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My Heart Shall Sing 

 
 
We look forward to sharing a meaningful Advent and Christmas with 
you!  Our theme this year, “My Heart Shall Sing,” invites us into this season of 
preparation by considering the songs that our hearts long to sing, need to 
sing, wish they could sing…the songs of lament and confusion, and the songs 
of joy and hope.  Christmas Eve we will offer two similar services, one early 
evening and one later in the evening.   
 

November 28—Advent 1—My heart shall sing of justice 

Worship and Outdoor Sunday School—10:30am 
 

December 5—Advent 2—My heart shall sing of preparation 

Worship—10:30am 

Campfire Church—4pm 
 

December 12—Advent 3—My heart shall sing with expectation & questions 

Worship and Outdoor Sunday School—10:30am 
 

December 19—Advent 4—My heart shall sing with joy 

Worship—10:30am 

Caroling Watch Party—6:00pm 
 

December 24—Christmas Eve—My heart shall sing Good News 

Worship—4:30pm and 7:30pm 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
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Caroling Video Watch Party  

December 19, 6:00 PM 

Our annual Christmas caroling event will take a slightly different shape this year. Visiting homes to 
sing in person is still not ideal due to the pandemic, so we will have a Christmas caroling video watch 
party. On Sunday, December 19, at 6:00pm, we will gather in the church sanctuary, with a Zoom 
option for those who prefer it. Together we’ll enjoy videos of Good Shepherd folks singing their 
favorite Christmas songs and have a chance to visit with church friends. 

So which Good Shepherd folks will be in the videos? Hopefully YOU! Pick a Christmas carol or song 
that you like and make a quick video of you/your family singing it. Nothing fancy required; just a 
video on your phone will do. Feel free to add an instrument if someone in your house plays, sing 
without accompaniment, or let Linda Velto lindavelto@gmail.com know if you would like some help 
from the piano. 

If you'd like to make a Christmas song video, please email Linda with, 1) what song you'd like to sing, 
and 2) whether you need help with accompaniment. Then upload your video to this Google folder or 
email it to Linda by December 15. 

That's all there is to it! This is not about creating the most perfect music performance. It IS about 
sharing Christmas spirit and joy with each other. We hope you'll be part of the Christmas music-
making this season! 

 

By Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1P5-q0DrgoOhaQngUAx3YDgwZgA2xphu6?usp=sharing
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 Ministry of Relationship   

 
 
 
The Book Club will meet next on January 25, at 7:00 pm., 
when we will be discussing Everybody Wants to Go to 
Heaven But Nobody Wants to Die by Amy Gutmann 
and Jonathan Moreno, exploring the troubling 
contradictions between expanding medical research and 

neglecting human rights, from testing anthrax vaccines on children to using 
brain science for marketing campaigns. Providing “a clear and 
compassionate presentation” (Library Journal) of such complex topics as 
radical changes in doctor-patient relations, legal controversies over in 
vitro babies, experiments on humans, unaffordable new drugs, and limited 
access to hospice care, this urgent and incisive history is “required reading 
for anyone with a heartbeat” (Andrea Mitchell).  
 
Please join us on Zoom at 7:00pm. 
 

By Sue Rice 

Fellowship in the Winter 
 

We have gotten into a groove for outdoor fellowship but need to come up with some ways to stay 

warmer while socializing besides coffee, hot tea and hot chocolate! 

Maybe some hot cider will need to be on our shopping list. So be sure to pack your gloves and 

mittens as well as a hat and scarf.  Let's not allow the cooler weather to slow down our time with 

each other. 

I want to talk about how we envision Sunday fellowship to be in the upcoming year.  If you recall, I 

have asked for a larger budget for the 2022 year. This proposed increase will cover all food cost, as 

well as the usual kitchen supplies. The Relationship Ministry will be responsible for purchasing and pre

-approving food for fellowship. We hope with the approved increase, we can buy fruit and vegetables 

to go along with the other snacks and beverages.  These produce items are not always the 

cheapest to purchase and the seasons dictate their prices. These cost factors can put a financial strain 

on some members.  It should not be a decision to fulfill a pledge to the church or buy food for 

Sunday fellowship.  (Produce will be served based on the COVID Task Force guidelines for safety, sub-

ject to change.) 

