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Faces from around the world, faces 
of the past, faces in the mirror—they 
all offer us a portrait of Christmas.  
We invite you to join us in this 
season of Advent as we prepare for 
the birth of the Christ child anew in 
our world.  Where might we encounter 
the face of God? 

 
 

December 4     Second Sunday of Advent: Faces of the Present 
  10:30am   Worship with Communion 
  7:00pm     Celtic Psalm Advent Service—a candlelight service of  
      quiet, prayer, scripture and Psalms set to Celtic tunes 
 

December 11 Third Sunday of Advent: Faces of the Future 
  10:30am   Worship  
  4:00pm     Campfire Church Christmas Party 
 

December 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent: Faces in the Mirror 
  10:30am   Worship with Communion 
                        Children’s Pageant and Choir Cantata 

 

December 24 Christmas Eve: The Face of Christ Shines Tonight 
  4:30pm     Worship 
  7:30pm     Worship 
 

December 25   Christmas Day: Faces of the Angels 
  10:30am   Worship in PJ’s with cocoa bar 

Worship Ministry  

Faith Formation 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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The new year is beginning, which is a perfect time to jump into new activities. Do you like to sing, 
even if only in the shower? Could you use a mid-week, low-stress activity to interrupt the pressures of 
life? Would you like to be part of a group that laughs together and enjoys each other's company? The 
Good Shepherd Choir may be the place for you!  

You don't read music, or you haven't sung since high school? No problem! The choir is open to people 
of all abilities and levels of experience. We rehearse most Wednesday evenings from 7:30-8:30pm 
and sing in service approximately twice a month. No audition required.  

Talk to Carla Gleason or Pastor Linda for more information. 

By Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

The Pastor’s Corner 
By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

Relationship Ministry 

Advent, from the Latin verb advenio meaning to arrive, began November 27 and lasts until 

Christmas.  Advent is the liturgical/church season that marks a new year on the Christian calendar.  

A time of expectation and reflection marked by the color purple, we prepare to celebrate the birth of 

Jesus and contemplate how to welcome the Christ child once more.  

In the month of December there is so much we could do, so many things and people who could fill up 

our time.  But we get to decide what to say yes to and what to say no to.  Say yes to that which 

brings you into an awareness of God and feel free to say no to that which drains you.   

This year in worship, we will experience Advent through the theme “The Faces of Christmas” as we 

pay attention to the stories of Biblical characters, our neighbors, and ourselves.  With candles, purple 

cloths, songs of anticipation, and the words of scripture, may we see the face of Christ anew this 

Christmas. 

All-Church Retreat, February 3-5 
 

The all-church retreat that was rescheduled from the fall, will now be February 3-5, at Trinity 

Center in Pine Knoll Shores. Because of the shift in dates, we have a number of open rooms. If 

you couldn't come this fall, but can make it in February, we would love to have you. Detailed infor-

mation and registration can be found HERE. 

Because of the grant from the Lilly Foundation, all children are free and scholarships are available for 

adults, so just indicate your need on the form. If you were previously registered and confirmed your 

February attendance, no need to register again. 

Because the sabbatical committee has been released from their commitment, we would love a few 

volunteers to help us revamp the retreat plan. If you would like to join the planning team, please 

email Pastor Carla. 

 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxeeQpinucNqooJAj56resiMVcIExHNmtKHPuITkmy-pWLQg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:pastor@gsucc.org
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By Stephanie Herold 

 

 

 

 
Women’s Fellowship Annual Christmas Party 
 
Saturday, December 17, 1:00pm - 4:00pm 
GSUCC Sanctuary (or outside, weather permitting) 
 
We will enjoy the following: 

 cookie exchange 

 white elephant gift swap 

 games 

 ugly Xmas sweater pageant 

 fun fellowship time! 
 
We will be collecting items for The Carying Place.  Suggested items are new pillows, twin bedding, 
towels, bathroom mats and mattress encasements for all sizes.  

By Stephanie Herold 

 

We will meet again on January 24, when we will be discussing 

Piranesi, by Susanna Clarke.  

