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God has invited us. Loudly and clearly! Come! You are welcome here! You 
have a place here! You are the church! Together, we are the Church!   
 
When we come to follow in the way of Jesus, he 
asks us to bring all that we are. In bringing the 
gift of ourselves and our resources, we are 
shaped and can help shape our church, our 
community, our world. With this year’s theme, 
“We are the Church,” we kick off stewardship 
season during the month of October.  
 
Worship in October will encompass sermons 
about what ‘We are the Church” means to each 
of us. We also plan for participants to share 
their thoughts on what it means for each to be 
“I” in the Church at GSUCC. Together we will 
contemplate how individually we can offer sup-
port through prayer, word, deed, and gifts.  
 
Look for a letter, our mission spending plan, and 
upcoming activities via email in October. 
 
Our Dedication Sunday for 2023 pledges will be 
on November 6. During that time, we will reflect 
on God’s invitation to us to bring all that we are 
and all that we have when we become a follower 
of Christ so that 
God might con-
tinue to do re-
markable things 
through us.  Be-
cause together, 
“We are the 
Church.”  

By Stephanie Herold 
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By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

   

 

 

With the retreat at Trinity Center September 30-October 2, our “Living Waters” sabbatical will officially 
come to an end.  It has been a rich time for me, filled with family, friends, beautiful landscapes, and new 
opportunities.  The pilgrimage to Ireland and Scotland was especially meaningful to me and continues to 
bear many good fruits.    

One of the important ideas I treasure from the Celtic Christian tradition is “thresholds.”  As Jessica 
Brown writes,  

In the Celtic Christian tradition, there are prayers for literally crossing a threshold, but al-
so prayers for the metaphorical crossings in our lives: for dawn and dusk, for the start of a 
new task, for the beginning of a journey.  The threshold is a designated space or time to 
open to God.   

How we mark entry and exit is important.  Think about our worship.  We begin with ringing a bell and 
breathing in and out the love of God.  We exit worship with the song, “When You Walk from Here.”   
Maybe you have morning or bedtime rituals that help you welcome and say good-bye to the day.  As we 
enter back into ministry together, I honor this time as a sacred threshold of coming into something new.  
Our worship on September 4, my sabbatical presentation, and the retreat all helped us pay attention to 
this transition.  I offer this prayer as we continue in the Way of Christ together. 

The water has carried us to the other side, to a new place. 
Thank you God, most gracious. 
The raft has been well crafted and seaworthy. 
Thank you God, most steadfast. 
The companions have been good company. 
Thank you God, most merciful. 
The shore behind us is beautiful and hems us in. 
Thank you God, most wonderous. 
The journey in front of us holds hope and promise. 
Thank you God, most generous. 
Amen. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Worship Ministry   

 

 

 
 
On October 2, our clergy and many people from the congregation will be at the Trinity Center for our 
“Living Waters” weekend retreat.  There will be no worship or Sunday school (including Faith and . . . 
Sunday Study) at the church that morning.  
 
As Sunday, October 2, is World Communion Sunday, we invite you to join our good friends at Cary 
First Christian, 1109 Evans Road, at 10:30am, or Covenant Christian Disciples of Christ, 2911 SW 
Cary Parkway, at 9:00am (contemporary) and 11:00am (traditional) for worship.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Congregational Care Ministry 

     

 

 

After nine years of service at Good Shepherd, Robin Mil-
ler has left the role of church secretary. She has accept-
ed a full-time position with a pharmaceutical company, 
and her last day at Good Shepherd was September 20.  

In her resignation letter, Robin wrote, “This church has 
taken great care of me in my role as secretary and I will 
dearly miss working for such a compassionate communi-
ty. I am grateful for the time that I was able to serve 
here and be a part of this church.” While we will miss 
Robin’s presence and all she contributed to GSUCC, we 
wish the best for her and hope this transition will be re-
warding for her.   