I welcome your feedback on how we can continue to make 

Fellowship a meaningful part of our Sunday worship. 

If your are willing to help serve on Sundays immediately 

following the service, please contact me:  

Email—webersuz@gmail.com   Call/text—417-321-3383. 

Two picnic tables have been moved under the tent and can be 

used for Fellowship, so set up is even easier!  

By Suzie Weber 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:webersuz@gmail.com
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 Ministry of Congregational Care    

 

 

Women’s Fellowship - Christmas Celebration 

Saturday, December 18, 1:00-3:00pm - GSUCC Sanctuary (masks required) 

Cookie Exchange:  Participants should plan to use small clear plastic bags with approx. 4 
cookies or candies per bag. Some people may also wish to bake small loaf breads - plan 1 
loaf per bag.  Clearly identify the ingredients of items (e.g. peanuts, almond flour, etc.) to 
help those who may have allergies. 

Holiday Gift Exchange:  If you plan to participate, bring a wrapped gift with a value of no 
more than $10. You  will have the opportunity to pick a gift, or steal from someone who has 
opened something already. 

Crazy Christmas Outfit Contest: a prize will be awarded. 

Donations of ‘new’ pillows to the Carying Place will be collected. 

We will socially distance, wear masks and have hand sanitizer available as we exchange and steal 
gifts from each other. 

If you do not feel comfortable participating in the cookie and gift exchanges, come and fellowship 
with us anyway. 

See you on the 18th! 

By Stephanie Herold 

Welcome Simon James Bielen 
Welcome to a new addition to our GSUCC family! Simon James Bielen was born to Dave and Elise 

Bielen on November 21, 2021. They say he is healthy and happy, and they are all doing well and 
grateful to be together. His big brother is August, who just turned two. 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE MEMBER 

LIZ AIMONE 

Editor’s Note: We are delighted that Liz Aimone joined GSUCC on November 21, after 
attending for several years. At our request, Liz submitted the following information so we 
could get to know her better. Welcome, Liz!  

How did you decide to come to Good Shepherd United Church of Christ?  

I grew up Roman Catholic, attending a Catholic 
school and completing the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. After moving to North Carolina 
to attend NC State, my aunt, Leslie Cole, 
invited me to attend church with her at Good 
Shepherd. It was the best type of culture 
shock! I had never attended a church that 
made me feel better leaving than when I 
arrived. It’s refreshing to attend a church that 
promotes equity and caring for their neighbor 
and our environment. After six years of 
attending as a guest, I feel like it is time to 
make GSUCC my home.  

How did you come to live in this area?  

I moved to North Carolina from the greater-
Philadelphia area to attend undergrad at NC 
State. I graduated from State in 2019, and 
continued my education at Duke University, 
earning my MS in Global Health in 2021. After 
my parents moved to Durham in 2018, I knew 
I wanted to keep the Triangle as my long-term 
home.  

Who is part of your family? 

I live in Apex with my partner, A’Dren and our three cats, Peanut, Zara, and Daphne. A’Dren is a fire-
fighter and serves in the US Army. We met at the gym and continue to enjoy powerlifting and hiking 
together. We also enjoy volunteering at animal shelters and doing projects around our apartment.  

Peanut, Zara, and Daphne were adopted from local shelters and continue to be the light of our lives. 
They spend their days relaxing on the catio A’Dren built and lying on my desk while I work. 

What kind of work do you do?  

I am a Clinical Researcher at UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center. I primarily work 
on projects to support the caregivers of those living with cancer, and survivors of cancer. I work 
from home and occasionally in the clinics. I absolutely love my first “adult” job, and I hope to stay at 
UNC as long as they’ll have me.  

