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By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Faces from around the world, faces of 
the past, faces in the mirror—they all 
offer us a portrait of Christmas.  We 
invite you to join us in this season of 
Advent as we prepare for the birth of 
the Christ child anew in our world.  
Where might we encounter the face 
of God? 
 

November 26 Hanging of the Greens 
                  Decorate the sanctuary for Advent and Christmas 
 

November 27 First Sunday of Advent: Faces of the Past 
  10:30am   Worship (Please bring a picture of a Christmas past) 
 

December 4     Second Sunday of Advent: Faces of the Present 
  10:30am   Worship with Communion 
  7:00pm     Celtic Psalm Advent Service 
 

December 11 Third Sunday of Advent: Faces of the Future 
  10:30am   Worship  
  4:00pm     Campfire Church Christmas Party 
 

December 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent: Faces in the Mirror 
  10:30am   Worship with Communion 
                        Children’s Pageant and Choir Cantata 

 

December 24 Christmas Eve: The Face of Christ Shines Tonight 
  4:30pm     Worship 
  7:30pm     Worship 
 

December 25   Christmas Day: Faces of the Angels 
  10:30am   Worship in PJ’s 

Worship Ministry   

Faith Formation 

Church Workday P. 4 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Carla Gregg-Kearns Advent, from the Latin verb advenio meaning to arrive, begins November 27 and lasts until Christmas.  
Advent is the liturgical/church season that marks a new year on the Christian calendar.  A time of ex-
pectation and reflection marked by the color purple, we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus and 
contemplate how to welcome the Christ child once more.  
 
In the month of December there is so much we could do, so many things and people who could fill up 
our time.  But we get to decide what to say yes to and what to say no to.  Say yes to that which 
brings you into an awareness of God and feel free to say no to that which drains you. 
   
This year in worship we will experience Advent through the theme “The Faces of Christmas” as we pay 
attention to the stories of Biblical characters, our neighbors, and ourselves.  With candles, purple 
cloths, songs of anticipation, and the words of scripture, may we see the face of Christ anew this 
Christmas. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

     

 

As a part of the Congregational Care Ministry of Good Shepherd UCC, the Cards and Prayers Group 
meets the first Tuesday of each month (in-person and by Zoom) to pray for and write cards to mem-
bers and friends of Good Shepherd. Tony Hoshaw is the group’s facilitator. You are invited to become 
a member of the group or, if you cannot join us, the group appreciates donations of cards, especially 
blank “thinking of you” type cards. You may give the cards to Tony or place them near the mailboxes 
located in the education building across from the sanctuary.   
 
The Cards and Prayers Group writes cards to people for a number of reasons. Sometimes we write 
cards to reconnect with someone, sometimes to let someone know we are praying for and thinking of 
them in a difficult time, and sometimes to celebrate with someone. Each 
month the group meets to compile a list of persons to whom they will 
send cards that month. Other names are added during the month as sit-
uations arise. The group also prays for those who have requested pray-
ers in the church bulletin.  
 
During the month, any special prayer requests may be submitted here 
or may be communicated to the group through Pastor Carla Gregg-
Kearns or Associate Pastor Linda Velto. With your permission, prayer re-
quests will be forwarded to Tony. Members of the Cards and Prayers 
Group always keep prayer requests confidential.  
 
If you would like to join the group, either in-person or by Zoom, please 
contact Tony for more information.  

Congregational Care Ministry 

By Tony Hoshaw 

        Newcomer Coffee 

If you are new to Good Shepherd, we invite you to coffee and 

light refreshments with Pastor Carla at 9:15am in the sanctuary 

on November 20. It’s an informal time to learn about the 

church and its ministries.   

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=32513017&msgid=250954&act=3URO&c=1575195&pid=648597&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fairtable.com%2Fshrf2cBnB7rrGFx3Q&cf=12348&v=1ce7d22b057fe1309479891fbf396c8314e79e2c4b8c55637df7c08ca4dd019b
mailto:ahoshaw@gmail.com
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By Stephanie Herold 

Relationship Ministry  

 

 

 

 

 
There are no scheduled Women’s Fellowship lunches or dinners planned for November. 
 
SAVE THE DATE! 
 