Piranesi's house is no ordinary building: its rooms are infinite, its 

corridors endless, its walls are lined with thousands upon thousands of 

statues, each one different from all the others. Within the labyrinth of halls, an ocean 

is imprisoned; waves thunder up staircases, rooms are flooded in an instant. But 

Piranesi is not afraid; he understands the tides as he understands the pattern of the 

labyrinth itself. He lives to explore the house. But as Piranesi explores, evidence 

emerges of another person, and a terrible truth begins to unravel, revealing a world 

beyond the one Piranesi has always known.  

All are welcome. We will meet Tuesday, January 24, at 7:00pm, on Zoom. Contact 

Sue Rice for Zoom meeting details. 

 

If you want to read ahead, we will be discussing The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett in 

February. 

By Sue Rice 

Men’s Fellowship – Note Change In Meeting Time 

Starting in December, The Men’s Fellowship will meet at 10:00am instead of the usual 9:00am. We 

will gather at the breezeway shelter at church, or in the kitchen if it is too cold, on Saturday, 

December 3, at 10:00am. Bring something to eat and drink and we can have breakfast together. We 

can brew coffee in the church kitchen.  

On Tuesday, December 20, at 10:00am we will meet at Brigs at Maynard Crossing, 1225 NW Maynard 

Road, Cary, for breakfast. 

Please consider bringing a donation for the Dorcas Ministries Foodbank. Here is the link listing items 

that are needed at this time. 

By Chris Alberti 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:srice144@earthlink.net
https://dorcascary.org/donate-2/
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As one year comes to an end and another begins, let’s look back on all the wonderful time we have 
spent enjoying fellowship with each other after our services. We’ve gone from having only outside 
snacks and beverages to being able to resume our indoor eats and drinks, all while keeping the 
refreshment making and serving easy and simple. 

Please consider signing up to host one Sunday a month.  You can talk with me, Irma Schendstok, or 
Gail Stonefield.  Thank you. 

 

Congregational Care Ministry   

By Suzie Weber 

 

 

I continue to update and add new members to our photo directory. This is 
different from our weekly email list. The photo directory will include your 
name, picture, address, phone number and email…all with your permis-
sion of course. This then will be linked to the Tuesday email (have you 
looked for the link previously?).  It’s a wonderful way for new and current 
members to put faces with names. 

Please send me any information or photo if yours isn’t included or needs to 
be updated. 

By Suzie Weber 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:webersuz@gmail.com
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By Susie Oliver 

 

MEET THE MEMBERS:  

Adrian, Jade, Pearce, and Hero Dunston 

Adrian Dunston joined Good Shepherd on 

September 15, 2019; but he and his 

family, Jade, Pearce, and Hero first 

attended worship in 2015. Adrian is 

currently chair of Worship and says he 

has been delighted to work with this 

ministry. 

Adrian states, “We joined because we 

value a wide variety of humans and 

human participation, and GSUCC 

demonstrably does too. I have people 

in my life with different neurological 

makeup, genders, sexualities, relation-

ship styles, racial and ethnic back-

grounds, and income levels. It's hard to 

find a community that puts as much 

effort into learning about many different 

kinds of humans, being respectful of their position in our community, and supporting them in ways 

that respect who they are. We're lucky to have found Good Shepherd.” Prior to GSUCC, they were 

involved with Catholic, Missouri-Synod, and United Brethren churches. 

Adrian, Pearce, and Hero were all born in Cary. Jade moved here from Ohio in her freshman year of 

high school. Adrian is a director of engineering at Papa, a sort of "Uber for grandkids" company that 

supports the elderly by providing "Papa pals" for companionship and small tasks. He joined in 2019 

as one of the early engineers and says it's been a wild ride. 

As for their interests, Adrian loves acting and computers. Jade is a history scholar and "apocalypse 

mom," learning all sorts of interesting skills that she can teach to others for fun or in case of need. 

Pearce loves Minions and has a vibrant imaginary world. He also repairs spinning light-up toys. Hero 

draws and designs characters and fictional worlds. The family likes to watch movies together and talk 

about the themes and choices the characters made. They love board games, theatre, anime, 

minions, roleplaying, science fiction, and 20th century labor history. They have a beautiful cat 

named Rear Admiral Grace Hopper Dunston, whom they call Gracie.  