What are some of your hopes in joining our congregation? In what ways do you wish to 
support its ministries? 

I hope to continue to grow in my faith and heal my concept of organized religion. I also hope to 
connect with fellow members of the Cary/Apex community. I look forward to contributing to GSUCC’s 
ministries through helping build the Habitat house and finding a role that can put my organizational 
skills to good use.  

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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MEET THE MEMBERS 
TUFFY DURBIN FAMILY 

BRIAN, JENNIFER, CARTER, AND TYLER 
By Susie Oliver 

Editor’s Note: After almost a year of being a part of 
GSUCC by Zoom, we are so pleased that Jennifer 
Durbin Tuffy and Brian Tuffy joined Good Shepherd 
in person on November 21. At our request, Jennifer 
submitted the following information so we could get 
to know their family better.  

How did you decide to come to Good Shepherd 
United Church of Christ? 

For a number of years, we attended a large non-
denominational church and while we knew it was not 
“home,” it provided the level of anonymity we each 
needed as we discovered the faith paths we were meant 
to be on. However, when the church decided not to speak 
about the events in our nation’s capital on January 6, 
2021, and instead proceeded with the pre-produced 
sermon, we knew it was time to find a church that more 
accurately reflected our values and the teaching of Jesus 
Christ. 

Our search for a local open and affirming church led us to 
Good Shepherd! We knew that an open and affirming 
church truly understood the life and teachings of Jesus 
Christ, so that is where we wanted to start. After joining 
via Zoom on January 17, 2021, we felt so welcomed by 
Pastor Carla, Lindsey, Linda, and Amy that we knew we wanted to come back! Long story short, we 
never felt the need to visit another church because we knew we had found our church home.  

Where do you live, and how did you come to live in this area? 

We live in Raleigh, right at the Cary border. Both Carter and Tyler were born in Raleigh. Jennifer grew 
up in California and relocated to Cary in 1996, the summer before her senior year in high school. Not 
the easiest time to move across the country! She went to Meredith College for undergrad, and then 
UNC Chapel Hill for Business School and settled in Raleigh. Brian grew up in Florida, and after 
graduating from UCF, a job took him to Texas, Georgia, and then NC, where he settled in Durham in 
1997. 

Tell us about your family. What kinds of things do you enjoy doing together? 

As a family, we enjoy watching movies, going on hikes, weekends in the mountains, and building with 
Legos.  

Carter is quite athletic and plays the saxophone in the jazz band, where he is in seventh grade at 
Oberlin Middle School. We affectionately refer to him as our human calculator because he LOVES math 
and has an incredible ability to do calculations in his head. We won’t be surprised if one day there is a 
formula named after him.  

Tyler is an avid tennis player, a very talented writer, and he loves to read. Tyler competed in his first 
tennis tournament this fall and did very well! He is currently responsible for writing his fifth-grade 
weekly newsletter at The Raleigh School and is always looking for a fun new book to read.  

Jennifer loves to cook and all things crafting. During the initial Covid lockdown she taught herself to 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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 Ministry of Mission and Outreach    

By Kathy Boyer 

quilt and has recently been spending every spare minute cross-stitching.  

Brian is an avid audiobook and podcast listener (all at least 1.5x speed). He is a private pilot and 
hopes to get back up in the air when life settles down a bit and his work schedule allows. 

What kind of work do you do? 

Jennifer is an Executive Coach and founder of Scoutenger Executive Coaching. She works with leaders 
across the world who have achieved professional success but are still searching for fulfillment.  

Brian is the owner and president of eyeNET Security, a full-service IT firm providing support to small 
and medium-sized businesses and non-profit organizations across NC.  

What are some of your hopes in joining our congregation? In what ways do you wish to 
support its ministries? 