Women’s Fellowship Annual Christmas Party 
 
Saturday, December 17, 1 pm - 4 pm 
GSUCC Sanctuary (or outside, weather permitting) 
 
We will enjoy the following: 

• cookie exchange 

• white elephant gift swap 

• games 

• ugly Xmas sweater pageant 

• fun fellowship time! 
 
More info to follow in future notices. 

By Stephanie Herold 

 
The Men’s Fellowship will gather at the breezeway shelter at church, 
or in the kitchen if it is too cold, on Saturday, November 5, at 9:00 
am. Bring something to eat and drink and we can have breakfast 
together.  
 
On Tuesday, November 15, at 9:00 am, we will meet at Brigs at 
Maynard Crossing, 1225 NW Maynard Road, Cary, for breakfast. 

 
Please consider bringing a donation for the Dorcas Ministries Foodbank. Here is the link listing items 
that are needed at this time. 

By Chris Alberti 

 

 

 

 

In November, the Book Club will be discussing The Island of Sea Women by 
Lisa See. For centuries on the Korean island of Jeju, Haenyeo women were 
trained to expand their lungs and go diving on the ocean floor to harvest sea-
food.  Mi-ja and Young-sook are best friends and Haenyeo divers who are set 
to follow in their mothers' footsteps. But as they come of age during a tumul-
tuous period in Korea's history, certain deep-rooted differences may tear 
them apart.  Exposing the depths of human cruelty and resilience, See's lush 
tale is a wonderful ode to a truly singular group of women. 
  
All are welcome. We will meet Tuesday, November 22, at 7:00 pm, on Zoom. 
Contact Sue Rice for Zoom meeting details. 

By Sue Rice 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://dorcascary.org/donate-2/
mailto:srice144@earthlink.net
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Well, October was a busy month with events . . . we had a mini-retreat 
event on October 2 in the sanctuary (thanks to Hurricane Ian), the 
Women’s Fellowship Goulish Potluck, and a Fifth Sunday Potluck! 
 
November will be no less active! On November 13, following the “Racist 
Roots” documentary and discussion, we will be serving a catered meal 
for those in attendance. Be sure to sign up by November 4, if you plan 
on attending! November 19 will be a free lunch for those participating 
in the “All Church Work Day.” 
 
We have so many ways to stay connected with one another through 
our church.  It doesn’t happen without help from everyone! Sunday fel-
lowship is in need of volunteers to host after worship. Some have told 
me that they are intimidated by what is involved, so I will give you a 
run down here. 
 
• First, you need to arrive to church around 10:00 to get the coffee 

pot(s) going, to get hot water ready for tea, hot cocoa packets, and 
hot cider, and to get cold water ready in pitchers. 

 
• Second, set out the baskets of snacks that are in the pantry along 

with anything someone may bring in on Sunday. 
 
• Third, clean up afterwards and take out the trash (usually around 

12:00).  
 
If you feel that you could help one Sunday a month, please sign up in 
the kitchen.  
 
Any questions can be directed to Suzie Weber.  
 
Thank you, and I look forward to seeing many of you at our November events! 

By Suzie Weber 

Buildings & Grounds Ministry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mark your calendar for our all-church workday to be held on Saturday, November 19, from 9 
am until mid-afternoon. We will have several different projects for people of all skill levels. No experi-
ence is required. Lunch will be served. So, bring your work gloves and help us get the building and 
grounds ready for the holiday season. 

By Dave Yuska 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:webersuz@gmail.com
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            Faith Formation News 

November feels a bit like the calm before the storm, as we quickly begin approaching the Advent sea-
son at the end of the month! But even in this time before Advent, there is still much fun to be had! 
First, Campfire Church this month will be on November 13, and it will be held in conjunction with the 
Racist Roots documentary viewing and dinner hosted at GSUCC with Covenant Christian and Cary 
First Christian. This means that Campfire Church will go from 4:00 - 5:30pm, and 
then all are invited to stay and join us for dinner at 5:30! For Campfire Church 
this month, our theme will be climate justice, and we will be talking about all of 
the ways we can take care of our fellow creation! The kids will be able to hear 
about the CSA program and take a tour of the garden. We will also be taking part 
in a UCC-wide Climate Hope art project, where our children will be able to draw 
or create art on cards about ways that we can protect the Earth, and pictures of 
them can be submitted to be displayed churchwide with all of the other children’s 
art! And of course, as always, there will be s’mores and a campfire! Look out for 
a link to sign up to register your kids or volunteer in the Tuesday email.  

