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You have a chance to be a part of General Synod 33! 
 
Members of UCC churches across the nation and our global partners will 
gather for an online General Synod under the theme Rooted in Love, July 
11-18, 2021. The announcement reads: “You can expect the vibrancy of 
Spirit-led worship with prophetic preaching, music- and art-filled 
experiences that will anchor us. You can expect the same Spirit-filled 
energy in an engaging meeting of the General Synod that tends to the 
business and forward-momentum of the United Church of Christ. And, you 
can expect to learn more and connect with the UCC by attending 
workshops and other opportunities being prepared for you.” 
 
Registration opens for youth and adults on May 1 for this unique 
opportunity to gather with thousands of UCC folks to do the work of the 
church.   I hope you will join me! 

General Synod 33 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.generalsynod.org/#sponsors
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Our contemplative outdoor service at 7 p.m. on Wednesdays will continue throughout the spring.  
When you arrive, we invite you to notice the beauty of the surroundings and let yourself—body and 
soul—sink into this time of worship. We ask all folks who are able to bring your own chair or blanket, 
but a limited number of chairs will be set up for those who need that service.  
 

Please maintain at least six feet between you and anyone not in your 
household and wear a mask at all times. Except for the worship crew 
and emergencies, the inside of our buildings is off limits. 
 

The worship service is a series of activities and quiet that will last 
between 30 and 45 minutes. The “contemplation” portion of the 
service will last 10 minutes. During this time, you may visit the 
memorial garden or the community garden, dance with the Spirit, or 
simply stroll the grounds. You may also journal or color or simply sit 
right where you are.  
 

We welcome children, and while this is a contemplative service, we do not expect silence.  Feel free 
to dress them in their PJs and bring books or toys for them to enjoy on a blanket or in their chair. At 
your first service, you may pick up a “Psalms for Young Children” book, and it is yours to keep.  
Please keep it in a special place and bring it to each service.  Older children are also welcome to the 
journals or coloring books provided. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

EvenPsalm 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 

 

There are hybrid plants and hybrid cars, and soon there will be hybrid worship.  The COVID-19 Task 
Force will be meeting this month to develop criteria for when we will re-gather in person indoors.  But 
don’t get too excited!  We still think it will be a few more months, but it is on the horizon.   
 
We are starting to plan now for what that transition will be like, and it has become clear over the last 
year that there will be a virtual component or option for worship in the future.  We have learned how 
people, who for whatever reason can’t join us in person, still want to be a part of worship virtually.  
We now know the church can respond to and accommodate them in ways we would not have 
dreamed possible a year ago.  No doubt this will be another change that we will adapt to creatively.   
 
Even when things do “get back to normal,” they will not be the same as they were before the 
pandemic.  The Council has engaged the services of a Tech Chaplain (yes, that’s a real thing!) to 
guide us in making the most of technology as we transition once again into a new way of being 
church.  We don’t have all the answers to how the church will continue to evolve in the next year, but 
we are being intentional about asking good questions and being open to how God is moving in our 
midst.   

The Pastor’s Corner 
 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

             2022 Sabbatical 
A grant request was submitted to the Lilly Foundation to cover expenses for a summer of 2022 
sabbatical for Pastor Carla and the congregation entitled “Living Waters.” We will find out if we are 
awarded the grant in August, and the sabbatical will begin May 2022.  If we are not awarded the grant, 
Pastor Carla will still take a sabbatical leave of three months with scaled back plans.  We look forward to 
this time of renewal for both the pastor and the congregation. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.techchaplain.com/
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 Stewardship of Relationship   

              Men’s Fellowship 

The Men’s Fellowship will continue to meet on the second Saturday of each month. With the milder 
spring weather, we will gather at 9:00 a.m., for about two hours. Barring bad weather or a spike in 
coronavirus outbreaks, the next men’s gathering will be Saturday, May 8, at 9:00 a.m., in the church 
parking lot. We will continue to follow COVID-19 pandemic protocols, so please bring a folding chair, 
your own refreshments, and a mask and maintain at least six feet distance from others. 
 
Let’s plan again on collecting items for the Dorcas Ministries Food Pantry. Please check the food pan-
try list for items that are most needed: https://dorcascary.org/food-pantry-needs/.  
 
