know.  

 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

10 Mike Carney  

12 Darrell Lee  

15 Nick Rice  

17 Grant Murray  

20 Cassidy Lee  

21 Nan Alberti  

21 Chuk Gleason  

21 Nancy Akley Henderson  

24 Jon Scarantino 

29 Dan Edwards  

Remember to set your clocks forward 
on March 14. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

