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  Ministry of Worship   

The Pastor’s Corner 
 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

September 20—Covid Update 
 

 

The Covid Task Force of GSUCC met on Sept 20, and noted that we are encouraged by the current 

downtrends in infections, deaths, and hospitalizations, as well as the news that Pfizer will be applying 

for emergency use of its vaccine in 5-11 year olds.  In light of the good news, we changed our guide-

lines to allow for small (25 or less) indoor gatherings.  

Mask requirements for indoors and outside remain for 

now. 

However, we also noted that hospitalizations and 

community spread rates are still high in our area.   

While it appears the Delta variant has peaked, that 

cannot be fully determined yet.   

We will meet again the week of Oct 18, and if the data 

continues to show a downward trend in the spread of 

the virus and hospitalizations, we will set a date (late 

October/early November) to reopen for in-person 

worship and resume hybrid services. 

I see headlines about when life will be back to normal and I wonder, “was anything really ever nor-

mal before Covid-19?”  I guess what people mean is being able to go into a store without a mask 

(but is wearing a mask really so bad?) or not constantly calculating the risk of activities, or being 

back in the office (but do people really want that?).  For me, I hope there will be a time when I feel 

less worried…worried about people I know in the hospital, worried the other shoe is going to drop, 

worried about people around the world getting sick, worried school will be a disaster, worried people 

won’t care about church anymore, worried about…you get the idea!   When I find myself going down 

rabbit holes of worry it is helpful to come back to now, the present, the current moment.  I can feel 

the sunshine on my skin, hear the wind chimes, touch the dog’s soft fur.   

I don’t think that there was “normal” before Covid-19.  So many people’s experiences are unique 

and, pandemic or not, there is still deep sorrow and confusion in people’s lives.  To strip the 

pandemic layer away will be a good thing, but we humans have other layers of pain that there is no 

vaccine for.  There is no need to try and regain a “normal” that never was.   

Instead, may we find ways to live our faith with meaning and purpose, to ask more questions that 

bring us closer to the heart of God, to be present to our current moment, to yield to joy whenever 

possible, and to be as “unnormal” as we can. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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 Ministry of Faith Formation   

Oct 17 Worship – Creative Word Worship Celebration 
On-line 10:30am-11:10am 

Outdoor 11:15am-12:15pm 

As we continue our weekly worship in the virtual setting, we invite everyone to join us as usual for 

worship online at 10:30am. On October 17, online worship will only go until 11:10am, at which 

time everyone in town is invited to come to Good Shepherd for outdoor worship stations and boxed 

lunches.  

Our lunches are generously provided by our Calvin Institute Worship Grant, but you must register so 

we can have an accurate count.  Please see the weekly email to register or call Suzie Weber at 417-

321-3383. 

Campfire Church and Other October Events for Families 
  

This fall, we have some very exciting updates for Faith 

Formation!  

First, we will begin an outdoor worship and fellowship night 

on the first Sunday night of every month (October 3, No-

vember 7, December 5) from 4:00 - 5:00pm. We will have a 

fire pit and s’mores, singing around the 

campfire, crafts, snacks, and more! For 

October, we will be celebrating fall’s 

arrival by decorating and/or carving 

pumpkins! We would love to have you 

join us for a fun night of fellowship and 

worship together! 

Second, we will be starting Sunday 

school back outdoors from October until the end of the year. 

It will be on second and fourth Sundays, and we will be 

focusing on biblical storytelling. Parents are also welcomed, 

and there will be accompanying parent questions and discussions.  

 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

By Lauren Lippincott 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Third, there are many fun events coming up for our middle school and 

high school group! On October 30, we will be hosting a Halloween movie 

night at the church where we will have popcorn and snacks, and will be 

watching Hocus Pocus outside with a movie projector! Additionally, in 

November, we will have a teen night where we will be renting out a local 

escape room (indoors and masked), and then plan to eat afterward!  

 

Lastly, we also have a fun event 

coming up for families on October 

23, where we will be visiting Page 

Farms in Raleigh together. There will be pumpkin picking (off 

the vine), and we will have the opportunity to hear how the 

pumpkins are grown. There will also be a hayride, animals to 

visit, a corn maze, and all kinds of other fun fall festivities! 

Since we will be going as a group, please let me know if 

you are interested 

in attending so we can let them know ahead of time how 

many people to expect! Tickets will be between $14-$15 

per person depending on the number of people we have.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am looking forward to a wonderful fall together as we find ways to gather safely together and utilize 

our outdoor spaces well.  

 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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 Ministry of Relationship   

By Stephanie Herold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Morning  

Spirituality Group 
 

The current series of the Wednesday Morning Spirituality Group is finding 
joy and meaning in our cultural historical legacies.  We meet Wednesday 
mornings, at 10:30am, either online or masked in the sanctuary.  All 
are welcome! 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Food for Thought 

 

The Relationship Ministry has been a little busy this past month, more than all of 2020 and most of 

2021, so to speak! There was a "dual service" on September 12 and snacks were provided to those 

who came for Part II of the service on the grounds of Good Shepherd. It was so exciting that a couple 

of people came who have only been attending virtually and have never been on the church property 

before Covid-19. It was truly nice to meet in-person outside!  If you couldn’t attend the first “dual 

service” you’ll have another opportunity on October 17. If you did make it, be assured we’d love to 

see you again. Plus, a box lunch will be served! Mark your calendars now so you don’t forget! 