Adrian says, “Among us we have autism, ADHD, anxiety issues, migraines, and insomnia. We often 

feel like a bit of a mess. I really like how Good Shepherd makes us feel like a welcome mess. :) 

We are pleased to have Adrian and family as part of Good Shepherd and appreciate the gifts they 

share with us. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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Ashley Sutton 

I live in Cary with my husband John, two dogs, our cat, and our recent 
addition, a green quaker parrot.  We love animals, as you can tell, hiking 
and visiting the beach. 

I work as a product owner and enjoy psychology podcasts and tinkering 
around the house in my free time. 

 

 

 

Dail Rawls 

I am a native North Carolinian, born in Raleigh and raised on a farm in 
southern Wake County.  I am the oldest of three girls, and both of my sisters 
live nearby.  My oldest daughter is Kristin Rawls; and my daughter Allison 
Manuel and her husband Coite have three children, Juniper, Billy, and Wade. 

Music has always been very important to me with piano and organ lessons 
beginning at a young age and continuing through college.  I really enjoy 
singing and dabbling with playing the ukulele.   

Most of my teaching career took place at Cary Elementary and Dillard Drive 
Elementary.   

I was raised Southern Baptist and learned about the UCC in the late 1970’s.  
I’ve been a member of UCC churches in Maryland, Virginia, and here at Good 
Shepherd during its first 13 years.  I have enjoyed reconnecting with this 
vibrant and loving congregation and look forward to the future. 

 

Alex & Krystin Turner 

We are very excited to be new members of GSUCC.  We were married in 
2020, and we moved to Cary in 2021, when we purchased our first home.  
Alex works as a scientist in gene therapy, and Kristyn is a registered nurse. 
We have a “fur baby” at home, named Penny, who we love dearly. 

Some of our interests include hiking, playing board games, taking Penny on 
walks, and spending time with family and friends.  We are looking forward 
to meeting more members and our future years at GSUCC. 

Welcome to four new members who joined us on November 20, 2022. 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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            Faith Formation News 

 

It’s hard to believe that December is here, and with it, not only 

Advent, but the end of 2022! It’s been a great year here at 

GSUCC, with many fond memories to look back on. Just this 

year, we’ve moved from outdoor Sunday school back to our 

regular and revamped Sunday school schedule. We’ve had 

campfires, learned new songs, shared them with the church, 

gone to an escape room, had movie nights, eaten lots of pizza, 

played lots of games, created art, worked in the garden, 

planted flowers, laughed a lot, and grown a lot in our faith. 

But even in this final stretch of the year, there is still much to 

look forward to!  

First, on December 10, our church will be participating in the Cary 

Christmas parade, and our children and youth are invited to help 

us pass out candy and show love to our Cary community. This is a 

fun annual event that is greatly anticipated by all! We usually line 

up at our starting position at 1:00pm, and it generally runs until 

4:00pm. 

Second, on December 11, from 4:00-5:30pm, instead of our tra-

ditional Campfire Church, we will be having a Faith Formation 

Christmas party – this party is for all the children, youth, and their families. We will have pizza, deco-

rate Christmas cookies, and play fun Christmas games and music! Each family is asked to bring either 

a children’s Christmas book or toy to the party to share with other children and families in need. It’s 

going to be a great time to celebrate the holiday season together!  

Next, we have the Christmas pageant on December 18 during 

the worship service, which will be done in conjunction with the 

choir’s cantata. There will be one practice, which will take place 

on the Saturday before (December 17), from 9:00 – 11:00am, 

and one additional practice for those who wish to have major 

speaking roles. But your children don't need to have a big 

speaking role to participate – the pageant is for all our kids, 

and there are a number of different roles and ways to partici-

pate. Please let us know if your kids wish to participate in the 

pageant and in what kind of role by signing up here at this link. 

Last, we are very excited that our youth group (middle school 

and high school) will be participating in the winter youth retreat at the Blowing Rock Conference 

Center. We will be joining many other UCC churches across the south for a weekend of storytelling, 

experiential education, service, music, and of course fun in the snow, from January 13-16, 2023. This 

year's theme is about our relationship to the Earth and caring for creation. We will also be going 

snow-tubing together as a group on Sunday! Cost for the retreat is $185 per person, and this 

By Lauren Lippincott 

Faith Formation Ministry 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d45ada929a02-christmas
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Wednesday Morning  Spirituality Group  

 

Our Wednesday morning spirituality group is meeting at 10:30 am at High House 

from November 30 through December 21 for an Advent study. All are welcome to 

join us for a time of prayer, study, and fellowship! We encourage folks to come in 

person, but we also have a virtual option available.  After a break, the group will 

resume in the new year on January 11. 

