
 

(1) 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

Table of Contents 

 

“. . . The sheep follow the shepherd, for they know his voice.” – John 10:4 

 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
1050 NW Maynard Road, Cary, NC 27513 

 
(Normal schedule will return after Coronavirus restrictions lift) 

In-Person Sunday Morning Worship 

beginning August 8 at 10:30 a.m. 

Also available on Zoom 

Worship 

Other 

Relationship 

Council Corner P. 8 

Ministry Leaders P. 8 

Treasurer’s Report P. 9 

Bulletin Board P. 10 

August  Birthdays P. 11 

Newsletter                          August 2021 

In-Person Worship P. 1 

Faith Formation 

ChildFund  

International 

P. 4 

ONE Wake P. 5 

The Carying Place P. 5 

Backpacks for  

Students 

P. 5 

Habitat for Humanity P. 6 

Garden Update P. 7 

Farm to Church  

Update 

P. 7 

Mission & Outreach 

  Ministry of Worship   

Card and Prayer Team P. 2 

Congregational Care 

Best Wishes Jon and 

Laura 

P. 2 

A New Look for Fel-

lowship after Worship 

P. 3 

Book Club P. 3 

Women's Fellowship P. 4 

Men's Fellowship P. 4 

In-Person Worship - Sunday, August 8 

  
 
 

We are almost there! Soon we will resume in-person worship. In “making 
ready” we want to provide you with clear information about our COVID-19 
Policy and what protocols to expect at in-person worship on August 8. We 
are on our eighth version of the policy and you can see the complete 
version by clicking here. Below are a few highlights: 

1. EVERYONE will wear a mask indoors for worship. The only ex-
ceptions for this are children under two. Those who are leading worship 
will all be vaccinated and they will remove their mask when they speak 
at the lectern or pulpit.  

2. REFRESHMENTS will be served outside following worship. You may re-
move masks when outdoors. You are also welcome to continue to wear 
your mask. 

3. NO childcare or Sunday School will be provided at this time. Our new 
Director of Faith Formation will be in place soon and will help lead the 
decisions of how to best care for and teach children during our time of 
worship. We plan to be up and running for the fall. Children are wel-
come in worship. 

4. With GROUPS of 25 or less gathering in the sanctuary for a meeting, 
people who are vaccinated have the option of not wearing a mask.   

5. Groups inside HIGH HOUSE will remain masked and no food will be 
served in the building. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to our COVID-19 

Task Force—Dr. Annie Buchanan, Lindsey and Carla Gregg-Kearns, 

Drs. Arianna and Jeff Keil, Amy Murray, Dave Sniffin, and Linda Velto. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=32512999&msgid=238354&act=9PAE&c=1575195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1cj96kl82peC6LIRq51SM2ch7XLNhomSD%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&cf=12348&v=52415e5be6705cdfcc4758f09c88bd7778f21e687dc5242be2c
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By Kathy Boyer 

 Ministry of Faith Formation   

 Ministry of Congregational Care    

Best Wishes, Jon and Laura 
We bid a fond farewell to Jon, as Laura takes a 

position as chaplain and instructor in Religious 

Studies at Ferrum College near Roanoke, Virgin-

ia.  A reception was held in the breezeway 

on July 18, after worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to a new person filling Jon’s position very soon. Be on the lookout for emails an-

nouncing our new Director of Faith Formation. 

Cards and Prayers Team 
As we begin to gather in person again, we remember people who have suffered illness or loss this 

past year and a half, and those who we haven’t been able to see in person or on Zoom. Sometimes a 

call or just a card can make those who have become disconnected feel remembered and included 

again. If you feel a calling to be one of those who reach out and hug with your virtual arms, consider 

being a part of the Cards and Prayers Team.  Contact Diane McPherson or Tony Hoshaw to find out 

how you can become involved. 

By Kathy Boyer 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:deemcph42@hotmail.com
mailto:ahoshaw@gmail.com
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 Ministry of Relationship   

By Sue Rice 

By Suzie Weber 

   

 

The Book Club will be on hiatus until September 21, when we will be discussing 

Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer.  The book is 

about alternative forms of indigenous knowledge outside of 

traditional scientific methodologies. The book reframes 

the relationship between land and humans by exploring themes of reciproci-

ty. Braiding Sweetgrass focuses on plants and botany as seen through Native 

American traditions and Western scientific traditions.    

