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On Sunday, October 31, we 
resumed hybrid worship!  
Those who wish to be in-
person for worship may join 
us, with masks on, at 10:30 
a.m., in the sanctuary.  
Those who wish to join us 
virtually may continue to do 
so at our regular Zoom link.  
We hope to provide a 
meaningful experience for 
everyone, whether in person 
or online! 
 

Below is some information to help you worship on Sundays.  If you have an 
announcement to share, please email Pastor Carla. 
 
For those joining online: 
 The regular link and password will work every Sunday.  The Saturday 

worship email will have all the same information you are used to.  There 
will be no slides during worship, so have the order of worship handy. 

 Expect glitches!  In this new model, it may take us a few weeks to settle 
into new norms and figure out what works best.  Let us know what 
works and what doesn’t. 

 We will celebrate communion on the first and third Sundays. 
 If you don’t feel comfortable indoors, but do feel comfortable outside, 

please feel free to pop over after worship for our outdoor fellowship 
time. 

 
For those joining in person: 
 EVERYONE, except children under two, will wear a mask when indoors.  

Outside, masks are optional. 
 The Saturday worship email will contain the order of service and 

prayers.  If you would like hard copies, please print and bring them with 
you.  Otherwise, you may access them from your electronic device.  
There will be a limited number of copies in the narthex.  

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 
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By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 We have maximized our seating and ask that you space yourselves accordingly with distance 
between family units. 

 We will pass the peace with a wave or prayer gesture to those around us. 
 When we share communion, it will be in self-contained packets that you will pick up at the 

appropriate time during the service. Our offering will continue as the moment for mission, and 
you will have the chance to put your donation in a bowl near the door or give electronically.  No 
plates will be passed. 

 There is no childcare at this time.  Children are welcome in the sanctuary, and we also have the 
natural play area, a path through the woods, and the community garden if their bodies (or any 
adult bodies!) need a bit more space to move around.  Outdoor Sunday school will be on the 
second and fourth Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

 Fellowship and refreshments will be outdoors, and masks are optional outside. 
 If someone who was at in-person worship informs us of a positive COVID-19 test, the 

congregation will be informed via the listserv.  
 
We look forward to the ability to be in person for worship!  Still, we know there are places around the 
world where the vaccine is not widely available and communities near us that are suffering devasting 
effects from the virus.  While we take this step to worship in-person, we know the pandemic is not 
over and we will continue to be vigilant in our efforts to halt its progress and adjust our plans as 
needed. 
 

With Hope, 
Pastor Carla 

 

 

 
It’s almost that time again—time to order 
poinsettias to be used to decorate the 
sanctuary on Sunday, December 19, and the 
Christmas Eve service. 

Click here by Wednesday, November 10, to 
order the “Christmas flowers.”  Each plant will 
be $9 and poinsettias may be given in honor or 
in memory of special persons.  Perhaps a 
“remembrance” gift for someone who is hard to 
buy for would be appropriate.   

You may take your poinsettias home following 
the Christmas Eve service or on Sunday, 
December 26.    

Don’t delay!  Wednesday, November 10, is the 
order deadline.  This is earlier than usual 
because fewer plants were grown this year and 
we need to have our counts in early to secure 
our order. 

By Sue Rice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The hanging of the greens is an important start 
to Advent at Good Shepherd. Join in the laugh-
ter and the fun as we turn our sanctuary into a 
beautiful reflection of the season.  There will be 
getting decorations out of the attic, fluffing of 
bows, climbing ladders to hang garland, putting 
up and decorating the tree, setting up the 
crèche, and bringing out the Advent wreath. 
 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 
27, at 9 a.m.!  Plan to bring the whole family to 
join in our creation of a beautiful place for wor-
ship and memories to last a lifetime.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1v0knVYw0iuA-ldR0ocpEJp5h7Mslqg7sqxz4bdnq8an1Og/viewform?usp=sf_link
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By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 
 
 
I came to Good Shepherd 21 years ago as the newly hired church pianist, while still maintaining active 
membership in a Roman Catholic parish. In the UCC I found a theology that allows me to align my faith 
with my daily life more authentically, and in 2005 the UCC and Good Shepherd officially became my 
church home. As my musical role grew, I also discerned a call to ministry. I enrolled in a weekend 
program at Hood Theological Seminary in Salisbury, completing a Master of Divinity degree in 2013.  
 
While I was in seminary, at the request of the church Council, I was authorized as a Licensed Minister 
by the Eastern North Carolina Association (ENCA) of the Southern Conference of the UCC. Licensed 
ministers are authorized for pastoral and sacramental leadership, but only in the context of their own 
congregation. Licensed ministry is not a permanent authorization. I have completed continuing 
education and met as required with the ENCA Committee on Ministry to reflect on my work, and Good 
Shepherd has regularly requested renewal of my license. It was as a licensed minister that I was 
formally called by Good Shepherd to the role of Associate Pastor in 2017. 
 