By Carla Gregg-Kearns 

 Mission and Outreach Ministry   

includes their rooms, as well as three meals on Saturday, breakfast and dinner on Sunday, and 

breakfast on Monday, as well as activities. Youth will likely need to bring some extra money for lunch 

on Sunday together as a group. If cost is a concern, please contact me because scholarships are 

available to help offset the cost of attendance – we want as many of our youth to go on this amazing 

retreat as possible! Please make checks payable to GSUCC, and we will pay for the group as a whole. 

We are hoping to have our group signed up by December 1, so that we can take advantage of 

discounted pricing.  Sign up at this link. 

I’m excited to finish out this year strong with all of you!  

Peace to you during this Advent season. 

The Christmas Fund 
 

 

The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and 

lay employees of the United Church of Christ for over 100 years, 

providing emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and 

health premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each 

December to our lower-income retirees. 

 

United Church of Christ congregations and members have blessed the 

Christmas Fund with their generosity for many years. This year, your 

care and compassion will be especially appreciated by those servants of 

the church who are facing a time of need.  

 

All loose and non-designated offerings that are given during our 

Christmas Eve services will go towards The Christmas Fund. 

By Kathy Boyer 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:laurenlippincottgsucc@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/aptLm1CgFL2FcHyS6
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Good Shepherd is going to have an entry in the Cary Christmas parade again this year with a Christ-
mas candy theme. We will be decorating Dave and Kate Yuska’s truck, and young children or those 
who can’t walk will ride, and others will walk beside it. This is an excellent way for us to make our 
community aware that we welcome everyone, regardless of who they are or where they are on life’s 
journey. 
  
Here are ways you can help if you wish to be 
involved with this church-wide project: 
  

 Donating candy to be distributed to specta-
tors, especially if you have any candy left over 
from trick or treat that doesn’t include a 
Halloween theme 

 Participating in the parade: riding, walking 
beside our entry, carrying a banner or 
poster, and handing out candy to spectators. 
  
Those interested in decorating and/or being in 
the parade should meet for the parade line-up at 1:00pm, on Saturday, December 10. The parade 
will start at 2:00pm. 
  
If you are interested in helping with our entry or have suggestions about this fun activity, please 
contact Susie Oliver or Lindsey Gregg-Kearns. 

By Susie Oliver 

By Susie Oliver 

A New House for the New Year 
 

 

The time is coming near for the Cary Coalition of Churches to once again partner with Habitat for 
Humanity of Wake County to build another home. We'll be building off of Old Poole Rd. in Southeast 
Raleigh. Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 25, for the kickoff wall build at the Habitat ware-
house, followed by transporting the walls to the home site. The building project is currently scheduled 
to last through May 27. 

New this year, Habitat of Wake County has a goal of connecting with an Advocacy Ambassador at 
every faith community with which they partner. The Advocacy Ambassador will help lead the congre-
gation in being a voice for the voiceless. If you would like to use your voice rather than swinging a 
hammer—or if you like to do both—and would like to know more about the Advocacy Ambassador, 
please talk to Pastor Linda. 

By Linda Velto 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:%20susiemoliver@gmail.com
mailto:lindseykearns@yahoo.com
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The children and youth harvested our last crop of peppers during Campfire Church on November 13, 

just before a killing frost that ended our growing season. We are pleased to have donated about 200 

pounds of vegetables to the Dorcas Ministries Food Pantry from this year’s crops, down from last year 

due to weather and other factors. We will begin redesign work on our beds and growing plants for our 

spring garden in February, but in the meantime, we will take a couple of months break.   

 

If you don’t compost at home, we remind you to contribute to our compost bin to improve our garden 

soil, using items that would otherwise end up in landfills. Whenever you are at church, follow the 

pavers from the circle drive to the first compost bin beside the garden and deposit the following 

items: vegetable and fruit scraps and peelings, coffee grounds and filters, tea bags or leaves, crushed 

eggshells, dryer lint, cardboard egg cartons, and cardboard tubes from toilet paper and paper towel 

rolls. Anything that is hard needs to be cut into smaller pieces (around 2”). Please do not deposit 

paper products, Styrofoam, meats, bones, eggs, dairy products, or grease/fats/oils. For more details, 

check out the church website on composting, particularly the first link on composting basics.   