Looking ahead:  

October — This Is How It Always Is by Laurie Frankel 

November — Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford 

December — Everybody Wants to Go to Heaven But No One Wants to Die by Amy Gutmann and Jona-

than Moreno 

A New look for Fellowship 
After Worship 

Thanks to everyone for the kind welcome I’ve received since beginning my new role as Chair of Minis-

try of Relationship! I look forward to learning more about my responsibilities and navigating this min-

istry as we begin to return to in-person services.  

I also want to welcome and thank the following associates for joining this ministry: Gail Stonefield, 

Melody Kosowski, and Irma Schendstok!  

The farewell open house for Jon and Laura was a success and pictures will be on the GSUCC website.  

One change most of you will notice starting August 8, is the serving of light snacks and beverages 

outside in the breezeway. And, while we strive to be a church that is “green,” for now we will be using 

paper products and pre-packaged, store-bought food when possible to help prevent the spread of 

COVID-19. With that being said, I would like to ask 

for donations of pre-packaged, store-bought snack 

foods to serve. These items can include crackers, 

cookies, pretzels, granola bars, nuts, etc. This will 

cut down on the need for servers and many of the 

“kitchen crew” for now.  

If you haven’t yet signed up to help with the Ministry 

of Relationship, I encourage you to do so. Watch for 

the revised survey that will be going out for all minis-

tries of Good Shepherd, and please sign up to help in 

some way. Many hands make light work! Thank you! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Stephanie Herold 

 Ministry of Mission and Outreach    

We will resume our Saturday morning coffee hours in 
the church parking lot in August.  

Please join us at 10:00am for coffee and fellowship 
on August 21. Bring your chairs and whatever you 
prefer as a drink and snack. 

 

 

On Tuesday, July 20, the Men’s Fellowship met at Brigs for break-
fast for the first time since March of 2020, due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. It was great to gather together again for a meal. To 
include more people, we decided to change our breakfast gath-
ering to the first Saturday and the third Tuesday of each month 
at 9:00am. Until further notice, we will continue to meet at Brigs 
at Maynard Crossings, 1225 NW Maynard Road, Cary. Our August 
gatherings will be on Saturday, August 7, and Tuesday, August 
17, at 9:00am. 

By Kathy Boyer 

Men’s Fellowship By Chris Alberti 

  

Update on Yohanis 
 

We received a letter from Yohanis, our ChildFund International (CFI) 
youth, from Ethiopia.  He received the money that we sent last spring 
and wrote a letter of thanks. He purchased some pants and shoes. He 
also used some of the money to repair his family home.   

He mentioned that our spring is his autumn and they were getting ready 
to plant maize and sorghum in June. He also mentioned that they are 
struggling with the virus and must wear masks and stay out of large 
groups.  It just shows how we are all connected across the world in this 
pandemic. 

Besides the monthly stipend that CFI gives their participants, Yohanis 
should receive a gift on his birthday in October, and a Christmas gift yet 
this year. 

Thank you again, for all who were able to contribute to this mission.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Kathy Boyer 

The Carying Place Annual Benefit Auction 

 

The Carying Place will be holding their Annual Benefit Auction 

on August 13, from 6:00-9:00pm, at Prestonwood Country 

Club. You can find out more information on the link above. 

We have put together a basket of gift cards valued at $460 to 

be bid on and presented to one of the families in the program.  

If you do not care to attend the benefit, there are also items  

that you may bid on electronically. 

If the Benefit Auction is not your thing, The Carying Place is 

also holding a Labor Day Race for Home, in-person on Septem-

ber 6, around Koka Booth Amphitheater and Symphony Lake, 

or virtually from August 28-September 6.  

By Kathy Boyer 

ONE Wake 
Wake Voters, Residents Signing Up by the Hundreds for 

10,000 STRONG 

ONE Wake leaders are reporting good progress recruiting Wake County voters and residents to sign 
up in support of ONE Wake's platform for change. At least 1,000 members of institutions and sur-
rounding communities have already signed up. 