We are all very excited about becoming part of the Good Shepherd family!! We look forward to be-
coming more active members of the community, participating in ministry and outreach efforts. We 
want to use our individual gifts to support Good Shepherd ministries in any way we can.  

 

 

 

 

The Christmas Fund for Veterans of the Cross is managed by the Pension Boards of the UCC. It has 

been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United Church of Christ for over 

100 years, providing emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health premiums, 

and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees. 

United Church of Christ congregations and members have blessed the Christmas Fund with their gen-

erosity for many years. This year, your care and compassion will be especially appreciated by those 

servants of the church who are facing a time of need. All offerings collected at our Christmas Eve ser-

vices will go to The Christmas Fund. 

 

"Be the Church" rainbow magnets are available at a cost of $5 each. Super magnetic, with a subtle, 
faux wood-design background, these 11.5" x 3" magnets include the UCC logo and ten statements 
that describe what it means to "Be the Church." You can display this magnet on your car 
(it's that sturdy, but remove it before a car wash), refrigerator, or another magnetic surface. 
 
If you wish to purchase one of these magnets, check with Lindsey Gregg-Kearns or Susie Oliver 
(soliver@mindspring.com).  

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
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CHRISTMAS PARADE 
 

Good Shepherd is going to have an entry in the Cary Christmas parade on Saturday, December 11! 
We will be decorating Matt and Lisa Mead’s boat as our “float.” We would like to have as many people 
as possible be a part of our parade entry. Young children or those who can’t walk can ride in the boat, 
and others can walk beside it. Bicycle riders are also encouraged. This is an excellent way for us to 
make our community aware that we welcome everyone, regardless of who they are or where they are 
on life’s journey. 

There are lots of ways you can help if you wish to be involved with this church-wide project: 

¨ Decorating the boat, loaning garlands or other decorations to be used, bringing medium gift bags 
(used ones are fine) for candy distribution 

¨ Participating in the parade: riding in the boat, walking or biking behind/beside the boat, carrying 
our “Be the Church” banner or posters, tossing candy to spectators 

¨ Donating candy to be distributed to spectators, especially if you have any candy left over from trick 
or treat that doesn’t include a Halloween theme. 

Those interested in being in the parade should meet at a to-be-designated place in the parade line-up 
at 1:00pm on Saturday, December 11. We will decorate our float as we wait for the parade to start at 
2:00pm.  
 
If you plan to participate or want to help in any way, please use the signup sheet in the narthex or 
contact Susie Oliver at soliver@mindspring.com.  
 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
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Garden Update/Compost Reminder 
Other than kale and collards, our garden has stopped producing for this year, but we are pleased to 
have donated over 300 pounds of vegetables to the Dorcas Ministries Food Pantry from our spring 
and summer crops. We will soon begin planning for our spring garden, but in the meantime, we will 
take a couple of months break. 
 
If you don’t compost at home, we remind you to contribute to our compost bin to improve our soil, 
using items that would otherwise end up in landfills. Whenever you are at church, follow the pavers 
from the circle drive to the middle compost bin beside the garden and deposit the following items: 
vegetable and fruit scraps and peelings, coffee grounds and filters, tea bags or leaves, crushed 
eggshells, dryer lint, cardboard egg cartons, and cardboard tubes from toilet paper and paper towel 
rolls. Anything that is hard needs to be cut into smaller pieces (around 2”). 

By Susie Oliver 

Farm-to-Church Fall Crop  
 

Our fall farm-to-church CSA deliveries ended on November 23. Through participation in 
this program, our church members and friends helped create new market opportunities 
for LaTanya Andrews at Soul City Farm and Demetrius Hunter at the Black Farmers 
Hub. There will not be a winter crop, giving our farmers time to rest and prepare for 
the spring crop. However, we expect to participate again next year and will provide 
more information as it becomes available.  