 

Garden Update 

By Susie Oliver 

1 Church/10 People/100 Miles/$1,000 
 

We hope to receive another $1,000 grant from the NC Council of Churches by reporting miles our 

church members and friends walk, run, paddle, swim, bike, or state outdoors in NC in 2022. If you 

are willing to participate to help us receive this grant money for our garden, please contact 

Susie Oliver. 

By Susie Oliver 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.gsucc.org/composting/
mailto:susiemoliver@gmail.com
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In 2004, we began sponsoring a child from Ethiopia through 

ChildFund International.  Yohanis Bekele was born on October 

9, 2001.  He is now a 21 year old young man. He can stay in 

the program until he is 24. 

 

The money we send annually helps him, his family and 

community with education, school supplies, clothing and 

medical needs. We also send him money for his birthday and 

Christmas that goes directly to him.  Once he was able to 

purchase a heifer to help raise. They are basically a farming 

community. 

 

It seems as though he is now in some higher education program, possibly learning a trade or 

profession.  We receive letters from him several times a year.  He is always grateful for what we can 

do for him and mentions the things he has been able to purchase with our donations.  He banks some 

of it away for future needs as well.  He seems to enjoy hearing about us, so I try to write several 

times a year, including pictures of our grounds and some of the things we do as a congregation. 

 

Some people have asked if they could also write him a letter.  I’m sure he would appreciate it.  

Though the postage may be high, his physical address is: 

 

Yohanis Bekele 

144/144013362/1295 

2729 - BORCHOTA CFP 

ChildFund  

P. O. Box 5545 

Addis Ababa,  

Ethiopia 

If you would prefer to send an email, you may send it to me and I can forward it on through Child-

Fund International. 

 

Through generous donations in the past, we have been able to continue to sponsor him and send 

birthday and Christmas gifts.  We will probably offer another donation opportunity for him this spring 

for you to help give to this mission. 

By Kathy Boyer 

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:nckathyb@gmail.com


 

(13) 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

Visit us online and see what’s new at:http://www.gsucc.org/  

The Town of Cary has many opportunities to celebrate and honor the legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr.  

A Night of Comedy with Azeem 

The Holistic Healer Through Humor 

 Date:  01/13/2023 8:00 pm - 10:00 pm  
 Location:  The Cary Theater 
 
MLK Dreamfest: Tellebration Children's  
Program 

 Date:  01/14/2023 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  
 Location:  Page-Walker Arts & History Center 

2023 MLK DREAMFEST CELEBRATION 

Reimagining The Dream For Today's Genera-
tion 

 Date:  01/14/2023 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm  
 Location:  Cary Arts Center 

Rev. Dr. Martin L. King Jr. Interfaith Service 

Christ the King Lutheran Church 

 Date:  01/15/2023 3:30 pm - 5:30 pm  
 Location:  Christ the King Lutheran Church 

Alice Street: Artists as Activists 

Film Screening & Discussion With Director 
Spencer Wilkinson 

 Date:  01/15/2023 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm  
 Location:  The Cary Theater 

Let The Little Light Shine 

Film Screening and Q&A with Director Kevin 
Shaw 

 Date:  01/15/2023 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
 Location:  The Cary Theater 

Charles Ruffin: Prayer Walk For Social 
Justice 

Photography Exhibition 

 Date:  01/27/2023 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
 Location:  Page-Walker Arts & History Center 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

Walk For Hope 

Serving Our Local Community 

 Date:  01/16/2023 9:00 am - 12:00 pm  
 Location:  Mt. Zion Church 

2023 MLK DREAMFEST CELEBRATION 

Reimagining The Dream For Today's Genera-
tion 

The Sigma Rho Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority Inc. will collect winter hats, gloves, 
scarves, socks, and book bags for Reedy Creek 
Magnet Middle School students.  

 Date:  01/14/2023 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
 Location:  Cary Arts Center 

MLK Dreamfest: Tellebration Children's  
Program 

 Date:  01/14/2023 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  
 Location:  Page-Walker Arts & History Center 

Please bring a gently used children's book  from 

your personal collection to donate to Read and 

Feed.  