Staff Relations has already met to assess the role of sec-
retary and the current needs of the church as we plan 
for a hiring process. If you have any questions, feed-
back, or assistance to offer, please contact Arianna Keil, 
chair of Staff Relations.   

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 

 

 

While the role of secretary is being assessed and until the position is 
filled, the church office will operate with interim staffing. You can still 
send emails to secretary@gsucc.org or call the church office at 919-481-
1441 and leave a voice mail for the secretary. In either case, someone 
will handle your request. 

Thanks to Suzie Weber and Kathy Boyer, who have agreed to handle the administrative office duties 
until the position is filled, with Suzie taking the lead and Kathy doing most of the word processing. 
There will not be regular church office hours, and Suzie and Kathy will not be volunteering on a set 
schedule. However, if you need to meet with someone at the office for administrative needs, you can 
email secretary@gsucc.org to request an appointment. Your patience is appreciated as we continue 
the interim operation of the church office during the next few months.  

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

   Newcomer Coffee 

If you are new to Good Shepherd, we invite you to coffee and 

light refreshments with Pastor Carla at 9:15am in the sanc-

tuary on October 16. It’s an informal time to learn about 

the church and its ministries.   

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:ajkeil2@outlook.com?subject=Church%20Secretary%20Position
mailto:secretary@gsucc.org
mailto:secretary@gsucc.org
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If you are a visitor at Good Shepherd and are interested in 
church membership, new member sessions will be offered 
on October 23 and 30 at 9:15am in the Education Building. 
One session focuses primarily on the UCC denomination, 
and the other pertains to the history and life of Good Shep-

herd. Please email Pastor Carla to let her know if you plan to attend. If you would like to join the 
church but cannot make it to the new member sessions, please let Pastor Carla know so that she can 
make other arrangements.  

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Relationship Ministry  

            Women’s Fellowship Ghoulish Pot Luck  
 

Come join us for a “Boooooo-t-ful” time of togetherness at our next 
Women’s Fellowship potluck dinner gathering. Bring your favorite 
“Ghoulish” dish to share with others and feel free to wear some fun 
Halloween garb. Beverages will be provided. 
 
A book exchange is planned for this evening. We will also be collect-
ing any non-perishable donations you can drop off that evening to 
support Dorcas Ministries Food Pantry. 
 
Thursday, October 20, 6:30pm 
GSUCC Sanctuary 

By Stephanie Herold 

 
The Men’s Fellowship will gather under the breezeway shelter at church 
on Tuesday, October 18, at 9:00am. Bring something to eat and drink 
and we can have breakfast together. We will not meet on the first 
Saturday of the month because many of us will be at the church retreat.  
 
Please consider bringing a donation for the Dorcas Ministries Food 
Pantry. Click this link listing items that are needed at this time. 

By Chris Alberti 

 

In October, the Book Club will be discussing Strangers in Their Own Land:  Anger and 
Mourning on the American Right by Arlie Russell Hochschild.  This National Book Award 
Finalist and New York Times bestseller became a guide and balm for a country strug-
gling to understand the election of Donald Trump. 

“Hochschild journeys into a far different world than her liberal academic enclave of 
Berkeley, into the heartland of the nation’s political right, in order to understand how 
the conservative white working class sees America. With compassion and empathy, 
she discovers the narrative that gives meaning and expression to their lives—and 
which explains their political convictions, along with much else. Anyone who wants to 
understand modern America should read this captivating book.” 
 
   —Robert B. Reich, chancellor’s professor of public policy, University of California, Berkeley 
 
We will meet Tuesday, October 25, at 7:00pm, on Zoom.  We'd love to have you join 
us!  Please contact Sue Rice for the Zoom meeting details. 

By Sue Rice 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:pastor@gsucc.org
mailto:pastor@gsucc.org
https://dorcascary.org/donate-2/
mailto:srice144@earthlink.net
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Faith Formation News 

Fall has begun, and with it, a new Faith Formation school year! We recently have started a new Sun-
day school year, and this year, we have three classes for our children and youth to participate in! The 
first and youngest age group is kindergarten through second grade, and the second class is third 
through fifth grade. These will meet every Sunday!  