 
Then, it’s hard to believe, but November 27 will begin our first Sunday of Advent! As 
part of our tradition, on the Saturday before (26th), we will be decorating the sanctu-
ary for Advent! If you or your kids are interested in helping, please let us know—the 
more, the merrier! Additionally, as an important part of our tradition of preparing our 
church for the season, our children are invited to help us decorate the sanctuary by 
hanging Christmas ornaments on our tree on the first Sunday of Advent, so be sure to 
bring your kids for this fun Advent tradition!  
 

Finally, I wanted to give you all a heads up about another amazing tradition that will take place on 
December 18 (the fourth Sunday of Advent)—the Christmas pageant! Every year, we hold a Christ-
mas play that is masterfully written by Miriam Perez following our theme for Advent; and this year, 
our theme is “The Faces of Christmas.” All children are invited to participate in the pageant. There are 
speaking roles (memorized and read), as well as non-speaking roles so that everyone can participate 
as they’re comfortable! If your kids are interested in taking 
part in this, please email me and I will get you in touch 
with Miriam! This pageant is done in conjunction with the 
choir’s Cantata, so this is a day you do not want to miss! 
There will be one practice for the pageant on December 
17, where we will run through everything together.  
 
Lastly, I wanted to announce one change we are making to Sunday school. Instead of having three 
classes (for K-2nd grade, 3rd-5th, and 6th-8th), we will now be having two classes—one for the ele-
mentary school (K-5th) and then one for the middle school (6th-8th grade). This will help with our 
class sizes, as well as help our amazing Sunday school teachers. Childcare will still be available every 
week!  
 
I’m so looking forward to all that is coming up with our children and youth, and I am so thankful for 
the ways that they enrich our whole church body!  

By Lauren Lippincott 

Faith Formation Ministry  

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:laurenlippincott.gsucc@gmail.com
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Wednesday Morning  Spirituality Group 

 

 

Our Wednesday morning spirituality group is meeting at 10:30 am at High 
House. We are doing a series on money called "A Biblical Vision of Sabbath 
Economics."  

All are welcome to join us for a time of prayer, study, and fellowship! We en-
courage folks to come in person, but we also have a virtual option available. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 Mission and Outreach Ministry    

 

 

 

 
Election Day is almost here! Voting is an important way to live out our faith, loving our neighbors as 
ourselves with votes for candidates who support policies of equity, justice, and compassion for the 
entire community. 
 
Early voting ends Saturday, November 5. If you still need to register to vote or make a change to 
your registration, you can do that in person during early voting. You may vote at any early voting site 
in your county of registration. Click here to find voting locations and times. 
 
The deadline to request a mail-in ballot has passed. Mail-in ballots must be postmarked by Election 
Day, November 8, to be accepted. If you requested and received a mail-in ballot, you may still choose 
to vote in person. Simply destroy your mail-in ballot. 
 
Election Day voting on November 8 will be at your assigned polling place. The address is on your vot-
er ID card. Same-day registration is NOT available on Election Day, so be sure your registration is up 
to date if you plan to vote on Election Day. 
 
To prepare for voting, check out your sample ballot through the Voter Search tool on the NC State 
Board of Elections website. You can learn more about the candidates on your ballot, thoughtfully and 
prayerfully considering their platforms, through non-partisan voter guides, including these: 
 
Vote411 (Enter your address and click submit.) 
NCVoter (Specific to Wake County) 
NCVoter (Guides for other counties) 
 
News & Observer (Scroll down the page to find links for each candidate.) 
 
This election will impact major issues such as public schools, gun safety, immigration, housing, abor-
tion laws, and much more. Your voice and your vote matter!   

By Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://vt.ncsbe.gov/ossite/
https://vt.ncsbe.gov/RegLkup/
https://vt.ncsbe.gov/RegLkup/
https://www.vote411.org/
https://www.ncvoter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/2022General_VoterGuide_Wake_09.22.22.pdf
https://www.ncvoter.org/voter-guides/
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/election/voter-guide
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The only things left in the garden now are a few peppers and 
tomatoes, as well as some marigolds—along with Miss 
Flowers, our scarecrow. We took peppers and tomatoes to 
Dorcas Ministries Food Pantry every week in October, and we 
may have a few more to take in November. 
  