In my most recent meeting with the Committee on Ministry, it was determined that I have met their 
requirements for ordination. I am now formally approved for ordination in the United Church of Christ, 
a culmination of this chapter of my spiritual journey. Ordination in the UCC typically takes place in the 
context of the setting that calls the minister. Since I already have a call with this congregation, I look 
forward to celebrating my ordination in the near future in a service right here at Good Shepherd! 
 
In moving from licensed to ordained status, my call to ministry is affirmed by the 
larger church body, which opens the door for me to ministerial roles in other 
places. I have been asked what ordination means for my future. It has been an 
enormous blessing to me to have grown in ministry with the Good Shepherd 
congregation for so many years, and I have no intention to go anywhere else in 
the immediate future! I offer my deepest heartfelt gratitude to the family of Good 
Shepherd. You have supported, pushed, and encouraged me along this entire 
path. I don’t know what will come in the years ahead, but for the foreseeable 
future, I look forward to continuing our shared ministry in this church family. 

 
 
 
 

We look forward to sharing a meaningful Advent and Christmas with you!  
Our theme this year, “My Heart Shall Sing,” will invite us into this season 
of preparation by considering the songs that our hearts long to sing, need 
to sing, wish they could sing…, the songs of lament and confusion, and the 
songs of joy and hope.  We hope you will join us each Sunday of Advent at 
10:30 a.m., either in person or on-line.   
 
Our traditional children’s pageant and choir cantata may look a little 
different this year but still expect special offerings from the children and 
music folks during Advent and Christmas! For Christmas Eve, we will offer 
two similar services, one early evening and one later in the evening.   
 
We may add worship experiences or other events to the Advent calendar, 
so be on the lookout for a full listing! 

 

 

Sunday November 28 My heart shall sing of justice 

Sunday, December 5 My heart shall sing of preparation 
Campfire Church at 4pm 

Sunday, December 12 My heart shall sing with expectation and questions 

Sunday, December 19 My heart shall sing with joy 

Friday, December 24 My heart shall sing Good News 

By Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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 Ministry of Faith Formation   

By Lauren Lippincott 

What’s Going on in  

Faith Formation?  

October 
 

October has been a busy and exciting 
month for Faith Formation! First, we 
kicked off the fall with Campfire Church, 
an outdoor worship time in which we 
painted/carved pumpkins, had s’mores, 
sang songs together, and had a short 
Bible study. We had lots of families and 
children participate in this event, and 
we are so excited for our Campfire 
Church in November!  
 
Additionally, we began outdoor Sunday 
school on the second and fourth 
Sundays of the month, and we have 
enjoyed getting to spend time together 
outdoors and enjoy the beautiful 
weather and our amazing church 
campus, as we spend time focused on 
biblical storytelling together. We talked 
about Job and also the creation story!  
 
We had a fun fall day at Page Farms in Raleigh on October 23, 
where we picked pumpkins off the vine, went on a hayride, 
and went through a corn maze together!  
 
Lastly, we had a Halloween movie night on October 30 at 
Good Shepherd for our middle school and high school 
students where we watched Hocus Pocus and had popcorn 
and time to visit together.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

November 
 
November will be another full and exciting month for Faith 
Formation, as we return to in-person/hybrid worship at Good 
Shepherd. During this time, we will continue our outdoor Sunday 
school, as the weather allows, on the second and fourth Sundays 
of every month, until the end of the year. For November, those 
dates will be the 14th and 28th.  
 
Also, the November Campfire Church will take place on November 
7, starting at 4:00 p.m., and we are hoping that the weather will 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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 Ministry of Relationship   

Wednesday Morning  

Spirituality Group 
 

The current series of the Wednesday Morning Spirituality Group is finding 
joy and meaning in our cultural historical legacies.  We meet Wednesday 
mornings at 10:30 a.m., online and in person.  Beginning November 3, our 
in-person sessions will take place at High House.   All are welcome! 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

be a little cooler this time! Our theme for this month will be “Looking Back and Moving Forward,” as 
we reflect on the past year and all its challenges (especially in light of All Saints Day) and continue to 
look forward with gratitude and anticipation to Thanksgiving and the Advent season. During this 
event, we will be making luminaries to honor the difficult moments and losses of the past year, as 
well as celebrate our excitement for the upcoming year. We will again have s’mores and snacks for 
everyone, as well as singing together and Bible study. I am looking forward to seeing everyone again 
for this event!  
 
On November 13, the middle school and high school group is invited to an Escape Room Night. We 
will meet at Good Shepherd, drive to GameOn, an escape room in RTP, and complete an escape room 
together. After that, we will grab some food and then head back to the church. Look out for a sign-up 
link for this night, since we have to account for everyone coming ahead of time!  
 