MLK Dreamfest Food Drive 

We will sponsor a Donation Station at the 

church during the month of January and accept 

nonperishable food donations for Dorcas Minis-

tries' community food pantry. The demand for 

short-term food support for Cary area families 

continues to rise, and we appreciate your help!  

MLK Day of Service 

Calling volunteers to join the Town of Cary for the 

MLK Dreamfest service opportunities in partner-

ship with Spruce and Good Hope Farm.  

Visit townofcary.org/MLKDreamfest for more 

information about all of these opportunities. 

By Kathy Boyer 

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.townofcary.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/17060/1636?curm=1&cury=2023
https://www.townofcary.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/17047/1636?curm=1&cury=2023
https://www.townofcary.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/17047/1636?curm=1&cury=2023
https://www.townofcary.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/17058/1636?curm=1&cury=2023
https://www.townofcary.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/17056/1636?curm=1&cury=2023
https://www.townofcary.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/17055/1636?curm=1&cury=2023
https://www.townofcary.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/17057/1636?curm=1&cury=2023
https://www.townofcary.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/17062/1636?curm=1&cury=2023
https://www.townofcary.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/17062/1636?curm=1&cury=2023
https://www.townofcary.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/17072/1636?curm=1&cury=2023
https://www.townofcary.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/17058/1636?curm=1&cury=2023
https://www.townofcary.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/17047/1636?curm=1&cury=2023
https://www.townofcary.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/17047/1636?curm=1&cury=2023
https://mycary.org/s/program?programCode=022021
https://townofcary.org/MLKDreamfest
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Other  

Additional information not associated with a particular stewardship is included on the following pages.  

 

 

We welcomed Caitlin Yen as our new Administrative Assistant.  It was good to meet her and get to 
know a little about her.   

Next, we delved into the business of balancing the 2023 working budget.  We had to make a lot of 
cuts, and we still ended up with about a $10,000 deficit, but we are hopeful that we will be able to 
work within this budget and pray that the cost of maintenance and any repairs to our building will be 
low. 

By Kathy Boyer  

Ministry Leaders and Contact Information 
 

The following list provides the name and email of the leaders for each of our ministry areas.  If you 
are not sure who to contact for a particular question, feel free to contact the church office at: 919-
481-1441, or email secretary@gsucc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Ministry Area Chair  Email Address 

Chair of Worship Adrian Dunston adrian@x-omega.com 

Chair of Congregational Care Diane McPherson deemcph42@hotmail.com 

Chair of Relationship Suzie Weber webersuz@gmail.com 

Chair of Faith Formation Annie Buchanan amb0803@gmail.com 

Chair of Building & Grounds Dave Yuska dyuska@gmail.com 

Chair of Mission & Outreach Linda Lahre llaman@aol.com 

By Suzie Weber 

 

MEET OUR NEW ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:  Caitlin Yen 

 

Caitlin is from New Rochelle, NY, and has spent time on Long Island, NY 

and has lived in North Carolina for about six years. She is married and a 

mother of three. Her little ones are nine months old, one year old, and 

three years old. Caitlin holds an MBA from Stony Brook University. In her 

spare time, she enjoys reading, crafting, and caring for her plants and 

fish. If she had more time, Caitlin would spend more time outdoors 

and participate in fitness activities. Her favorite author is Haruki Mura-

kami, favorite type of craft is sewing, and favorite plants are irises. This 

year her banana tree grew bananas for the first time, which she is very 

proud of. Unfortunately, they are not edible. 

We welcome Caitlin to our Good Shepherd staff and are looking forward to 

getting to know her better.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:secretary@gsucc.org
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Finances First                      By Gordon Welles 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the church’s budget or anything provided in this report, please 
contact me. 
 
Gordon Welles 
treasurer@gsucc.org 
 
 
 

 

Have you considered including Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in your will?  

Alert Us to Changes 
 

If your financial situation changes during the year and you need to make changes on the amount 
you have pledged for the year (up or down), please contact me: Gordon Welles 
(treasurer@gsucc.org). 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all of you not only for your monetary gifts but also for your gifts of time and talent. 