By Linda Velto 

Habitat Seeks Homeowners and  

Construction Volunteers 
The Cary Coalition of Churches has completed one Habitat home on Trimble Avenue in Cary, with 

another house slated to begin construction in January 2022, as part of a development of seven 

homes. Typically homeowners are selected for each property before construction begins, or early in 

the building process, but the Trimble Avenue homes have not yet been matched with owners. 

Housing costs in the Triangle are skyrocketing, and it is possible that you or someone you know 

would qualify for a Habitat home. Habitat Wake does not give away homes; homeowners contribute 

sweat equity during building and purchase their homes with an affordable mortgage. In order to qualify 

for the program, applicants must have a minimum and consistent income of $30,000. This income sets 

future homeowners up for success in affording the full market value of the homes that Habitat Wake 

builds, and insulates them from rising property taxes and cost of living. Individuals, couples, single 

parents with children, couples with children, etc., may apply for 

Habitat Wake’s homeownership program. 

If you would like to learn more about applying for a Habitat Wake 

home, visit their website. 

If you would like to participate in building the next home on Trimble 

Avenue, we have three Saturdays in 2022 earmarked for Good 

Shepherd volunteers: January 8, January 29, and February 26. 

Register for these workdays or any other workday on our special Cary 

Coalition sign up page.  There you’ll find all the details for each day’s 

building schedule. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.habitatwake.org/apply
http://vhub.at/carycoalition
http://vhub.at/carycoalition
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Once again, our church can receive a $1,000 grant to enhance our church garden. We need to have a 
minimum of 10 people from our church who each run, walk, paddle, swim, bike, or skate 100 miles 

outdoors in North Carolina in 2021. Miles completed any time in 
2021 may be counted. If you are willing to participate and have 
not already done so, please contact Susie Oliver at 
soliver@mindspring.com.  

1 Church/10 People/100 Miles/$1000 
By Susie Oliver 

Adopt A Spot 
 
 
On November 14, Amy Murray, Beth Crews, Shirley Heiman, and Susie 
Oliver picked up litter along the Black Creek Greenway and parts of 
Maynard Road in conjunction with our church’s participation in the Town of 
Cary’s “Adopt a Spot” Program. This is great publicity for Good Shepherd 
and acknowledges our commitment to Caring for Creation. We look forward 
to your support as we continue this endeavor on behalf of our church and 
the Town of Cary. Stay tuned for the next litter pick-up, probably in 
February or March. 

 
 
 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
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Dreamfest Food Drive & MLK Day of Service  
We will become a Donation Station for Dorcas Ministries Food Pantry and collect food for the 
Dreamfest Food Drive through the month of January. 
 
January 12-17, 2022—Reflecting the Times: Saving the Nina Simone Childhood Home
( Presentation) 
Wednesday, January 12, 2022 | 7 p.m. | Free | Virtual  

Singer and civil rights activist Nina Simone was born Eunice Waymon in 1933 in Tryon, North Carolina. 

Her childhood home, less than a mile from the South Carolina border, had been empty and abandoned 

for a number of years, despite efforts to turn it into a museum. In 2017 a group of African American 

artists purchased the house, with a goal of reinterpreting it to recognize 

Simone's complex legacy and embrace her statement that "an artist's duty 

is to reflect the times." Learn about the property, the efforts to save it, and 

the challenges ahead for rehabilitation and potential uses with Tiffany 

Tolbert with the National Trust for Historic Preservation and Ted Alexander 

with Preservation North Carolina. A Q&A with the speakers will follow the 

presentation.  

MLK/FBI (Film) 
Thursday, January 13, 2022 | 2 p.m. | Tickets 
Saturday, January 15, 2022 | 7:30 p.m. | Tickets 
 
Selma (Film) 
Thursday, January 13, 2022 | 7 p.m. | Tickets 
Saturday, January 15, 2022 | 5 p.m. | Tickets 
 
"No Fear and Blues Long Gone:  
Nina Simone"  (Performance) 
By Howard L. Craft;  
Directed by Kathryn Hunter-Williams 
Featuring Yolanda Rabun 
Friday, January 14, 2022 | 7:30 p.m. | Purchase tickets  
For more information:  
www.yolandarabun.com and www.nofearandblueslonggone.com.  