Women’s Fellowship met outside under the trees, socially distanced, on September 18, and toilet 

paper was collected for Dorcas. Men’s Fellowship is meeting outside in the parking lot as well.   

On September 24, we provided pizza, chips and watermelon to about 13 hard working kids and 

adults. They spent hours hauling mulch from the far end of the parking lot to the cleared area up the 

hill behind the church. Another playground work night will be October 1. 

It is so good to fellowship with each other. If you’d like to help with this ministry, please send an 

email to webersuz@gmail.com  

 

 

 

We’ve decided to add something interesting to the October Women’s Fellowship by undertaking a 

book exchange followed by an outdoor picnic lunch. 

If you have books you’d like to share, bring them along to exchange with others.  Even if you don’t 

have books to swap, there might be a book for you to take home!  Plan to share your thoughts on 

any books you bring - it will be great to expand our reading 

palettes.  Any books that are left behind will be donated to Dorcas. 

Also, bring along your lunch so that we can continue to enjoy each 

other’s company with a picnic lunch at the tables outside. We’ll meet 

at 11:00am, Saturday, October 16! 

By Suzie Weber 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:webersuz@gmail.com
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By Sue Rice 

Men’s Fellowship 
By Chris Alberti 

The Men’s Fellowship will continue to meet on the second Saturday of each month. Until it gets cold, 

we will continue to gather at 9:00am for about two hours. The next men’s gathering will be Satur-

day, October 9, at 9:00am, in the church parking lot. Since we can now meet indoors (with mask) in 

a small group (25), we have the option of meeting in the sanctuary or in the parking lot. Please bring 

an item of interest (coin/stamp collection, scrap book, pictures, etc.) to discuss and share with the 

group. This should be a fun activity! 

Let’s plan again on collecting items for the Dorcas 

Food Pantry. Dorcas Ministries anticipates an increase 

in families seeking food assistance in the coming 

weeks. Please check out this link for the food pantry 

list of items that are most needed. The Men’s Fellow-

ship gathering is open to folks of all ages in our con-

gregation, so spread the word! I look forward to our 

gathering on October 9! 

 

Photo by Andrew McCabe (CCBy2.0)  

 

The Book Club will meet on October 26, at 7:00pm, when we will be discussing 

This Is Now It Always Is by Laurie Frankel. Claude is five years old, the youngest 

of five brothers, and loves peanut butter sandwiches. He also loves wearing a 

dress, and dreams of being a princess.  This Is How It Always Is is a novel about 

revelations, transformations, fairy tales, and family. Parenting 

is always a leap into the unknown with crossed fingers and full 

hearts, children grow but not always according to plan. And families with secrets 

don’t get to keep them forever.  

Book Club will continue to meet on Zoom for now.  If things change, then we may 

decide to meet in person – perhaps outdoors or in the sanctuary where we can 

have better distancing. 

Looking ahead:  

November 23 — Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford 

January 25 — Everybody Wants to Go to Heaven But No One Wants to Die  

  by Amy Gutmann and Jonathan Moreno 

       

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://dorcascary.org/donate-2/
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 Ministry of Mission and Outreach    

By Tim Lee 

ONE Wake 
ONE Wake is about people working together to identify common problems, and to create solutions 
for the common good within Wake County.   

Issue: Affordable housing. 

 In North Carolina, more than 350,000 renter households that are extremely low income are 
facing a shortage of more than 200,000 rental homes or apartments. 

 In Wake County, more than 56,000 low-income households are unable to find affordable 
housing. That number may increase to as many as 150,000 households over the next 20 years.  

 About 1 in 4 Wake County households, and 41% of renters, are cost-burdened, meaning 
they pay more than 30% of their monthly income on housing and utilities. 

 Many people who work in Cary can’t afford to live in Cary because there is little, if any, affordable 
housing.  

 The median gross rent in Cary in 2019 was $1,300 per month.  

 Average rent in Cary in 2019 for a 3-bedroom apartment was $1,534 per month.  

 ONE Wake is calling on the Cary Town Council to prioritize a penny from the property tax rate to 
create an annual, local fund for affordable housing. Penny for housing initiatives has passed in 
every other major Research Triangle town and city, leading to the creation of hundreds of units of 
affordable housing.  

ONE Wake is organizing a public meeting with Cary Town Council members on Thursday, 
November 11, at 7:00pm, so they can hear our testimony to the need for local affordable housing 
funding. We will ask the Town Council members to publicly react to our interest on this issue.  

We encourage your participation! 