Lastly, towards the end of November, likely on November 21, Faith Formation will be 
hosting an afternoon of ice skating at a local ice-skating rink, and all are invited! 
More details will be coming later in the month for this event.  
 
As you can see, we have a lot to look forward to coming up, and I am so thankful for 
all of your participation. I am excited for what is to come with Good Shepherd and 
our Faith Formation ministry!  
 

 
 
 
The Book Club will meet on November 23 at 7:00 p.m., when 
we will be discussing Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 
by Jaime Ford. Alternating between 1986 and the 1940s, it 
tells the love story of Henry, a Chinese American boy, and 
Keiko, a Japanese American girl.  It is a story about first love 
and complicated family relationships.  It explores the age-old 
conflicts between father and son, and the depths and longing 
of deep-hearted love. 
 
We will meet by Zoom in November and January.  We will 
decide about meeting in person at our January meeting. 
 
Looking ahead – On January 25, 2022, we will discuss Everybody Wants to Go to 
Heaven But Nobody Wants to Die by Amy Gutmann and Jonathan Moreno.  We 
will select books for February through May at our November meeting. 

By Sue Rice 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Stephanie Herold 

 
 
 
 

 
Since COVID-19 cases are declining in Wake County, The Men’s 
Fellowship has decided to go back to having breakfast together, 
starting in November.  In the summer, we established the sched-
ule of gathering on the first Saturday and the third Tuesday of 
each month. This plan was short-lived due to the increase of 
COVID-19 Delta variant cases.  
 
Our plan is to meet on Saturday, November 6, and Tuesday, No-
vember 16, at 9:00 a.m., at Brigs at Maynard Crossings, 1225 
NW Maynard Road, Cary. Please bring an item of interest (coin/
stamp collection, scrap book, pictures, etc.) to discuss and share 
with the group. We did this at our October meeting (we had a 
small group) and the group wants to see what others may have 
to share. 
 
Let’s plan again on collecting items for the Dorcas food pantry. 
Dorcas Ministries anticipates an increase in families seeking food 
assistance in the coming weeks. Please check out the food pantry 
list for items that are most needed.  
 
The Men’s Fellowship gathering is open to folks of all ages in our 
congregation, so spread the word! I hope you all look forward to 
our breakfast gatherings on Saturday, November 6 and 16! 

By Chris Alberti Men’s Fellowship 

 

 

 

All women of GSUCC are welcome to join together on Saturday, November 20, from 11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., in the church parking lot.  If there is inclement weather, we will plan to meet in the sanctuary. 
 
At November’s meeting, we plan to contribute towards the “Birthday Cake” project for Dorcas Food 
Pantry.  There are families that visit Dorcas Pantry that may want to celebrate a child’s birthday, but 
just don’t have the funds to purchase a birthday cake. Your contribution can help offset this cost and 
give them a way to bring joy to a child.  You may include a bag with 
the suggested items listed below, OR you can purchase some of these 
items and bring them to the November meeting so that kits can be 
completed.  If you have questions, you may contact Susan 
Malesweski at 919-698-4914 or lovetobake69@gmail.com. 

 
BIRTHDAY CAKES FOR DORCAS FOOD PANTRY  

 

• Cake mix (such as Duncan Hines Perfectly Moist)  

• Pillsbury Funfetti frosting with included sprinkles  

• Unsweetened applesauce in 4 oz. containers (lunchbox size 
applesauce replaces the need for oil)  

• Candles (16 count) 

 
We will also be collecting unwrapped toys at church through the month of November for The Christ-
mas Store. If you prefer, you may use The Christmas Store’s Amazon link with suggested gift ideas 
for different age groups. If you would like Amazon to ship them directly to their store, use this ad-
dress:  United Church, 820 East Williams Street, Apex, NC 27502. 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://dorcascary.org/donate-2/
https://dorcascary.org/donate-2/
mailto:lovetobake69@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/profile/amzn1.account.AFAPKSRVJZKC3CFZLVKL5LZDZKZA?preview=true&pldnSite=1
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Relationship Ministry 
 

We had a fabulous turnout on October 17 for the special worship service and box lunches from 
Panera.  Our meal was provided by The Calvin Institute Grant that Pastor Carla obtained for worship. 
 
It was so nice to be in fellowship with people face-to-face again. While Zoom has been my lifeline to 
members of the church, I for one really appreciated the opportunity to interact with so many.  
 
So, as the leaves gather all around, so shall we gather back in the sanctuary. And to help reduce the 
spread of COVID-19, individually wrapped snacks and beverages will be served outside after the ser-
vice so that we can spend time catching up and being together. 
 