African American Heroes and Sheroes (Performance) 
Saturday, January 15, 2022 | 11 a.m.  | Purchase Tickets 

I Am Not Your Negro (Film) 
Sunday, January 16, 2022 | 2 p.m. | Free Ticket Required 

Interfaith MLK Service 
Sunday, January 16 | 3:30 pm 
Clergy from the Christian, Jewish, and Muslim traditions will offer prayers and reflections. Guest preacher 
is Rev. CeCe Mills, an African American Lutheran pastor from Salisbury. The NC State virtual MLK Project 
will also participate. Attend in-person at Christ the King Lutheran Church, 600 Walnut Street, Cary 
(masks required) or participate on YouTube at ctkcary.com/live. All are welcome. 

For more information: 
Robbie Stone Arts Program and Operations Coordinator

(919) 460-4969—robbie.stone@townofcary.org  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://thecarytheater.com/event/mlk-fbi-2/
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/8268515/mlkfbi-cary-the-cary?partner_id=240&_ga=2.204241685.445387130.1636980166-639503075.1632927619
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/7116720/mlkfbi-cary-the-cary?partner_id=240&_ga=2.191502767.445387130.1636980166-639503075.1632927619
https://thecarytheater.com/event/selma-3/
https://thecarytheater.com/event/selma-3/
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/7602635/selma-cary-the-cary?partner_id=240&_ga=2.191502767.445387130.1636980166-639503075.1632927619
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/3339872/selma-cary-the-cary?partner_id=240&_ga=2.191502767.445387130.1636980166-639503075.1632927619
https://www.townofcary.org/recreation-enjoyment/events/concerts/marvelous-music/mainstage-series
https://www.townofcary.org/recreation-enjoyment/events/concerts/marvelous-music/mainstage-series
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/3654396/marvelous-music-seriestown-of-cary-presents-yolanda-rabun-in-no-fear-blues-long-gonenina-simone-cary-cary-arts-center?country=US&language=en
http://www.yolandarabun.com/
https://nofearandblueslonggone.com/
https://www.townofcary.org/recreation-enjoyment/events/concerts/marvelous-music/family-series
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/5608075/marvelous-music-family-serieslinda-gorham-presents-african-american-heroes-and-sheroes-cary-cary-arts-center?country=US&language=en
https://thecarytheater.com/event/i-am-not-your-negro-4/
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/8690856/i-am-not-your-negro-cary-the-cary
https://www.christthekingcary.org/live
mailto:robbie.stone@townofcary.org?subject=MLK%20Dreamfest
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By Amy Murray 

By Kathy Boyer 

 Other   

Additional information not associated with a particular stewardship is included on the following pages.  

Ministry Leaders and Contact Information 
 
 
The following list provides the name and email of the leaders for each of our ministry areas.  If you 
are not sure who to contact for a particular question, feel free to contact the church office at:  919-
481-1441, or email secretary@gsucc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Ministry Area Chair  Email Address 

Chair of Worship Adrian Dunston adrian@x-omega.com 

Chair of Congregational Care Tony Hoshaw ahoshaw@gmail.com 

Chair of Relationship Suzie Weber webersuz@gmail.com 

Co-Chairs of Faith Formation Dave & Elise Bielen 
dabielen@gmail.com 
elise.bielen@gmail.com 

Chair of Building & Grounds Dave Sniffin dsniffin@earthlink.net 

Chair of Mission & Outreach Kathy Boyer nckathyb@gmail.com 

We worked on balancing the budget for 2022 this past month. The ministries have exciting plans for 

next year and need the funds to create them. Unfortunately, the easiest area to remove funds to help 

balance our budget for 2022, came out of the Building and Grounds budget.  Dave Sniffin is very good 

about finding deals and ways to stretch his ministry’s budget, so barring any unforeseen building 

crisis, we have funds to make it through another year.  The budget will be adopted at the December 