The Men’s Fellowship gathering is open to anyone in our congregation, so spread the word! I look for-
ward to our gathering on May 8! 

By Chris Alberti 

By Stephanie Herold 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Last month’s Women’s 
Fellowship jewelry 
exchange delivered 
almost $1,000 in 
donations toward im-
provements to our 
playground. It was a 
fun time for all, and 
your generosity has 
gone to a very good 
cause. Many thanks 
and blessings to you 
all! 
 
 

Women’s Fellowship:  Saturday, May 15, 10:00-11:30, in the GSUCC parking lot 
 
Join us for good conversation and fellowship the third Saturday of May.  As the weather is getting 
warmer, we will be shifting back to morning hours—so bring your coffee (or whatever...), a comfy 
chair, and your mask! 
 
May is the month for planting, so we will enjoy a plant exchange on the 15th.  If you would like to 
participate, simply bring a plant of your choice (flowering, greenery, or vegetable), and see what you 
go home with.  Plants that are not selected to take home may be given to Sofia Sands or Susie Oliver 
to determine where best to place them on our church grounds. 
 
This month, we are collecting items for hygiene kits to be sent to Church World Service.  Hygiene kits 
are sent to disaster areas all over the world. They were used in Texas during this past winter and in 
Alabama after recent tornadoes. A Sign-up Genius site has been set up to describe what items need 
to be donated.  You can bring your items to Women’s Fellowship on the 15th or place them in the blue 
bin in the breezeway all month long. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://dorcascary.org/food-pantry-needs/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094AA4A82EA1F94-church
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What a joy to pick up the April 2021 issue of the AARP Bulletin and find on page 36 Steven Petrow’s 
article, “Pen, Paper and Sympathy”! Petrow’s words resonated with me, and I read the article several 
times.   
 
An etiquette columnist who also writes for USA Today, Steven Petrow has wondered whether 
handwritten sympathy notes are really necessary in this time of digital technology. After writing many 
more sympathy notes himself during this pandemic, and after receiving numerous sympathy cards 
when his dear dog Zoe of 17 years died, he realized how the handwritten expressions triggered 
positive memories for him and others. He concluded, “Now, I have decided:  A text, an email, 
even a phone call may be better than nothing —but nothing counts quite like cursive.”   
 
Friends wrote on a card in memory of Zoe, “During this difficult time, remember that you are family 
and loved unconditionally.”  He prompts readers who are unsure what to say, that “just a simple 
expression of support is enough.”  In his closing statement he adds, “the joy associated with 
friends’ caring, putting pen to paper to send their love, is unsurpassed.” 
 
I sincerely agree with Stephen Petrow. Since October 2019, I have been blessed to facilitate a 
wonderful, collaborative group of compassionate people on the Cards and Prayers Ministry of 
Congregational Care for Good Shepherd UCC.  Our cards were visible signs of caring.  In this way, 
others knew we were thinking of them, sending get well wishes or congratulations, offering sympathy, 
and understanding caregiving and health challenges. 

 
Sadly, we had to stop meeting after March 2020 and resort to email communication with one another.  
Thankfully, we had established bonds and organized ourselves, so that assigning cards was fairly 
simple via email. We regretted that all of us could not sign each card.  Our daily prayers were based 
on Pastor Carla’s monthly letters and Sunday worship.  
 
I am grateful to those who shared this ministry with me:  Barbara Eilers (Congregational Care 
Steward, 2019-20), Linda Lahre (Congregational Care Steward, 2020-21), Mary Ellen Deeds, Connie 
Holleman, Diane McPherson, Janice Meyers, Walter Ludewig, Dot Scrimgeour, and Fran Straeffer.  
Others joined us along the way:  Karen Helton, Debbie Rivenbark, and Kathy Uebel. Susie Oliver and 
Susan Malezweski also prayed with us. 

 
As of May 1, because of health issues and our planned summer trip to Minnesota for three months, I 
will no longer serve as the facilitator.  I will always have fond memories of our group sharing prayers 
and writing cards together around my dining room table. Meeting in person, we could add our 
personal messages in the cards we mailed each month.  As the group determines its future, Linda 
Lahre will be the contact person for ideas and organization. 