We were pleased to receive the NC Council of Churches 2022 Partners in Health 
and Wholeness $1,000 Mini-Grant in October. Janice Meyers wrote the grant to 
help with redesigning our garden this winter, which will enable us to grow more 
vegetables to donate to the Dorcas Food Pantry. Sharing the message of health 
as a faith issue is one of the focus areas for the grant as we help Food Pantry 
clients eat healthy! 

We hope to receive another $1,000 from the NC Council of Churches in 
the 1 Church/10 People/100 Miles/$1,000 grant. We need to have a minimum of 
10 people from our church who will each run, walk, paddle, swim, bike, or skate 
100 miles outdoors in NC in 2022. Miles completed any time in 2022 may be 
counted.  If you are willing to participate to help us receive this $1,000, please 
contact Susie Oliver if you have not already done so. 

Garden Update 
By Susie Oliver 

By Linda Velto 

 

 

 
 

Good Shepherd will host a screening of the powerful film, "Racist Roots," on Sunday, November 13, 
at 4:00 pm in the sanctuary. Cary First Christian Church and Covenant Christian Church will join us 
for this event. A project of the Center for Death Penalty Litigation (CDPL), the 25-minute film traces 
the history of the death penalty in North Carolina and its entanglement with slavery, lynching, and 
racism. It also encourages people to join the movement to transform our justice system. 
 
Following the film, we will hear from Noel Nickle of the North Carolina Coalition for Alternatives to the 
Death Penalty and Andre Smith. Noel is the executive director of NCCADP and has worked on capital 
cases and death penalty abolition for decades. Andre's son Daniel was murdered in Raleigh in 2007, 
and Andre volunteers teaching anger management and Buddhist mediation to incarcerated people. 
There will be plenty of time for discussion and Q&A. 
 
After the conversation wraps up about 5:30, we will continue with dinner, fellowship, and further dis-
cussion in small groups around the table.  
 
Parents, please note that Campfire Church will take place concurrently with the film and discussion. 
The kids will be done in time to join you in the sanctuary for dinner. 
 
This event is free but we ask you to sign up so we have a head count for dinner. Register online here 
or in the church narthex by November 4. If you miss the deadline, but would still like to come, email 
Pastor Linda.  
 
To see a trailer of the film or to learn more about the organizations CDPL 
and NCCADP, visit the following websites: 
 
Racist Roots  
The Center for Death Penalty Litigation   
NC Coalition for Alternatives to the Death Penalty  

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:susiemoliver@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/S1cL629HpYRXi4e67
mailto:lindavelto@gmail.com
https://racistroots.org/film/
https://www.cdpl.org/
https://nccadp.org/
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           Toys For The Christmas Store 

 
 
Please join us in collecting new, unwrapped toys for The Christmas Store now through November 27! 
 
The Christmas Store has been collecting and providing toys to children in our area (Apex, Holly 
Springs, Cary, Morrisville, New Hill, Willow Spring, and Fuquay Varina) for more than 20 years, and 
serves approximately 1000-1500 children each year. To participate, parents register their families for 
an appointment to "shop" at the Christmas Store. At their appointment, parents are provided with 
free childcare while they walk through the store 
and select two-three gifts for each of their chil-
dren. Once they have made their selections, their 
gifts are wrapped and loaded into their car. 
 
We will have a bin in the narthex to collect new, 
unwrapped toys for ages 0-14. If you’d prefer, you 
can also donate toys through their Amazon page, 
linked here. The Christmas Store event is Decem-
ber 9 and 10 at United Church in Apex. Feel free 
to stop by or volunteer during the event to get to 
know your neighbors, witness how our donations 
bless families, and get in the holiday spirit. More 
information about The Christmas Store can be 
found here. 

By Liz Aimone 

 

 

 

Good Shepherd is going to have an entry in the Cary Christmas parade again this year! We will 
be decorating Dave and Kate Yuska’s truck, and young children or those who can’t walk will 
ride, and others will walk beside it. This is an excellent way for us to make our community aware 
that we welcome everyone, regardless of who they are or where they are on life’s journey. 
 
There are lots of ways you can help if you wish 
to be involved with this church-wide project: 
 
 Donating candy to be distributed to specta-

tors, especially if you have any candy left 
over from trick or treat that doesn’t include 
a Halloween theme 

 Decorating the entry, loaning garlands or 
other decorations to be used 

 Participating in the parade: riding, 
walking beside our entry, carrying a 
banner or poster, and handing out 
candy to spectators. 