ONE Wake has set a goal this summer and fall to recruit 
10,000 Wake County residents and voters to support its 
platform and to promise to vote in the next municipal elec-
tions. Its ability to demonstrate a large, broad base of sup-
port will be crucial as they begin their public negotiations 
with local elected officials across the county to address the 
top pressures facing all of our communities.  

This strategy is called 10,000 STRONG. You can learn more 

and get involved here.  

Backpacks for Students 
Thank you to all who were able to come together quickly and help us provide 

school supplies for backpacks, along with Covenant Christian, for Farmington 

Woods Elementary School.  We were able to fill 27 backpacks from our congre-

gation alone.  In fact, we received so much response that we will also be able to 

help purchase supplies for local school children sponsored through Kirk of 

Kildaire, a program that we worked with last year. 

These backpacks will be given to students who are unable to obtain the things 

that are needed to begin the school year.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://one.bidpal.net/tcp2021/welcome
https://runsignup.com/Race/NC/Cary/CaryingPlaceRace
https://www.onewake.org/issueplatform?e=5cfe88a076b4684f67edd97ced2966f7&utm_source=ocjusticeunited&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=this_week_with_one_wake_7_24&n=7
https://www.onewake.org/issueplatform?e=5cfe88a076b4684f67edd97ced2966f7&utm_source=ocjusticeunited&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=this_week_with_one_wake_7_24&n=7
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By Linda Velto 
 

 

Working with 12 other congregations as the Cary Coalition of Church-

es, GSUCC will participate in building a home with Habitat for Humani-

ty during August, September, and October. The home is part of a sev-

en house project off Trimble Avenue, not far from Good Shepherd. 

Thanks to the four folks who are already signed up for Day 1 of build-

ing on Saturday August 7! Day 1 will include a brief wall-blessing ser-

vice, to which everyone is invited. 

Good Shepherd is committed to providing a team of at least seven to 

eight volunteers (more are welcome!) on Saturday, August 21, and 

Saturday, September 25. If those dates don't fit your schedule, or if 

you would like to contribute more time to the project, you may sign up for an open slot on any other 

workday. The build schedule will include Thursday and Friday workdays, for those who have weekday 

availability. 

More important details: 

All volunteers must register through the coalition hub link.  There you will find important waivers and 

safety information, plus details about location, parking, start/end time, and the type of work anticipat-

ed each day. 

Signed parent permission is required for 16-17 year olds. All skill levels are welcome, as there will be 

staff members ready to teach you as needed. 

Register early! Slots are set aside for Cary Coalition members and will be released to the general 

public/volunteer pool three weeks in advance of the workday. 

Park at Bethel Baptist Church, 1111 West Chatham St. Walk a short distance from there up Trimble 

Ave to Hannah Place. No parking is allowed on Trimble Ave so that we don't disturb the neighborhood 

through the building process. 

For questions or if you would like to be included on the Habitat email list for project information, 

please contact Linda Velto.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://habitatwake.volunteerhub.com/lp/carycoalition/#_=_
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
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Garden Update 
Our summer garden has done well, although a few tomato plants didn’t thrive. We harvested over 
130 pounds of cucumbers, tomatoes, and peppers in June and July and donated them to Dorcas 
Ministries Food Pantry.  

We have a couple of watermelon plants that were volunteers in our pollinator garden, complete with 
small watermelons. We cleaned out the volunteer vegetable garden after deer continued to eat the 
plants and added lantana, which was a nice addition to the birdbath made from stacked clay 
flowerpots that Scout Troop 2084 donated in appreciation for meeting at GSUCC. 

Chris and Nan Alberti put in two beehives behind the garden in June, but unfortunately one of them 
did not survive. The other one seems healthy, and we are thankful for what Chris and Nan have done 
and for several GSUCC volunteers who will take care of the hives. Additional volunteers wishing to 
learn more about bees are welcome.    