 Stewardship of Congregational Care    

By Charlotte Speltz 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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               MEET THE MEMBERS:   

KATHY, ALLEN, STEVEN, AND MATT BOYER 

Editor’s Note: To build greater member connection in a time of virtual fellowship, we are 
profiling some of our congregation’s longest-serving members so newer members can learn 
their stories, too. At our request, Kathy Boyer submitted the following information about 
herself and her family.  

 
How did you come to Good Shepherd UCC? 
We moved to the area with Caterpillar, Inc., in Au-
gust 1991.  Steve was going on two years old, and 
Matt was born at Rex Hospital in 1992. I grew up in 
a Presbyterian church, but Allen grew up UCC. We 
hadn’t really attended anywhere regularly since we 
married in 1985. We briefly joined a Congregational 
church in Illinois before we were transferred to Can-
ada for 11 months and then moved to Cary. 
 
Since we were parents with another child on the 
way, we wanted to become part of a church family, 
as was the tradition in our families growing up. Al-
len asked his uncle, who was a UCC pastor, which 
churches in the Cary area would be the best fit for 
us. Good Shepherd was just getting started and 
seemed to meet our needs, according to his uncle. 

 
When I went to locate the church, the address listed was the home address of the first pastor, Ed 
Rawls. Maynard Road was not a loop then and dead-ended at Old Apex Road. The church was meeting 
at Jordan Hall on Harrison Avenue.   
 
The first Sunday we showed up, we were greeted at the door by Gail Stonefield. Just like today, eve-
ryone was so friendly and welcoming. A few days later, Gail brought us a homemade blueberry pie in 
a Pyrex pie pan baked by Mona Vance. Mona, as it turned out, lived only a couple blocks from us. The 
pie was delicious, but I couldn’t very well keep the pie pan, so we had to revisit the church to return 
it. Sneaky! 
 
I was due with Matt in May 1992 and wanted to belong to a church to have him baptized, so we joined 
in February 1992.   
 
Share some of your life's journey.  
Allen moved from Pennsylvania after college to work at International Harvester in Illinois. My dad also 
worked at International Harvester and thought Allen would make the perfect husband for me. On 
Thanksgiving, Dad invited Allen to dinner since it would have been a long trip back and forth to Penn-
sylvania for him. There was an attraction between us, but since Allen was working with my dad, he 
didn’t think it was wise for his career to date me should something not work out. So, it took a couple 
of years, but Allen eventually changed jobs to work for Caterpillar, Inc. We started dating and were 
married in 1985. 
 
Who is part of your family?  What kinds of things do you enjoy doing together as a family?  
After a couple of years of married life, great vacation trips, and moving from a condo to a house, Allen 
and I started our family with Steven, born in Illinois in 1989. We moved to Canada with Caterpillar in 
1990 and returned to the States and North Carolina in 1991. Matt came along in 1992.   
 
Both boys graduated from Cary High School and then N.C. State University with master’s degrees — 
Steven in secondary social studies education and Matt in accounting. Steven teaches world history at 
Cary High and Matt works at Ernst and Young in Raleigh.  

By Karen Stinneford 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Though is it hard to make our schedules meet up these 
days, the boys and I fit in a mom and sons beach trip every 
summer. And with them living in the area, we get together 
for holidays and birthdays. 
 
How do you like to spend your time?  
Being retired, Allen and I love to travel. Most of our trips are 
to the beach or mountains, but we plan a major trip to an-
other area of the country once a year. Before COVID hit, we 
had visited Maine and the northeast, the Florida Keys, and 
Yellowstone. We hope to see the Pacific northwest and other 
areas out west soon. Allen traveled a lot for Caterpillar, visit-
ing Mexico, Brazil, Europe, India, China, and Japan. I prefer 
the United States to foreign travel, but Allen may get me 
outside of the country at some point.   
 
Allen rides with a Harley Davidson motorcycle club and has been all over the state and country with 
them too. I prefer the car to a motorcycle, so after Allen has been somewhere “neat” with his club, 
he’ll take me back there in the car and spend more time. We prefer to visit places where we can learn 
history and I can take pictures. Amusement parks and resorts, not so much. 
 