Our oldest group for Sunday school will be a class for middle school students using a new curriculum 
we are trying out. It seeks to embrace the questions that many students have at this age and connect 
what we learn in our lectionary texts with what is happening in their everyday lives and in our world! 
The middle school class will meet on the first, second, and fourth Sundays of the month.  

On the third Sunday, middle school students will have the opportunity to help serve in worship! We 
have already enjoyed having students serve communion and as liturgists, as well running our audio 
and Zoom! If you have a student and they would be interested in helping serve in any capacity on the 
third Sunday, let us know, and we’d love to have them involved! If you don’t have a student, be sure 
to look out on third Sundays for all of the ways that our youth are involved in serving our church!  

If you would be interested in helping teach any age group in the month of October, please let me 
know, as we are still in need of Sunday School teachers! You can even sign up to volunteer to teach 
one time.  

The fall season also means the return of Campfire Church! This year, Campfire Church will take place 
on the second Sunday of every month, so for the month of October, Campfire Church will take place 
on October 9 from 4:00-5:00pm. During Campfire Church, we will have a short devotional time, do 
crafts, sing songs, and of course—have a campfire with s’mores! Be sure to be on the lookout for sign 
ups for these events to come soon! This is a wonderful opportunity to be together and spend time 
with our families, children, and youth. There are also many ways to be involved in helping with Camp-
fire Church—from working with crafts, building the campfire, and helping us with music! 

In addition to Campfire Church, we have lots of fun fall activities planned for our children and youth! 
First, on Saturday, October 22, we will be taking a trip to Page Farms for a day full of fall festivities! 
There will be a corn maze, games, a hayride, and we will have the opportunity to pick our own pump-
kins in their pumpkin patches. Families of all ages are invited to participate in this event! Additionally, 
we will have our second annual youth group Halloween movie night! Any student middle school or 
above is welcome to come join us for a night of movies, pizza, popcorn, and Halloween fun on Satur-
day, October 29, at 7:30pm! If the weather is nice, we are hoping to watch our movie outdoors! 

It has already been so wonderful seeing families and children back at church from the summer with 
the beginning of Sunday School, I am excited for all that is coming up this fall in Faith Formation!  

By Lauren Lippincott 

Faith Formation Ministry  

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Wednesday Morning Spirituality Group 

 

Our Wednesday Morning Spirituality Group has begun with a series on 
hope and resilience, to be followed by a series on compassionate lis-
tening, and then a series on money.  

We meet Wednesday mornings at 10:30, at High House. We encour-
age in-person attendance in order to experience the community and 
fellowship of being together. However, if you are out of town, not 
feeling well, or cannot attend in person for other reasons, the oppor-
tunity to join by Zoom will be available.   

All are welcome to join us for a time of prayer, study, and fellowship! 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 Mission and Outreach Ministry    

NEIGHBORS IN NEED SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING 
 

In 2022, the Neighbors in Need "BEHOLD!" offering will focus on economic 
 all of our households, the UCC wanted to provide a way to discuss this topic through a 

faith lens. 
 
One-third of the Neighbors In Need offering supports Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). 
Justice and Witness Ministries use two-thirds to provide grants to UCC churches and organizations 
and support various justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects. 
 
We typically take this offering around the time of World Communion Sunday, which is on 
this year.  Since our retreat conflicts with this date, we will be taking offerings for Neighbors in Need 
on October 9. 
 