The goal for Sunday fellowship will be to continue with individually 
wrapped snacks and beverages.  We hope to incorporate some fresh 
fruit and/or veggies as the budget allows. 
 
The large “spreads” that were being served (and enjoyed) before 
were taxing people financially and actually decreasing the interest of 
helping with fellowship. It is my hope that with the Relationship Min-
istry providing the food and drinks, we can get more people to sign 
up to prepare beverages and set out an assortment of wrapped 
snacks with zero out-of-pocket costs and only a small time commit-
ment. I am asking for a higher budget for the 2022 year to cover 
not only the usual kitchen paper goods, but the food cost as well.  
 
If you are interested in helping on a Sunday for fellowship, please call/text me at 417-321-3383 or 
email me at webersuz@gmail.com. 

By Suzie Weber 

 Ministry of Congregational Care    

 

MEET THE MEMBER:  

              NANCY AKLEY HENDERSON 
Editor’s Note: To build greater member connection in a 
time of virtual worship and fellowship, we are profiling 
some of our congregation’s longest-serving members so 
newer members can learn their stories, too.  
 
How did you come to Good Shepherd United Church of 
Christ?   

Nancy, who was born and raised in Vermont, grew up in a 
Congregational church, where her parents were active 
members.  
 
“My father was a deacon, and my mother was the organist,” 
she said. “We were there all the time.”  
 
Nancy remembers her father being sent to serve as a delegate 
when the Congregational denomination discussed merging with 
others to form what is now the United Church of Christ.  
 
“He went to a meeting in Pennsylvania, and he came home and said, ‘I don’t know, but I think this 
might just work,’” she said. “I’ve been UCC since the very beginning of the church.”  

By Karen Stinneford 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:webersuz@gmail.com
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Nancy had just moved in Cary in 1987 — “on the hottest day of the summer in a car with no air 
conditioning and a golden retriever, and it was just me and my dog sleeping on the wall-to-wall 
carpet for a week because my furniture hadn’t arrived yet” — when she met a neighbor named Ed 
bicycling past her house.  
 
Ed was the Rev. Ed Rawls, the founding pastor at Good Shepherd. He introduced himself, shared that 
he was starting a new UCC congregation in Cary, and invited Nancy to attend. She did and has been 
part of the congregation ever since.  
 
How did you come to live in our area?  

Living in Vermont, Nancy remained in an unhappy marriage until her two sons graduated from high 
school. Then she left both the marriage and Vermont behind, taking a job with the vet school at 
North Carolina State University.  
 
At the vet school, she managed pre-clinical drug trials, as well as supervised some 20 different 
graduate students who were conducting research for their dissertations. Nancy holds both bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in cell biology.   
 
Who is part of your family?  Tell us a little about them.  

When Nancy was 50, she married Bill Henderson, then 82 years old, whom she met at Good 
Shepherd.  
 
“Everyone who is old in the church will remember Bill,” she said, laughing. “We had a ball. He was a 
native North Carolinian, and everything I know about the state, he taught me. His kids were grown, 
and my kids were grown, and we just loved to travel around the state, antiquing and seeing sights. 
He was a good man.” 
 
Bill died just short of his 95th birthday and the couple’s 12th wedding anniversary.  
  
Nancy’s sons are Sean, who lived in Raleigh and died shortly before the pandemic, and Scott, who 
lives in Hawaii. Scott is married to Kerri, and the couple has two children, Thomas and Kristen.  
  
How do you like to spend your time?  

Retiring in 2005, Nancy is a dedicated volunteer with Dorcas Ministries, working dozens of hours each 
week.  
 
“They are such nice people, and they do great work within our community,” she said.  
 
Nancy is known for wearing colorful, fashionable outfits to worship — and then proudly announcing 
she bought the entire ensemble for a few dollars at Dorcas if anyone compliments her. “I haven’t 
bought anything new in a store in I don’t know how long,” she said.  
 
What were some of your hopes in joining our congregation? In what ways have you 
supported its ministries?  

When worship takes place in person, Nancy can be seen singing in church’s choir and praise team, 
and she has served on the congregation’s mission committee.  

 
“I’ve crawled under houses for Habitat, although I don’t do that anymore,” 
she said. Nancy lives with multiple sclerosis, and now must be careful when 
turning or moving in a way that affects her balance.  
 

Is there anything you would like to share?  

Nancy owns a cottage situated next to a lake in Vermont that’s been in her 
family for 75 years. For years, she traveled there during the summer to 
escape North Carolina’s oppressive heat, often taking with her members of 
the Good Shepherd congregation. If you’re interested, see Nancy.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Maeve Ann Watkins 
 
Welcome to Maeve Ann Watkins, who was born to Lisa Hartung and Brent Watkins on September 13, 
2021, at 7:30 p.m. She weighed 6 pounds, 14 ounces, and was 20.5” long.  
 