What were some of your hopes in joining our congregation? In what ways do you support 
its ministries?  
When we joined GSUCC, it was mainly to belong to a faith community and bring our boys up in a 
faith-inspired life. Since then, the church has become my family. I am involved in many groups and 
activities at church, because this is my family and you do what you can for family. I love organizing 
and being creative somehow; if I love doing it, it is not a burden to me. Allen gives his time on work-
days. He is not a committee person, but if asked, he will usually be available to work on the grounds 
somehow. You won’t see me there. I prefer the kitchen and office to dirt and bugs. 
 
Is there anything else you’d like to share?  
I grew up with pets; Allen did not. But because we like to travel, cats are easier to have than dogs. I 
currently have a cat and two birds. With Steven in the area, we can go for several days with him 
checking in on them and picking up our mail. I also have a grand dog, and I love when she comes to 
visit. That is a benefit of having family in the area—someone to pet sit for you. 
 
My hobbies are photography, art, crafts, sewing and reading. Allen’s are riding his motorcycle, re-
searching and planning trips, and driving. Steven likes to socialize with his friends, disc golf, pool, 
and WWII history and videos. Matt enjoys fishing, camping, kayaking, watching sports and being with 
his dog. 

 Stewardship of Mission and Outreach    

Refugee Resettlement Support  

 

We are so grateful to have been the ones to welcome the Hamisi 

family to the United States when they came as refugees from the 

Congo after spending many years in a camp in Tanzania.  If you 

would like to continue to support the family through contributions to 

the children’s education (Jasiri will be a rising sophomore at NCCU!) 

you can do so HERE by selecting the Pastor/Deacons Emergency Fund 

and putting “refugee resettlement” in the comment. Or you can send 

a check made payable to GSUCC with “refugee resettlement” in the 

memo.  Please have donations in by May 15. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=oo37DPDB_IkRvUYRT4XYFR9HODrOVn_HRoRVzfIf6wIC8Jr39BzhtDTFkxI3DZSBKpAJNeczixUmpBqf8ROKB-3avdPht8ScFTxSmF__f6OeDOYm7zynJ0mwxODgHxau


 

(7) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Strengthen the Church Offering reflects the 
shared commitment of people across the United 
Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the 
UCC. Conferences and the national setting 
equally share the gifts given by members and 
friends through their local congregations. The 
funds raised support leadership development, 
new churches, youth ministry, and innovation in 
existing congregations.  By your generosity to 
this offering, you build up the Body of Christ. 
 
As God calls our congregations to be the church 
in new ways, your generosity will plant new 
churches, awaken new ideas in existing 
churches and develop the spiritual life in our 
youth and young adults.  We will be 
collecting this offering on Pentecost 
Sunday, May 23. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2004, we began sponsoring Yohanis Bekele, a 
child from Ethiopia through what is now called 
ChildFund International.  Yohanis was born on 
October 9, 2001.  He is now a young man and 
will turn 20 this October.   
 
The money we sent 
him annually went 
to help him and his 
family with his 
medica l  needs , 
education, school 
supplies, and even 
a heifer for Yohanis 
to help  ra ise . 
Though he seems 
to be out of school 
now and working 
to support  h is  
family, he will be 
able to stay in the 
sponsorship pro-
gram until he is 24. 
The money we 
send him will still go to support him and his 
family and their community. 
 
We receive letters from him sometimes twice a 
year.  He is always grateful for what we can do 
for him and mentions the things he has been 
able to purchase with our donations.  He banks 
some of it for future needs as well.  He also asks 
for correspondence from us, so I try to write him 
once a year, including pictures of our grounds 
and some of the things we do as a congregation. 
 
Their community is basically a farming 
community.  We received a letter from him in 
February, commenting on the hard times that 
young men in his area are going through in 
farming and harvesting this past year.  He was 
hoping to be a driver to help his community. 
 
We put a call out in March, asking for donations 
to send him a gift and were able to receive 
enough not only for an Easter gift, but for his 
birthday, Christmas, and to cover our 
sponsorship fee for the year.  Thank you to all 
who contributed towards our young man. 