Mortgage Rate 
Monthly Payment 

(Interest  
& Principal) 

Additional  
Principal  
Payment 

  
Balance 

Estimated 
Payoff Date 

Capital Improvement 5.00% $1,616.89 $0.00 $206,742.12 12/1/2038 

Total Year to Date Income and Expenses as of September 30, 2022** 
 

 YTD Budgeted YTD Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Total Income $214,899.03 $245,798.33 -$30,899.30 -12.6% 

Total Expenses $226,769.10 $246,252.00 -$19,482.90 -7.9% 

Difference -$11,870.07       

**Does not include special capital expenses or special income.  

Offering Status as of September 30, 2022 
 

Offering Type YTD Budgeted Over (Under) 
Budget Delta % 

Pledges Received* $189,115 N/A N/A N/A 

Received in 2021 $6,500 N/A N/A N/A 

Total Pledges $195,615 $214,198 -$18,583 -8.7% 

Loose $18,224 $24,050 -$5,826 -24.2% 

Total for 2022 $213,839 $238,248 _-$24,409 -10.2% 

* Includes prior year pledge payments.   

http://www.gsucc.org/
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
mailto:treasurer@gsucc.org
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See Newsletter articles for more details... 

Good Shepherd Activity Bulletin Board 

Sunday Morning Worship 

10:30am in the sanctuary  

and on Zoom  

Choir/Praise Team Rehearsal 

Wednesdays 

7:30pm, Sanctuary 

Spirituality Group Wednesdays 10:30am, High House 
Except Dec. 28 & Jan. 6 

Book Club 

Tuesday, January 24 

7:00pm 

Zoom 

Cantata and Children’s Pageant 

December  18 

During 10;30am Worship 

Sunday School  Faith and… , 9:15am at High House  
Children, 10:45am, Education Building 

Campfire Church 

Sunday, December 11 

4:00-5:30pm 

Youth Retreat 

January 13-16 

Blowing Rock  

Conference Center 
Christmas Fund Offering 

December 24 

During worship 

Womens Fellowship 

Saturday, December 17 

1:00-4:00pm 

Sanctuary 

Chair Yoga 

Wednesdays 

3:30pm, Sanctuary 

Cary Christmas Parade Line-up at 1:00pm Saturday, December 10 

All-Church Retreat 

Trinity Center 

Pine Knoll Shores 

February 3-5 

Christmas Eve Services 

Saturday, December 24 

4:30pm & 7:30pm 

Celtic Psalm Advent Service 

7:00pm, Sanctuary 

December 4 

Men’s Fellowship Saturday, December 3  
10:00am-Breezeway 

Tuesday, December 20 
Brigs at Maynard Crossing 10:00am 

http://www.gsucc.org/
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FOLLOW  
 
 
 

& SERVE 

 

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

1050 NW Maynard Road 

Cary, NC 27513 

Phone: 919-481-1441 

Website: www.gsucc.org 

 
Staff 
Ministers: The People of Good Shepherd 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Carla Gregg-Kearns 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Linda Velto 
Director of Faith Formation: Lauren Lippincott 
Moderator: Todd Weber 
Administrative Assistant: Caitlin Yen 
Pianist: Rev. Linda Velto 
Choir Director: Carla Gleason 
Praise Team Director: Chris Alberti 
Custodian: Supreme Cleaning 
Newsletter Editors: Kathy Boyer & Susie Oliver 
 

Office Hours  
Wednesday 10:00am to 2:00pm 
Thursday 8:00am to Noon 
Please call ahead if you would like to meet in 
person.  

Our December & January Birthdays 
   December  

5  Nora Edwards 

5  Shirley Heiman 

10 Carter Durbin 

17  Jesse Edwards 

18  Wadnise Buchanan 

19 Karen (Lundin)   
  Fenton 

20 Thelma Faulk 

22 Bill Helton 

23  Lindsey Gregg-  
 Kearns  

25  Jack Uebel 

26  Jesse Lippincott 

26  Lisa Mead  

27  Kristyn Turner 

  January 

9  Norma Young 

12 Bob Bedi 

12 Alex Mead 

16  Katherine Gleason 

18  Susan Maleszweski 

23  Hero Dunston 

23 Suzie Weber 

23 Susan Rice 

24 Rob Lundin  

If you have a birthday in December or 

January and it is not listed, please call 

(919) 481-1441 and let us know.  

http://www.gsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-United-Church-of-Christ/153226561450977