5 Annual Congregational Meeting.  

Ministry of Congregational Care 

Ministry of Faith Formation 

Ministry of Mission and Outreach 

Ministry of Worship 

Ministry of Building and Grounds 

Ministry of Relationship 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:secretary@gsucc.org
mailto:dsniffin@earthlink.net
mailto:nckathyb@gmail.com
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Finances First                      By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 
 
Gordon Welles 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 $215,566.75 12/1/2038 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of October 31, 2021** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $225,933.02 $239,997.17 -$14,064.15 -5.9% 

Total Expenses $218,022.01 $242,965.00 -$24,942.99 -10.3% 

Difference $7,911.01       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of October 31, 2021 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $176,754 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2020 $22,158 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $198,912 $212,279 -$13,367 -6.3% 

Loose $23,956 $20,150 $3,806 18.9% 

Total for 2021 $222,868 $232,429 -$9,561 -4.1% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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By Dave Sniffin 

G o s p e l  S h o w s  C o m i n g  i n  2 0 2 2  

 
 

Are you ready to get out and hear some live music again? Do you enjoy gospel music? If so, please 

help support the Arts! Piedmont Council for the Traditional Arts (aka PineCone if you're not familiar) 

is a great local arts organization; each year, they produce a concert series (among many other 

events) called the Down Home Concert series. The 2022 Down Home series, kicking off in January, 

includes a couple of Gospel shows. Several folks from Good Shepherd have already acquired tickets 

for the Carolina Gospel Jubilee show on January 7, and while speaking with the PineCone 

Program Director / Box Office Rep, we were asked if we might help to publicize these shows in our 

newsletter. Please see below for information provided by PineCone on these two shows and contact 

the Box Office at 919-664-8333 or www.pinecone.org to get tickets. Let Dave Sniffin, Chris Alberti, 

or Tom Anderson know if you'll be attending one or both of these shows, or if you just want to know 

more about PineCone and can't find it on their website!  

 

Carolina Gospel Jubilee, featuring The Glorifying Vines Sisters,  

Jared L. Payton & The Voices, and William Ritter & Sarah Ogletree 

Friday, Jan. 7, 7:30 p.m. 

AJ Fletcher Opera Theater, Duke Energy Center for the Performing Arts, Raleigh 

More info  

 

The gospel music traditions in North and South Carolina have 

uplifted families and communities for generations. From string 

band to quartet to full-on funk, it’s impossible not to shake, 

shimmy and smile at this kind of show. PineCone’s Carolina 

Gospel Jubilee will be a joyful night of music. The Glorifying 

Vines Sisters - Alice Vines, Dorothy Vines Daniels, Audrey 

Vines, and Mattie Vines Harper - are musical matriarchs of 

Eastern North Carolina. Since 1958, the group has been tearing 

up the road and tearing up every venue they visit.  

Jared L Payton & The Voices are an award winning ensemble 

from the Cumberland County area who will celebrate their 10th 

anniversary together in 2022!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
http://www.pinecone.org/
https://pinecone.org/events/carolina-gospel-jubillee-featuring-glorifying-vines-sisters-and-more


 

(15) 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

William Ritter and Sarah Ogletree have been making 

music together for most of the last decade. Among his many 

accomplishments, multi-instrumentalist William received the 

2019-2020 In These Mountains Apprenticeship grant to study 

under renowned ballad singer Bobby McMillon. Sarah has 

been playing fiddle since she was 8, and she earned her 

Masters of Divinity at Wake Forest University. 

 

 

 

 

Videos from all 3: 

The Glorifying Vines Sisters 

Jared L. Payton & The Voices 

William Ritter & Sarah Ogletree 

PLUS, there's a great new 30-minute mini-doc called "Sacred Soul of North Carolina" that Alice Vines 

of the Vines Sisters helped organize and coordinate 

 

Shirley Caesar & The Caesar Singers 

Thursday, May 5, 7:30 p.m. 