 
 
Dorcas Ministries Food 
Pantry has moved to a 
new, updated space, still 
located at Dorcas Plaza. It 
is three doors from the 
previous location and is 
now in the end unit (193 
High House Road). Clients 

will pick up groceries from the new location and 
food donations should 
now come to the side 
of the new pantry 
(look for signs and the 
green canopy). Food 
pantry hours are 
Monday - Friday, 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and 
Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. 

By Kathy Boyer 
By Kathy Boyer 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Susie Oliver 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Church World Service has asked us if we would compile hygiene kits for them to pass out in areas of 
disaster around the world.  We have done this in the past, and disasters have not stopped just 
because COVID slowed us all down.  Last year they delivered over 27,000 hygiene kits throughout the 
world, over 2,000 of which went to Texas for people dealing with the damaging winter weather and 
1,500 of which went to Alabama to help people who had the recent tornados. 
 
Through May, we will be collecting 
supplies to fill an estimated 75 kits to 
deliver to Church World Service.  You may 
sign up for the items that you would like 
to donate through Sign-up Genius.  
The blue bin in the breezeway will serve 
as our collection point.  
 
The supplies needed per kit are:  
 
 One hand towel measuring 

approximately 15”x 28” to 16”x 
32” (no fingertip, bath, dish towel or 
micro-fiber)   

 One washcloth   
 One wide-tooth comb  
 One fingernail or toenail clipper  
 One bath size bar of soap in the 

wrapper   
 One toothbrush in the package   
 Ten standard size Band-aids  

By Kathy Boyer 

Farm-to-Church Initiative is a Reality! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tuesday, April 20, GSUCC received its first delivery of fresh vegetables from the farm-to-church 
CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) project. Our 25 participants were pleasantly surprised with 
the quantity and quality of the produce. We received lettuce, arugula, spinach, broccoli, bok choy, 
kale, collards, mustard greens, beets, radishes, and potatoes.  On April 27, our delivery was also well 

received, with lettuce, kale, 
cabbage, collards, potatoes, 
and yellow and zucchini 
squash. 
 
There will be a total of eight 
weekly deliveries of the 
spring crop, which cost 
$125 for the season and 
includes enough veggies 
each week for two people 
for six meals. The produce 
is delivered to our church 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094AA4A82EA1F94-church
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Plants-to-Go Update  

each Tuesday for pickup during the afternoon under 
the tent by the breezeway. GSUCC has joined with 
eight area churches in this CSA initiative to support 
local farmers of color, especially women, through 
building relationships with local congregations.  
 
The farmer who is providing most of our produce is 
Latonya Andrews, a black former Air Force medic and 
research assistant at UNC. She is the fourth generation 
of her family to farm the 60 acres of land she bought in 
2017, which she named Soul City Farm. Originally her 
great-grandmother bought the land in the 1940’s. It is 
in Norlina, a little over an hour northeast of Cary. 
Latonya’s friend, Demetrius Hunter, with the Black 
Farmer’s Hub, is working with her and has been our 
main contact. This CSA project is being coordinated by 
the Rural Advancement Foundation International-USA (RAFI). It is a great opportunity for us to 
combat systemic racism in the food system. 
 
We are looking forward to the summer crop, which will probably include a variety of squash, 
tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, and beans, as well as watermelons and cantaloupes. We will contact 
all spring crop participants to determine their interest in signing up for the summer. If you are not 
participating now and are potentially interested in joining for the summer crop, please email Sofia 
Sands at mrssands.sofia3579@gmail.com or Susie Oliver at soliver@mindspring.com. As we learn 
more, we will share that information through email with church members and friends. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
In April, parents and children from our church and from scout troops that 
meet at our church came to pick up plants and seeds to grow this spring 
and summer at their homes as a part of our “Plants to Go” program. They 
received a vegetable or pollinator plant of their choice, a lantana plant that 
will attract birds and butterflies, a seed kit to grow an herb or flowering 
plant, and written instructions. They will keep and grow the two plants at 
home. They will plant the seed they received, and when it is about 6” high, 
they will donate the plant to Good Shepherd’s pollinator garden.  
 