 

 

 

By Kathy Boyer 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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ONE Wake Assembly 

       October 16 
 

Join us at 3:00pm on October 16 at Immaculate Conception Church in Durham for a strictly non-
partisan meeting with candidates for US Senate, Cheri Beasley and Ted Budd. This assembly will 
gather hundreds of delegates from the NC IAF networks (ONE Wake, Durham CAN, Justice United, 
Forsyth Multiracial project, and NC Congress of Latino Organizations) to speak with the candidates 
about our common agenda for change. This is an opportunity to demonstrate our collective power and 
highlight our nonpartisan statewide get-out-the-vote efforts. It will also be an opportunity for the 
candidates to introduce themselves and state where they stand on a wide range of issues, including 
immigration, access to healthcare, gun safety, education, and affordable housing. To register for the 
assembly, please visit the ONE Wake site. 
 
If you would like to carpool to the event, contact Pastor Linda.  

By Linda Velto 

By Linda Velto 

 

 

 

 

Election Day is Tuesday, November 8. Do what you need to so your vote can be informed and your voice 
can be counted! 
 
Sample Ballot: The contests on your ballot will include everything from county school board to US Sen-
ate. Fill out the information here to get your sample ballot. With this information you can seek out voter 
guides to learn more about the candidates. 
 
Voter Registration: If you plan to vote in person on Election Day, you must be registered by October 
14. That deadline also applies to changes of address or party affiliation. Find registration details here. 
Same-day voter registration is allowed at early voting sites.  
 
Same-day Voting: Early voting begins October 20 and ends on November 5. You can find locations of 
polling places and voting times here.  
 
Vote by Mail (Absentee Ballot): Anyone can vote by mail without need to give a reason. Whether you 
will be out of town on Election Day or you simply prefer not to go out, you can request an absentee bal-
lot. The deadline to request a mail-in ballot is November 1. You can find the request form online here. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.onewake.org/senate_candidate_assembly_10_16_22
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
https://vt.ncsbe.gov/RegLkup/
https://www.ncsbe.gov/registering/how-register
https://www.ncsbe.gov/voting/vote-early-person
https://www.ncsbe.gov/voting/vote-mail
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We are still taking a few 
peppers to Dorcas Ministries 
Food Pantry, but otherwise, 
our summer garden is 
history. Several of those who 
worked in the garden this 
year met in September for a 
feedback lunch and to discuss 
plans for 2023.   
 

Nine of our eleven wooden raised beds were constructed from untreated lumber to avoid chemicals 
being absorbed in the soil and have been used for four years. They are close to the end of their life. If 
we can receive grant money to help with the cost, plans are for the garden to be redesigned in the 
winter of 2023. We hope to remove the deteriorated beds, level the ground, and add galvanized 
metal raised beds that will hold moisture better and last over ten years. Plans are also in the works 
for a large rainwater storage tank with a pump and filter to make our watering process more efficient 
and economical.  
 
Anyone interested in planning or maintaining the garden can contact Janice Meyers or Susie Oliver. 
There are many ways to help regardless of skill level, providing an opportunity to learn more about 
gardening and helping support our ministry of providing fresh vegetables to the Dorcas Ministries 
Food Pantry. We also need volunteers to help with managing our compost bins.   
 

Thanks to Tom Anderson, who installed two beehives behind the 
church garden and who has hives at his home, we now have 20 ten-
ounce jars of local wildflower honey to give to our first-time visitors. 
We appreciate the work Tom and others have done to install and 
maintain our beehives. Unfortunately, one of them succumbed to 
mites recently, but the other one is still active. 

Garden Update 

By Susie Oliver 

Something Sweet from the Good Shepherd Bees 

1 Church/10 People/100 Miles/$1,000 
 
 

Once again, our church has the opportunity to receive a $1,000 grant that 
we can use to enhance our church garden, and your participation is needed 
to make that happen! We need to have a minimum of 10 people from our 
church who each run, walk, paddle, swim, bike or skate 100 miles outdoors 
in North Carolina in 2022. Miles completed any time in 2022 may be count-
ed. If you are willing to participate and help our church earn $1,000, con-
tact Susie Oliver. 
 