Lisa and Brent are grateful for the GSUCC community helping them welcome their new bundle of joy 
into the world!  They say Maeve is thriving and keeping her mommy and daddy very busy.  

 
Ethan Patrick Fiske 

 
Welcome to Ethan Patrick Fiske, who was born to 
Samantha and Chris Fiske on October 3, 2021. He 
weighed 8 pounds, 3 ounces, and was 20.5” long.  
 
Samantha began attending GSUCC in April 2020, when we 
were meeting via Zoom, so we also look forward to 
meeting her in person at church. 

Welcome to the Newest Additions at GSUCC!   
 

We are fortunate to have two additions to our GSUCC family in the past couple of months. We are 

happy for their parents and look forward to meeting them in person when it’s safe to do so.   

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Sarah Stoekel 

 
 
 
 
 
The Building and Grounds Ministry is currently in the process of 
renovating and updating the library, located in the Christian 
Education building. We have removed unused shelving (to be 
repurposed elsewhere), and we are in the process of repainting 
the room and installing a Smart TV/video display to make the 
room better able to host today's high-tech meetings. The TV was 
paid for by a grant and is being installed at least in part to attract 
short- or long-term rental clients. The room will be offline/
unusable for meetings while this work takes place, so please check 
with the church office or with a member of Buildings and Grounds 
before scheduling any use of this room. Work should be completed 
by the end of the year and hopefully somewhat sooner. 

By Dave Sniffin 

 
 
 
 

The GSUCC Tech Team is working to learn the sanctuary audio 
system after a long hiatus for all of us, and we are also in the 
process of evaluating some new equipment purchases to 
enhance our worship streaming capabilities (Zoom for now). If 
you are worshiping with us from home during this period of 
hybrid services, please forgive any technical glitches as we have 
had to make some compromises to accommodate both in-person 
and remote worship. Thanks in advance and stay tuned for an 
improved experience in 2022. 

 Ministry of Building and Grounds   

By Dave Sniffin 

 
   
 

 
Good Shepherd’s outdoor recreational spaces are in transition this 
fall, and the transformations are ongoing!  
 
On September 25 and October 1, we hosted mulching work sessions 
to move mulch up to our newly-cleared picnic area. With six picnic 
tables and plenty of space to spread out, it is now a wonderful 
gathering area for groups to meet outdoors. A huge thanks to all 
who helped us roll, scoop, drag 
and spread mulch to its new 
home, and to those who fed the 
hungry crews!  
 

Our playground space is also getting ready for the official install, 
which is expected for the month of November. Preparations have 
included resurfacing the deck, some soil grading, and moving the 
fence (with more fencing upgrades to come). We look forward to 
seeing the play equipment in person after so many months of 
planning! We appreciate the contributions of money, skill, and time 
that so many of you have provided to make this project possible. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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 Ministry of Mission and Outreach    

By Linda Velto  

ONE Wake is a grassroots, local coalition of faith communities and non-profits committed to working 
with political and business leaders to seek solutions for issues of concern for Wake County residents. 
Our current agenda items revolve around affordable housing. ONE Wake is calling on candidates for 
the Cary Town Council to react to our proposal for a "Penny for Housing" initiative. This initiative 
would prioritize a penny from the property tax rate to create an annual, local fund for affordable 
housing. "Penny for Housing" initiatives have been passed in every other major neighboring town 
and city, leading to the creation of hundreds of units of affordable housing across the Triangle. But 
not in Cary. 
  
Our community benefits from a range of housing—homes for teachers, health care workers, police of-
ficers, service sector employees, people living on disability income, and others who we know, care 
about, and depend upon.  Yet many of these people cannot afford to live here.  This hurts our com-
munity, e.g., congested roads and pollution, decreased socioeconomic and cultural diversity, and diffi-
culty in getting critical workers in place during, for instance, inclement weather. 
 
The Town has plans for creating and preserving affordable housing but has yet to invest a few local 
funds to help implement them. The need is even greater given the expected influx of highly paid 
workers from the Epic Games expansion and the new Apple campus, workers who will compete for a 
scarce number of affordable units, driving up the cost of housing in the process.  
 
 
We ask the Cary Town Council to prioritize the budget so that a penny of the town’s tax 
rate goes toward creating and preserving affordable housing. 
 
This “Penny for Housing” will be repaid many times over as it leverages private funds to build and 
preserve housing, adds property to the tax 
rolls, and increases the diversity of our commu-
nity.  Most important, it will help pay a social 
return by allowing more of our friends and col-
leagues to live with us in Cary. 
 
 
ONE Wake is holding a virtual public meet-
ing with candidates for the Cary Town 
Council on Thursday, November 11, at 
7:00 p.m.  
 