We have a “Plants to Go” Facebook page to provide educational materials, 
share pictures of the plants, and communicate about their progress.   
 
This program for 41 children is funded by a $1,000 grant that Caring for 
Creation received from the NC Council of Churches Partners in Health and 
Wholeness. 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:mrssands.sofia3579@gmail.com
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
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Garden Update  

 

 
 

Our garden suffered a setback on April 1 and 2 when temperatures dipped below freezing and 
damaged or killed some of our tomato and cucumber plants, even though we covered them. On April 
10, we set out tomatoes, cucumbers, and peppers that survived the cold. Our kale and some of our 
lettuce is looking great and will be ready for harvest in May, when we will take it to Dorcas Ministries 
Food Pantry. Janice Meyers is growing additional cucumbers, tomatoes, and peppers at her home, 
and we will soon be planting some of them in our garden. We will sell any extra plants to church 
members and friends at $1 each. Stay tuned if you are interested!    
 
Nan Alberti has requested a beehive permit for the church from the Town of Cary and is still exploring 
options for us to have our own hive at GSUCC or to participate in the host-a-hive program where we 
pay professional beekeepers to take care of a hive for us.   
  
Anyone wishing to help in the garden by watering or harvesting can get involved by emailing Susie 
Oliver at soliver@mindspring.com.  

By Susie Oliver 

Plants to Go pickup 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
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In May the book club is reading The Bad-Ass Librar-
ians of Timbuktu by Joshua Hammer.  Part history, 
part scholarly adventure story, and part journalist 
survey, Hammer tells the story about how Abdel 
Kader Haidara, a mild-mannered archivist from the 
legendary city of Timbuktu, became one of the 
world’s greatest smugglers by saving the texts from 
sure destruction.  He journeyed across the Sahara 
Desert and along the Niger River, tracking down 
and salvaging tens of thousands of ancient Islamic 
and secular manuscripts that were crumbling in the 
trunks of desert shepherds. His goal: to preserve 
this crucial part of the world’s patrimony in a gor-
geous library. But then Al Qaeda showed up at the 
door.   
 
We will meet on Tuesday, May 25, at 7:00 
p.m.  This will be our last meeting for the spring. 
 
Please join us. 

By Sue Rice 

 Stewardship of Faith Formation   

Wednesday Morning  
Spirituality Group 

 
 
 
 

The current series of the Wednesday Morning Spirituality Group is Imago 
Dei: racial justice through the lens of the spiritual and practical implica-
tions of being made in the image of God.  We meet at 10:30 a.m., online 
on Wednesday mornings.  You are invited to join us for a time of prayer 
and study. 

 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 Other   

Additional information not associated with a particular stewardship is included on the following pages.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
A 2021 edition of the church directory is available. To access the directory, click on the link in the 
Tuesday or Thursday emails. If you don’t see your picture or contact information, or if your picture or 
contact information is outdated, send the correct information and/or photo to webersuz@gmail.com 
and secretary@gsucc.org. Also, please keep the church office up-to-date if you move, drop your land 
line, get a new cell number, or change email accounts.  

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:webersuz@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@gsucc.org
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By Amy Murray 

By Amy Murray 

 

 

Your Church Council meets once monthly to conduct the business of the 
church.  The members of Council include the elected officers of Moderator, 
Moderator-Elect, Clerk, Treasurer, and leaders of each stewardship.  At 
each meeting, we review reports from the Treasurer, our Pastor, and each 
of the leaders of the stewardship areas.  We discuss and monitor any 
major projects that are being worked on and plan for all major events of 
the church.  Currently, the Church Council is working on revisions to our 
constitution and bylaws to reflect structural changes in our stewardships 
that we have been piloting for the last two years, as well as various 
improvement projects for the church property, while we continue all our 
ongoing ministries in the community.  If you have any questions, feel free 
to contact our current Moderator of Church Council, Amy Murray, at 
amyomurray@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After operating in such different ways over the past year, we recognize that we all look forward to 
getting back to some type of "normalcy."  The COVID-19 Task Force has been meeting regularly to 
monitor state guidelines regarding acceptable operations during the pandemic.  The committee last 
met in early March to consider what criteria needs to be met to gather again indoors. Currently, the 
guidelines we have established are to allow 10 people inside, with face coverings and social 
distancing.  Guidelines for outdoor gatherings allow for up to 100 people, also with masks and social 
distancing.  As vaccines become more widely available, and the immunity of our community 
increases, we will again consider how and when we will come back together indoors.  We will be 
meeting again in late April/early May.  To see the COVID-19 operational guidelines, click here. 