Public Assembly with Candidates for Town Council 
Thursday, November 11, 7:00 PM (virtual) please register in advance here. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.city-data.com/city/Cary-North-Carolina.html
https://www.onewake.org/carypennyaction?e=a7b0a94daae641b1f1503c7c7e8f83c1&utm_source=ocjusticeunited&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cary_events_1&n=2
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                           Garden Update 
Our summer garden is almost finished, except for the lunchbox peppers 

that will continue to produce until we have a hard frost. In September, we 

harvested 10 pounds of peppers for Dorcas Ministries Food Pantry. We 

removed the tomato and cucumbers vines and planted our fall garden, 

which consists of kale, collards, and spinach. We also re-dressed Miss 

Flowers, our scarecrow, and cleaned out our supply cabinet.    

 

Anyone wishing to help by watering, harvesting, or maintaining the garden 

can get involved by emailing Susie Oliver at soliver@mindspring.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
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By Amy Murray 

By Kathy Boyer 

 Other   

Additional information not associated with a particular stewardship is included on the following pages.  

Ministry Leaders and Contact Information 
 
 
The following list provides the name and email of the leaders for each of our ministry areas.  If you 
are not sure who to contact for a particular question, feel free to contact the church office at:  919-
481-1441, or email secretary@gsucc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Ministry Area Chair  Email Address 

Chair of Worship Adrian Dunston adrian@x-omega.com 

Chair of Congregational Care Tony Hoshaw ahoshaw@gmail.com 

Chair of Relationship Suzie Weber webersuz@gmail.com 

Co-Chairs of Faith Formation Dave & Elise Bielen 
dabielen@gmail.com 
elise.bielen@gmail.com 

Chair of Building & Grounds Dave Sniffin dsniffin@earthlink.net 

Chair of Mission & Outreach Kathy Boyer nckathyb@gmail.com 

 

Exciting fall activities were discussed in Council.  From the new technological upgrades to enrich our 

hybrid services, to more planned outdoor worship services, to our Stewardship Campaign and looking 

forward to the season of Advent, we are not letting Covid-19 keep us down.   

Ministry of Congregational Care 

Ministry of Faith Formation 

Ministry of Mission and Outreach 

Ministry of Worship 

Ministry of Building and Grounds 

Ministry of Relationship 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:secretary@gsucc.org
mailto:dsniffin@earthlink.net
mailto:nckathyb@gmail.com


 

(10) 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

 

Finances First                      By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 
 
Gordon Welles 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 $216,990.18 12/1/2038 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of August 31, 2021** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $178,733.97 $191,999.33 -$13,265.36 -6.9% 

Total Expenses $176,121.10 $193,916.00 -$17,794.90 -9.2% 

Difference $2,612.87       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of August 31, 2021 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $136,401 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2020 $22,158 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $158,559 $169,823 -$11,264 -6.6% 

Loose $17,111 $16,120 $991 6.1% 

Total for 2021 $175,670 $185,943 -$10,273 -5.5% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Good Shepherd Activity Bulletin Board 

Sunday Morning Worship 

10:30am on Zoom 

ONE Wake meeting 

With Cary Town Council 

November 11, 7:00pm 

on Zoom 

Wednesday Chair Yoga 

3:30pm on Zoom 

Book Club 
Tuesday, October 26 

7:00pm on Zoom 

Youth Halloween Movie Night 
October 30 

Women’s Fellowship 

Saturday, October 16 11:00am 

Church parking lot 

Neighbors In Need Offering 

October 3 

Campfire Church 

Sundays—October 3, November 7 & December 5 

4:30-5:00pm 

Outdoors on church grounds 

Fall Farm-to-Church CSA  

crop deliveries-Tuesdays 

October 5-November 23 

Men’s Fellowship 

Saturday, October 9 

9:00am 

Church parking lot 

Faith and…. 

Sunday morning 

9:15am on Zoom 

Wednesday Morning Spirituality 10:30am in the Sanctuary  and on Zoom 

Creative Word Worship Celebration 
October 17 

Online at 10:30am 
Outdoors at 11:15am 

Page Farms Pumpkin Patch Tour 

October 23 

Children’s Sunday 

School 

2nd & 4th Sundays 

10:30am—Outdoors 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Faith Formation: Lauren Lippincott 
Moderator: Todd Weber 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours (normal, but not during 
COVID-19 restrictions) 
Senior Pastor: W 10:00 am — 2:00 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W 9:30 am — 12:30 pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

 

If you have a birthday in October and it is 

not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and 

let us know.  

Our October Birthdays 
 

1   Debbie Jaluvka 

3   Chris Alberti  

3 Carolyn Lundin  

5   Charlie Blount 

6   Sonja Bedi  

6   Bensley Buchanan 

7   Karen Getz  

7   Amy Bell 

10 David Prodoehl 

14 Zoe Fitzpatrick 

15 Susie Oliver 

17 Charlotte Speltz 

18 Elise Prodoehl 

19 Andrea Bedi 

27 Hannah Mei 

27 Sofia Sands 

29 Alexis Rice 

30 John Speltz 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