Meymandi Concert Hall, Duke Energy Center for the Performing Arts, Raleigh 

More information  

Over the course of her storied career, Pastor Shirley Caesar has 

picked up 12 Grammy Awards, 18 Dove Awards, 14 Stellar 

Awards, a Star on the Hollywood Walk Of Fame, and numerous 

other honors. She has been a standard-bearer for traditional 

African-American gospel music, yet at the same time has been 

unafraid to challenge convention and take the genre in daring 

new directions. She currently serves as the Senior Pastor of the 

Mount Calvary Word of Faith Church in Raleigh. 

Video of Pastor Caesar 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://youtu.be/9LD53Eq7nq0
https://youtu.be/sOphMbJQJdQ
https://youtu.be/TMAMaO7KPLY
https://www.folkstreams.net/films/sacred-soul-of-north-carolina
https://pinecone.org/events/shirley-caesar-caesar-singers
https://youtu.be/ifo0F2r0ZHk
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See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Good Shepherd Activity Bulletin Board 

Sunday Morning Worship 

10:30am in the Sanctuary  

and on Zoom 

Caroling Video Watch Party 

December 19—6:00pm Sanctuary 

Wednesday Chair Yoga 

3:30pm on Zoom 

Book Club 

Tuesday, January 25 

7:00pm on Zoom 

Cary Christmas Parade 
December 11, 1:00pm 

Line-up location 

Women’s Fellowship Christmas Party 

Saturday, December 18, 1:00pm 

Sanctuary 

Campfire Church 

Sunday—December 5 

4:00pm 

Outdoors on church grounds 

Habitat Build dates 

January 8, 29 

February 26 

Christmas Fund Taken during Christmas Eve 
services 

Faith and…. 

Sunday morning 

9:15am at High House  

and on Zoom 

Wednesday Morning Spirituality 10:30am at High House 
and on Zoom 

 

MLK Dreamfest events 

January 2022 

Annual           
 

Congregation 

Meeting 

December 5 

after worship 

Children’s Sunday 

School 

December 12 & 26 

10:30am—Outdoors 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Looking back over the year... 

Advent and Christmas 2020 

Easter 2021 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Pottery Workshop—April 17 Pentecost—May 23 

Banner Workshop—May 30 

Clearing the hill for a new worship area 

Playground Fundraising 

Walk—June 5 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Outdoor EvenPsalms 

August 8—First day back 

Goodbye to Jon and Laura 

After virtual worship/outdoor stewardship 

opportunities 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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First day back-reprise—October 31 
Choir back—November 7 

October Campfire Church 

New Members—November 21 

Men’s and Women’s Fellowship 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Faith Formation: Lauren Lippincott 
Moderator: Todd Weber 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours (normal, but not during COVID
-19 restrictions) 
Senior Pastor: W 10:00 am — 2:00 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W 9:30 am — 12:30 pm 

FOLLOW  
 
 

& SERVE 

 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

Our December & January Birthdays 
   December  

3  Sally Johnson 

5  Nora Edwards 

5  Shirley Heiman 

10 Carter Durbin 

17  Jesse Edwards 

18  Wadnise Buchanan 

19 Karen (Lundin)   
  Fenton 

20 Thelma Faulk 

22 Bill Helton 

23  Lindsey Gregg-  
 Kearns  

25  Jack Uebel 

26  Jesse Lippincott 

26  Lisa Mead  

  January 

9  Norma Young 

12 Bob Bedi 

12 Alex Mead 

16  Katherine Gleason 

18  Susan Maleszweski 

23  Hero Dunston 

23 Suzie Weber 

23 Susan Rice 

24 Rob Lundin  

If you have a birthday in December or 

January and it is not listed, please call 

(919) 481-1441 and let us know.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