Partners in Health and Wholeness, a program of the North Carolina Council 
of Churches, is encouraging churches to be involved to provide people of 
faith in NC with the tools to lead healthier and more fulfilling lives. We 
hope this opportunity will be beneficial to our church and to us as individuals. 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:janice@jhmedu.com
mailto:susiemoliver@gmail.com
mailto:susiemoliver@gmail.com
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By Kathy Boyer  

Other   

Additional information not associated with a particular stewardship is included on the following pages.  

Ministry Leaders and Contact Information 
 

The following list provides the name and email of the leaders for each of our ministry areas.  If you 
are not sure who to contact for a particular question, feel free to contact the church office at: 919-
481-1441, or email secretary@gsucc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Ministry Area Chair  Email Address 

Chair of Worship Adrian Dunston adrian@x-omega.com 

Chair of Congregational Care Diane McPherson deemcph42@hotmail.com 

Chair of Relationship Suzie Weber webersuz@gmail.com 

Chair of Faith Formation Annie Buchanan amb0803@gmail.com 

Chair of Building & Grounds Dave Yuska dyuska@gmail.com 

Chair of Mission & Outreach Linda Lahre llaman@aol.com 

Ministry of Congregational Care 

Ministry of Faith Formation 

Ministry of Mission and Outreach 

Ministry of Worship 

Ministry of Building and Grounds 

Ministry of Relationship 

This month we talked about how our stewardship campaign will roll out, encompassing this year’s Vi-
tality Goals that will be discussed in several small group gatherings.  
 
We also discussed the additional job duties of the new administrative assistant position that should be 
filled in the coming month or so. We will miss Robin, but appreciate that she gave us ideas of how her 
position can be expanded. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:secretary@gsucc.org
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Finances First                      By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided 
me. 

 
Gordon Welles 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 208,238.83 12/1/2038 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of August 31, 2022** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $178,379.02 $196,638.67 -$18,259.65 -9.3% 

Total Expenses $184,749.90 $197,000.00 -$12,250.10 -6.2% 

Difference -$6,370.88       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of August 31, 2022 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $157,508 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2021 $6,500 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $164,008 $171,359 -$7,351 -4.3% 

Loose $13,525 $19,240 $5,715 -29.7% 

Total for 2022 $177,533 $190,599 _-$13,066 -6.9% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Good Shepherd Activity Bulletin Board 

Newcomer Coffee 

Sunday, October 16 

9:15am 

Sanctuary 

Page Farms 
for children & youth 
Saturday, October 22 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

 
Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Linda Velto 
Director of Faith Formation: Lauren Lippincott 
Moderator: Todd Weber 
Secretary: Interim Volunteers 
Pianist: Rev. Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours  
Interim Volunteers: By appointment only   
 

Our October Birthdays 
 

1   Debbie Jaluvka 

3   Chris Alberti 

3   Carolyn Lundin 

3   Elise Bielen 

3   Ethan Fiske 

5   Charlie Blount 

6   Sonja Bedi  

6   Bensley Buchanan 

7   Karen Getz 

7   Amy Bell 

10 David Prodehl  

14 Zoe Fitzpartick 

15 Susie Oliver  

17 Charlotte Speltz 

18 Elise Prodehl 

19 Andrea Bedi 

27 Hannah Mei 

27 Sofia Sands 

29 Alexis Rice 

30 John Speltz 

If you have a birthday in October and it is 

not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and let 

us know.  

ENCA Meeting 
 
The Eastern North Carolina Association (ENCA) of 
the Southern Conference of the United Church of 
Christ extends an invitation to its annual meeting.  
 

Saturday, October 8, 2022 
9:00am - 2:00pm 
Umstead Park United Church of Christ 
8208 Brownleigh Drive 
Raleigh, NC  27617 

 
The ENCA is the group of local UCC congregations 
who come together for a time of worship, educa-
tion, fellowship, and business.  All are welcome to 
join us! 
 
Registration is open using the following link. 
 
The cost is $25, which includes lunch. Please 
complete registration by September 30. Vegetari-
an and standard diet options will be available. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/enca-annual-meetingtickets-411250580557