 
Those interested in decorating and/or being in the parade should meet for the parade line-up at 1 
pm, on Saturday, December 10. The parade will start at 2 pm.  
 
If you are interested in helping with our entry or have suggestions about this fun activity, please con-
tact Susie Oliver or Lindsey Gregg-Kearns. 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/profile/amzn1.account.AFAPKSRVJZKC3CFZLVKL5LZDZKZA?preview=true&pldnSite=1
https://www.facebook.com/TheChristmasStore/
mailto:susiemoliver@gmail.com
mailto:lindseykearns@yahoo.com
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By Kathy Boyer  

Other   

Additional information not associated with a particular stewardship is included on the following pages.  

Ministry Leaders and Contact Information 
 

The following list provides the name and email of the leaders for each of our ministry areas.  If you 
are not sure who to contact for a particular question, feel free to contact the church office at: 919-
481-1441, or email secretary@gsucc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Ministry Area Chair  Email Address 

Chair of Worship Adrian Dunston adrian@x-omega.com 

Chair of Congregational Care Diane McPherson deemcph42@hotmail.com 

Chair of Relationship Suzie Weber webersuz@gmail.com 

Chair of Faith Formation Annie Buchanan amb0803@gmail.com 

Chair of Building & Grounds Dave Yuska dyuska@gmail.com 

Chair of Mission & Outreach Linda Lahre llaman@aol.com 

Ministry of Congregational Care 

Ministry of Faith Formation 

Ministry of Mission and Outreach 

Ministry of Worship 

Ministry of Building and Grounds 

Ministry of Relationship 

In Council this past month, we discussed updating and reenacting our safety and security protocols 
during worship and Sunday school.  This could involve a health emergency, weather situation, or an 
active security risk. We had just put these into place before COVID hit, and we need to reinstate them 
now that we are back in our buildings. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:secretary@gsucc.org
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Finances First                      By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided 
me. 

 
Gordon Welles 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 207,506.24 12/1/2038 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of September 30, 2022** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $193,396.21 $221,218.50 -$27,822.29 -12.6% 

Total Expenses $208,892.86 $221,628.00 -$12,735.14 -5,7% 

Difference -$15,496.65       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of September 30, 2022 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $169,420 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2021 $6,500 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $175,920 $192,779 -$16,859 -8.7% 

Loose $16,417 $21,645 $5,228 -24.2% 

Total for 2022 $192,337 $214,424 _-$22,087 -10.3% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Good Shepherd Activity Bulletin Board 

Men’s Fellowship 

9:00am  

Saturday, November 5 

GSUCC Breezeway 

Tuesday, November 15 

Brigs at Maynard Crossing 

All-Church Workday 
9am - midafternoon 

Saturday, November 19 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

 
Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Linda Velto 
Director of Faith Formation: Lauren Lippincott 
Moderator: Todd Weber 
Administrative Assistant: Caitlin Yen 
Pianist: Rev. Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours  
By appointment   
 

Our November Birthdays 
 

2   Emily Gleason 

2   August Bielen 

4   Melody Kosowski 

8   Camden Lee 

9   Cindi Bristol-Kerr 

13  Bill Velto 

15  Jennifer Durbin Tuffy 

18  Barbara Bouvier 

19  Liz Aimone 

26  Elia Perez 

27  Russ Oliver  

29  Sam Stinneford  

If you have a birthday in November and it is 

not listed, please call (919) 481-1441 and let 

us know.  

New Administrative Assistant 
                   Starts November 1 

 
The Staff Relations Committee is pleased to share with you that out of dozens of qualified applicants, 
we have selected Caitlin Yen to be the new administrative assistant at Good Shepherd.  Caitlin comes 
to us with a degree in business administration, a strong set of skills, and great enthusiasm for the 
job.  She will begin on November 1, and she will spend her first few weeks in training.  
 
Caitlin will typically be in the office Tuesday and Thursday and will work from home Monday and 
Wednesday. Feel free to send her a note of welcome!  

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

We will host an open house at High House on 
Wednesday, November 16, from noon to 2 pm 
for you to get to know Caitlin. 
 

Welcome Caitlin! 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