Stewardship Leaders and Contact Information 
 
 
 
The following list provides the name and email of the leaders of each of our stewardship areas.  If 
you are not sure who to contact for a particular question, feel free to contact the church office at:  
919-481-1441, or email secretary@gsucc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Stewardship Area Steward  Email Address 

Steward of Worship Susan Rice srice144@earthlink.net 

Steward of Congregational Care Linda Lahre llaman@aol.com 

Steward of Relationship Kathy Boyer nckathyb@gmail.com 

Steward of Faith Formation Sarah Stoeckel sarah.e.stoeckel@gmail.com 

Steward of Building & Grounds Dave Sniffin dsniffin@earthlink.net 

Steward of Mission & Outreach Diane McPherson deemcph42@hotmail.com 

By Amy Murray 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:amyomurray@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EXEji7NuA4_5kl3tHRejrjNweg5z790ARnmeLw_Du28/edit
mailto:secretary@gsucc.org
mailto:srice144@earthlink.net
mailto:llaman@aol.com
mailto:nckathyb@gmail.com
mailto:sarah.e.stoeckel@gmail.com
mailto:dsniffin@earthlink.net
mailto:deemcph42@hotmail.com
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Finances First                      By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 
 
Gordon Welles 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 $220,482.70 12/1/2038 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of March 31, 2021** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $73,444.88 $71,999.75 $1,445.13 2.0% 

Total Expenses $66,388.72 $72,469.00 -$6,080.28 -8.4% 

Difference $7,056.16       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of March 31, 2021 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $45,094 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2020 $22,158 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $67,252 $63,684 $3,568 5.6% 

Loose $6,160 $6,045 $115 1.9% 

Total for 2021 $73,412 $69,729 $3,683 5.3% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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Wednesday Morning 

Spirituality Group 

 

10:30 a.m., via Zoom 

See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Good Shepherd Activity Bulletin Board 

Sunday Morning Worship 

10:30 a.m., via Zoom 
Faith And . . . Sunday Study 9:15 a.m., via Zoom 

Monday Chair Yoga 3:30 p.m., via Zoom 

Wednesday Chair Yoga 

3:30 p.m., via Zoom 
Book Club 

Tuesday, May 25 

7:00 p.m., via Zoom 

Men’s Fellowship 
Saturday, May 8, 9:00 a.m. 

Church Parking Lot 
Women’s Fellowship 

Saturday, May 15, 10:00 a.m. 

Church Parking Lot 

Strengthen the Church Offering  
Sunday, May 23 

 

EvenPsalm 
Wednesdays 

7:00 p.m. 
Church Parking Lot 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Faith Formation: Jon DePue 
Moderator: Amy Murray 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours (normal, but not during 
COVID-19 restrictions) 
Senior Pastor: W 10:00 am — 2:00 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W 9:30 am — 12:30 pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

If you have a birthday in May and it is not 

listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and let us 

know.  

 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

By Amy Murray 

 

 

5   Todd Weber 

6   Matt Boyer 

7     Audrey Mead 

9   Carla Gleason 

18   Yvonne Riddick 

19   Perla Prodoehl 

22 Ellyn Bedi Leonard  

25   Karen Stinneford 

27   Randy Murray 

28   Brenda Van Lunen 

30   Gail Stonefield 

Our May Birthdays 

Annual Congregational Meeting: Sunday, June 6 
 
 

 
On Sunday, June 6, after our online Zoom worship, we will have our annual congregational meeting, 
where we will vote on our ballot of Church Council officers and leaders of the ministry areas who will 
take their positions in July to start our new program year.  We will also be voting on updates/
revisions to our constitution, and an amendment and/or revisions to our bylaws.  All regular members 
(active and associate) can vote in these elections.  Please stay after the service for this brief but 
important meeting. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