We will ask the candidates to publicly react to 
our interest on this issue. A large audience 
turnout will send the message to the candi-
dates that the community is hearing their 
thoughts on affordable housing and that they 
will be held accountable. The meeting will be 
held on Zoom and requires registration to re-
ceive the link for the meeting. Register here. 
You do not need to be a Cary resident to at-
tend. Our church is an important part of this 
community, so you have a legitimate stake in 
what goes on in Cary! 
  

ONE Wake Needs You on November 11 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://dorcascary.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=03ad4056cb2bbbca07c179853&id=1f8124dfe0&e=36ae3a84a9
https://www.onewake.org/carypennyaction
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Because of COVID-19, the Dorcas fundraiser moved from a large, in-person breakfast event to 
a month-long virtual event. The fundraiser, called A Season of Thanksgiving, will feature client 
testimonies each Wednesday and will run from November 1-30, 2021.  
 
Last year, Dorcas Ministries served over 34,000 people in Cary and Morrisville, assisting them with 
food, job readiness training, as well as financial help with rent, utilities, childcare, medical bills, 
tuition, and transportation expenses.  “We were inundated with requests for food, financial assistance 
and help finding jobs,” said Rose Cornelious, Development Director.  “Because of the pandemic, the 
federal government put an eviction moratorium in place that prevented landlords from evicting people 
who couldn’t pay rent. That moratorium has been lifted, so now many vulnerable people in our 
community need help paying their rent. Others need help finding jobs. We continue to break records 
for the amount of financial and food assistance we provide each month to people in our community.” 
 
As before, Pastor Carla is our virtual table captain. To attend the virtual fundraiser and join Carla’s 
table, you may make a donation online or mail in a check (memo: Thanksgiving + Gregg-Kearns) to 
Dorcas Ministries, 187 High House Road, Cary, NC 27511.   

By Kathy Boyer 

The Christmas Store              
We will be participating in The Christmas Store again this year. The 
Christmas Store is hosted each year by United Church (formerly New 
Horizons Fellowship) in Apex. 
 
Families are referred to the Christmas Store by Western Wake Crisis 
Ministry, Dorcas Ministries, the Fuquay-Varina Emergency Food Pantry, and 
the Holly Springs Food Cupboard. Throughout the year, these organizations 
work with people who are in crisis situations resulting from a lack of 
resources. They refer clients with children 14 years of age or younger to 

register for the Christmas Store. School counselors from local schools also refer families whom they 
know to be in need during the holiday season. 
 
We will be collecting unwrapped toys at church through the month of November. If you prefer, you 
may use The Christmas Store’s Amazon link with suggested gift ideas for different age groups. If you 
would like Amazon to ship them directly to their store, use this address:  United Church, 820 East 
Williams Street, Apex, NC 27502. 
 
The store will open to families the beginning of December, so we will only be collecting toys at church 
through November 28. 

By Kathy Boyer 

Service Beakers   
 

We were visited by a young man who is a part of Service Beakers, a group that 
is hoping to expand education by providing internet infrastructure and laptops 
to students in Honduras. We are not taking this on as a church, but if you have 
an interest or want to know more, you may check out this link. 

By Kathy Boyer 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://dorcasthanksgiving.causevox.com/carlagreggkearns
https://www.amazon.com/gp/profile/amzn1.account.AFAPKSRVJZKC3CFZLVKL5LZDZKZA?preview=true&pldnSite=1
https://www.servicebeakers.com/honduras/
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From mid-August to mid-October, Good Shepherd 
volunteers, as part of the Cary Coalition of Churches, 
completed the building of a home with Habitat for 
Humanity. The home, located on Trimble Avenue in 
Cary, was staged with furnishings and décor from 
Habitat ReStores and featured in the recent Triangle 
Parade of Homes. For a virtual tour of the completed 
home, click here. You’ll see that a Habitat home can 
be a beautiful home! 
 
The Cary Coalition will take on building one more 
home in the seven-lot development on Trimble 
Avenue. Saturday January 8, 2022, will be the first 
day of construction with a special ground-blessing 
service at 11:15 a.m. In addition to the first day, Good Shepherd is committed to sending volunteers 
to the worksite on January 29 and February 26. Anyone at least 16 years old and of any skill level is 

welcome to participate. Mark your calendars and sign up early at 
our dedicated sign-up link. Every swing of a hammer and swath of 
new paint embodies our love for God and for our neighbors. 

By Linda Velto 

 

 

 

 

Good Shepherd is going to have an entry in the Cary Christmas parade again this year! We will 
be decorating an entry in the parade, and young children or those who can’t walk will ride, and 
others will walk beside it. This is an excellent 
way for us to make our community aware that we 
welcome everyone, regardless of who they are or 
where they are on life’s journey. 
 