Anyone wishing to help in the garden by watering, harvesting, or beekeeping can get involved by 
emailing Susie Oliver at soliver@mindspring.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Susie Oliver 

 

 

 

Our 31 farm-to-church CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) participants have received their first 
two deliveries of summer produce on Tuesdays at the church. We expect our summer crop to include 
a variety of squash, tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, corn, beans, okra, potatoes, kale, peaches, and a 
large watermelon. The $125 cost for the six-week season includes enough veggies each week for two 
people for six meals. This is a wonderful way to receive fresh vegetables while providing new 
opportunities, markets, and relationships with our brothers and sisters of color. 

If you are not currently participating and are interested in the fall crop deliveries, please contact 
Susie Oliver or Sofia Sands.  

 

 

 

 

 

Farm-to-Church Update 
By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
mailto:mrssands.sofia3579@gmail.com
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By Amy Murray 

 Other   

Additional information not associated with a particular stewardship is included on the following pages.  

Ministry Leaders and Contact Information 
 
 
The following list provides the name and email of the new leaders who were elected in each of our 
ministry areas.  If you are not sure who to contact for a particular question, feel free to contact the 
church office at:  919-481-1441, or email secretary@gsucc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Ministry Area Chair  Email Address 

Chair of Worship Adrian Dunston adrian@x-omega.com 

Chair of Congregational Care Tony Hoshaw ahoshaw@gmail.com 

Chair of Relationship Suzie Weber webersuz@gmail.com 

Chair of Faith Formation Dave & Elise Bielen 
dabielen@gmail.com 
elise.bielen@gmail.com 

Chair of Building & Grounds Dave Sniffin dsniffin@earthlink.net 

Chair of Mission & Outreach Kathy Boyer nckathyb@gmail.com 

As our ministries start up again for the new program year, surveys will be made available to choose 

where you can fit in and contribute your time and talents.  We anticipate having the surveys posted 

and available in September.   

In the meantime, if you have any questions about the various ministries, you may contact the minis-

try leadership.  Contact information is listed below. 

Ministry of Congregational Care 

Ministry of Faith Formation 

Ministry of Mission and Outreach 

Ministry of Worship 

Ministry of Building and Grounds 

Ministry of Relationship 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:secretary@gsucc.org
mailto:dsniffin@earthlink.net
mailto:nckathyb@gmail.com
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Finances First                      By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 
 
Gordon Welles 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 $218,402.02 12/1/2038 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of June 30, 2021** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $124,431.44 $143,999.50 -$19,568.06 -13.6% 

Total Expenses $137,592.12 $144,938.00 -$7,345.88 -5.1% 

Difference ($13,160.68)       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of June 30, 2021 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $86,284 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2020 $22,158 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $108,442 $127,368 -$18,926 -14.9% 

Loose $12,940 $12,090 $850 7.0% 

Total for 2021 $121,382 $139,458 -$18,076 -13.0% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Good Shepherd Activity Bulletin Board 

Sunday Morning Worship 

10:30 a.m., via Zoom 

Monday Chair Yoga 3:30 p.m., via Zoom 

Wednesday Chair Yoga 

3:30 p.m., via Zoom 

Book Club Tuesday, September 21 
7:00 p.m., via Zoom 

Men’s Fellowship 
Saturday, August 7-9:00 a.m. Tuesday, August 17-9:00 a.m. Brigs at Maynard Crossing 

Women’s Fellowship 

Saturday, August 21, 10:00 a.m. 

Church Parking Lot 

In-Person Worship Begins August 8, 10:30 a.m. 

The Carying Place  

Annual Benefit Auction, August 13 
6:00-9:00pm—Prestonwood Country Club 

 
Labor Day Race for Home, September 6 

Koka Booth Amphitheater and Symphony Lake 
Or virtually on—August 28-Septemberd 6 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Faith Formation:  
Moderator: Amy Murray 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours (normal, but not during 
COVID-19 restrictions) 
Senior Pastor: W 10:00 am — 2:00 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W 9:30 am — 12:30 pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

 

If you have a birthday in August and it is 

not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and 

let us know.  

Our August Birthdays 
 

2  Bettye Aggerup  14 Tammy Rowland  

3  Annie Buchanan  18 Connie Holleman 

3  Leslie Cole      19 Michelle Jaluvka    

10  Carla Gregg-Kearns 

12  Davis Murray     22 Linda Velto 

14  Steven Boyer           

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