There are lots of ways you can help if you wish to 
be involved with this church-wide project: 
 
 Decorating the entry, loaning garlands or other 

decorations to be used 
 Participating in the parade: riding, 

walking beside our entry, carrying a 
banner or poster, handing out candy to 
spectators 

 Donating candy to be distributed to spectators, 
especially if you have any candy left over from 
trick or treat that doesn’t include a Halloween 
theme. 

 
Those interested in decorating and/or being in the parade should meet at a to-be-designated place in 
the parade line-up at 1 p.m., on Saturday, December 11. The parade will start at 2 p.m.  
 
If you are interested in helping with our entry or have suggestions about this fun activity, please 
contact Susie Oliver at  soliver@mindspring.com. 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.habitatwake.org/parade
http://vhub.at/carycoalition
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
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                           Garden Update 
Our lunchbox peppers continue to produce! In October, we harvested about 20 pounds of 
them for Dorcas Ministries Food Pantry. We hope our kale and collards will begin producing 
soon. We have given up on spinach, which did not come up after planting seeds three times! 
 
Anyone wishing to help by watering, harvesting, or maintaining the garden can get involved 
by emailing Susie Oliver at soliver@mindspring.com. 

By Susie Oliver 

Beehive Update 
We plan to have honeybees for our garden again next 
spring. Tom Anderson, who is a certified beekeeper and an 
entomologist, is willing to set up and maintain two beehives 
behind our garden, starting in late March or early April. 
Once the hives are set 
up, he will occasionally 
check the bees Sundays 
after worship. If anyone 
would like to shadow him 
and learn more about 
beekeeping, he will be a 
great teacher! 
 

Tom will be using some of Bill Cole’s equipment and supplies that 
Leslie donated to the church. She also donated Bill’s storage 
building. Chris and Nan Alberti and Sofia Sands disassembled, 
moved, reassembled, and repaired it recently. It now is in the 
woods behind the garden.  
 
We appreciate the efforts of all involved to make it possible to have 
bees on our property again, not only for the sake of pollinating our 
garden but also to do our little part to maintain and encourage 
honeybees and other pollinators in our community. 

Farm-to-Church Fall Crop  
 

Our fall farm-to-church CSA (Community 
Sponsored Agriculture) deliveries began on 
October 5 and will continue weekly until 
November 23. We have continued to get a nice 
assortment of fruits and vegetables, including bell 
peppers, tomatoes, squash, onions, sweet 
potatoes, white potatoes, kale, apples, pears, 
and grapes. Before the season ends, we expect 
to receive collards and cabbage.  We have 11 
participants this season.  There will not be a 
winter crop, giving our farmers time to rest and 
prepare for the spring.  
 
Pictured is Sofia Sands doing artwork on the patio 
while waiting for participants to pick up their 
produce.    

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
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Once again, our church has the opportunity to receive a $1,000 grant that we can use to enhance our 
church garden, and your participation is needed to make that happen! We need to have a minimum 

of 10 people from our church who each run, walk, paddle, swim, 
bike, or skate 100 miles outdoors in North Carolina in 2021. Miles 
completed any time in 2021 may be counted. If you are willing to 
participate and help our church earn $1,000, contact Susie 
Oliver at soliver@mindspring.com.  
 

Partners in Health and Wholeness, a program of the North Carolina 
Council of Churches, is encouraging churches to be involved to 
provide people of faith in NC with the tools to lead healthier and 
more fulfilling lives. We hope this opportunity will be beneficial to 
both our church and to us as individuals. 

1 Church/10 People/100 Miles/$1000 
By Susie Oliver 

Adopt A Spot 
 
 
For several years, GSUCC did litter sweeps along the Black Creek Greenway 
from the intersection of High House and Maynard to Castalia. After one of 
our members who led that effort moved out of state, we did not continue 
with the maintenance. Recently, the Town of Cary contacted us about 
renewing our commitment; and as a result, we are once again participants 
in the Town’s “Adopt A Spot” Program. Amy Murray and Beth Crews have 
volunteered to coordinate the quarterly litter sweeps.  
 
Our first litter sweep is tentatively planned for Saturday afternoon, 
November 13. We need several volunteers (age 12 or older) to help with 
this worthwhile project, which should take less than two hours. Look for 

details to come or contact Amy Murray at amyomurray@gmail.com if you are interested in 
participating. The Town provides all the supplies we need. Participants should wear brightly colored 
clothing, long pants, and closed-toed shoes, and bring a 
pair of work gloves if available.  
 
Our adopted spot has changed to be the Black Creek 
Greenway starting in front of Maynard Crossing 
Shopping Center, entering the wooded section of the 
greenway a couple of blocks down Maynard, and 
following it until it comes back out on Maynard Road 
close to James Jackson. The total distance is about a 
mile.  
 
In recognition for our keeping a section of the 
greenway clean, the Town erected a sign at the 
entrance to the greenway on the corner of Maynard and 
High House with our church’s name on it. This is great 
publicity for Good Shepherd, as well as acknowledging 
our commitment to Caring for Creation. We look 
forward to your support as we continue this endeavor 
on behalf of our church and the Town of Cary.  

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:soliver@mindspring.com
mailto:amyomurray@gmail.com
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By Amy Murray 

By Kathy Boyer 

 Other   

Additional information not associated with a particular stewardship is included on the following pages.  

Ministry Leaders and Contact Information 
 
 
The following list provides the name and email of the leaders for each of our ministry areas.  If you 
are not sure who to contact for a particular question, feel free to contact the church office at:  919-
481-1441, or email secretary@gsucc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Ministry Area Chair  Email Address 

Chair of Worship Adrian Dunston adrian@x-omega.com 

Chair of Congregational Care Tony Hoshaw ahoshaw@gmail.com 

Chair of Relationship Suzie Weber webersuz@gmail.com 

Co-Chairs of Faith Formation Dave & Elise Bielen 
dabielen@gmail.com 
elise.bielen@gmail.com 

Chair of Building & Grounds Dave Sniffin dsniffin@earthlink.net 

Chair of Mission & Outreach Kathy Boyer nckathyb@gmail.com 

This month in Council, we nominated Gordon Welles to be our lay ENCA (Eastern North 
Carolina Association) delegate to the Southern Conference 56th Annual Gathering on 
November 5 and 6. This will again be a virtual meeting.  All pastors in the Southern 
Conference are invited to attend, and we are also allowed to send a lay delegate.  If 
this is something that you think that you may like to attend in the future, let one of the 
council members or Pastor Carla know.   
 
We will also finalize our Bylaw revisions in the coming months to have them ready for a 
congregational vote early in the new year. 

Ministry of Congregational Care 

Ministry of Faith Formation 

Ministry of Mission and Outreach 

Ministry of Worship 

Ministry of Building and Grounds 

Ministry of Relationship 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:secretary@gsucc.org
mailto:dsniffin@earthlink.net
mailto:nckathyb@gmail.com
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Finances First                      By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided 
me. 

 
Gordon Welles 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 $216,294.76 12/1/2038 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of September 30, 2021** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $209,656.20 $215,999.25 -$6,343.05 -2.9% 

Total Expenses $200,623.00 $218,407.00 -$17,784.00 -8.1% 

Difference $9,033.20       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of September 30, 2021 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $162,412 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2020 $22,158 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $184,570 $191,051 -$6,481 -3.4% 

Loose $22,021 $18,135 $3,886 21.4% 

Total for 2021 $206,591 $209,186 -$2,595 -1.2% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Good Shepherd Activity Bulletin Board 

Fall Farm-to-Church CSA  

Crop deliveries-Tuesdays 

October 5-November 23 

Faith and…. 

Sunday morning 

9:15am at High House  

and on Zoom 

 
Escape Room Night 

Middle school and high school groups   

November 13 

Children’s Sunday 

School 

November 14 & 28 

10:30am—Outdoors 

The Christmas Store 

Toy collection deadline 

Sunday, November 28 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Minister: Linda Velto 
Director of Faith Formation: Lauren Lippincott 
Moderator: Todd Weber 
Secretary: Robin Miller 
Pianist: Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours (normal, but not during COVID
-19 restrictions) 
Senior Pastor: W 10:00 am — 2:00 pm 
Secretary: M, T, W 9:30 am — 12:30 pm 

 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

 

If you have a birthday in November and it 

is not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and 

let us know.  

Our November Birthdays 
 

2   Emily Gleason 

2   August Bielen  

4   Melody Kosowski  

8   Camden Lee 

9   Cindi Bristol-Kerr  

13 Bill Velto 

18 Barbara Bouvier  

26 Elia Perez 

27 Russ Oliver 

29 Sam Stinneford 

 

 

                     Stewardship  
Much of 2021 was a year of dedicating support to one another while adapting to the 
changes COVID-19 produced, both in the world and at GSUCC. With our continued 
commitment, we look to strengthen our connections with one another and the 
community. And through your stewardship pledges, we can invest in our staff, care for 
our space, share generously with the community, and nurture our children and youth.  
 
We know nothing can separate us from the love of God made known in Jesus Christ. 
Thus, we pray that you will join us and offer your continued commitment by 
clicking here to complete your pledge for 2022, or contact the office to receive a pledge 
form. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=32512904&msgid=241086&act=D04K&c=1575195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fform.jotform.com%2F212765484500051&cf=12348&v=c1b9f7393d5d7b121816455fe60bb2fe22cd0245e8dde723f232b3db297055ff

